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THE  STATE  Of  CALIFORNIA. 


CHAPTER  I. 

DESCRIPTIVE. 

The  State  of  California. 

The  great  State  of  California  divides  itself  naturally  into  five  areas, 
differing  materially  in  geology,  climate,  and  resources.  These  divi- 
sions may  be  described  as — the  eastern  Desert  Region,  the  great  Central 
Valley,  the  Coast  Valley  section,  the  Coast  country  proper,  and  South- 
ern California,  or  California  south  of  the  Tehachapi.  While  the  latter 
alone  forms  the  proper  subject  of  the  present  report,  certain  exigencies 
of  the  case  require  the  inclusion  of  portions  of  two  other  divisions,  and 
a  word  as  to  the  principal  features  of  each  area  may  be  permissible. 

The  Desert  Region. 

The  most  easterl}^  division  is  that  arid  region  lying  east  of  the  Sierra 
Nevada  and  the  San  Bernardino  mountains,  and  extending  a  westerly 
arm  almo.st  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  between  the  Tehachapi  and  San 
Gabriel  ranges.  This  division  is  characterized  geologically  by  the  evi- 
dences, in  almost  every  part,  of  rather  late  volcanic  and  of  lacustrine 
conditions.  Topographically  it  is  a  high  table-land,  of  sandy  plains, 
with  scattered  and  very  prominent  mountain  ranges,  while  in  point 
of  climate  it  is  distinguished  by  extreme  heat  and  desiccation.  The 
application  of  the  term  "desert"  to  this  region  is,  in  large  part,  due 
to  the  lack  of  water,  as,  where  irrigation  is  possible,  the  soil,  light 
though  it  may  appear,  proves  highly  productive. 

Petroleum  has  been  sought  in  several  parts  of  this  desert  area,  but 
so  far  without  success. 
The  Great  Central  Valley. 

Lying  between  the  Sierra  Nevada  and  the  Coast  Range,  and  extend- 
ing from  the  Tehachapis  almost,  or  quite,  to  the  Oregon  line,  is  the 
central  or  interior  valley,  made  up  of  the  drainage  basins  of  the  Sac- 
ramento and  San  Joaquin  rivers,  which  unite  as  they  enter  San  Fran- 
cisco Bay.  This  great  basin,  averaging  perhaps  a  hundred  miles  in 
width,  and  upwards  of  four  hundred  miles  long,  is  characterized  geo- 
logically in  consisting,  in  its  bed,  of  late  marine  sediments  and  river 
silt,  and  on  its  flanks  of  marine  sediments  mainly  of  Tertiary  age. 
though  abutting  on  a  region  of  great  lava  flows  on  its  northeastern 
extremity.  Topographically  it  is  strongly  characterized  by  its  perfect 
basin  form,  the  entire  width  of  the  valley,  from  its  northern  to  its 
southern  termination,  sloping  gently  to  one  point,  and  being  free  from 
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any  interruption  by  hills  or  mountains,  excepting,  of  course,  where  it 
merges  into  the  mountains  which  fix  its  bounds.  The  climate  is  also 
characteristic,  being  hot  and  perfectly  dry  in  summer,  mild  in  winter, 
with  a  rainfall  varying  from  heavy  at  the  northern  end  to  very  light 
at  the  southern.  Having  a  highly  fertile  soil  throughout,  and  an  ample 
supply  of  water  on  its  eastern  side,  this  and  the  central  portion  of  the 
valley  are  extensively  irrigated  and  are  uniformly  and  highly  produc- 
tive. The  western  mountains  being  waterless  on  the  valley  side,  such 
of  the  foot  plain  of  these  mountains  as  is  above  the  level  of  irrigation 
from  the  east,  though  equally  fertile,  is  partly  uncultivated,  particularly 
in  the  southern  portion,  where  the  winter  rains  are  deficient. 

Oil  fields  of  the  state,  located  in  the  central  valley,  are  not  described 
in  the  present  report.  These  fields  are  Coalinga,  Devils  Den,  Lost  Hills, 
Belridge,  McKittrick,  Midway,  Buena  Vista,  Elk  Hills  and  Maricopa  or 
Sunset,  lying  in  a  long  and  almost  continuous  strip  along  the  southern 
portion  of  the  hills  to  the  west  of  the  valley,  San  Emidio  at  the  southern 
end,  and  Kern  River,  in  the  foothills  of  the  Sierra,  to  the  east  of  the 
valley  and  directly  opposite  the  west  side  fields. 

Coast  Valley  Division. 

Lying  between  the  Coast  Range  proper  and  a  number  of  minor 
ranges  paralleling  this  range  and  the  ocean,  are  four  large  and  a  num- 
ber of  smaller  vallej^s,  all  having  a  general  direction  parallel  to  the 
central  valley  and  to  the  Coast.  Eel  River  Valley,  the  most  north- 
ern, drains  to  the  Pacific  at  Eureka.  Geologically  this  valley  exhibits 
marine  sedimentary  formations  of  moderate  age,  though  mainly  some- 
what older  than  those  of  the  central  valley;  topographically  it  con- 
sists of  a  delta  basin  of  semicircular  form,  with  narrow  valleys  branching 
north  and  south,  surrounded  and  separated  by  rough,  wooded  hills  of 
moderate  height.  The  soil  of  this  valley  is  of  unparalleled  fertility; 
the  climate:  in  winter,  very  mild,  with  excessive  rainfall;  in  summer, 
dry,  mild,  and  invigorating. 

Petroleum  has  been  kno^vn  to  exist  in  the  southern  portion  of  this 
valley  since  the  first  settlement  of  the  State,  but,  though  many  wells 
have  been  drilled,  and  some  oil  obtained,  no  pa.ying  production  has  yet 
been  had.  Prospecting  continues  at  intervals,  stimulated  by  the  easy 
drilling  conditions  obtaining  here,  and  the  exceptionally  high  quality  of 
the  oil. 

The  Sonoma  and  Santa  Clara  valleys  drain  south  and  north  into 
San  Francisco  Bay.  They  closely  resemble  the  corresponding  portions 
of  the  central  valley,  but.  owing  to  proximity  to  the  coast,  have  a 
rather  more  equable  climate  and  greater  rainfall.  The  Salinas  Valley, 
draining  to  the  Pacific  near  Watsonville,  is  a  replica  of  the  Santa 
Clara  Valley,  but  on  a  somewhat  greater  scale,  and  with  a  rather  warmer 
climate. 
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Petroleum  has  been  sought  at  various  points  in  the  Sonoma  Valley, 
but  without  much  encouragement  to  future  operations.  In  the  Santa 
Clara  Valley  a  small  deposit  of  light  oil  was  early  discovered,  and 
worked  out,  and  though  small  quantities  have  been  found  at  other 
points  on  the  west  side  of  the  valley,  no  production  is  now  had  at  any 
part  of  this  valley.  Toward  the  southern  end  of  the  Salinas  Valley, 
both  west  and  east,  numerous  attempts  to  obtain  oil  have  been  made, 
and  oil  in  small  quantities  has  been  found  in  a  number  of  places,  but 
no  production  has  been  had,  though  scattered  prospecting  still  con- 
tinues. At  Sargents,  in  the  hills  dividing  the  Salinas  from  the  Santa 
Clara  Valley,  a  small  pool  of  heavy  oil  was  opened  some  years  since, 
but  no  success  has  been  met  in  the  effort  to  extend  this  area. 

The  Santa  Maria  Valley,  draining  due  west  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  at 
Guadalupe,  exhibits  conditions  similar  to  those  of  the  Salinas  Valley. 
The  soil,  though  light,  is  extremely  productive,  and  the  climate  very 
mild,  both  winter  and  summer.  The  Santa  Maria  Valley,  and  the  hills 
immediately  south,  are  the  seat  of  extensive  and  important  oil  deposits, 
which  will  be  fully  described  in  the  present  report. 

The  lower  Santa  Clara  Valley,  or  valley  of  the  Santa  Clara  River, 
draining  to  the  ocean  at  Ventura,  is  very  similar  to  the  Santa  Maria 
Valley.  This  is  also  an  important  producing  region,  and  will  be' 
described  fully  hereafter.  Many  smaller  valleys,  all  of  very  limited'' 
extent,  occur  in  the  hill  ranges  on  each  side,  and  have  characteristics 
generally  similar  to  those  of  the  main  valleys  adjacent. 
The  Coast. 

The  Coast  section  proper  is  that  portion  of  the  State,  north  of  Santa 
Barbara,  lying  immediately  adjacent  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Geologically 
it  consists  of  late  marine  sediments,  usually  more  or  less  disturbed: 
topographically  it  is  a  rather  narrow  strip  of  rolling  hills,  too  stt^ep 
for  agriculture  in  the  main,  and  given  over  to  grazing.  As  between 
Eureka,  Point  Arena,  San  Francisco,  and  Monterey  the  coast  is  quite 
devoid  of  harbors,  and  is  backed  by  rough  hills,  much  of  this  strip  is 
quite  inaccessible,  and  is  but  thinly  settled.  The  climate,  winter  and 
summer,  is  extremely  mild,  and  the  seasons  may  hardly  be  distinguished 
other  than  by  the  rainfall,  which  in  summer  gives  place  to  heavj'  fogs. 

Petroleum  has  been  sought  at  a  number  of  points  along  the  coast, 
though  but  two  have  yielded  any  production  whatever,  and  this  not  of 
commercial  importance. 
Southern  California. 

The  county  of  Ventura  consists,  in  its  northern  portion,  of  a  group 
of  high  and  rugged  mountains,  from  which  radiate  a  number  of  im- 
portant ranges.  To  the  northwest  extend  the  Mt.  Diablo  and  Coast 
ranges,  having  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  on  their  east,  the  Cuyaraa  and 
Clarissa  vallevs  between,  and  the  coast  to  the  west. 
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Westward  extends  the  Santa  Ynez  Range,  forming  the  backbone  of 
Santa  Barbara  County,  and  having  the  Santa  Maria  Valley  to  the  north, 
and  the  ocean  to  the  south  and  at  its  west  end. 

The  Tehachapi  leaves  this  group  in  a  northeasterly  direction,  swing- 
ing to  the  north  to  join  the  Sierra  Nevada.  The  southern  end  of  the 
San  Joaquin  Valley  lies  north  of  this  range,  and  the  Mojave  Desert, 
the  most  westerly  arm  of  the  great  desert  region,  forms  a  high  plateau 
to  the  south. 

The  San  Rafael  Mountains  are  the  most  southerly  range  of  this 
cluster,  and  continue  to  the  eastward  under  the  names  of  Tujunga, 
San  Gabriel,  and  San  Bernardino,  all  constituting  a  continuous  range 
and  formation,  having  to  the  north  the  Mojave  Desert,  and  to  the  south 
Southern  California  proper.  At  Mount  San  Bernardino,  in  the  western 
portion  of  the  county  of  that  name,  this  range  turns  to  the  southeast, 
and  continues  in  that  direction,  parallel  to  the  coast,  to  the  Mexican 
border,  under  the  names  San  Jacinto  and  San  Ysidro  mountains.  South- 
ern California  lies  to  the  west  of  this  range,  or  system  of  ranges,  and 
the  southern  portion  of  the  great  desert  to  the  east. 

Southern  California,  then,  consists  of  a  parallelogram,  with  its  upper 
and  lower  bounds  lying  east  and  west,  and  its  longer  sides  very  nearly 
northwest  by  southeast.  The  length  of  this  figure  is  upwards  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  the  average  width  about  fifty. 

The  climate  of  this  area  is  consistently  mild  and  dry.  The  limited 
rainfall  takes  place  entirely  in  winter,  and  is  generally  insufficient  to 
the  needs  of  agriculture.  Irrigation  is,  therefore,  extensively  prac- 
ticed, there  being  an  abundance  of  water  for  this  purpose.  In  the  more 
level  portions,  the  soil  is  exceedingly  productive,  and  is  largely  devoted 
to  the  raising  of  fruits,  nuts,  and  vegetables.  The  hilly  region  south 
of  the  Santa  Ana  River  is  mainly  given  to  grazing. 

Oil  Developments. 

The  northern  portion  of  this  quadrangle  consists  of  the  low  foothills 
of  the  San  Gabriel  Range,  and  in  these  foothills  are  situated  the  city 
of  Los  Angeles,  and  the  productive  oil  fields  of  Salt  Lake,  Los  Angeles, 
Whittier,  Puente,  and  Fullerton,  lying  along  an  east  and  west  line  pass- 
ing through  the  city.  The  Newhall  and  Ventura  deposits  follow  a  line 
of  similar  direction,  but  farther  to  the  north  and  west,  while  the  Sum- 
merland  field,  and  the  seepages  along  the  coast  from  Naples  to  Carpin- 
teria  follow  a  third  parallel  line.  This  mode  of  occurrence  may  be 
fortuitous,  but  is  sometimes  held  to  indicate  a  relation  with  the  peculiar 
structure  of  this  country.  It  will  be  noted  in  this  connection  that  all 
these  deposits  occur  on  the  south  side  of  the  main  mountain  ranges,  while 
those  of  the  Santa  Maria-Lompoc  group,  which  follow  a  parallel  line, 
lie  on  both  sides  of  a  low  range  of  pronounced  anticlinal  structure. 
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South  of  Los  Angeles  is  a  plain  of  slight  elevation,  formed  by,  or 
determining,  the  confluence  of  the  Los  Angeles,  San  Gabriel,  and  Santa 
Ana  rivers.  This  plain,  extending  from  Santa  Monica  to  Newport,  and 
from  San  Pedro  to  the  mountains  east  of  Piillerton,  is  more  or  less 
interrupted  by  low  hills  lying  parallel  to  the  coast,  and  at  some  points, 
as  at  San  Pedro  and  Newport,  immediately  adjacent  thereto.  Seepages 
and  asphalt  deposits  occur  in  these  hills,  close  to  the  coast,  and  lignitic 
coal  and  some  indications  of  petroleum  in  the  Santa  Ana  Mountains, 
but  no  production  has  been  had,  in  spite  of  considerable  prospecting. 
South  of  the  Santa  Ana  River  the  country  consists  entirely  of  low  hills 
with  narrow  intervening  valleys,  in  which  no  direct  indications  of  oil 
have  been  reported.  Prospecting  here  has  been  confined  to  the  coast  north 
of  San  Diego,  and,  so  far  as  can  be  learned,  has  been  entirely  fruitless. 

The  oil  fields  of  Southern  California  are  distinguished  from  each 
other,  as  well  as  from  the  fields  farther  north,  by  certain  peculiarities 
of  structure,  as  also  in  character  and  quantity  of  production.  In  par- 
ticular, the  uniformity  of  some  of  the  northern  fields  is  entirely  lacking, 
the  only  fields  in  this  part  of  the  State  showing  any  degree  of  uniformity 
being  those  of  Los  Angeles  City,  where  all  the  wells  are,  and  were,  very 
small  producers.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  this  may  be  in  part 
ascribed  to  excessive  crowding,  and  as  this  field  shows  a  marked  resem- 
blance to  Kern  River  in  depth,  character  of  oil,  and  formation,  there  is 
some  reason  to  think  that  if  it  had  been  drilled  in  the  manner  practiced 
in  the  north  the  per  well  production  would  have  at  least  approached  that 
of  Kern  River. 

Both  the  Los  Angeles  City  and  Salt  Lake  fields  are  very  narrow 
strips,  hardly  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  width  at  any  point,  but 
while  the  city  field  approximated  the  same  yield  and  character  of  oil  at 
all  points,  both  these  factors  are  extremely  variable  at  Salt  Lake.  The 
oil  of  this  latter  field  ranges  from  a  light  tar  to  a  very  gassy  and  volatile 
oil  of  some  25°  gravity,  and  is  peculiar  among  the  oils  of  this  State  by 
its  unusually  high  percentage  of  sulfur,  and  by  a  much  greater 
volatility  than  the  gravity  would  indicate. 

The  Whittier  field,  which  is  separated  from  Los  Angeles  by  but  a 
narrow  interval,  is  somewhat  similar  in  formation,  being  a  rather  narrow 
strip  dipping  the  narrow  way,  but  differs  considerably  in  the  local  con- 
ditions, the  characteristic  rocks  of  the  Los  Angeles  field  being  soft  shales 
and  clays,  while  conglomerates  and  other  harder  materials  predominate 
at  Whittier.  In  the  latter  field  also  the  production  of  individual  wells, 
while  always  small  as  judged  by  the  usual  standards  in  this  State,  varies 
considerably  from  well  to  well,  as  does  also  the  character  of  the  oil. 
This,  however,  varies  normally ;  that  is,  heavy  oils  are  found  close  to 
the  outcrops  and  faults,  while  lighter  oils  are  developed  farther  down 
the  dip.    The  character  of  Whittier  oil,  from  the  chemical  standpoint. 
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is  quite  uniform,  regardless  of  gravity,  and  is  sharply  distinguished 
from  that  of  Los  Angeles  and  Salt  Lake  oil  by  the  much  smaller  per- 
centage of  sulfur,  which  approaches  that  of  the  Midway  oils. 

The  Puente  group,  which  is  closely  adjacent  to  the  Whittier  wells, 
resembles  the  latter  in  quality  of  oil  produced,  and  in  small  individual 
production,  which,  however,  is  more  uniform  and  at  a  more  regular 
depth.  The  oil  of  Puente  is  also  somewhat  lighter  than  even  the  lightest 
at  Whittier,  but  resembles  it  in  chemical  makeup  and  refining  value. 
Immediately  south,  however,  of  the  Puente  wells,  is  the  Brea  Canon 
group,  which  produce  a  very  different  oil,  and  under  different  condi- 
tions. These  oils  are  much  heavier ;  the  formation  is  a  monocline  of  very 
moderate  dip,  and  individual  production  is  much  larger,  reaching  very 
substantial  figures  in  some  cases. 

Irregularities  of  every  kind  are  perhaps  more  marked  in  the  Fuller- 
ton  or  Olinda  fields  than  in  any  other  single  group  of  wells  in  the  State. 
Not  only  do  the  depth  of  wells,  productiveness,  and  gravity  vary  widely 
within  a  very  limited  area,  but  two  distinctly  different  oils,  betraying  an 
entirely  separate  origin,  are  produced  from  immediately  adjacent  wells, 
the  line  of  separation  between  light  oil  and  heavy  oil  territory  being 
unmarked  by  any  surface  indications,  and  only  determinable  by  drilling. 
The  production  of  the  light  oil  end  of  the  field  is  comparable  to  that  of 
Puente,  both  in  quality  and  quantity.  The  average  per  well  production 
of  the  Fullerton  field  is  considerably  larger  than  that  of  Whittier, 
Puente,  and  Los  Angeles,  and  approaches  that  of  Salt  Lake,  but  the 
maximum  production  of  the  latter  field  is  far  greater  than  that  of  any 
other  district  in  this  end  of  the  State,  and  in  a  few  cases  has  been  com- 
parable with  the  performances  of  all  but  the  best  wells  of  the  northern 
fields. 

The  Ventura-Newhall  group  is  hardly  to  be  called  a  field,  but  is 
rather  a  succession  of  small  fields,  some  clearly  distinguished,  a  few 
possible  of  connection  with  other  groups.  This  is  not  the  place  to  dis- 
tinguish between  these  little  pools,  but  it  may  be  said  that,  while 
they  differ  greatly  in  the  character  of  the  oil  produced,  so  far  as 
physical  properties  go.  the  chemical  resemblance  is  strong  throughout, 
and  a  common  origin  is  indicated.  It  is  probably  safe  to  ascribe  the 
separation  of  these  pools,  and  the  differing  physical  characteristics, 
rather  to  an  unusual  degree  of  fracturing  than  to  any  material  varia- 
tion in  the  character  of  the  producing  formation,  which  is  uniformly 
hard,  and  therefore  gives  wells  of  small  individual  production.  Some 
of  the  individual  groups,  however,  show  marked  peculiarities  of  struc- 
ture, which  will  be  detailed  in  their  proper  place. 

The  little  Summerland  group  gives  the  only  production  which  has 
been  found  along  the  south  coast  of  Santa  Barbara  County,  and  certain 
peculiarities  of  this  region,  which  will  be  detailed  later,  suggest  that 
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this  tiny  pool  is  a  sort  of  stray  sand,  and  does  not  indicate  the  presence, 
or  even  the  probability,  of  similar  pools  in  like  situations.  This  is  a 
typical  California  field,  producing  heavy  and  viscous  oils  from  loose 
sand,  interbedded  with  soft  shales  and  clays. 

The  Santa  Maria  oil  field  consists  of  three  quite  distinct  groups  of 
wells,  producing,  however,  from  the  same  type  of  formation,  and  giving 
an  oil  of  the  same  general  character.  The  "Old  Field,"  or  Santa  Maria 
field  proper,  produces  mainly  from  fissured,  sandy  shale,  the  density 
of  the  shale  being  such  that  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
productive  capacity  of  individual  wells  depends  rather  on  the  degree 
of  Assuring  than  on  the  holding  capacity  of  the. shale  itself.  Produc- 
tion per  well  has,  therefore,  varied  greatly,  and  in  some  cases  has  been 
extremely  large,  and  even  now  the  average  for  the  field  is  very  satis- 
factory indeed.  This  oil  is  marked  by  a  uniformly  high  gravity,  and 
by  certain  chemical  peculiarities  which  can  not  be  described,  but  which 
sharply  set  it  off  from  any  other  oil  known  to  exist  in  California.  The 
most  apparent  of  these  peculiarities  it  shares  with  the  oils  of  Salt 
Lake — a  very  high  percentage  of  sulfur,  and  a  much  greater  degree  of 
volatility  than  would  be  indicated  by  the  gravity,  but  the  resemblance 
ceases  here,  the  oils  of  Salt  Lake  being  in  other  respects  quite  normal. 

The  Cat  Caiion,  or  "East  Field,"  produces  from  formations  of  the 
same  general  age  as  those  of  the  old  field,  but  the  oil  is  found  in  loose 
sand.  It  is  much  heavier  than  the  oil  of  the  old  field,  being  somewhat 
heavier  in  gravity  than  the  oils  of  Kern  River,  and  of  considerably 
greater  viscosity,  but  shares  with  the  former  in  marked  chemical  peculiar- 
ities, which  point  toward  a  common  origin  for  the  two.  The  same  may  be 
said  for  the  oils  of  the  Lompoc  group,  which  are  intermediate  in  gravity, 
ranging  from  16°  to  18°  Beaume.  The  Cat  Canon  field  is  too  little 
developed  to  give  any  definite  idea  as  to  its  productive  capacity  as  a 
whole,  but  the  output  of  two  or  three  of  the  earlier  wells  has  been,  and 
still  is,  very  large.  The  per  well  production  in  the  Lompoc  group  is 
rather  variable,  but  apparently  has  not  been  so  great,  though  still  very 
satisfactory  as  a  whole. 

Of  the  total  area  of  this  end  of  the  State,  the  amount  from  which  oil 
has  been  produced,  or  which  has  been  seriously  tested,  is  but  a  minute 
fraction.  Much  of  it,  of  course,  is  high  mountain  eountrj^  exposing 
rocks  which  at  once  preclude  the  possibility  of  the  presence  of  oil. 
Other  is  valley  land,  in  which  the  country  rock  is  deeply  buried  beneath 
layers  of  silt  and  sand.  Yet,  allo\ving  for  such  deductions,  there  is  still 
a  great  deal  of  yet  untested  territory,  and  it  is  hardly  possible  that 
of  this  some  at  least  will  not  ultimately  be  brought  to  production. 

The  object  of  this  report  is  not  to  point  out  the  possibilities  of 
untested  areas,  for  such  would  bo  an  unending  labor,  but  rather  to  sum- 
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marize  and  describe  the  work  already  done,  and  draw  from  it  such 
conclusions  as  may  point  to  the  prospects  for  extending  those  areas 
already  producing. 

To  this  end,  we  will  first  consider  the  fields  already  named,  and 
thereafter  give  such  data  as  are  obtainable  regarding  work  done  outside 
of  these  fields.  The  fields  will  be  found  described  under  their  recog- 
nized names,  while  work  done  outside  the  bounds  of  these  fields,  as 
mapped,  will  be  divided  according  to  the  counties  in  which  it  was  per- 
formed. The  names  of  companies  now  operating  or  having  operated  in 
various  fields  will  be  found  in  the  index,  and  arranged  geographically 
in  each  field. 


I 
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C'lIAI'TKU   II. 

METHODS  OF  OIL  ANALYSIS. 

In  the  following  pages  a  number  of  analyses  of  crude  oils  are  given. 
As  these  analyses,  and  others  with  which  they  may  be  compared,  were 
made  by  various  persons  and  stated  in  different  ways,  it  is  necessary  to 
explain  in  some  detail  the  extent  and  the  bearing  of  these  differences,  as 
otherwise  the  analyses  given  herein  would  be  little  more  than  a  collection 
of  meaningless  figures. 

An  oil  anal^'sis  differs  materially  from  the  ordinary  mineral  or 
organic  analysis  in  that  it  can  not  be  reduced  to  any  absolute  basis. 
For  instance,  in  analyzing  a  sample  of  water,  we  find  certain  quantities 
of,  say,  sodium  clorid,  calcium  sulfate,  magnesium  sulfate,  and  other 
salts,  each  of  which  is  a  definite  chemical  compound,  subject  to  exact 
measurement.  And,  therefore,  the  analysis  has  an  absolute  basis — - 
if  we  correctly  determine  the  quantity  of  each  salt,  and  check  the  sum 
against  the  total  solids  in  the  water,  we  know  to  a  eertaintj'  that  we 
have  discovered  and  estimated  all  the  dissolved  matter,  and  that  the 
balance  to  make  up  100  per  cent  is  pure  water.  And  so  it  follows  that 
if  any  number  of  identical  samples  be  tested  by  different  observers,  at 
any  time  or  place,  the  results  will  be  identical,  provided  the  work  be 
correctly  done. 

So  in  ordinary  organic  work,  such  as  wine  analysis,  the  sample  may 
be  divided  into  water,  alcohol,  sugar,  essential  oils  and  coloring  matter. 
all  definite  substances,  capable  of  exact  estimation,  and  therefore  again 
the  results  on  identical  samples  must  always  be  the  same,  if  the  analysis 
is  accurately  made. 

This  absolute  basis  is  entirely  lacking  in  the  ease  of  an  oil  analysis 
(the  word  oil  here  used  to  mean  petroleum  only).  A  crude  petroleum 
is  a  mixture  of  a  very  large  number  of  separate  substances,  many  of 
which  have  never  been  isolated  and  described,  and  even  could  the 
analyst  separate  and  estimate  the  quantity  of  each  of  these  in  the  sample 
submitted  to  him  (which  for  several  reasons  he  can  not),  the  result 
would  be  of  interest  only  to  the  research  chemist,  and  have  no  practical 
value. 

The  commercial  value  of  a  sample  of  petroleum  depends  on  two 
factors — the  percentage  of  valuable  constituents,  and  the  ease  with 
which  these  more  valuable  elements  may  be  separated  from  those  of  less 
value  and  brought  to  the  state  of  purity  demanded  by  the  market.  The 
rational  ol).iect  of  the  commercial  oil  analysis  is,  therefore:  first,  to 
separate  the  oil  into  such  commercial  products  as  have  the  greatest 
aggregate  value  and  determine  the  quantity  of  each:  and.  second,  to 
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form  an  opinion  as  to  the  ease  with  which  this  process  may  be  carried 
may  be  met,  within  limits,  by  suitable  analytical  methods;  the  second 
of  making  first-class  products  on  a  large  scale.  The  first  requirement 
may  be  met,  within  limits,  by  suitable  analytical  methods,  the  second 
calls  for  skill  and  judgment  on  the  part  of  the  operator. 

In  separating  a  small  sample  of  oil  into  the  most  desirable  commercial 
fractions,  and  determining  the  quantity  and  quality  of  each  fraction, 
we  meet  at  once  three  difficulties,  which  we  seek  to  avoid,  so  far  as  may 
be,  in  the  following  manner: 

The  first  difficulty  is,  that  the  products  of  different  oils,  even  when 
sold  under  the  same  name,  are  not  always  identical  in  properties.  For 
instance,  the  gasoline  now  on  the  market  in  California  varies  from  58° 
to  62°  Beaume  in  gravity.  Any  refiner  knows  that  if  an  oil  gives  a  cer- 
tain yield  of  62°  gasoline,  it  will  give  a  much  larger  yield  of  a  gasoline 
of  58°  gravity,  and  correspondingly  less  of  the  next  fraction.  This 
variation  in  specifications  holds  good  for  all  petroleum  products,  and 
can  be  met  in  but  one  way — by  selecting  arbitrarily  such  specifications 
as  give  the  nearest  approach  to  average  refinery  practice,  and  adhering 
to  these  specifications  in  all  analyses.  While  this  sometimes  does  an 
injustice  to  individual  oils,  it  is  probably  the  only  method  feasible  for 
a  large  number  of  analyses. 

The  second  difficulty  is  that  an  oil  can  be  made  to  give  a  number  of 
overlapping  products.  This  applies  particularly  to  the  lubricating  end 
of  the  crude,  and  makes  it  impossible  to  give  figures  having  more  than 
a  suggestive  value.  For  instance,  whole  series  of  dynamo,  neutral  and 
other  light  oils,  of  red  oils  of  various  colors  and  viscosities,  of  skid 
oils  and  grease  stocl?s,  and  of  gas  and  steam  cylinder  oils,  may  be  made 
from  almost  any  crude  by  various  methods  of  distillation  and  treat- 
ment. But  from  any  one  batch  of  crude  but  two,  three,  or  four  kinds 
of  oil  can  be  made,  all  other  possible  oils  being  made  from  the  same  por- 
tions of  the  stock  by  different  refinery  manipulation.  Thus,  a  complete 
analysis  of  the  heavy  end  of  a  crude  becomes  extremely  complicated, 
and  in  a  small  scale  analysis  v\^e  can  do  no  more  than  to  bulk  together 
all  those  portions  of  the  oil  having  any  lubricating  value,  and  give  the 
principal  properties  of  the  average  product  thus  obtained.  This,  of 
course,  gives  only  a  very  general  idea  of  the  value  of  the  crude  oil  as 
raw  material  for  these  products. 

The  third  difficulty  is  a  very  serious  one,  and  can  be  surmounted  only 
in  part,  and  that  by  very  careful  selection  and  regulation  of  laboratory 
methods.  This  difficulty  is,  that  the  products  from  any  given  oil,  even 
when  made  to  set  specifications,  are  not  always  the  same,  but  depend 
to  a  large  extent  on  the  conditions  surrounding  distillation  of  the  crude. 
This  condition  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  distillation  products  of 
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petroleum  do  not  entirely  exist  as  such  in  the  crude,  but  are  formed  by 
a  partial  decomposition  of  the  oil  during  distillation,  and  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  various  products  yielded  by  the  oil  is  materially  influ- 
enced by  the  extent  to  which  decomposition  is  allowed  to  take  place  in 
the  crude  still.  For  instance,  a  sample  of  heavy  crude  may  be  distilled 
with  the  least  possible  decomposition,  giving  an  average  distillate  of, 
say,  18°  Beaume,  and  a  certain  percentage  of  asphalt  of  a  certain  degree 
of  purity.  By  so  conducting  the  distillation  as  to  greatly  decompose  the 
oil,  the  average  gravity  of  the  distillate  may  be  greatly  increased,  up 
to  30°  Beaume,  or  even  more,  by  which  the  lubricating  oils  are  almost 
entirely  destroyed;  this  treatment  considerably  increases  the  yield  of 
asphalt,  but  much  diminishes  its  purity. 

This  excess  decomposition  is  sometimes  advantageous  in  practice 
(within  limits),  but,  as  a  rule,  is  avoided  as  far  as  possible,  and  in  mak- 
ing small  scale  analyses  the  only  safe  rule  is  to  keep  decomposition  down 
to  the  lowest  possible  terms.  This  is  by  no  means  easy,  even  when  all 
precautions  are  taken,  and  analyses  made  under  conditions  of  great 
decomposition,  as  where  the  crude  is  distilled  dry  in  glass  flasks,  are 
valueless  so  far  as  the  lubricating  end  of  the  oil  is  concerned.  The 
various  means  used  to  reduce  decomposition  are  described  in  later 
paragraphs. 

Where  due  precautions  are  followed  in  the  selection  of  a  working 
method,  analyses  on  even  a  very  small  scale  may  be  made  to  produce 
results  agreeing  very  well  with  those  obtained  in  practice.  The  differ- 
ent series  of  analyses  quoted  in  the  following  pages  differ  in  this  respect, 
and  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  show  how  far  the  results  in  each  series 
may  be  depended  on. 

Selection  of  Samples. 

Considering  the  extent  of  territory  covered  by  this  report,  and  the 
number  of  producing  wells  therein,  it  will  be  evident  that  even  to 
obtain,  much  less  to  analyze,  a  sample  from  each  well,  is  entirely  out  of 
the  question.  In  order  to  keep  the  number  of  analyses  within  reason- 
able bounds,  and  at  the  same  time  cover  the  range  of  qualities  as  fully 
as  possible,  the  following  plan  was  adopted. 

The  entire  field  was  divided  into  small  groups  of  wells,  which  appar- 
ently draw  their  oil  from  a  common  source.  Thus,  in  the  Ojai  Valley 
and  vicinity,  the  Pirie  wells,  the  Sulphur  Mountain  wells,  the  group  on 
the  divide  between  Ojai  and  Sisar,  and  the  Silverthread  group,  may 
each  be  considered  as  a  unit,  the  probabilities  being  that  all  the  wells 
in  each  group  produce  from  the  same  sand  or  succession  of  sands. 

From  each  group  the  greatest  possible  number  of  samples  was 
obtained,  and  the  gravity  and  viscosity  of  each  noted,  as  well  as  any 
peculiarities  of  color  and  odor.     Samples  of  maximum  and  minimum 
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gravity  were  then  taken  for  analysis,  and,  where  this  range  is  at  all 
considerable,  one  or  more  samples  of  intermediate  gravity.  Where 
any  great  differences  of  color  and  odor  were  observable,  samples  show- 
ing these  peculiarities  were  also  taken,  regardless  of  gravity. 

Thus,  for  instance,  in  the  Upper  Ojai  group,  all  the  samples  were  of 
the  usual  blackish  brown  color,  with  the  flat  sweetish  odor  character- 
istic of  San  Joaquin  Valley  oils,  and  of  normal  viscosity  for  each 
gravity,  and  all  gave  a  precipitate  of  asphaltene  on  dilution.  The 
assumption  was  thus  highly  probable  that  all  the  oils  of  this  group  were 
of  the  same  general  nature.  The  gravity  range  was  from  11.8°  to  19.3'' 
Beaume,  and  samples  of  these  two  gravities  were  taken  for  analysis,  as 
well  as  two  samples  of  intermediate  gravity.  As  these  four  samples 
show  a  very  regular  gradation  of  properties,  it  is  quite  safe  to  assume 
that  oils  lying  between  these  in  gravity  would  have  corresponding 
analyses. 

In  some  of  the  Ex-Mission  groups,  however,  we  find  two  distinct 
classes  of  oils — those  of  the  usual  blackish  color,  giving  a  normal  amount 
of  asphaltene  on  dilution,  and  oils  of  a  lower  gravity,  but  of  a  green- 
ish color,  giving  little  or  no  asphaltene  precipitate.  In  such  cases, 
samples  of  maximum  and  minimum,  and  in  some  instances  of  inter- 
mediate gravity,  from  both  classes,  were  analyzed. 

Source  and  Classification  of  Analyses. 

Only  a  portion  of  the  analyses  given  herein  were  made  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  report,  as  on  account  of  the  great  labor  involved  in  this 
work  it  was  not  thought  necessary  to  duplicate  satisfactory  analyses 
which  had  already  appeared  in  print.  Where  such  are  used,  however, 
they  have,  so  far  as  possible,  been  recalculated  to  bring  them  to  uni- 
formity with  the  later  analyses  in  order  to  facilitate  comparisons.  It 
is  well  known  that  several  analyses  of  a  single  oil  may  be  given,  so  dif- 
ferent in  appearance  that  onlj'  on  the  most  careful  examination  would 
it  appear  that  the  same  oil  was  being  described,  yet  all  equally  cor- 
rect, the  difference  being  solely  in  the  manner  in  which  the  results  were 
presented.  It  Avill  be  apparent  that  where  a  large  number  of  analyses 
are  given,  the  usefulness  of  the  figures  will  be  greatly  increased  by  a 
uniform  method  of  statement.  So,  in  all  cases  where  the  analysis  in 
its  original  form  gave  the  results  according  to  temperature  fractions, 
or  in  a  different  set  of  gravity  fractions  from  the  standard  adopted, 
these  have  been  recalculated  to  percentages  of  the  standard  gravities 
adopted  in  later  analyses.  But  as  such  calculations  are  not  absolute, 
depending  to  some  extent  on  the  judgment  of  the  analyst,  the  original 
temperature  and  gravity  fractions  are  also  given,  to  enable  the  reader 
to  make  his  own  deductions  if  he  so  desires. 

The  analyses  given  in  the  following  pages  are  divided  into  six  classes, 
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according  to  their  date  and  origin,  and  distinguished  by  series  of  num- 
bers, as  follows : 

Numbers  7400  to  7499.  These  were  made  in  1902  by  Mr.  H.  N. 
Cooper,  and  published  in  Bulletins  31  and  32  of  the  California  State 
Mining  Bureau.  As  the  method  followed  was  dry  distillation  into  tem- 
perature fractions,  the  results  have  been  recast  as  above  stated. 

Numbers  8400  to  8499.  Collected  from  various  sources  and  made  by 
various  methods,  which  are  individually  described  in  connection  with 
the  analysis. 

Numbers  400  to  499  and  1400  to  1499.  Made  in  the  writer's  labora- 
tory between  1899  and  1902  by  various  methods,  individually  described. 

Numbers  2400  to  2499.  Made  by  Messrs.  Wayne  Colver  and  Edward 
N.  Moor,  and  by  the  writer,  in  1902  and  1903,  and  in  part  published  in 
Bulletin  32  of  the  California  State  Mining  Bureau.  These  have  been 
recalculated  to  later  standards. 

Numbers  3400  to  3499.  Made  by  the  writer  since  1903,  by  a  method 
similar  to  that  followed  with  the  next  series,  and  recalculated. 

Numbers  4400  to  4499  and  5400  to  5449.  Made  in  1910  and  1911,  by 
ii  method  specially  worked  out  for  comparing  small  samples.  This 
method  is  described  in  detail  below,  and  forms  the  basis  with  which  the 
other  results  here  given  are  compared. 

Analyses  Having  Numbers  Between  4400  and  5449. 

As  these  results  are  taken  as  a  basis  for  comparison,  the  method  by 
which  they  are  arrived  at  will  be  first  described.  These  analyses  were 
made  by  J.  P.  Prutzman  &  Son,  Petroleum  Engineers,  by  whom  they 
were  contributed  to  this  work.  The  samples,  except  as  otherwise  stated, 
were  taken  by  field  assistants  of  the  State  Mining  Bureau. 

Gravity.  These  tests  were  made,  except  in  a  few  doubtful  cases, 
with  glass  hydrometers,  accurately  standardized  at  two  or  more  points 
by  checks  against  Westphal  weights.  In  the  hands  of  a  skilled  operator, 
hydrometer  readings  properly  corrected  for  meniscus  and  temperature 
are  quite  accurate  enough  for  all  ordinary  purposes,  and  are  consider- 
ably more  accurate  than  the  figures  usually  had  in  the  field  and  refinery. 
Where  calculations  of  volumes  to  weights  were  to  be  made,  or  in  any 
case  where  extreme  accuracy  was  desired,  the  Westphal  balance  was 
used,  as  being  much  more  rapid  than  picnometer  weights,  and  at  least 
as  dependable. 

For  temperature  corrections,  the  factor  0.07°  Beaume  per  degree  F. 
was  used  througliout.  This  factor  is  absolutely  accurate  only  within  a 
very  limited  range  of  gravities,  the  true  correction  ranging  from  about 
0.05°  at  10°  Beaume  to  about  0.09°  at  70°  Beaume.  As  all  readings, 
however,  were  made  between  r)0°  and  80°  F.,  nnd  most  of  them  between 
60°  and  70°.  the  error  thus  introduced  is  inappreciable. 
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Viscosity.  All  the  tests  given  herein,  except  where  otherwise  stated, 
were  made  with  an  Engler  instrument,  standardized  with  water.  The 
viscosity  of  distilled  water  at  60°  F.  is  taken  as  unity. 

Flash  tests.  These  are  the  usual  open  cup  tests,  standard  in  the 
trade.  Electric  spark  was  used,  and  the  usual  rate  of  temperature 
increase  followed. 

Sulfur.  This  element  was  determined  by  means  of  combustion  in 
sodium  peroxid,  in  a  bomb  of  the  construction  shown  by  attached  fig- 
ure.    (See  Figure  4.)     By  using  pressure  on  the  mixture,  the  difficulty 

sometimes  found  in  getting 
perfectly  white  residues  is 
entirely  avoided,  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  sulfur  determinations  so 
made  are  entirely  accurate. 
A  considerable  number  of 
tests  made  by  Mr.  F.  S. 
"Wade,  chemist  for  the  Los 
Angeles  Gas  and  Electric 
Corporation,  in  which  the 
results  of  peroxid  combustion 
were  cheeked  against  oxygen 
bomb  combustions,  gave  a 
very  close  correspondence  in  every  case.  The  combustion  residues  were 
neutralized,  boiled,  precipitated  as  barium  sulfate,  and  weighed  in  the 
usual  manner. 

Nitrogen.  Determinations  of  this  element  were  made  by  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  Kjeldahl  process,  in  which  the  oil  is  oxidized  by  means  of 
fuming  sulfuric  acid  and  permanganate  until  colorless,  diluted,  neutral- 
ized, and  distilled,  and  the  ammonia  estimated  in  the  usual  manner. 

Carbon.  A  few  determinations  of  total  carbon  were  made  by  evolu- 
tion of  the  carbon  dioxid  from  the  residues  of  peroxid  combustions,  the 
gas  being  read  volumetrically.  This  method  is  very  simple,  though  not 
so  accurate  as  tube  combustions,  and  requires  to  be  always  run  against 
a  blank  test  to  determine  carbonates  in  the  peroxid  used. 

Asphaltene.  This  determination  is  made  by  pouring  a  small  sample 
of  the  oil  into  two  hundred  parts  of  a  very  light  gasoline,  being  the 
fraction  of  ordinary  86°  gasoline  boiling  between  100°  and  150°  F.  The 
oil  is  poured  in  very  slowly,  the  gasoline  being  strongly  stirred  to  pre- 
vent precipitation  in  lumps.  The  precipitate  is  then  worked  on  to  dried 
and  tared  filters,  washed  first  with  the  same  gasoline,  then  with  ordi- 
nary 86°  gasoline,  until  the  filtrate  is  colorless,  and  finally  dried  at 
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80°  Cent.,  and  weighed.     Weight  is  expressed  in  percentage  of  the 
weight  (not  volume)  of  the  oil. 

Distillation.  A  sample  of  150  or  200  e.e.  was  placed  in  a  pear-shaped 
copper  flask  (oxj^gen  retort),  and  connected  by  bent  outlet  pipe  to  a 
glass  worm  condenser.  No  thermometer  was  used,  cuts  being  made 
entirely  by  gravity. 

The  first  cut  was  tested  when  5  c.c.  had  collected.  If  this  proved  to 
be  above  61°  gravity,  further  distillate  was  run  in  until  this  gravity 
was  reached.  If  below  61°  on  the  first  test,  distillate  was  run  in  until 
a  gravity  of  52°  was  reached. 
This  proceeding  is  open  to  the 
objection  that  the  first  test  on 
5  c.c.  (or  from  2i  to  3J  per 
cent  of  the  crude)  might  be 
below  61°,  while  a  smaller 
quantity  might  be  above  this 
gravity;  in  other  words,  that 
a  very  small  quantity  of  gaso- 
line might  escape  observation. 
It  mast  be  said,  however,  that 
no  method  of  even  approxi- 
mating the  gravity  of  ex- 
tremely small  samples  of 
gasoline  has  yet  been  devised 
which  does  not  involve  too 
much  wastage  and  evapora- 
tion to  permit  of  adding 
further  distillate  should  the 
gravity  prove  too  high.  Pic- 
nomotcr  gravities  may  be 
taken  on  as  little  as  1  c.c.  of 
sample,  but  as  the  bottle  can  hardly  be  charged  with  a  loss  of  less  than 
one  half  c.c,  and  the  pouring  back  and  forth  .seriously  lowers  the 
gravity,  gasoline  thus  woiglied  can  not  be  poured  back  and  added  to  if 
it  proves  too  light.  While  by  the  use  of  a  delicate  float  graduated  to 
61°,  if  the  float  sink.s  in  the  first  drops,  distillate  can  be  run  in  until  the 
float  rises,  or  if  it  ri.ses  in  the  first  drops,  the  float  can  be  fished  out  and 
replaced  by  a  52°  float  without  any  material  loss  in  either  quantity  or 
gravity.  Of  course,  it  will  be  understood  that  percentages  determined 
on  such  small  samples  are  only  approximate,  but,  while  the  figures  are 
not  represented  to  be  absolutely  accurate,  it  is  surprising  how  closely 
they  do  check,  in  most  cases,  with  the  results  of  actual  running  tests. 

The  gasoline,  if  any,  being  separated,  cuts  are  made  to  bulk  gravities 
(corresponding  to  tank  gravities  in  the  refinery)  of  52°  (engine  distil- 
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late),  42°  (kerosene),  and  33°  (stove  oil).  At  the  beginning  of  this 
cut  the  fire  is  slackened,  and  a  stream  of  ordinary  illuminating  gas 
turned  into  the  oil,  through  a  pipe  brazed  into  the  head  and  reaching 
to  bottom  of  still.  This  gas  is  used  in  place  of  "bottom  steam"  to 
carry  out  the  heavy  vapors  and  reduce  decomposition  as  far  as  possible. 
It  is  feasible  to  use  steam  for  this  purpose  in  larger  stills,  even  down 
to  a  half-gallon  size,  but  the  writer  has  never  been  able  to  devise  a 
practicable  means  of  regulating  the  admission  of  the  very  small  amounts 
of  steam  permissible  in  a  still  taking  a  200  c.c.  charge.  The  use  of  gas 
for  this  purpose  is  rather  novel,  but  it  appears  to  give  almost  the  same 
results  as  steam,  and  is  extremely  easy  to  control.  It  requires  consid- 
erable baffling  in  the  condenser  to  avoid  the  carrying  through  of  a  fog 
of  uncondensed  vapor. 

Distillation  is  continued,  in  this  method,  to  a  dry  coke,  the  bottom  of 
the  still  being  brought  to  a  dull  red  heat.  The  still  is  then  cooled, 
passage  of  gas  being  continued  until  still  is  alraost  cold,  and  the  coke 
scraped  out  and  weighed — the  coke  is  usually  friable  and  flaky,  and 
readily  removed.  The  yield  of  coke  is  calculated  to  the  corresponding 
amount  of  D  asphalt  by  multiplying  by  the  factor  2.5.  The  basis  for 
this  factor  is  given  in  a  later  paragraph. 

The  last  fraction  now  contains  all  the  middlings  and  lubricants,  but 
the  yield  is,  of  course,  too  large  bj''  the  difference  between  the  yield  of 
coke  and  the  calculated  yield  of  asphalt.  The  percentage  obtained  is 
therefore  reduced  by  this  difference,  it  being  assumed  that  the  distillate 
obtained  on  coking  the  asphalt  would  contain  the  same  ratio  of  mid- 
dlings to  lubricants  as  the  earlier  part  of  the  cut,  and,  considering  the 
severe  cracking  which  the  coking  distillate  undergoes,  this  is  not  a  vio- 
lent assumption — in  any  case,  the  error  thus  introduced  is  small. 

The  total  bulk  of  the  last  cut,  after  taking  gravity,  is  put  into  a 
small  Engler  flask  and  distilled  in  a  current  of  gas  until  the  distillate 
shows  28°  Beaume.  As  this  distillation  must  be  done  rather  rapidly,  to 
avoid  burning  the  residue,  the  exact  gravity  is  rather  difficult  to  strike, 
and  in  practice  the  gravity  of  distillate  obtained  varies  somewhat,  but  is 
stated  in  each  case.  The  figures  for  middlings  and  lubricants  are  there- 
fore the  least  certain  of  any  stated  in  these  analyses,  but  this  is  true 
with  any  method,  as  the  extent  to  which  decomposition  takes  place  in 
the  first  run  greatly  influences  these  figures. 

Finally,  the  residue  from  the  last  distillation  (green  oil)  is  shaken 
for  five  minutes  with  exactly  5  per  cent  of  its  bulk  of  66°  commercial 
sulfuric  acid  (added  from  a  burette),  allowed  to  settle,  exactly  neutral- 
ized, and  cleared.  The  gravity,  viscosity  and  color  of  the  red  oil  thus 
obtained  are  noted.  The  light  fractions  (52°  and  42°)  are  also  treated 
with  small  doses  of  acid  and  neutralized — the  color  after  treatment  is 
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indeterminate,  as  a  trace  of  outside  impurity  will  throw  these  off  con- 
siderably, but  the  odor  and  the  behavior  of  the  acid  will  usually  throw 
some  light  on  the  readiness  with  which  these  oils  will  treat  out  in 
practice. 

Where  proper  arrangements  are  made  for  carrying  on  several 
analyses  simultaneously,  the  time  required  by  a  skilled  operator  is  from 
four  to  five  hours  per  analysis.  In  common  with  all  methods  using 
small  samples,  this  scheme  gives  only  approximate  results,  but,  so  far  as 
the  writer  is  aware,  the  results  come  closer  to  those  obtained  in  prac- 
tice than  those  given  by  any  other  method.  The  following  remarks  may 
be  made  as  to  the  validity  of  the  various  figures  obtained: 

The  gasoline  percentage  is  usually  fairly  accurate.  A  smaller  per- 
centage of  gasoline  than  3  per  cent  will  not  usually  be  indicated,  but 
will  be  added  to  the  engine  distillate. 

The  engine  distillate  is  quite  accurate,  except  in  the  above  case, 
where  there  is  a  yield  of  gasoline  too  small  to  measure. 

The  kerosene  percentage  is  accurate  so  far  as  its  goes,  but  as  it  takes 
no  account  of  flash  test  or  burning  properties  (which  can  not  be  had  on 
such  small  samples)  the  percentage  of  finished  kerosene  is  not  indicated, 
except  by  analogy  with  other  oils  of  the  same  character.  In  compar- 
ing a  number  of  samples  of  the  same  general  nature,  the  amounts  of 
kerosene  will  be  pretty  closely  proportional  to  the  yield  of  kerosene 
stock  given  in  this  test. 

The  figure  for  first  run  stove  oil  is  accurate. 

The  figures  for  middlings  and  lubricants  are  only  suggestive,  as  this 
part  of  the  stock  may  be  cut  in  many  different  ways,  and  the  manner  of 
handling  the  crude  greatly  effects  the  results  obtained  on  a  large  scale. 

The  figure  for  asphalt  is  considerably  more  accurate  than  in  any 
method  of  direct  running  applicable  to  small  samples,  and  is  usually 
within  two  or  three  per  cent  of  the  actual  refining  figure  for  the  hard- 
ness given.  Small  scale  tests  in  which  the  asphalt  is  determined 
directly  often  vary  ten  per  cent,  or  even  more,  from  the  truth,  unless 
they  are  corrected  for  hardness. 
Analyses  Having  Numbers  Between  400  and  499,  and  Between  1400  and  1499. 

These  analyses  are  from  the  private  records  of  the  writer.  The 
figures  were  made  at  various  times  and  for  widely  different  purposes, 
and  the  methods  used  varied  considerably.  For  this  reason,  a  brief 
descripti(m  of  the  operating  method  is  given  preceding  each  analysis  in 
this  series,  but  the  general  methods  followed  in  making  specific  deter- 
minations, such  as  gravity,  viscosity,  sulfur  and  asphaltene,  are  the 
same  as  in  the  4400  series  just  described. 
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Analyses  Having  Numbers  Between  2400  and  2499. 

These  analyses  were  made  in  the  writer's  laboratory,  in  the  years 
1902  and  1903,  partly  by  Messrs.  Wayne  Colver  and  Edward  N.  Moor. 
A  sample  ranging  from  100  to  200  c.e.  was  distilled  from  a  glass 
flask,  the  distillate  being  divided  into  fractions  as  follows: 
Below  212°  F.,  light  gasoline. 
212°  to  302°  F.,  heavy  gasoline. 
302°  to  518°  F.,  kerosene  stock. 
Residue  above  518°  F.,  fuel  oil. 

The  residue,  which  would  be  approximately  equal  to  the  residue  left 
in  practice  where  all  kerosene  and  lighter  oils  were  taken  out,  was 
cooled,  the  gravity  noted,  and  the  lubricating  stock  then  evaporated 
off  in  an  open  pan,  until  an  asphalt  of  D  grade  (about  50°  D.  C.  scale) 
remained. 

This  method  is  rapid  and  convenient,  but  has  two  notable  draw- 
backs— the  lubricants  are  lost  in  the  open  evaporation,  and  so  no  infor- 
mation is  gained  as  to  the  behavior  of  the  heavy  end  of  the  oil  on  dis- 
tillation, and  the  percentage  of  asphalt  obtained  on  open  evaporation 
is  greater  than  is  realized  in  distillation,  owing  to  oxidation  of  the 
heavier  oils.  The  figures  for  asphalt  so  obtained  seem  to  be  uniformly 
too  high  by  about  twenty  per  cent  of  the  yield,  so  that  if  the  asphalt 
percentages  given  in  this  series  are  reduced  by  one  fifth,  the  actual  yield 
of  asphalt  is  closely  approximated.  This  deduction  is  made  in  each 
case  where  such  figures  are  presented. 

Analyses  Having  Numbers  Between  3400  and  3499. 

These  analyses  were  made  by  the  Avriter,  according  to  the  following 
method : 

First  distillation  was  made  in  glass,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the 
series  above.  The  residue,  instead  of  being  evaporated  down,  was 
poured  into  a  small  iron  still,  and  reduced  in  vacuum  to  a  grade  some- 
what softer  than  D,  the  amount  of  distillate  to  be  taken  off  being  esti- 
mated from  the  gravity  of  the  residue  taken.  The  asphalt  was  then 
reduced  to  grade  by  open  evaporation,  in  the  same  manner  as  above, 
but  by  taking  the  asphalt  nearly  to  grade  in  the  still  the  error  due  to 
oxidation  is  greatly  reduced,  though  the  results  are  still  a  shade  too 
high. 

The  distillate  from  these  residues  (lubricating  stock)  was  then  reduced 
in  an  iron  still,  in  vacuum,  by  an  amount  calculated  to  bring  it  to  green 
oil  of  about  18°  Beaume,  though  in  practice  the  gravity  of  the  reduced 
stock  varies  considerably.  It  will,  of  course,  be  understood  that  it  is 
quite  impossible  to  withdraw  samples  during  the  distillation,  as  is  done 
in  actual  still  running,  so  that  the  amount  of  distillate  to  be  removed 
to  get  a  certain  gravity  of  residue  must  be  guessed  at. 
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The  same  difficulty,  of  withdrawing  samples,  applies  also  to  the  dis- 
tillation of  crude  to  asphalt,  and  in  laboratory  practice,  where  attempt: 
is  made  to  run  a  small  sample  down  to  any  given  grade  of  asphalt,  the 
resulting  product  often  varies  so  widely  from  the  standard  in  hardness 
that  the  results  as  to  quantity  are  quite  valueless.  This  difficulty^  in 
the  case  of  asphalt,  may  be  gotten  around  in  several  ways — first,  to 
reduce  the  residue  in  an  open  pan,  as  above,  testing  constantly,  which 
makes  it  possible  to  get  even  grades,  but  requires  a  correction  for  oxida- 
tion; second,  to  carry  nearly  to  grade  in  the  still,  and  then  reduce  in  a 
pan,  which  much  reduces  the  error  caused  by  oxidation,  but  does  not- 
obviate  it  entirely,  and  is  also  very  tedious;  third,  to  reduce  in  the  still- 
to  as  near  grade  as  possible,  test  the  penetration,  and  correct  for  hard- 
ness according  to  a  set  percentage-penetration  scale,  and  last,  to  reduce 
the  oil  to  dry  coke  and  calculate  back  to  asphalt.  By  making  the  proper 
allowances,  any  of  these  may  be  made  to  give  accurate  results,  but  it  is 
not  too  much  to  say  that  a  test  made  by  reducing  to  grade  in  the  still 
without  penetration  test  and  correction  is  of  very  slight  quantitative 
value. 

The  method  given  above  is  an  improvement  on  the  one  preceding,  , 
but  is  still  defective  in  that  it  loses  a  small  portion  of  the  lubricants, 
and  thus  disturbs  both  gravity  and  proportion  of  that  fraction.     The  ; 
vacuum  distillations  were  also  found  very  tedious  where  a  number  of  , 
samples  were  to  be  tested.  ^ 

Analyses  Having  Numbers  Between  7400  and  7499.  ' 

These  analyses  were  made  by  ^Mr.  H.  N.  Cooper,  and  published  in  : 
Bulletin  31  of  the  State  Mining  Bureau.  All  were  made  by  distillation  . 
in  glass  flasks,  dividing  the  distillate  into  temperature  fractions,  and  •. 
running  the  heavy  end  of  the  oil  to  asphalt  in  a  manner  calculated  to  | 
carry  decomposition  to  the  limit.  Full  description  of  the  methods  fol-  ■ 
lowed  may  be  found  in  Bulletin  31,  and  also  in  the  final  insert  table  in  i 
Bulletin  32  of  the  Bureau.  For  the  purposes  of  the  present  work,  these 
figures  have  been  recalculated  as  follows :  i 

The  temperatures  given  by  Mr.  Cooper  in  degrees  Centigrade  have  i 
been  converted  into  degrees  Fahrenheit,  the  latter  scale  being  solely  used  * 
in  the  oil  trade. 

Heat  values  have  been  converted  from  calories  to  British  thermal 
units  for  the  same  reason — that  the  British  standard  is  in  general  use 
among  engineers,  while  the  more  rational  French  standard  is  not. 

Fractions  are  given  in  "Sir.  CoopeT's  original  figures  (converting 
Centigrade  to  Fahrenheit  degrees,  and  specific  gravities  into  the  more 
readily  understood  Beaume),  and,  following  these,  the  various  arbitrary 
fractions  are  calculated  roughly  to  commercial  products  of  standard 
gravities,  to  facilitate  comparisons  with  the  other  analyses  given.    Sucli 
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calculated  percentages  are  little  more  than  estimates,  but  probably  will 
be  more  informing  than  the  original  arbitrary  figures. 

Mr.  Cooper's  sulfur  percentages  are  from  the  residues  of  combustion 
iu  an  oxygen  bomb.  Gravities  are  by  picnometer  weights.  Viscosities 
are  by  the  Redwood  instrument,  which,  when  standardized  with  water, 
compares  well  with  the  Engler  used  for  the  other  samples.  Flash  tests 
are  by  the  Abel  closed  tester,  and  do  not  compare  with  the  open-cup 
tests  standard  in  the  trade,  being  very  much  lower. 

The  distillations  are  accurate  in  the  lighter  portions,  but  the  method 
of  distillation  followed  (using  a  glass  flask,  and  running  up  to  tempera- 
ture two  or  three  times),  entirely  destroys  the  identity  of  the  lubricating 
end  of  the  oil,  and  makes  this  portion  of  the  analysis  of  very  small 
value.    It  also  seriously  affects  the  percentage  of  asphalt. 


Figure  3 

OIL  TEST  STILL 

For  Distilling  Samples 
up  to 

One  Gallon 
In  Steam 


PIRIE,    yULPHUR    MOUNTAIN    AND    OJAl    WELLS.  21 

CHAPTER  III. 

PIRIE,  SULPHUR  MOUNTAIN  AND  OJAI  WELLS. 

Ventura  County. 

From  the  city  of  Ventura,  in  the  county  of  that  name,  to  Newhall, 
in  western  Los  Angeles  County,  a  succession  of  producing  localities  is 
found  on  both  sides  of  the  Santa  Clara  River,  and  in  two  locations  in 
the  hills  north  of  Simi  Valley.  These  deposits  follow  the  foothills  of 
the  San  Rafael  Mountains  from  the  banks  of  Ventura  River  to  Pirn 
Creek,  but  have  not,  up  to  this  time,  been  traced  farther  to  the  east,  nor 
have  many  direct  indications  of  oil  been  found  in  the  mountainous 
country  west  of  Ventura  River. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  Santa  Clara,  production  commences  farther 
east,  the  most  westerly  developments  up  to  this  time  being  at  Bards- 
dale,  south  of  the  town  of  Fillmore,  and  from  here  oil  has  been  developed 
at  intervals  to  a  point  somewhat  east  of  Newhall.  The  two  producing 
localities  on  the  north  side  of  Simi  Valley  are  south  of  the  town  of  Piru, 
and  of  the  Tapo  and  Torrey  wells. 
Topography. 

The  Santa  Clara  Valley  is  a  river  wash  of  no  great  width,  being  per- 
haps three  miles  wide  at  Santa  Paula,  a  mile  at  Piru,  and  averaging 
less  than  half  a  mile  farther  east.  The  river  itself  is  a  winter  stream, 
carrying  little  or  no  water  in  summer,  but  subject  to  heavy  floods  during 
the  rainy  season,  and  has  the  wide,  sandy  bed  characteristic  of  such 
streams. 

The  hills  north  of  the  river  are  in  the  main  quite  abrupt,  the  rolling 
hills  usually  found  in  this  part  of  the  State  being  noted  only  near  Ven- 
tura River.  North  of  Fillmore  and  Piru,  the  lowest  of  the  hills  are 
steep  and  rugged,  while  those  farther  north  are  mountains  of  consider- 
able magnitude.  The  steep  pitch  of  the  hillsides  and  the  sharpness  of 
the  canons  have  much  retarded  prospecting  in  this  part  of  the  field. 

South  of  the  river,  and  particularly  to  the  west  of  Tapo  Canon,  the 
liills  arc  more  rounded,  and  on  the  Simi  side,  at  least,  quite  accessible, 
though  somewhat  abrupt  on  their  northern  face.  East  of  Tapo  the 
extreme  roughness  noted  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  is  again  mani- 
fest, and  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pico  Canon  the  country  is  so  rugged 
that  a  number  of  oil-well  sites  are  inaccessible  by  road,  and  reached 
only  by  trails. 
Climate. 

The  climate  of  this  territory  is  a  compromise  between  that  of  the 
coast  and  that  of  the  interior.  The  entire  region  is  rainless  in  summer, 
but  at  the  lower  end  of  the  valley  the  heat  is  much  moderated  by  con- 
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stant  sea  breezes  and  occasional  fogs.  Farther  east  the  climate  much 
resembles  that  of  the  lower  San  Joaquin,  being  extremely  hot  in  summer, 
and  dry,  at  all  seasons.  As  a  whole,  the  climate,  which  is  delightful  at 
the  western  end  and  in  the  higher  hills,  is  tolerable  in  the  least  favored 
portion,  and  healthful  in  all  parts  of  this  area. 

Griology. 

The  geology  of  this  region,  in  its  broader  aspects,  has  been  thoroughly 
covered  in  previous  works,  and  may  be  dismissed  here  with  a  word  as 
to  two  salient  features  which  sharply  distinguish  this  territory  from 
^ny  other  producing  district  of  the  State,  both  of  these  features  having 
a  Inaterial  bearing  on  the  prevailing  methods  of  operation,  on  the  char- 
acter of  oil  produced,  and  on  the  prospects  for  extension  of  known 
territory. 

The  first  distinguishing  characteristic  of  the  geology  of  this  area  is 
the  predominating  quantity  of  hard  and  close-grained  rocks  in  forma- 
tion's of  all  ages  except  the  very  latest.  Clays  and  shales  are,  it  is  true, 
found  in  some  quantity  over  most  of  this  area,  but  even  these  are,  as  a 
rtile,  thoroughly  compacted,  and  the  sandstones  are  uniformly  hard  and 
close  grained,  merging  into  quartzites  in  the  lower  members.  The  pre- 
vailing hardness  of  the  rocks  penetrated  brings  about  two  important 
results,  the  first,  that  a  large  part  of  the  drilling  troubles  encountered 
in- -the  soft  rock  fields  (such  as  the  San  Joaquin  Valley)  are  here 
unknown.  This  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  offset  in  practice  by  the  boulder 
strata  found  in  some  of  the  later  and  upper  formations,  and  by  the 
irkelination  of  the  strata,  but  it  is  yet  a  fact  that  the  absence  of  quick- 
sand, running  oil  sands,  sticky  clays,  and  caving  shales  make  both 
drilling  and  production  much  cheaper  in  this  district  than  in  those  of 
heavier  production  and  softer  formation.  The  second  result  is  that 
over  almost  the  whole  of  this  area  the  production  of  individual  w^ells 
is'shiall,  fifty  barrels  per  day  being  considered  a  large  production,  and 
the  average  being  a  fraction  of  this  amount.  This  again  is  offset,  in 
maiky  eases  at  least,  by  the  high  quality  of  the  oil  produced,  and  by  the 
mitisually  low  cost  of  maintenance  and  operation  which  follow  from 
prbduction  out  of  hard  sands. 

■The  other  characteristic  feature  of  this  district  is  the  very  unusual 
degree  of  folding  and  faulting  to  which  the  rocks  have  been  subjected. 
At  least  two  great  faults,  and  numberless  minor  ones,  are  found  here, 
dtid'  while  a  mddified  anticlinal  structure  may  be  traced  at  many  points, 
and  has  a  certain  connection  with  the  location  of  the  oil  deposits,  these 

A  valuable  collection  of  data  and  observations  as  to  the  geology  of  the  Ventura- 
IS^'h^ll  district  may  be  found  in  "The  Santa  Clara  Valley  Oil  District,"  by  the  late 
Geo.  ft.  Eldrldge.  published  In  Bulletin  309  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey. 
A  number  of  interesting  notes  as  to  the  structure  and  developments  at  various  points 
in  this  district  will  be  found  in  Bulletin  19  of  the  California  State  Mining  Bureau 
b^"W.  L.  \^atts. 
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anticlines  are  most,  if  not  all,  considerably  faulted,  and  it  is  highly 
probable  that  a  true  anticline,  in  the  sense  of  the  unbroken  arch  found 
in  many  of  our  fields,  does  not  exist  over  the  entire  area  in  question. 
It  follows  from  this  that,  because  of  the  steep  and  variable  inclination 
of  the  producing  strata,  the  oil-yielding  districts  are  disconnected,  and 
of  small  area,  and,  the  limits  of  each  pool  being  reached,  the  question 
of  the  possibility  and  direction  of  extension  is  uncertain  in  the  extreme. 
As  a  rule,  the  existence  of  productive  formations  is  probably  indicated 
by  seepages,  which  are  extremely  numerous,  and  from  which  all  the 
productive  areas  have  been  traced,  but  over  the  extensive  areas  which 
do  not  show  seepages  the  location  of  prospect  wells  is  a  very  difficult 
matter,  and  large  sums  have  been  spent  in  unsuccessful  work  of  this 
nature.  The  extremely  variable  character  and  value  of  the  oil  pro- 
duced is  also  due  to  this  excessive  fracturing,  oils  of  the  most  divergent 
qualities  often  being  produced  w'ithin  a  very  small  area,  or  even  from 
the  same  well. 

These  points  will  be  dwelt  on  at  more  length  in  describing  the  differ- 
ent sections  of  this  district,  but  for  the  present  it  will  be  sufficient  to 
emphasize  the  fact  that  this  district  is  not,  in  any  sense,  a  single  oil 
field,  but  is  rather  a  succession  of  small  pools,  some  of  which  may,  but 
many  of  which  apparently  may  not,  be  connected  by  later  developments. 

Subdivisions. 

Because  of  the  variability  above  pointed  out,  it  is  impossible  to  give 
any  adequate  description  of  this  district  as  a  whole,  and  yet  a  satisfac- 
tory scheme  of  division  is  difficult.  In  presenting  the  following  notes, 
a  scheme  has  been  adopted  which,  while  not  perfect,  seems  to  make 
reference  as  easy  as  is  possible  under  all  the  circumstances.  This  divi- 
sion is  as  follows : 

Townships  4-24,  4^23,  4-22,  and  3-23.    This  includes 
Wells  west  of  Ventura  River. 
The  Pirie  wells,  near  Nordhoff. 
Wells  in  Ventura  River  Valley. 
The  Sulphur  Mountain  wells. 

The  Ojai  wells,  which  have  not  yet  been  connected  with  those  of 
the  Silverthread  group.  The  Burrows  and  Aliso  wells,  on  the 
Ex-Mission,  which  fall  into  this  township,  are  reserved  for  the 
next  group,  because  of  their  plain  connection  with  the  Adams 
and  Saltmarsh  wells  farther  east. 
Township  4-21.     This  includes 

The  Slocum,  Adams,   Tar  Flat,   Saltmarsh,   Burrows,   and   Aliso 

wells,  on  the  Ex-Mission. 
The  Silverthread  group  of  wells,  along  the  north  bank  of  Sisar 
Creek. 
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The  O'Hara  wells,  on  the  east  side  of  Santa  Paula  Canon. 
The  Empire  wells,  and  three  or  four  prospect  holes  adjacent,  but 
situated  in  township  4-20. 
Township  5-20.     This  includes 

The  heavy  oil  wells  of  the  upper  Big  Sespe,  which  have  not  been 
connected  with  the  Tar  Creek  wells  farther  east. 
Townships  5-19  and  4-19.     These  cover 

The  Tar  Creek,  Squaw  Flat,  and  Little  Sespe  wells,  which  appear 

to  belong  to  a  single  formation. 
A  few  scattering  prospect  holes  along  lower  Sespe  Canon,  in  4-20 

and  4-19. 
The  Hopper  Canon  wells. 
Townships  3-20  and  3-19. 

These  include  the  Bardsdale  wells  only. 
Townships  4-18  and  3-18.    These  include 
The  Modelo  wells. 
The  Temescal  wells  and  a  number  of  prospect  holes  to  the  east  of 

the  Temescal  and  covering  the  western  part  of  4-19. 
The  Torrej^  wells. 
The  Tapo  wells. 
The  Eureka  wells. 
The  Simi  wells. 

Townships  4-24,  4-23,  4-22,  and  3-23. 

The  valley  of  Ventura  River  lies  along  the  western  side  of  township 
4^23,  this  river  running  from  north  to  south,  and  draining  into  the 
Pacific  Ocean  at  San  Buenaventura.  Ventura  River  rises  in  the  main 
range  of  the  Santa  Ynez  ^Mountains,  which  follow  the  coast,  lying 
almost  due  east  and  west,  from  Coneepcion,  in  Santa  Barbara  County, 
to  the  Ventura  County  line,  and  which,  under  the  name  of  San  Rafael 
Mountains,  are  continued  quite  across  that  county.  At  the  western 
border  of  this  county,  a  spur  takes  off  to  the  southeast,  Casitas  being 
at  or  near  the  pivotal  point,  and  continues  as  far  as  Santa  Paula  Creek, 
where  it  again  merges  with  the  main  range.  Ojai  Valley,  lying  east 
and  west  between  these  two  ranges,  is  distinctly  a  valley  of  formation, 
that  is,  its  origin  is  due  to  earth  movements,  while  the  narrow  valleys, 
hardly  more  than  canons,  of  Ventura  River  and  Santa  Paula  Creek, 
are  plainly  eroded  channels,  cutting  as  they  do  across  the  strike  of  the 
formation. 

The  mountains  to  the  west  of  Ventura  River  are  of  somewhat  later 
age  than  the  formations  of  the  main  Santa  Ynez  range,  and  in  their 
lower  portions,  at  least,  consist  of  unaltered  sedimentary  rocks.  No 
direct  indications  of  petroleum  have  been  found  in  these  mountains, 
and  while  some  results  have  been  claimed  for  wells  drilled  near  Casitas 
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and  on  Chismahoo  Mountain,  these  reports  are  not  so  conclusive  as 
might  be  desired,  and  this  territory  must  for  the  present  be  considered 
as  untested. 

Ojai  Valley  is  a  rather  flat  table-land,  lying  some  seven  hundred  feet 
above  sea  level,  and  extending  to  the  west  beyond  the  bounds  of  town- 
ship 4-23.  At  this  point  the  width  is  some  three  miles,  at  Nordhoff 
perhaps  one  and  one  half  miles,  and  some  two  miles  to  the  east  of  this 
town  the  lower  valley  terminates  in  a  low  ridge,  ranging  from  north- 
west to  southeast,  and  lying  between  San  Antone  Creek  and  Lyon 
Creek.  This  is  a  well-watered,  fertile,  and  prosperous  valley,  consisting 
of  pasture  lands  studded  with  oaks,  and  of  highly  cultivated  fields  and 
orchards. 

Upper  Ojai  Valley  is  separated  from  the  lower  valley  by  the  ridge 
just  mentioned  (which  is,  indeed,  hardly  noticeable  at  its  eastern  side), 
and  lies  much  higher,  being  from  fourteen  Hundred  to  fifteen  hundred 
feet  above  sea-level.  The  drainage  crest  of  this  valley,  which  is  imper- 
ceptible to  the  eye,  lies  near  the  west  line  of  section  12,  4-22,  drainage  to 
the  east  being  down  the  canons  of  Sisar  and  Santa  Paula  creeks.  At  its 
western  and  wider  end,  the  upper  valley  is  some  tw^o  miles  wide,  and 
drains  into  Lyon  Creek— it  consists,  like  the  lower  valley,  of  orchards 
and  grain  land,  and,  like  that  valley,  has  a  mild  and  delightful  climate. 

The  foothills  of  the  San  Rafael  and  Santa  Ynez  mountains  follow 
closely  the  northern  limits  of  these  townships,  and  toward  the  east  are 
known  particularly  as  the  Topa-Topa  Mountains.  These  are  very  steep 
and  rough  hills,  crossed  only  by  trails,  and  consist  of  unaltered  or 
locally-altered  sedimentary  formations,  having  a  prevailing  dip  to  the 
north,  i.  e.,  into  the  mountain.  The  whole  northerly  boundary  of  these 
two  valleys  is  undoubtedly  due  to  a  profound  fault.  As  this  northerly 
dip  exposes  the  edge  of  all  strata  to  a  very  considerable  depth,  it  is 
probable  that  the  absence  of  seepages  in  these  hills  is  a  safe  indication 
of  the  absence  of  petroleum  along  the  upthrust  side  of  this  fault,  though 
the  possibility  remains  that  such  deposits  may  be  found  in  the  later 
and  upper  deposits  further  to  the  north.  On  account  of  the  inaccessi- 
bility of  this  territory,  it  has  been  but  little  prospected,  and  the  strip 
of  mountain  country  lying  between  Matilija  and  Cuyama  Valley  is 
probably  as  little  known  as  any  part  of  the  United  States. 

Sulphur  ^fountain  is  a  ridge  of  considerable  height  (varying  between 
2500  and  2750  feet)  and  of  very  peculiar  formation  and  appearance. 
The  formation,  which  will  be  described  in  more  detail  in  a  later  para- 
graph, consists  in  brief  of  an  upthrust  fault  both  north  and  south,  with 
a  pronounced  synclinal  arch  between.  In  other  words,  of  a  long  and 
narrow  block  raised  several  hundred  feet  above  the  surrounding  country, 
and  depressed  along  its  main  axis.    At  the  east,  this  ridge  terminates 
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abruptly,  probably  by  faulting  at  Santa  Paula  Creek,  while  at  the  west 
it  is  gradually  depressed,  and  loses  itself  in  the  formless  group  of  hills 
east  and  south  of  San  Antone  Creek.  This  ridge  is  thus  distinguished 
by  being  of  an  age  and  a  structure  quite  distinct  from  those  of  the  valley 
to  the  north  and  the  rolling  hills  to  the  south,  by  its  very  steep,  indeed 
almost  precipitous  sides,  and  by  many  of  its  canons  having  a  general 
direction  parallel  to  the  axis,  the  latter  a  most  unusual  occurrence. 

South  of  Sulphur  jMountain  is  an  area  of  rolling  hill  land,  embraced 
in  the  Ex-Mission  and  Canada  Larga  grants,  and  extending  to  the 
south  as  far  as  the  Santa  Clara  River.  This  territory  is  more  fully 
described  under  township  4^21. 

We  thus  have  within  the  limits  of  these  two  townships  six  distin- 
guishable areas,  of  which  four  have  produced  oil,  as  follows : 

The  mountainous  area  west  of  Ventura  River — some  developments, 
but  no  discovery. 

The  mountainous  area  north  of  the  two  valleys — no  developments  and 
no  apparent  prospects. 

Lower  Ojai  Vallej^ — discovery  on  the  Pirie  Ranch,  near  Nordhoff,  but 
no  present  production. 

Upper  Ojai  Valley — production  from  the  so-called  Ojai  wells. 

Sulphur  Mountain — discoveries  on  the  main  ridge,  in  4r-22,  and  in 
Lyon  Canon,  but  no  present  production. 

Ex-Mission  tract,  with  scattered  but  long-established  production. 

Wells  West  of  Ventura  River. 

Four  wells  drilled  just  east  of  Rincon  Creek,  though  in  Ventura 
County,  belong  properly  to  Santa  Barbara  County  developments,  and 
will  be  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  south  coast  of  that  county. 

Arctic  Oil  Company.  Drilled  two  wells  on  the  east  flank  of  Chis- 
mahoo  Mountain,  on  the  west  of  Coyote  Creek.  The  first  was  in  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  8,  4-24,  was  drilled  in  1897  to  a  depth  of 
1669  feet,  and  is  reported  as  a  dry  hole. 

No.  2  was  drilled  in  1898,  and  was  approximately  2000  feet  deep. 
This  well  was  reported  as  having  had  a  trace  of  oil,  though  parties  con- 
cerned in  drilling  the  well  deny  this.  This  well  was  located  on  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  5.  4—24.  Both  these  wells  were  in  the  high 
hills,  at  an  elevation  of  nearly  3000  feet. 

Western  Coast  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  two  wells  in  the 
hills  east  of  Casitas  Pass.  No.  1  was  in  section  34,  4-24,  east  of  the 
pass,  and  south  of  the  Ventura  Road.  This  well  was  drilled  in  1900,  to 
a  depth  of  about  1500  feet,  and  is  reported  as  a  drj^  hole. 

No-  2  was  drilled  in  1901,  at  the  junction  of  Willow  Creek  and  Coyote 
Creek,  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  36,  4-24.  This  well  was 
1635  feet  deep  and  was  abandoned  on  account  of  caving  formation. 
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It  baled  enough  oil  near  the  bottom  to  enable  the  collection  of  small 
samples,  and  was  considered  an  encouraging  prospect, 

A  well  is  reported  to  have  been  drilled  in  Caiiada  del  Diablo,  on  the 
Canada  de  San  Miguelito  Rancho,  section  29,  3-23.     No  information 
could  be  had. 
Pirie  Wells. 

The  tract  on  which  these  wells  are  located  is  known  as  the  Pirie  Tract, 
in  sections  12, 13,  and  14,  4  N.  23  W.,  and  in  7  and  18,  4  N.  22  W.  (See 
Figure  5.)  This  tract  approximates  1200  acres  in  area,  and  is  located, 
geographically,  at  the  western  end  of  Sulphur  ^Mountain,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  lower  Ojai  Valley,  at  the  moutli  of  Lyon  Caiion,  and  on  the 
southea.st  bank  of  San  Antoue  Creek. 


FieuRE    i 


TOPOtn*RHic   iunvcT        PIRIE 


The  central  portion  of  the  ranch  consists  of  a  flat  valley,  or  swale, 
sloping  gently  toward  the  northeast.  This  valley  terminates  at  the 
south  in  a  low,  rounded  ridge,  which  divides  it  from  Lyon  Canon.  At 
the  west  end  of  the  property  is  a  hill  some  450  feet  in  height  (above 
the  valley  floor)  sloping  gently  to  the  south,  and  sharply  to  the  north 
and  west,  dividing  the  valley  from  San  Antone  Creek. 

Tar  Canon  lies  at  the  northern  foot  of  this  hill,  and  north  again  lies 
a  lower  rounded  hill,  sloping  gently  to  San  Antone  Creek  on  the  north. 

East  of  the  valley  lies  the  foot  of  Sulphur  IMountain,  rising  sharply 
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at  most  points,  but  folded  into  synclinal  structure,  which  leaves  a 
wide  canon  roughly  parallel  to  the  southeast  property  line.  The  other 
canons  in  these  hills  are  short  and  abrupt,  and  the  hills  themselves  are 
steep  and  brush-covered.  The  principal  elevation  is  noted  on  Figure  5 
as  Hill  "A." 

Every  portion  of  this  tract,  excepting  the  extreme  southwest  corner, 
drains  into  the  central  swale,  and  thence  into  San  Antone  Creek  on 
the  north,  and  also,  by  means  of  Tar  Caiion,  into  the  same  creek  on  the 
west.  An  imperceptible  divide  separates  the  drainage  of  the  two  ends 
of  the  swale.    The  topography  is  illustrated  by  Figure  5. 

Seven  wells  have  been  drilled  within  the  bounds  of  the  Pirie  Tract, 
and  one  just  across  San  Antone  Creek  to  the  northwest.  These  were  as 
follows : 

Philadelphia-California  Petroleum  Company,  a  well  on  the  P.  T. 
Hobson  Tract.  This  well  was  drilled  in  1864,  and  cased  at  the  surface 
with  a  most  remarkable  cast-iron  pipe,  about  eight  inches  in  diameter 
and  an  inch  thick — this  is  still  visible.  This  well  was  abandoned  at 
843  feet  on  account  of  lost  tools,  and  found  no  oil. 

Ezra  Taylor  of  Nordhoff  drilled  two  wells  in  Tar  Canon  in  1893. 
These  were  drilled  with  a  light  hand  rig,  and  cased  with  riveted  pipe. 
The  first  was  85  feet  deep,  and  was  carried  into  an  oil  sand,  which  did 
not  produce  enough  to  pump. 

The  second  Avell  was  drilled  in  the  same  year  to  a  depth  of  333  feet, 
and  stopped  on  entering  sand.  There  were  traces  of  oil  at  90  feet,  and, 
as  this  well  is  directly  along  the  apparent  line  of  strike  from  No.  1, 
this  was  probably  the  same  sand  found  in  that  well  at  85  feet — the  sur- 
face levels  are  practically  the  same.  On  striking  the  sand,  this  well 
commenced  to  flow  water  and  oil,  and  continued  to  flow  twenty  barrels 
of  net  oil  per  daj'  for  a  month  or  more,  and  thereafter  pumped  a  slowly- 
diminishing  quantity  for  more  than  a  year.  The  railroad  had  not  at 
that  time  been  built,  and  the  lessees  of  the  property  built,  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  a  pipe  line  connecting  with  the  main  Silverthread  line,  eight 
miles  distant.  This  well  was  cased  with  4-inch  riveted  pipe,  and  no 
attempt  was  made  to  shut  off  the  water  nor,  so  far  as  can  be  learned, 
to  keep  the  well  clean.  It  pumped  considerable  water  at  all  times,  and 
gradually  dwindled  to  a  small  output,  and  was  abandoned  after  the 
later  wells  failed.  It  is  probably  still  good  for  two  or  three  barrels  a 
day. 

The  third  well  was  drilled  by  the  owner  of  the  property,  John  Pirie, 
and  was  within  eight  feet  of  Taylor  No.  1,  and  apparently  down  the 
dip.  It  encountered  the  same  dry  sand  at  125  feet,  and  was  carried  to 
a  depth  of  500  feet,  in  red  rock,  without  encountering  further  indi- 
cations. 
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The  fourth  well  was  started  by  John  Pirie,  and  finished  by  the  Union 
Oil  Company  with  a  standard  rig.  This  was  twenty  feet  up  the  dip 
from  the  producing  well,  and  is  said  to  have  had  traces  of  oil,  though 
it  never  produced,  and  certainly  did  not  encounter  the  sand  which 
produced  in  the  second  well.  It  was  carried  to  about  900  feet,  finding 
gas  at  or  near  the  bottom — this  is  still  being  collected  as  it  rises  through 
the  water  and  used  for  household  purposes. 

The  fifth  well  was  drilled  by  the  Union  Oil  Company  in  1894,  and 
was  located  directly  on  the  brea  bed  in  the  bottom  of  the  cafion.  This 
well  was  drilled  to  950  feet,  and  abandoned  in  salt  water,  without 
finding  any  traces  of  oil. 

The  sixth  well  was  drilled  by  the  Union  Oil  Company  in  the  same 
year,  in  the  edge  of  the  valley  at  the  west  end  of  the  same  hill.  It  was 
abandoned  at  a  depth  reported  at  500  feet,  in  quicksand,  without  find- 
ing any  traces  of  oil. 

The  seventh  well  was  drilled  by  the  Union  Oil  Company  in  1894, 
immediately  on  the  fault  line  on  the  north  bank  of  Tar  Canon.  No 
definite  data  can  be  had  as  to  the  results  from  this  well,  other  than  the 
depth,  which  was  close  to  1500  feet,  but  it  is  reported  to  have  found 
traces  of  oil  at  several  points. 

The  age  of  the  formations  appearing  on  this  tract  is  given  by  Eld- 
ridge  (Bulletin  309,  U.  S.  Geol.  Sur.)  as  Eocene,  the  Middle  Sandstone 
of  the  Sespe  Series.  As  oil  is  very  much  in  evidence  at  a  number  of 
points  in  this  vicinity,  the  age  of  the  strata  was  considered  of  minor 
importance,  and  no  attempt  was  made  to  verify.  The  description  given 
of  these  deposits,  "brownish-red  sandstones  and  conglomerates,  with 
minor  layers  of  sandy  and  muddy  shale,"  applies  to  the  rocks  here 
observed. 

The  detailed  structure  of  this  tract  and  its  immediate  vicinity  is 
rather  complicated,  and  lacking  any  adequate  number  of  exposures,  and 

details  as  to  the  old  wells,  can 
not  be  determined  with  cer- 
tainty at  all  points  from  work 
done  up  to  this  time.  The 
main  features,  however,  may 
be  taken  as  follows: 

The    ridge    known    as   Sul- 
phur Mountain  has.  farther  to 
the  east,  the  straicture  shown 
Figure  6.  in  Figure  6    (which  must  be 

considered  highly  generalized).     Tiuit  is,  it  is  a  syncline,  faultcnl  away 
at  both  sides. 

Toward  the  west  end,  however,  and  where  it  enters  this  tract,  the 
ridge  divides,  extending  one  arm  west  and  one  southwest.  The  western 
arm  terminates  along  the  east  line  of  the  Pirie  tract,  the  soutliwestern 
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runs  some  distance  farther  to  the  west, 


and  terminates  at  the  Ventura 
lliver.  Lyon  Caiion  lies 
between  the  two  arms,  and 
follows  a  fault  separating 
what  appears  to  be  a  dupli- 
cation of  tbe  synclinal  struc- 
ture. The  general  structure 
down  the  township  line  sepa- 
rating 4-22  from  4^23  is 
shown  in  Figure  7,  which 
again  is  verj^  highly  general- 
ized. 

This  synclinal  structure  is  well  developed  at  the  eastern  end  of  the 
Pirie  tract,  and  I  can  find  no  trace  of  the  anticline  which  is  reported 
as  extending  across  the  center  of  the  tract.  While  this  is  given  by  a 
very  competent  authority,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  this  anticline  had 
been  assumed  to  extend  farther  to  the  west  than  the  facts  warrant,  prob- 
ably on  the  strength  of  examinations  made  farther  east. 

Along  San  Antone  Creek,  near  the  northwest  corner  of  this  tract, 
all  the  exposed  strata  dip  to  the  north.  Along  Oil  Well  Canon  they  dip 
to  the  northeast  and  southwest  respectively,  but  the  exposures  on  the 
two  sides  do  not  correspond,  and  I  consider  this  canon  as  exposing  a 
fault  line,  the  south  being  the  upthrow  side. 

Lyon  Canon,  near  the  east  side  of  section  13,  shows  exactly  the  same 
structure,  and  the  formation  dips  away  sharply  on  each  side.  The 
structure  along  the  line  C-C  (Figure  5)  would  thus  be  as  in  Figure  8. 
This  is  scaled,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  accurate  in  the  main. 


Figure  S. 

At  the  west  end  of  the  tract,  the  elevation  indicated  on  Figure  5  as 
' '  Hill  B  "  is  evidently  a  fault  block,  raised  on  its  north  and  west  sides. 
Tar  Caiion  following  the  north  fault  line.  Exactly  the  same  structure 
is  shown  along  Tar  Canon,  the  formation  dipping  away  in  both  direc- 
tions. Exposures  are  lacking  to  determine  the  structure  of  "Hill  C," 
but  from  the  dips  along  Tar  Canon,  and  the  very  evident  upthrow 
along  the  south  bank  of  San  Antone  Creek  north  of  this  hill,  I  am 
inclined  to  consider  it  a  minor  fault  block,  dipping  to  the  north  at'  a 
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low  angle.     The  structure  along  the  line  D-D  would  thus  be  as  in 
Figure  9. 


Figure  0. 

Referring  again  to  the  developments  south  of  Oil  Well  Canon — it  will 
be  noted  that  the  wells  knov\Ti  as  Taylor  1  and  Pirie  1,  which  are  but 
eight  feet  apart,  showed  a  dip  of  the  sand  of  41  feet,  or  nearly  78 
degrees.  On  all  sides  of  the  hill  where  there  are  exposures  the  dip  is 
extremely  uniform  at  21.5  degrees.  The  variation  between  these  two 
figures,  and  the  fact  that  the  fourth  and  fifth  wells  did  not  encounter 
the  sand  at  all,  may  be  accounted  for  in  two  ways. 

The  first  is,  that  all  these  wells  were  drilled  in  a  zone  of  crushed  fault 
material,  and  did  not  enter  the  oil  formation  at  all.  No.  2  finding  merely 
a  pocket  containing  seepage 
from  sands  in  the  unbroken 
formation.     (See  Figure  10.) 

The  other  explanation  is, 
that  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  fault  the  edge  of 
the  formation  is  sharply  up- 
turned. (See  Figure  11.)  I 
prefer  this  view  for  three 
reasons — one,  that  if  the  oil 
in  No.  2  was  stray  oil,  it  is 
hardly  likely  that  four  other 
wells,  one  only  twenty  feet 
distant,  should  have  failed  to 
find  some  of  it.  Another, 
that  so  far  as  the  records,  and 
the  recollections  of  the  first 
driller  can  be  tru.sted.  these 
wells  were  clean  drilling,  and 
gave  no  indication  of  the 
shattering  noted,  for  instance,  in  the  Upper  Ojai  wells,  where  the  oil  is 
found  to  be  in  stringers  of  crushed  shale  in  broken  ground.     To  this 
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may  be  coupled  the  fact  that  the  oil  obtained  from  No.  2  was  of  high 
gravity,  and  not  the  oxidized  and  debased  oil  usually  found  in  badly 
broken  formation.  And  the  last,  that  some  small  surface  exposures 
may  be  found  which  show  a  very  high  degree  of  dip  in  the  direction 
indicated,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  these  two  welLs.  The  reason  for 
No.  4  not  striking  the  sand  is  indicated  in  Figure  11.  It  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  all  the  faulting  spoken  of  here  was  of  very  small  magni- 
tude, and  did  not  lead  to  extensive  disturbances  of  the  formation. 

But  in  either  case,  the  fourth  and  fifth  wells  were  very  evidently 
back  of  the  formation  carrying  oil,  and  the  prospects  are  all  in  the  oppo- 
site direction.  It  is  impossible  to  determine  the  exact  depth  at  which 
sands  lie,  but  in  Figure  9  I  have  estimated  from  the  data  at  hand,  and 
in  any  case  the  error  can  not  be  very  great,  assuming,  of  course,  that 
no  other  sands  lie  below  those  evidenced  on  the  surface.  Nor  can  it  be 
certain  how  far  the  productive  sands  extend  to  the  west,  but  it  is  prob- 
able that  they  reach  well  toward  the  axis  of  the  syncline  (which  is 
shallow,  and  not  likely  to  carry  much  water)  and  possibly  all  the  way 
to  the  Lyon  Caiion  fault.  A  seepage  occurs  on  the  creek  bed  in  section 
13  (see  Figure  5)  and  an  exposure  of  dry  oil  sand  just  to  the  east  of  the 
seepage,  and  on  the  south  bank.  The  Ojai  Oil  Company  drilled  for  this 
sand,  and,  finding  it  non-productive  at  this  point,  continued  to  a  depth 
of  1500  feet  M-ithout,  so  far  as  can  be  learned,  the  slightest  trace  of  oil, 
and  thus  it  is  more  than  likelj^  that  this  seepage  is  fed  from  the  north 
side  of  the  fault — that  is,  from  the  same  sands  found  in  Oil  Well  Canon. 

The  results  from  the  sixth  well,  which  M-as  drilled  in  the  valley  close 
to  the  foot  of  ' '  Hill  A, ' '  raises  an  important  question  as  to  whether  this 
abrupt  western  face  of  the  hill  is  due  to  a  fault,  or  to  erosion.  There  is  no 
direct  evidence  on  this  point,  other  than  the  fact  that  there  are  no  indi- 
cations at  other  points  in  this  neighborhood  of  any  such  degree  or 
erosion,  but  as  this  well,  even  at  this  slight  depth,  should  probably  have 
penetrated  the  sands  found  in  the  second  well,  had  they  been  unbroken, 
it  is  likely  that  there  is  a  minor  fault  following  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and 
that  this  well  was  drilled  on  the  downthrust  side.  Such  being  the  case, 
there  is  no  way  of  determining  whether  oil  exists  at  any  practicable 
depth  on  the  central  part  of  this  tract. 

In  Tar  Caiion  a  moderately  large  brea  bed  is  found  at  the  point  shown 
in  Figure  5,  and  on  the  south  bank  of  the  creek  is  an  exposure  of  live 
oil  sand,  thickness  of  which  can  not  be  measured.  At  two  points  along 
San  Antone  Creek,  above  the  mouth  of  Tar  Canon,  are  live  seepages  and 
exposures  of  sand,  which  at  one  point  appear  to  measure  about  ten  feet 
of  oil  sand.  Whether  this  sand  is  the  same  exposed  in  Tar  Canon  is 
uncertain,  but  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  it  is  not,  but  is  a  higher  sand, 
not  visible  south  of  the  canon.     It  is  highly  probable  that  producing 
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sands  will  be  found  south  of  Tar  Caiiou  for  a  considerable  distance, 
deepening  to  the  southward,  and  north  of  the  canon  as  far  as  San 
Antone  Creek,  deepening  to  the  eastward. 

The  seventh  well  was  drilled,  apparently,  immediately  on  the  fault 
line,  on  the  north  side  of  Tar  Canon.  An  examination  of  Figure  9  will 
show  why  this  well,  drilled  at  the  point  of  divergence  of  the  two  dips, 
could  hardly  have  produced  any  material  quantity  of  oil. 

The  only  sample  of  oil  available  was  from  the  second  well,  where  the 

oil  stands  part  May  up  the  casing.    This  well  has  not  been  pumped  for 

years,  and,  as  the  casing  is  open,  the  oil  has,  of  course,  lost  all  its  most 

volatile  constituents  by  evaporation.     Nevertheless,  the  gravity  is  still 

22.1^  Beaume.     The  following  is  a  proximate  analysis  of  the  oil  as  it 

stands  in  the  well : 

Kerosene 41.0"  6.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 32.9°  8.5  per  cent 

Gas  oil 26.0°  38.5  per  cent 

Lubricating  stock 23.3°  33.0  per  cent 

Asphalt   Grade  "'D"  14.0  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

Tlie  distillates  from  this  oil  were  very  clean  and  sweet,  and  the  lubri- 
cating stock  of  unusually  good  color  and  viscosity.  There  is,  of  course, 
no  way  to  determine  how  much  of  the  lighter  oils  originally  exi.sted  in 
the  crude,  but  a  comparison  of  the  gravity  with  the  analysis  shows  that 
this  oil  is  not  of  the  refractory  aromatic  class  found  in  some  parts  of 
the  fSan  Joaquin,  but  has  the  constitution  common  to  Ventura  County 
oils — that  is,  a  high  proportion  of  middlings,  low  asphalt,  but  also  a 
low  sulfur  percentage  and  a  leaning  toward  the  aliphatic  end  of  the 
scale  in  constitution — which  gives  good  refining  qualities.  The  gravity 
of  this  oil  as  it  exists  in  the  sand  is  probably  not  far  from  26°  Beaume. 

Wells  in  Ventura  River  Valley. 

Several  wells  have  been  drilled  in  the  river  bed,  and  in  the  hills  just 
to  the  east,  resulting  in  the  production  of  some  gas  and  the  finding  of 
traces  of  oil. 

Ventura  Coiinhi  fnicrr  Company.  This  company  has  nine  wells  in 
the  bed  of  Ventura  Kiver,  near  Casitas  Station,  producing  gas,  which 
is  piped  to  Ventuiii.  Plight  of  these  wells  are  closely  grouped  east  of 
the  river  and  nortli  of  the  county  road  bridge.  These  wells  penetrate 
pebble  formation  from  five  to  fifteen  feet  thick,  then  pass  into  shale 
carrying  salt  water  and  gas,  the  latter  being  found  from  90-  to  225-foot 
levels.  The  holes  are  not  cased,  except  for  a  conductor  at  surface,  and 
stand  full  of  salt  water,  through  which  tlie  gas  bubbles.  The  most 
northerly  well  has  very  little  gas.  The  total  output  of  these  wells  runs 
I'foMi  7000  to  SOOO  feet  daily.  All  those  wells  made  at  first  a  little  oil 
4  -63 
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of  very  high  gravity,  said  to  liave  been  above  50  IJcaunie.  South  of  the 
bridge  is  a  well  some  750  feet  deep,  which  got  salt  water,  but  no  gas  nor 
oil.  West  of  the  river  and  north  of  the  road  is  an  old  hole  about  which 
nothing  could  be  learned. 

Weldon  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  three  wells  east  of  Ven- 
tura River,  in  township  3-23.  No.  1  was  on  Lot  2  of  Rancho  Canada 
Larga  Verde,  and  was  drilled  in  1901.  This  well  was  abandoned  at 
900  feet  on  account  of  general  mechanical  trouble. 

No.  2  was  located  close  to  No.  1.  and  was  drilled  in  1902  to  a  depth 
of  about  3200  feet.  This  hole  was  pointed,  and  is  said  to  have  been  in 
clay  for  the  entire  length.    No  oil  was  found. 

No.  3  was  located  in  fractional  section  22,  3-23.  and  was  a  dry  hole 
at  900  feet. 

Philadelphia-California  Petroleum  Company.  Well  No.  2  of  this 
company  was  drilled  in  1866  at  the  southwest  extremity  of  Rancho  Ojai, 
and  just  east  of  San  Antone  Creek.  This  hole  was  473  feet  deep,  in 
clay  all  the  way. 

Hardison  &  Stewart.  A  well  on  Rancho  Canada  Larga,  on  section 
1.  3-23,  is  said  to  have  been  drilled  by  these  parties,  the  predecessors  of 
the  Union  Oil  Company,  about  1870.  Depth.  1100  feet;  some  oil  at 
700  feet;  abandoned. 

Scott  Tunnel.     Probably  bored  by  the  same  people.    Is  said  to  have 
once  produced  three  barrels  daily;  still  flowing  a  little  light  oil.     Lo- 
cated just  north  of  above  well. 
Sulphur  Mountain  Wells. 

The  wells  of  the  Sulphur  Mountain  Group  are  found  in  sections  21 
and  22,  south  and  southwest  of  the  large  brea  bed  on  Lot  3  of  the  latter 
section.    Nine  or  more  wells  have  been  drilled,  as  follows: 

Philadelphia-California  Petroleum  Company.  At  least  one  well  was 
drilled  somewhere  near  the  brea  bed,  about  1865,  but  the  data  is  so  con- 
fused that  it  is  impossible  to  segregate  the  results  from  these  wells  and 
those  drilled  in  Silverthread.  It  is  known  that  oil  was  obtained,  though 
not  in  commercial  quantities. 

Langdell,  Neivmark  &  Rowan.  These  wells  are  located.  No.  1  just 
south  of  the  brea  bed,  No.  2  immediately  thereon.  The  first  hole  was 
carried  to  a  depth  of  1300  feet  (date  1901)  and  is  reported  to  have 
baled  a  little  light  oil  at  800  feet.  Under  the  circumstances,  this  report 
may  well  be  questioned.  No.  2  was  drilled  in  1903,  to  a  depth  of  600 
feet,  and  made  no  discovery  after  passing  the  tar  on  the  surface. 

Sulphur  Mountain  Petroleum  Company.  The  first  well  drilled  by 
this  company  was  finished  in  1903.  First  oil,  of  about  15°  gravity, 
was  struck  somewhere  about  1800  feet,  and  was  sufficient  in  quantity 
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to  make  a  .small  pumper.  Drilling  was  continued  to  2142  feet,  pa.ssing 
through  some  forty  feet  of  productive  formation  at  the  bottom,  and  for 
a  short  time  pumped  about  eighteen  barrels  per  day  of  an  oil  of  17.6° 
gravity,  and  of  good  quality.  Whether  the  upper  oil  was  cased  off,  or 
whether  this  production  represents  both  sands,  can  not  be  learned. 
After  a  few  hundred  barrels  had  been  pumped,  water  broke  in  from 
above  in  such  quantities  that  the  hole  could  not  be  saved.  No.  2  well, 
half  a  mile  to  the  east,  was  drilled  in  the  next  year,  but  was  stopped  at 
900  feet  in  a  very  prolific  fresh-water  stratum. 

Liberty  Oil  Company.  No.  1  well  of  this  company  is  Sulphur  Moun- 
tain No.  1,  the  Liberty  having  under  lease  a  portion  of  the  latter  com- 
pany's land.  No.  2  was  abandoned  in  the  current  year,  at  a  depth  of 
1453  feet,  because  of  mechanical  troubles  brought  about  by  excessive 
drilling  difficulties. 

Puritan  Oil  Company.  Is  drilling  on  northwest  (juarter  of  southeast 
quarter  of  section  22. 

Atlanta  Oil  Company.  Has  just  slMi-tcd  to  drill  on  Lot  6  of  the 
same  section. 

The  surface  exposures  on  Sulphur  Mountain  are  highly  confusing, 
and,  as  the  developments  so  far  undertaken  have  thrown  little  light  on 
underground  conditions,  these  are  still  a  matter  of  doubt.  The  writer's 
theory  as  to  the  structure  of  this  very  remarkable  mountain  is  as 
follows : 

Referring  to  Figure  13,  there  is  sufficient  evidence  that  the  Aliso 
Canon  wells  were  drilled  in  a  formation  dipping  south  20°  east  or  there- 
abouts, and  inclined  at  a  considerable  angle.  It  is  also  known  that 
between  the  line  where  this  formation  crops  (marked  by  a  line  of 
seepages)  and  the  southern  face  of  Sulphur  ^Mountain,  there  is  a  strip 
of  very  much  broken  and  contorted  territory.  The  Thanksgiving  well 
was  evidently  drilled  in  this  fault  zone,  which  amply  explains  why. 
it  was  not  a  success,  though  it  should  probably  have  found  a  little  oil. 

On  the  steep  southern  face  of  Sulphur  ^Mountain,  which  rises  very 
sharply  from  the  lower  hills,  all  the  exposures  dip  north  and  a  little 
west,  or,  in  other  words,  directly  into  the  mountain,  and  just  opposite 
to  the  dip  at  the  Aliso  welLs.  These  exposures  may  be  traced  for  a  long 
distance  east  and  west  of  section  22,  and  seem  to  characterize  the  entire 
ridge.  A  number  of  small  seepages  are  found  along  the  line  of  junc- 
tion between  these  upturned  strata  and  the  lower  fault  material. 

On  the  northern  side  of  the  mountain  the  exposures  are  much  fewer, 
but  at  various  places  along  the  roads  and  in  tunnels  which  have  been 
driven  into  the  northern  face,  the  dip  is  uniformly  south  and  a  little  east, 
and  at  an  angle  ranging  from  20  degrees  to  25  degrees  to  tlie  horizon.  A 
little  farther  to  the  north  is  again  a  belt  of  much  disturbed  territory, 
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the  rocks  being  vertical  in  many  places,  and  north  of  this  line  of  dis- 
turbance the  character  of  the  rocks  changes,  and  brown  shales  found 
in  the  body  of  the  mountain  giving  place  to  whitish  chalky  shales. 

These  facts  appear  to  determine  that  the  main  body  of  Sulphur 
Mountain  is  a  "fault  block,"  that  is,  an  isolated  strip  of  formation, 
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Figure  13.     Showing  locations  of  Sulphur  Mountain  Wells. 

raised  above  the  level  of  the  surrounding  rocks,  and  separated  from 
them  by  strips  of  broken  material.  Whatever  oil-producing  formations 
may  be  found  on  Sulphur  Mountain  Avill,  therefore,  in  all  probability 
be  found  to  be  entirely  separated  from  the  producing  strata  north  and 
south,  except  as  small  quantities  of  oil  may  seep  across  the  fault  zones. 
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They  further  determine  that  the  body  of  the  mountain  is  composed 
of  two  sets  of  strata  dipping  toward  each  other,  and  meeting  along  the 
line  indicated  on  Figure  13  as  "strike  of  syncline,"  either  in  a  fault 
line,  or  in  a  curve  or  true  syncline. 
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THEORETICAL   GEOLOGICAL   SECTION  ACROSS    SULPHUR      MOUNTAIN 
ON  LINE  EF6H-     FIG    13 


This  question  as  to  whether  the  inverted  arch  is  or  is  not  broken 
at  its  lowest  point  is  difficult  to  determine,  but  is  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance. As.  if  it  is  broken,  the  probabilities  are  that  the  Sulphur 
Mountain  well  went  into  a  pocket,  and  does  not  indicate  any  likelihood 
of  profitable  production  from  other  wells  in  the  same  general  neighbor- 
hood. While  if  the  syncline  is  unbroken,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  a  strip  of  territory  nearly  a  mile  wide,  and  of  indefiuite  length, 
will  be  productive. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  arch  is  unbroken,  for  the  following 
reasons:  First,  that  the  parallelism  between  the  north  and  south  ex- 
posures is  so  true  that,  if  a  fault  existed  at  the  line  where  the  two  dips 
meet,  this  fault  would  of  necessity  be  several  miles  in  length.  It  seems 
incredible  that  a  fault  so  extensive  as  this  would  not  be  marked,  at  some 
points  at  least,  by  contortions  of  the  formation  along  this  line,  or  at  the 
very  least  by  a  series  of  east  and  west  canons,  due  to  the  superior  erosive- 
ness  of  the  fault  breccia.  Neither  are  at  all  in  evidence,  the  canons 
(which  are  the  best  evidence  in  a  country  covered  by  deep  soil)  being 
of  a  nortli  and  south  trend,  with  very  shallow  east  and  west  branches, 
such  as  characterize  erosion  along  tlie  upturned  edges  of  shales  of  vary- 
ing hardness. 
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Further,  in  drilling  the  Sulphur  Mountain  hole,  the  drillers  noted  a 
constant  drift  to  the  south,  and  ascribe  this  to  the  dip  of  the  hard 
streaks  encountered  at  intervals.  This  condition  is  said  to  have  per- 
sisted to  the  bottom  of  the  hole,  and  determines  that  this  well  is  still  on 
the  south  dip,  or,  in  other  Avords,  north  of  the  apex  of  the  synclinal 
arch,  or  of  the  fault. 

In  drilling  the  Liberty  well,  however,  it  was  noted  that  there  was  no 
tendency  whatever  to  drift  in  any  direction  (the  drilling  difficulties 
in  this  hole  were  principally  casing  troubles,  due  to  excessive  water, 
caving  shale  and  very  heavy  tar  streaks),  and  as  the  operators  were 
expecting  just  this  difficulty,  and  working  under  conditions  Avhich 
would  have  emphasized  it,  had  it  existed,  we  are  safe  in  assuming  that 
the  formations  encountered  in  drilling  this  well  were  lying  practically 
horizontal.  This  also  reduces  the  probability  of  a  fault  along  the 
synclinal  arch,  as  in  the  formation  penetrated  here,  strongly  character- 
ized by  hard  shells,  if  the  drill  were  passing  through  brecciated  material 
there  would  be  a  very  noticeable  tendency  to  drift  in  various  directions. 
Passing  the  question  of  productiveness  of  the  formations  of  Sulphur 
Mountain  proper,  which  can  not  l^e  determined  with  certainty  from  the 

data  now  available,  we 
may  note  briefly  the 
extent  of  territory  to 
which  the  noted  condi- 
tions apply.  Referring 
to  Figure  15,  which  is 
drawn  to  a  uniform 
scale  of  one  fourth  of 
an  inch  to  100  feet,  it 
will  be  noted  that, 
assuming  a  dip  of  20 
degrees  from  the  Lang- 
dell  well  No.  1  to  Sul- 
phur ^Mountain  No.  1, 
and  allowing  for  the 
difference  in  surface 
elevation,  the  heaAy 
oil  stratum  found  in 
Sulphur  Mountain  well 
at     about     1800     feet 


Figure  15 

Showing  Relation  Between 

tXNGDELL  and  SULPHUR  MOUMTAIK  No.l  WELLS 

Scale 

T     "^f^^^"^       Sulphur  Uountal 


should  have  been  passed  in  the  Langdell  well  at  460  feet,  and  the  light 
oil  found  at  about  2100  feet  in  the  Sulphur  ^Mountain  well  should  have 
been  found  in  the  Langdell  well  at  800  feet.  A  report  has  been  quoted, 
that  a  light  oil  layer  was  found  at  this  depth  in  the  Langdell  well,  but 
not  sufficiently  productive  to  make  a  well.    This  report  is  open  to  doubt, 
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but  the  probability  roiiains  that,  owing  to  the  proximity  of  tlie  fault 
line  to  the  location  of  this  well,  the  strata  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  productive  have  been  drained  of  their  oil,  locally  at  least.  In  fact, 
it  is  quite  possible  that  the  stratum  which  is  productive  in  the  Sulphur 
]\rountain  well  is  faulted  away  back  (that  is  south)  of  the  Langdell 
wells — the  figure  shows  the  fault  plane  as  lying  to  the  north  of  X(j.  1 
well,  but  it  is  more  than  possible  that  the  hole  actually  passed  through 
this  plane.  In  this  case,  the  upper  portion  of  the  hole  would  be  in 
broken  material  containing  streaks  of  oil,  but  no  productive  strata, 
while  the  lower  portion  would  pass  through  the  light  oil  sand,  in  place, 
but  drained  of  most  of  its  oil.  In  brief,  if  any  profitable  production  is 
to  be  found  in  these  formations,  the  data  probably  warrant  us  in  placing 
its  northern  limit  a  short  distance  south  of  the  Langdell  wells. 

As  to  the  southern  limit — it  undoubtedly  lies  north  of  the  fault  line 
shown  on  the  lower  part  of  Figure  14,  and  probably  between  this  line 
and  the  northern  limit  of  the  Ex-]Mission  grant — Ave  can  hardly  fix  it 
more  closely  from  present  information.  As  to  the  east  and  west  limits, 
we  can  be  guided  only  by  the  unusual  continuity  of  the  formation  in 
these  directions — it  appears  to  be  unbroken  from  near  the  west  line  of 
townships  4-22  to.  or  nearly  to,  Santa  Paula  Creek. 

No  sample  of  Sulphur  Mountain  oil  is  now  available,  and  but  one 
analysis,  and  it  can  not  be  stated  with  certainty  whether  the  sample  from 
which  this  was  made  was  from  the  lower  (heavy  oil)  sand  only,  or  from 
both  sands.  Considering  the  figures  below,  the  presence  of  a  notable  per 
cent  of  volatile  distillate  in  an  oil  of  this  gravity  would,  ordinarily  at 
least,  indicate  a  mixture  of  light  and  heavy  oil,  so  it  is  probable  that 
the  well  was  drawing  from  both  sands.  The  sample  was  taken  while 
well  was  on  the  pump. 

7410: 
Sulphur    Mountain    Petroleum    Company.      Well    No.    1. 

Gravity . 17.(5"    Benumb 

Viscosity  at  G0°  V Sl.lo  Redwood  (water,  1) 

Visco.sity  at  1S5°  F 2.(55  Redwood  (water,  1) 

Flash  point Below  60°  F.,  Abel-Pensky  test 

Sulfur 1.4G  per  cent 

Thormal  value 18.551  British  thoruial  units 

Dititilldiioti. 

Sample  of  2(Hi  c.r..  disiillcd  in  ,s;ia.ss  without  steam. 

Below  212°  F. 3.1  per  cent  58.0"  Beaum^ 

212   10  302° 4.8percent  .">0.7 

302  to  302° 8.1  per  cent  41.2° 

392  to  482° 7.4  per  cent  32.4° 

482  to  572° 28.S  per  cent  28.8° 

572°    to   grade 2(M>  p»'i' cent  20.5° 

Asphalt 25.0  percent  Grade "D"(  about) 

Water  and  loss 2.S  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 
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This  corresponds,  in  round  fifrures,  to  the  following  commercial 
analysis : 

Gasoline  01°  Bi'aum^  2  per  cent 

Distillate   i 52°  G  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  8  per  cent 

Stove   oil - -'-i"  0  per  cent 

Fuel  oil '- ^ 28°  30  per  cent 

Lubricating  stock 20.5°  20  per  cent 

Asphalt    Grade  "D"  25  per  cent 

Losses    - 1 —  3  per  cent 

100  per  cent 

Nothing  can  be  said  as  to  the  quality  of  these  products.  The  oil,  how- 
ever, must  be  reasonably  stable,  to  give  a  20.5°  lubricating  distillate 
from  a  glass  still. 

Lyon  Canon  Wells. 

Four  wells  have  been  drilled  in  Lyon  Caiion,  as  follows : 

Ojai  Oil  Company.  On  southeast  quarter  of  southwest  quarter,  sec- 
tion 13,  4-23,  on  the  south  side  of  Lyon  Canon.  This  well  was  located 
immediatel}^  under  a  well-marked  outcrop  of  dry  oil  sand,  dipping  to 
the  north,  and  after  passing  the  lower  layers  of  this  sand,  which  were 
not  productive,  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  1500  feet  without  any  further 
indications. 

Olga-Ventura  Oil  Company.  Three  wells  were  drilled  by  this  com- 
pany, on  land  now  held  by  the  Income  Oil  Company,  about  a  mile  above 
the  Ojai  well,  and  on  the  same  side  of  the  caiion.  No.  1  was  drilled  in 
1901,  to  a  depth  of  1300  feet,  and  for  a  time  pumped  about  ten  barrels 
per  day  of  moderately  heavy  oil.  The  production  soon  failed  and  the 
well  was  abandoned. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  surface  exposures  indicate  a  rather 
gentle  dip  to  the  east,  well  No.  2,  which  was  located  a  little  farther 
up  the  canon,  went  2100  feet  without  finding  any  oil  whatever.  It 
flowed  fresh  water  for  a  time,  and  encountered  some  gas  at  the  bottom, 
indeed  gas  is  still  bubbling  up  through  the  water,  which  no  longer 
flows.    Well  No.  3  was  abandoned  at  something  less  than  400  feet  in  1903. 

The  discovery  in  well  No.  1  of  this  company,  which  is  w^ell  authen- 
ticated, suggests  the  presence  of  oil  somewhere  in  this  neighborhood,  a 
suggestion  which  is  strengthened  by  several  seepages  further  up  the 
caiion.  No  data  are  available,  however,  from  which  to  forecast  the 
probability  of  commercially  valuable  oil  sands,  nor  their  location.  While 
it  can  not  be  stated  with  certainty,  it  is  probable  that  none  of  the  wells 
of  this  group  are  located  on  the  Sulphur  IMountain  syncline  proper. 

W.  J.  McMillan  of  Los  Angeles  has  a  well  on  Lot  4  of  section  30,  4-22. 
This  well  was  drilled  about  1901,  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  about  1000 
feet,  is  reported  to  have  found  some  oil,  and  was  abandoned  on  account 
of  water  trouble. 
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Wells  of  the  Ojai  Group. 

The  following  wells  have  been  drilled  in  a  group  occupying  a  posi- 
tion on  the  divide  between  the  Upper  Ojai  Valley  and  Sisar  Caiion : 

Santa  Fanla  Oil  Company.  Two  wells  on  the  T.  Thompson  tract, 
No.  1  being  located  on  Lot  1  of  section  11,  No.  2  somewhat  to  the  north- 
west of  this,  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter.  The 
first  well  is  said  to  have  been  500  feet  deep,  and  to  have  found  consider- 
able water,  but  no  oil ;  the  second  well  to  have  been  about  the  same 
depth,  and  to  have  been  entirely  dry — these  wells  were  drilled  in  1901, 
and  the  project  w^as  abandoned,  it  is  reported,  for  financial  rea.sons. 
Eldridge,  however,  states  that  the  second  well  was  somewhat  deeper  than 
the  first,  and  continues,  "It  is  reported  that  this  yielded  lighter  oil 
than  the  southern  well,  and  that  the  latter  struck  oil  similar  to  that 
encountered  in  one  of  the  Sobra  Vista  wells,  which  was  too  heavy  to 
pump."  This  raises  a  very  interesting  question,  as,  if  oil  was  actually, 
found  in  these  wells,  which  are  undoubtedly  on  a  northwest  dip,  there 
might  be  some  hopes  of  an  extension  in  this  direction.  It  may  be  said 
that  there  are  now  no  indications  of  the  pumping  of  oil  in  the  past, 
around  either  of  these  old  wells,  and  it  seems  rather  doubtful  whetlier 
they  were  ever  productive. 

Veyitura  Oil  Company,  or  Ventura  Oil  and  Land  Company.  A  well 
on  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  11.  Noth- 
ing can  be  learned  regarding  this  avcII,  which  Avas  apparently  drilled 
many  years  ago. 

Sobra  Vista  Oil  Company.  Four  wells  on  Lot  2  of  section  11.  No.  3 
was  a  spoiled  hole  at  oOO  feet.  No.  1  was  perforated  at  750  feet,  which 
was  probably  about  its  total  depth.  No.  4  was  375  feet  deep,  and  No.  2 
intermediate  between  1  and  4.  These  wells  were  drilled  in  1901  and 
1902,  and  were  still  on  the  pump  in  1903,  but  were  abandoned  soon 
thereafter,  as  the  production  fell  away  very  rapidly.  It  is  said  that 
No.  4  was  the  best  producer  and  gave  the  lightest  oil,  but  as  this  was 
the  actual  state  of  affairs  on  the  Whidden  Double  lease  just  north,  it  is 
impossible  to  now  determine  whether  the  report  has  been  borrowed 
from  that  lease — it  will  be  noted  that  the  depths  of  the  wells  correspond 
on  the  two  leases.    The  gravity  of  oil  ranged  from  11'  to  13°  Beaume. 

Whidden  Double  Oil  Company.  The  five  wells  of  this  company  were 
drilled  near  the  center  of  section  11.  No.  1  and  No.  3  being  near  the 
south  line  of  northwest  (|uarter  of  northwest  quarter,  and  Nos.  3,  4  and 
5  on  an  east  and  west  line  ju.st  south  of  the  center  of  the  fractional 
section. 

Well  No.  1  was  a  dry  hole  at  luuu  li-ut,  at  whicli  d^^pxh  it  caved  and 
was  al)andoned.  No.  2.  lying  just  to  the  east,  was  probably  of  a  some- 
Avhat   less  depth,  though  this  can   not   he  determined  with  certainty. 
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Mr.  Double  stated  to  the  Avriter  in   1903  that  neither  of  these  wells 
obtained  any  oil  whatever. 

Well  No.  3  was  finished  at  160  feet  in  1900,  w-as  pumping  8  barrels 
per  day  in  the  latter  part  of  1903.  and  was  abandoned  during  the  next 
year.  This  well  is  again  being  operated  by  another  company.  The  oil 
had  a  gravity  when  fresh  of  11.8°  Beaume. 

Well  No.  4  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  575  feet,  and  finished,  so  far 
as  could  be  determined,  in  the  same  sand  reached  in  No.  3.  The  gravity 
of  the  oil  was  13.4°  Beaume,  and  the  production  was  less  than  that  of 
No.  3,  and  accompanied  by  much  water. 

Well  No.  5  was  drilled  to  a  depth  of  1005  feet,  reaching  the  same  sand, 
Avhich,  however,  carried  only  traces  of  oil  of  a  still  higher  gravity,  and 
a  great  deal  of  water. 

This  lease  is  now  operated  b}^  the  Ojai  Valley  Petroleum  Company. 
■    Ojai  Valley  Petroleum  Company.     Has  two  wells  near  the  center  of 
section  11,  and  is  also  pumping  No.  3  of  the  Whidden  Double  Oil 
Company.    This  company  also  operates  a  lease  in  the  Kern  River  field. 

Well  No.  1  of  this  company  is  immediately  to  the  north  of  Whidden 
Double  No.  4,  was  drilled  to  a  depth  slightly  in  excess  of  1200  feet,  but 
is  apparently  producing  from  about  the  500-foot  level.  This  well  is 
flowing  about  one  barrel  per  day  of  13°  oil. 

Well  No.  2  was  drilled  in  1909,  and  is  south  of  Whidden  Double  No.  4. 
The  depth  is  500  feet,  and  the  well  is  a  very  small  producer. 

These  records,  slight  as  they  are,  seem  to  show  very  plainly  the  rela- 
tionship of  these  wells.  Just  west  of  Whidden  Double  No.  3  is  an  out- 
crop of  sandstone,  dipping  to  the  east,  and  a  small  brea  bed.  This  is 
undoubtedly  the  sand  from  which  these  wells  produce,  and  the  depths 
and  distances  of  the  Whidden  Double  wells  show  a  dip  for  this  sand 
of  about  46°  to  the  horizon.  The  Sobra  Vista  w'ells  do  not  follow^  the 
line  of  dip  exactly,  and  the  surface  exposures  are  too  small  to  check  this 
figure,  though  the  depths  of  the  Sobra  Vista  wells  agree  with  it  in 
general. 

The  Canadian  Queen  well  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  section 
reached  the  first  sand  somewhere  about  1400  or  1500  feet,  and  as  the 
dip  shown  at  the  Whidden  Double  wells  would  reach  a  depth  of  some 
3000  feet  in  this  distance,  it  follows  that  either  the  sands  flatten  con- 
siderably, in  the  intervening  distance,  or  else  that  a  different  forma- 
tion w^as  penetrated  in  the  Canadian  Queen  well.  That  the  latter  is  the 
case  is  probable  from  two  circumstances,  one  that  the  shallower  wells 
on  both  the  Whidden  Double  and  Sobra  Vista  leases  were  the  most 
prolific,  the  other,  that  lighter  oil  was  reached  in  the  deeper  wells.  Both 
of  these  facts  would  seem  to  indicate  that  these  wells  were  drilled  into 
a  small  fault  block,  the  more  porous  layers  of  which  had  been  bitumen- 
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ized  by  seepage  from  the  west,  and  probably  fnjin  deposits  Wing  on 
the  west  dip,  and  at  a  greater  depth.  No  drilling  has  ever  been  done 
on  the  west  dip,  by  means  of  which  this  point  could  be  determined,  but, 
however  this  may  be.  the  practical  failure  of  the  deeper  welLs  to  the 
east  of  this  group,  and  the  entire  failure  of  those  immediately  to  the 
north,  bars  any  extensions  in  these  directions,  and  there  do  not  appear 
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to  be  any  great  prospects  to  the  south.  A  well  somewhere  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  old  Santa  Paula  wells,  but  somewhat  to  the  west,  and 
carried  to  a  considerably  greater  depth,  would  be  an  interesting  experi- 
ment. 

Gates  Oil  Company.  The  abandoned  hole  in  the  southwest  corner  of 
this  property  was  probably  drilled  by  the  Chillicothe  Oil  and  Alining 
Company  in  1902.  The  depth  is  reported  as  about  700  feet,  without  a 
discovery.  The  well  of  the  Gates  Oil  Company  in  the  southeast  comer 
of  this  property  had  not.  when  visited,  reached  a  sufficient  depth  to  be 
of  interest. 

Canadian  Queen  Oil  Company.  Xo  information  can  be  had  as  to  the 
old  abandoned  well  near  the  east  line  of  this  lease — it  appears  to  be 
shallow.  No.  1  of  the  Canadian  Queen  Oil  Company  was  in  what 
appeared  to  be  ;i  prolific  oil  sand  ;it  a  depth  of  about  I.IOO  feet,  in  the 
first  part  of  1911.  So  much  water  had  been  let  into  the  hob^  that  it  was 
impossible  to  determine  the  value  of  the  strike. 

Canada  We.st  Oil  Compamj.  This  company  was  drilling'  at  the  time, 
but  had  not  reached  the  sands. 

Ojai  Oil  Company.  This  company  has  three  wells  on  the  Davey  and 
Bay  tracts,  in  Lot  2  of  section  12.  No.  1  was  drilled  in  1907.  to  a  depth 
of  1002  feet,  and  produces  about  15  barrels.    No.  2  was  drilled  in  1910 
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to  1250  feet,  and  is  good  for  about  20  barrels.  No.  3  -was  finished  at  the 
same  depth  in  the  latter  part  of  1910,  and  started  off  at  240  barrels  per 
day;  its  present  production  is  not  known.  The  oil  from  these  wells  is 
about  15°  gravity. 

Santa  Maria  Crude  Oil  Company.  Has  a  well  on  the  Bay  tract,  in 
Lot  3  of  the  same  section,  started  in  1910,  and  unfinished  at  last  reports. 

Bard  Oil  &  Asphalt  Company.  This  company  has  thirteen  wells 
on  a  portion  of  the  Raneho  Ojai  lying  directly  south  of  section  12.  At 
the  beginning  of  1911,  three  of  these  wells  were  drilling,  three  aban- 
doned, and  seven  producing.     The  records  are  as  follows : 

No.  21,  drilled  in  1907,  depth  745  feet.  This  well  produced  175  bar- 
rels the  first  day,  but  exhausted  itself  in  about  thirty  days  and  was 
abandoned.     This  is  the  farthest  south  of  any  well  in  this  group. 

No.  22,  lying  immediately  to  the  north  of  21,  was  drilled  in  the  same 
year  to  a  depth  of  600  feet.  The  reason  for  abandoning  is  not  known, 
but  it  is  generally  understood  to  have  been  a  very  small  producer. 

No.  23  is  the  next  well  north,  was  drilled  in  the  same  year,  and  is  still 
producing  about  15  barrels  per  day. 

No.  24  is  one  location  north,  and  was  drilled  in  1908  to  a  depth  of 
2665  feet.  No  oil  was  found  beloAv  the  800-foot  level,  and  the  well  is 
now  producing  some  50  barrels  from  that  depth. 

No.  25  is  one  location  farther  north,  was  drilled  in  1908,  and  is  good 
for  about  the  same  amount  at  915  feet. 

No.  26  is  in  the  same  north  and  south  line,  and  immediately  south  of 
the  ranch  line.  It  was  drilled  in  1909,  and  produces  some  30  barrels 
from  a  depth  of  1170  feet. 

No.  27  is  one  location  east  of  the  above,  was  drilled  in  1910  to  a  depth 
of  1318  feet,  and  is  good  for  about  15  barrels  per  day. 

No.  28  is  one  location  M'est  of  24,  and  was  abandoned  at  720  feet  in 
1910.  This  appears  to  have  been  practically  a  dry  hole. 

No.  29  is  a  location  west  of  26,  and  is  good  for  50  barrels  a  day  at 
1113  feet. 

No.  30  lies  midway  between  28  and  29,  and  is  good  for  about  30 
barrels  at  840  feet. 

Nos.  31,  32,  and  33  were  drilling  when  last  visited. 

As  the  surface  elevation  over  the  area  on  which  these  wells  are  located 
is  quite  uniform,  an  examination  of  the  depths  above  recorded  throws 
some  light  on  the  dip  of  the  producing  strata.  This,  of  course,  assumes 
that  the  wells  all  penetrate  the  producing  formation  to  the  same  depth, 
but  while  this  is  likely  not  to  be  strictly  true,  it  is  also  probable  that  it  is 
quite  within  the  limits  of  accuracy  of  the  deductions  drawn. 

It  will  be  noted  first,  that  the  three  wells  to  the  south  and  southwest 
of  the  Bard  group  were  failures,  and.  while  no  data  is  at  hand  as  to 
two  of  these  Avells,  it  is  highly  probable,  considering  the  presence  of 
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extensive  brea  heds  just  to  the  south,  that  the  formation  is  here  dis- 
turbed by  local  faulting.    How  far  this  may  extend  can  not  be  told. 

Figuring  from  Bard  No.  22  to  No.  26,  we  find  a  dip  of  approximately 
600  feet  in  some  1600  feet  horizontal  distance,  or  about  20  degrees  to  the 
north.  The  depth  of  the  Ojai  Oil  Company's  wells  agrees  with  this. 
From  Bard  No.  29  to  27  the  distance  is  about  1000  feet,  and  the  dip 
slightly  over  200  feet,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  from  Ojai  1  to  Ojai  2,  a 
dip  of  250  feet  is  shown  in  the  opposite  direction.  The  Canadian  Queen 
well,  still  farther  west,  is  about  400  feet  deeper  than  Bard  29.  which 
leaves  two  possibilities — first,  that  the  Bard  welLs  from  21  to  26  are 
along  the  crest  of  an  anticline,  plunging  to  the  north,  and  dipping  east 
and  west — second,  tliat  the  main  dip  is  north,  and  that  the  variations  in 
depth  in  an  east  and  west  direction  are  due.  in  part  to  local  flexures 
in  the  formation,  in  part  to  different  penetration  into  the  sands.  It  is 
reported  that  the  Queen  well  went  farther  into  the  sand  that  any  well 
farther  east;  in  fact,  some  thiniv  that  it  passed  entirely  through  the 
oil-bearing  layer.  It  is  altogether  prol)able  that  further  developments 
will  show  the  latter  case  to  be  the  true  one — that  the  main  dip  is  to  the 
north,  and  that  the  formation  is  more  or  less  folded  along  axes  parallel 
to  the  dip,  the  troughs  of  these  folds  being  richer  in  oil  than  the  higher 
portions.  No  limit  is  set  as  to  the  extensions  to  north  and  east,  nor  to 
the  northwest  up  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  Whidden  Double  wells. 

The  upper  strata  in  this  area  is  mainly  clay  and  shale,  differing  in 
this  from  most  of  tlic  iiroductive  ground  in  Ventura.  For  this  reason, 
and  because  a  great  deal  of  water  is  encountered,  drilling  conditions 
here  are  rather  difficult,  and  care  is  reciuired.  Differing  from  the 
Whidden  Double  wells,  the  oil  from  this  pool  is  produced  from  material 
other  than  sand — the  local  drillers  report  that  it  is  found  in  finely 
crushed  shale  of  a  brown  color,  and.  while  such  a  statement  must  be 
received  Avith  caution,  it  is  highly  probable  that  this  oil  is,  like  the 
lighter  oils  of  Santa  Maria,  crevice  oil,  occurring  in  the  joint  cracks 
in  more  or  less  disturbed  and  broken  shales. 

Changes  to  March  15,  1912, 

Since  the  above  paragraphs  were  put  into  type,  tlie  following  changes 
have  been  noted  and  corrections  made : 

Combined  Oil  Company.  This  is  a  combination  of  the  Liberty  Oil 
Company,  the  Puritan  Oil  Company,  and  the  Atlanta  Oil  Company. 
The  Puritan  hole  has  been  continued  by  tiic  new  company,  and  in 
February,  1912.  was  reported  to  be  drilling  at  1453  feet. 

Puritan  Oil  Company.  Now  operating  under  the  name  Combined 
Oil  Company,  as  noted  a])ove. 

Atlanta  Oil  Company.  This  hole  was  abandoned  during  1911  at  a 
depth  of  about  800  feet.  It  is  said  to  have  been  a  crooked  hole  at  some 
500  feet. 
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Gates  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  on  the  Sturnam  tract 
has  been  abandoned,  at  about  1200  feet.  This  well  is  reported  to  have 
gotten  some  fifteen  barrels  of  oil,  with  a  great  deal  of  water  immediately 
below.  It  is  said  that  the  oil  sands  pinch  at  this  end  of  the  field,  but  it 
appears  more  likely  that  this  well  was  located  at  the  feather  edge  of  the 
water  level,  that  is,  where  the  top  of  the  sloping  sands  were  filled  with 
oil,  the  lower  part  with  water.  This  condition  was  strikingly  illustrated 
in  the  Los  Angeles  City  Field,  where  the  southern  limit  of  the  field  was 
set  by  water  level. 

Canadian  Queen  Oil  Company.  This  company  was  pulling  casing 
and  preparing  to  abandon  at  the  beginning  of  the  current  year.  The 
depth  had  not  been  increased  since  last  reports.  It  is  said  that  this  well 
passed  from  oil  immediately  into  water,  and  was  probably  so  far  out 
on  the  dip  that  only  the  upper  portion  of  the  sands  contained  oil. 

Canada  West  Oil  Company.  This  well  was  suspended  when  visited, 
and  it  w-as  reported  as  about  to  be  abandoned.  The  depth  reached  was 
1360  feet,  and  it  is  probable  that  conditions  here  were  the  same  as  at 
the  foregoing. 

Ojai  Oil  Company.  This  company  was  just  finishing  No.  4,  at  a 
depth  of  1170  feet,  in  January,  1912.  Corrected  depth  of  No.  3  is 
given  as  1185  feet. 

Santa  Maria  Crude  Oil  Company.  Well  No.  1  was  finished  in  the 
latter  part  of  1910,  at  a  depth  of  1285  feet,  and  is  a  small  producer. 
No.  2  is  a  rig  only,  and  is  not  to  be  drilled  at  present,  while  No.  3  is 
rigged  and  preparing  to  drill. 

Bard  Oil  and  Asphalt  Company.  "Wells  No.  31  and  32  were  finished 
during  1911,  and  are  pumping.  No.  33  found  very  little  oil,  and  much 
water,  and  was  abandoned.  No.  34  was  drilling  at  about  400  feet  in 
January,  1912.     This  well  is  in  new  territory,  on  lot  3  of  section  18,  4-21- 

Quality  of  the  Oil. 

The  oil  from  the  Ojai  wells  ranges  from  11.8°  to  at  least  18.8°,  and 
possibly  higher.  The  heaviest  oils  are  from  the  wells  to  the  west  and 
south,  the  lightest  from  the  wells  farthest  to  the  northeast.  In  this 
connection,  the  following  gravities  will  be  of  interest: 

An  average  sample  from  the  Sobra  Vista  wells,  taken  in  1903,  showed 
a  gravit}^  of  11.4°. 

A  sample  from  Whidden  Double  No.  3,  taken  in  1910  (weU  flowing), 
was  of  13.9°  gravity. 

A  sample  from  Bard  No.  29,  taken  in  1910,  showed  the  gravity  16.4". 

A  sample  from  Bard  No.  24,  taken  in  1910,  showed  the  gravity  13.8°. 

As  will  be  shown  b}'  the  following  analyses,  these  appear  to  be  normal 
oils  for  their  gravity,  of  the  usual  brown  to  black  color,  and  of  mild 
odor.     The  heaviest  are  suitable  for  alphalt  making  only,  or  for  fuel 
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when  mixed  with  thinner  oil.  Those  of  mediuni  grade  resemble  gener- 
ally the  oils  of  the  San  Joaquin  Valley,  but  give  rather  larger  yields  of 
light  products  than  an  oil  of  the  same  gravity  from  the  interior.  A 
few  oils  give  enough  light  products  to  render  them  tit  for  refining,  for 
which  purpose  they  are  clean  and  easily  Avorked.  The  following  analyses 
completely  cover  the  range  of  values : 

7-41C. 
Whidden    Double   Oil    Company.     Well    No.   4. 

Gravity   i;j.4'    Bouiim6 

Vi-scosity  at  185"  F 9.13  Redwood   (water,  1) 

Flash  point 133°  F..  Abel-Pensky  test 

Sulfur 1.4S  per  cent  by  weight 

Thermal  value 1G,398  P.ritish  thermal  units 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  in  glass,  without  steam. 

Below  392°  F O.Opercont  42.4°  Beau ni.' 

392  to  482° 6.1  per  cent  34.6" 

482  to  572° 18.9  per  cent  29.2° 

572°    to   grade 30.8  per  cent  27.0° 

Asphalt 38.1  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Loss 0.1  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 

This  corresponds  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Kerosene 42°  Beaum6  6  per  cent  (value  doubtful) 

Stove  oil 34°  7  per  cent 

Fuel  di.stillate  and  lubricants 49  per  cent 

Asphalt   38  per  cent 

100  per  cent 

The  latter  portions  of  the  distillate  are  so  thoroughly  cracked  as  to 
give  no  idea  of  quantity  or  value  of  lubricants.  The  analysis  below, 
however,  gives  some  information  as  to  this  point.  This  is  strictly  an 
asphalt-making  oil. 

Whidden    Double   Oil    Company.      Wells    Nos.   3   and    4.    a    mixture. 

Gravity 11.8°   Beaum^ 

Distillation. 

A  small  sample  was  distilled  from  an  iron  still,  and  the  total  distillate  reduced 
with  steam.  This  sjives  results  ronirhly  ai)pro.\imating  practice. 

Commercial  analysis — 

Fuel  distillate 24°    Beaumt^  24  per  cent 

Reduced  lubricants 17.5°  32  per  cent 

Asphalt   Grade  "D"  42  per  cent 

Losses 2  per  cent 

100  per  cent 

There  was  no  distillate  below  270^  F.,  and  therefore  no  kerosene. 
The  total  distillate  from  the  first  run  averaged  24.7°  Beaume,  which  indi- 
cated that  the  oil  is  not  unusually  tender.    The  actual  yield  of  asphalt 
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was-  41.7  per  cent  by  volume,  equal  to  44.4  per  cent  by  weight,  or  153 
pounds,  net,  to  the  barrel  of  oil.  This  is  strictly  an  asphalt  oil,  and 
gives  an  unusually  large  yield. 

I  HI. 

Bard  Oil  &  Asphalt  Company.      Well   No.  27. 

Gravity 17.9°   Beaume 

Distillation. 

A  .sample  of  V2ij  c.c,  di.stilled  in  copper,  first  two  cuts  dry,  latter  cuts  in  a 
stream  of  inert  gas. 

First  cut 7.2  per  cent       52.7°  Beaume 

Second  cut : 11.6  per  cent       42.4° 

Third  cut 10.0  per  cent       :!1.3° 

Fourth  cut 61.1  per  cent       22.7° 

Fixed  carbon 10.1  per  cent 

100  per  cent 

The  carbon  is  calculated  to  the  corresponding  weight  of  "  D  "  asphalt 

by  the  usual  factor,  and  the  last  cut  reduced  with  steam.    This  is  roughly 

equal  to  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Engine  distillate 52°  Beaum^  S  per  cent 

Kerosene    42°  10  per  cent 

Stove  oil 34"  11  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 28°  19  per  cent  >    Slop  distillate 

Reduced  lubricants 27  per  cent  ^       22.7°— 48% 

Asphalt Grade  "D''  25  per  cent 

100  per  cent 

The  small  quantity  of  light  products  from  this  oil  is  of  fair  quality 
only.  The  lubricating  stock  decomposed  considerably,  and  the  reduced 
lubricating  stock,  with  a  standard  dose  of  acid,  gave  a  deep  ruby  oil 
with  fair,  dull  green  outertone.  This  oil  gives  almost  as  large  a  yield 
of  light  products  as  4442,  but  is  less  readily  refined,  and  may  be  classed 
as  a  refining  oil  of  second  grade. 

4442. 

Ojal  Oil  Company.     Well  No.  1. 

Gravity 18.8°   Beaume 

Distillation. 

A  sample  of  150  c.c.  was  distilled  in  copper,  as  in  4444,  and  re-run  and  calcu- 
lated in  the  same  manner. 

First  cut 11.0  per  cent           52.5°  Beau m^ 

Second  cut 8.0  per  cent           40.6° 

Third  cut .. 8.3  per  cent           32.4° 

Fourth  cut  __ 63.4  per  cent           22.5° 

Fixed  earlion 9.3  per  cent 

100  per  cent 
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This  is  equal  to  the  following  commercial  analysis,  in  romid  figures: 

Engine   distillate   52°      Beaum6  11  per  cent 

Kerosene 42"  7  per  cent 

Stove  oil 24"  9  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 28°  18  per  cent  >  Slop  distillate 

Reduced   lubricants 14.2"  32  percent^      22.5^^—50% 

Asphalt Grade  "D"  23  per  cent 

100  per  cent 

On  large  scale  distillation  this  oil  might  yield  a  little  gasoline,  with 
correspondingly  less  engine  distillate.  It  is  a  clean,  sweet  oil,  and  runs 
readily.  The  light  products  are  of  mild  odor,  treat  out  readily  to  water 
white  and  sweet  oils,  and  appear  to  be  of  first  quality.  The  reduced 
lubricating  stock,  with  5  per  cent  acid,  yields  a  beautiful  cherry  red 
oil,  with  fine  green  overtone,  and  appears  to  be  of  the  best  quality.  This 
is  a  first  grade  refining  oil,  not  giving  a  very  large  yield  of  light 
products,  but  very  susceptible  to  treatment. 


i> — o.> 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

EX-MISSION,  SILVERTHREAD  AND  EMPIRE  WELLS. 

Township  4-21. 

The  lack  of  information  as  to  this  township  is  so  complete  that  it 
will  hardly  be  possible  to  give  more  than  a  list  of  the  developments, 
and  a  few  scattering  remarks  as  to  their  relations.  This  lack  of  data 
is  due  to  the  large  holdings  in  this  township  of  two  corporations  which 
refuse  all  information  as  to  their  operations,  and  while  considerable 
pains  have  been  taken  to  gather  all  the  facts  available,  these  are  rarely 
sufficient  to  justify  any  broad,  general  concliLsions. 

The  producing  portion  of  this  township  is  divided  into  four  areas,  as 
follows : 

A  strip  along  the  northern  margin  of  the  Ex-Mission  grant,  and 
including  (reading  from  east  to  west)  the  Slocum,  Tar  Flat,  Adams 
Caiion.  Saltmarsh  Cafion  Oil  Company;  and,  in  the  next  towTiship,  the 
Saltmarsh  Canon,  Burrows  or  Wheeler  Caiion,  and  Olmstead  or  Aliso 
Canon  wells.  All  these  are  the  property  of  the  Union  Oil  Company  or 
its  lessors. 

A  portion  of  the  eastern  end  of  the  Rancho  Ojai  and  of  the  surveyed 
land  immediately  north,  covering  wells  of  the  Hilltop,  Hillside  Crude, 
Pyramid,  and  Capitol  Crude  Oil  Companies,  and  the  Bard  Oil  &  Asphalt 
Company,  and  known  collectively  as  the  Silverthread  group. 

A  small  area  in  section  22,  containing  several  wells  originally  known 
as  the  O'Hara,  later  the  Golden  West,  wells,  and  now  the  property  of 
the  Paula  Oil  Company. 

A  strip  along  the  southern  boundary  of  sections  14  and  13,  and  extend- 
ing into  the  next  township,  the  property  of  the  Empire  Oil  Company. 

Several  other  portions  of  the  tOAvnship  have  been  unsuccessfully 
prospected,  and  such  work  will  be  described  in  connection  with  the 
nearest  production. 

The  Topa-Topa  Mountains,  foothills  of  the  San  Rafael  Range,  cross 
this  township  from  west  to  east,  and  occupy  the  major  part  of  the 
twelve  most  northerly  sections.  Santa  Paula  Creek  rises  in  these  moun- 
tains, and,  flowing  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  takes  a  southern  trend 
in  section  9,  and  thence  flows  south  and  a  little  east.  Sisar  Creek  falls 
mto  Santa  Paula  Creek  at  the  eastern  end  of  Rancho  Ojai,  its  narrow 
valley  forming  the  eastern  end  of  that  ranch. 

Sulphur  Mountain  crosses  the  w-estern  boundary  of  the  township  just 
south  of  Rancho  Ojai.  and,  narrowing  somewliat.  terminates  abruptly 
at  Santa  Paula  Creek.  South  of  this  mountain,  and  Avest  of  the  creek 
named,  is  a  region  of  rather  low.  rolling  hills,  which  extends  almost 
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across  the  next  township  to  the  west  (4-22)  and  reaches  south,  crrad- 
ually  declining  in  elevation,  to  Santa  Clara  River. 

East  of  Santa  Paula  Creek  the  country  is  rougher,  the  hills  merging 
imperceptibly  into  the  Topa-Topa  Moujitains  without  any  intervening 
valley  as  at  the  west,  the  surface  having,  as  will  be  noted  from  the 
arrangement  of  the  caiions,  a  general  trend  to  the  southwest. 
Ex-Mission  Wells. 

These  wells  occup.A-  a  position  near  the  upper  edge  of  the  formation 
south  of  Sulphur  Mountain,  and  dipping  toward  Santa  Clara  River  at 
a  greater  angle  than  the  surface  average.  They  are.  of  course,  south 
of  the  nuiin  fault  forining  the  southern  boundary  of  Sulphur  ^Mountain, 
and  lie  very  much  lower,  being  at  an  average  height  of,  say,  1500  feet 
above  sea-level,  though  elevation  of  single  wells  varies  considerably  in 
this  rough  country.  The  hills  on  which  these  wells  are  situated  are,  in 
the  main,  rounded,  fairly  accessible,  grass-covered  on  the  slopes,  with 
brush  and  small  timber  in  the  caiions,  and  some  good  farming  land  in 
the  small  valleys. 

Olmstead  or  Aliso  Canon  wells.  These  wells  are  located  on  a  small 
mesa,  where  Aliso  Canon  branches  north  and  south.  They  were  drilled 
by  the  late  Frank  Olmstead  in  1901  and  1902,  and  are  five  in  number. 
No.  1,  drilled  in  1901,  is  said  to  have  produced  fifteen  barrels  per  day 
for  a  time.  No.  2  was  onlj-  350  feet  deep,  but  is  said  to  have  flowed 
for  several  years,  quantity  not  stated.  No.  3  was  a  producer,  as  was 
No.  4,  the  latter  1500  feet  deep,  and  a  flowing  well.  No.  5  is  reported 
as  a  dry  hole,  iiiid  deeper  than  1500  feet.  None  of  these  wells  are  now 
being  worked,  though  three  are  still  equipped  with  pumping  rig.  The 
well  farthest  to  the  northeast  and  up  tiu;  hill  is  flowing  perhaps  a 
barrel  ;i  day  of  oil  described. 

TJianlxsgiiing  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company,  in  the  center 
of  the  north  half  of  section  2(1.  4-22.  was  drilled  in  1910  by  the  Thanks- 
giving Oil  Company  of  Los  Angeles.  It  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  600 
feet,  and  is  reported  to  have  found  only  traces  of  oil — abandoned. 

C.  A.  Burrows  &  Son — Henderson-Union  Oil  Company — ^Mudlr 
Caiion  ivclls.  The  first  of  these  wells  was  drilled  by  Ilardison  & 
Stewart,  the  founders  of  the  Union  Oil  Company,  in  the  early  eighties, 
later  wells  by  C.  xV.  Burrows  &  Son  of  Santa  Paula.  The  property, 
which  is  a  lease  from  the  Union  Oil  Company  of  California,  has  lately 
passed  into  the  hands  of  E.  E.  Henderson  of  Los  Angeles,  and  is  being 
operated  under  the  name  of  Hejiderson-Union  Oil  Company.  These 
wells  are  locatetl  on  the  southwest  eonier  of  Lot  24  of  the  Elisio  Tract. 
Rancho  Ex-Mission,  and  mainly  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  section 
25,  4-22.     They  are  readied  by  a  road  up  Wheeler  Caiion  from  the  main 
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Ventura  road  near  Saticoy,  and  are  found  where  this  canon  forks  at 
the  foot  of  Sulphur  Mountain.  Nine  wells  and  one  tunnel  are  located 
east  of  the  main,  canon,  one  well  and  two  tunnels  up  the  northwest 
fork,  two  wells  on  the  west  side  of  the  main  caiion,  and  the  old  Wheeler, 
Trask  &  Coleman  tunnel  farther  to  the  west,  and  in  the  west  fork. 
Still  farther  up  this  canon  is  a  well-marked  seepage  of  light  oil. 

So  far  as  is  known,  there  are  thirteen  wells  on  this  tract,  depths  of 
hut  two  of  which  are  known.  Xo.  5,  drilled  in  1902,  is  a  producer  at 
something  over  600  feet.  No.  6,  drilled  in  1903,  is  a  producer  at  958 
feet.  It  is  said  that  these  wells  all  lie  between  600  and  1000  feet  in 
depth,  and  that  the  five  producers  are  good  for  perhaps  1000  barrels 
per  month  in  all.  In  the  latter  part  of  1910,  seven  were  abandoned, 
five  producing,  and  one  was  being  drilled  by  the  new  lessees. 

There  are  also  four  tunnels  on  this  property.  The  shallowest  is  the 
AVheeler,  Trask  &  Coleman  tunnel,  in  the  west  fork.  This  was  dug  in 
1861.  it  is  said,  and  Avas  originally  good  for  sixty  barrels  per  day, 
though  now  making  from  two  to  three  barrels.  The  Garrett  tunnel,  the 
farthest  northwest,  is  640  feet  long,  and  is  now  producing  about  three 
barrels.  This  was  dug  in  1875.  Both  the  others  make  some  oil,  but 
the  lengths  are  unknown. 

The  effect  of  production  from  tunnels  on  the  analysis  of  the  oil  is 
shown  very  plainly  on  comparing  analyses  7412  and  7413.  These  oils 
are  without  doubt  practically  the  same  before  production,  and  even 
as  produced  the  gravity  differs  but  one  and  one  tenth  degrees,  yet  the 
gasoline  has  entirely  escaped  from  the  tunnel  oil,  while  that  produced 
from  No.  6  well  gives  a  good  yield. 

Hardison  &  Stewart — Wheeler.  An  old  well  just  east  of  the  fore- 
going was  drilled  by  Hardison  &  Stewart,  the  predecessors  of  the  Union 
Oil  Company.      Abandoned — no  data. 

lied  Rod-  Oil  Company.  The  Red  Rock  Oil  Company  of  Fillmore 
(not  incorporated,  Thos.  Arundell.  owner)  drilled  three  wells  just  east 
of  the  Burrows  w^ells  in  1904.  No.  1  was  farthest  to  the  south,  and 
slightly  below  the  line  of  strike  of  the  formation  in  which  the  Burrows 
wells  produce.  This  well  was  1000  feet  deep,  and  found  a  little  light 
oil.  but  not  enough  to  jnake  a  producer.  No.  2  was  farther  to  the  north, 
and  found  only  traces  of  oil  to  a  depth  of  600  feet.  No.  3  was  still 
farther  north,  and  was  carried  only  to  200  feet,  where  it  got  two  or  three 
barrels  of  heavy  oil. 

Farrell  &  Soule — Saltmarsli  Caiion  Oil  Company.  This  group  of 
wells  is  located  in  the  north  branch  of  Saltmarsh  Caiion,  and  in  the  north 
half  of  section  30,  4-21. 

The  two  earliest  w^ells  were  drilled  by  Hardison  &  Stewart,  about 
1884.    These  wells  are  at  the  forks  of  the  caiion,  and  some  distance  south 
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of  the  main  group.  Oue  of  these  wells  is  said  to  have  had  some  heavy 
oil  at  about  800  feet,  but  was  abandoned  because  of  caving  ground. 
Nothing  is  known  as  to  the  other. 

"Well  No.  1  of  tile  Saltmarsh  Caiion  Oil  Company  was  drilled  by 
Farrell  &  Soule  in  1901.  This  well  was  249  feet  deep,  produced  sixty 
barrels  per  day  for  a  time,  but  fell  away  rapidly,  and  is  now  abandoned, 
as  is  No.  2.  No.  3,  drilled  in  1903,  is  still  producing  two  barrels  per  day 
at  280  feet.  Nos.  4  and  5,  drilled  in  the  same  year,  are  abandoned,  as 
is  No.  6,  drilled  in  1904  to  a  depth  of  650  feet.  No.  7,  drilled  in  the 
same  year,  produces  five  barrels  per  day  at  520  feet,  while  No.  8  is 
abandoned  at  700  feet.  No.  9  can  not  be  found;  No.  10  is  recorded  as 
abandoned.  Well  No.  11,  drilled  in  1906,  produces  one  half  barrel  per 
day  at  320  feet.  No.  12  is  620  feet  deep,  was  drilled  in  the  next  year, 
and  produces  four  barrels.  No.  13  was  drilled  in  1909,  is  384  feet  deep, 
and  produces  three  barrels  per  day.  No.  14  wa.s  drilled  in  1910.  and 
pumps  a  little  oil  at  315  feet. 

Most  of  these  wells  are  said  to  have  been  liberal  producers  when  first 
drilled,  but  to  have  pumped  out  very  rapidly.  The  total  production 
of  the  lease  at  this  time  probably  approximates  five  hundred  barrels 
per  month.  Some  of  the  oil  from  this  canon  is  of  very  peculiar  quality, 
being  of  a  strong  green  color,  and  very  low  in  asphalt. 

Union  Oil  Company — Saltmarsh.  In  the  east  branch  of  Saltmarsh 
Caiion,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  divide  between  Saltmarsh  and  i^dams 
canons,  the  Union  Oil  Company  formerly  had  a  group  of  fourteen  wells. 
This  property  is  now  under  lease  to  the  Midway  Petroleum  Company. 

Well  No.  1  was  drilled  in  January,  1888,  to  a  depth  of  290  feet.  It 
started  off  at  200  barrels  per  day,  but  at  the  end  of  a  year  had  dropped 
to  a  daily  production  of  75  barrels.  No.  2  was  a  crooked  hole  at  350 
feet,  and  was  abandoned. 

Well  No.  3  was  400  feet  deep,  and  started  off  at  40  barrels  per  day. 
while  No.  4,  at  the  same  depth,  had  an  initial  production  of  55  barrels. 
No.  5  was  500  feet  deep,  and  yielded  but  ten  barrels  per  day. 

Well  No.  6  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  1200  feet,  and  was  a  dry  hole. 
No  records  can  be  found  of  later  welLs  up  to  No.  11,  but  the  group  of 
wells  drilled  in  this  year  (1888)  included  up  to  No.  9,  at  least. 

Well  No.  11  was  drilled  in  1897,  and  was  a  producer.  This  well  was 
abandoned  with  the  others  wlien  the  lease  was  stripped,  but  has  been 
cleaned  and  put  to  pumping  by  the  lessees,  and  is  now  producing. 
No.  13  was  drilled  in  1898  to  a  depth  of  2115  feet,  and  was  a  producer. 

These  wells  appear  to  have  been  very  short  lived.  During  the  first 
year  the  first  nine  wells  are  credited  with  a  total  average  production  of 
200  barrels  per  day.  In  1895  but  three  of  these  wells  were  being 
pumped,  with  a  total  output  of  some  300  barrels  per  month,  or  ten 
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barrels  per  day.  lu  1907  or  1908,  after  having  stood  idle  for  some  time, 
this  lease  was  completely  stripped,  and  all  the  wells  abandoned.  It  has 
since  been  leased  to  the  Midway  Petroleum  Company. 

Midway  Petroleum  Company.  The  property  of  this  company  is  the 
old  Saltmarsh  lease  of  the  Union  Oil  Company.  This  property  was 
leased  in  1908  to  R.  M.  Boj'^er,  who  drilled  one  well,  and  also  cleaned 
and  put  to  pumping  one  of  the  old  wells.  Union  No.  11.  Later  the  lease 
and  wells  were  sold  to  the  Midway  Company,  who  also  drilled  a  well. 
This  company,  therefore,  have  three  wells,  as  follows : 

No.  11,  drilled  by  the  Union  in  1897,  a  small  producer  at  about  500 
feet.  No.  1,  drilled  by  R.  M.  Boyer  in  1909,  said  to  be  good  for  8  barrels 
per  day  at  618  feet.  No.  2,  drilled  by  the  Midway  Petroleum  Company 
in  1910,  a  small  producer  at  about  800  feet.  The  oil  from  these  wells 
is  considerably  heavier  than  the  average  of  the  Saltmarsh  Canon  Oil 
Company's  product,  being  a  brownish  oil  of  some  20"*  Beaume. 

Green  Oil  Mining  Company.  In  1902  this  company  drilled  two  wells 
in  Adams  Canon,  probably  in  the  west  branch.  They  also  cleaned  and 
pumped  an  old  Union  well,  which  was  probably  Adams  No.  17-A,  and 
this  latter  was  reported  at  the  time  to  be  making  fifty  barrels  per  day. 
No.  1  was  reported  to  be  good  for  ten  barrels  of  green  oil,  and  No.  2 
to  be  140  feet  deep,  with  some  33  degree  green  oil.  These  wells  are 
now  abandoned,  and  apparently  were  found,  like  the  Saltmarsh  wells, 
to  be  short  lived. 

Adams  Canon — 'far  Flat  wells.  The  wells  in  the  three  branches 
of  Adams  Canon,  occupying  the  south  half  of  section  20,  4-21,  are  the 
property  of  the  Union  Oil  Company  of  California,  and  appear  to  have 
been  numbered  as  a  single  group,  though  the  numbers  are  now  greatly 
confused,  and  the  numbers  given  on  the  map,  while  in  the  main  believed 
to  be  correct,  are  probably  not  so  in  every  instance.  The  data  as  to 
these  wells,  while  very  incomplete,  are  still  more  full  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  Ex-Mission  country,  and  are  given  in  full,  as  they  throw 
some  light  on  this  interesting  territory. 

Well  No.  1  was  drilled  about  the  year  1875.  it  is  said,  by  Thayer. 
Adams  &  O'Hara.  This  well  was  drilled  immediately  on  a  small  brea 
bed,  to  a  depth  of  180  feet,  and  in  1885,  after  having  produced  some 
ten  years,  was  still  doing  from  20  to  25  barrels  of  oil  daily.  It  is  said, 
however,  that  after  well  No.  3  was  drilled  this  well  entirely  ceased  pro- 
ducing, at  any  rate  it  was  abandoned  before  1887. 

"Well  No.  2  was  the  first  well  drilled  l)y  the  Union  Oil  Company,  and 
was  put  down  in  1885,  to  a  depth  of  about  200  feet.  This  was  a  dry 
hole.  Well  No.  3,  at  the  same  depth,  was  still  producing  10  barrels  per 
day  in  1887.  Well  No.  4  was  500  feet  deep,  and  was  always  a  small 
produ'^er,  never  more  than  3  to  4  barrels  per  day.    No.  5  was  a  dry  hole 
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at  850  feet.    "Well  Xo.  6  was  250  feet  deep,  and  was  good  for  from  2  to  3 
barrels  per  day.    All  these  wells  were  drilled  in  1885. 

The  wells  numbered  from  7  to  12  were  drilled  in  the  following  year. 
Well  No.  7  found  oil  at  2-40  feet,  and  again  at  390  feet.  At  the  latter 
depth  it  flowed  75  barrels  per  day  for  a  time,  but  in  the  following  year 
was  doing  50  barrels  per  day  on  the  pump.  This  hole  is  said  to  have 
been  later  deepened  to  some  600  feet,  but  with  what  results  is  not 
known.    The  gravity  of  the  oil  was  originally  28^°  Beaume. 

Well  No.  8  was  the  celebrated  "Wild  Bill"  welf.  It  found  its  first  oil 
at  420  feet,  and  a  second  production  at  735  feet,  but  was  finished  at 
840,  and  later  deepened  to  970  feet.  This  well  started  off  at  125  barrels 
pel"  day,  and  maintained  that  production  for  at  least  a  year. 

Well  No.  9  was  drilled  to  a  depth  of  1261  feet.  A  small  amount  of 
hea\'y  oil  was  found  at  370  feet,  but  this  was  cased  off,  and  as  nothing 
was  found  below,  the  well  was  abandoned.  No.  10,  drilled  to  625  feet, 
found  water,  but  no  oil,  and  was  abandoned. 

Well  No.  11  was  a  dry  hole  at  1494  feet,  and  never  produced.  It  will 
1)('  noted  that  this  well  is  on  a  straight  line  between  Nos.  7  and  8,  both 
producers,  about  half-way  between  them,  and  much  deeper  than  either. 
This  peculiarity  was  noted  at  a  time  when  all  these  wells  were  operating, 
and  the  uncertainty  which  attaches  to  these  old  locations  does  not  obtain 
in  tliis  case. 

Well  No.  12  was  drilled  to  a  depth  of  440  feet,  but  it  is  said  that  top 
water  was  carried  down,  and  though  the  well  made  a  small  amount  of 
oil  at  times,  it  was  never  produced.  No.  13  was  drilled  to  650  feet,  and 
afterwards  deepened  to  780  feet.  This  well  started  off  at  175  barrels 
per  day,  but  afterwards  increased  its  output.  At  the  end  of  the  first 
year  it  was  reported  to  have  made  74.000  barrels  of  oil,  and  to  be  still 
doing  220  barrels  per  day. 

Well  No.  14  was  drilled  in  1887.  The  depth  was  300  feet,  and  it 
started  off  at  50  banels  daily.  No.  15  was  a  dry  hole  at  1000  feet,  and 
Avas  abandoned. 

Well  No.  16  was  probably  the  largest  flowing  well  ever  drilled  in 
Ventura  County.  At  a  depth  of  750  feet  this  well  produced  so  heavily 
that  the  oil  found  its  way  down  the  long  windings  of  the  eaiion  and  into 
Santa  Clara  River.  After  nine  months  it  was  still  doing  500  barrels 
per  day,  but  failed  not  long  after,  and  was  deepened  to  1100  feet,  but 
apparently  without  result. 

Well  No.  17  was  drilled  to  1400  feet,  and  kept  on  the  pump  for  some 
time,  but  was  a  very  small  producer.  The  depth  of  No.  18  is  not  known, 
though  it  is  over  900  feet. 

Wells  numl)ered  from  19  to  24  were  drilled  in  1888.  No.  19  was 
1430  feet  deep,  and  started  off  at  15  barrels  per  day.  No.  20  was  900 
feet  deep,  and  had  an  initial  production  of  25  barrels.    No.  21  was  860 
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feet,  60  barrels  daily.  No.  22  was  1400  feet,  20  barrels  per  day.  No.  23 
was  350  feet  deep,  and  made  30  barrels  per  day.  No.  24,  which  was 
located  close  to  No.  16,  was  1210  feet  deep,  and  started  otf  at  150  barrels 
per  day.  No.  25  got  the  first  sand  at  1980  feet,  and  was  finished  at 
2450  feet.  No.  27  was  finished  at  2780  feet.  Well  No.  3A,  drilled  in 
1890,  was  a  dry  hole  at  2550  feet,  and  never  produced.  Well  No.  28 
was  850  feet  deep,  and  yielded  25  barrels  per  day  until  No.  29  was 
finished,  when  it  went  dry.  Well  No.  29  was  950  feet  deep,  and  pro- 
duced 60  barrels  at  first,  then  25  barrels  per  day  for  five  years. 

In  June,  1895,  it  is  reported  that  there  were  29  wells  on  this  lease,  of 
which  but  three  were  being  pumped,  these  yielding  about  900  barrels 
per  month  total.  At  least  five  wells,  and  possibly  six,  were  drilled  later, 
but  little  is  known  as  to  these.  No.  31  was  drilled  in  1898,  and  was 
2723  feet  deep.  No.  32.  in  the  same  year,  Avas  finished  at  1817  feet. 
No.  34.  drilled  in  1899,  was  1840  feet  deep. 

In  January,  1912,  when  visited,  this  lease  was  not  operating,  but 
appeared  to  be  temporarily  shut  down.  One  well  was  flowing,  and  eight 
were  rigged  with  jack.  The  present  production  of  the  lease  is  not 
known,  but  is  probably  unimportant. 

The  wells  in  the  eastern  branch  of  Adams  Canon  were  kuoAvn  locally 
as  the  Tar  Flat  wells.  These  are  included  in  the  above,  the  divide 
between  the  two  branches  of  the  canon  being  slight,  and  the  numbering 
common  to  the  two  groups. 

Feldt,  B.  W.  The  well  located  northwest  of  Adams  No.  1,  and  well 
up  on  Sulphur  Mountain,  is  said  to  have  been  drilled  in  1879,  and  Avas 
known  at  the  time  as  the  "green  oil  well."  This  well  was  182  feet  deep, 
and  originally  produced  some  40  barrels  daily  of  a  bright  green  oil, 
probably  the  same  oil  as  is  now  found  in  some  of  the  Saltmarsh  Canon 
Oil  Company's  AvelLs.  In  1887  the  product  of  this  Avell  had  fallen  to 
6  barrels  per  day,  and  it  has  long  been  abandoned. 

Scott  d-  Gilniore — Slocu))i  Bros. — Forest  City  National  Oil  Company. 
The  group  of  wells  on  the  west  side  of  Santa  Paula  Caiion,  on  lots  A 
and  S  of  Rancho  Ex-Mission,  have  passed  through  several  ownerships, 
and  the  reports  concerning  them  are  somewhat  confused.  The  first  seven 
wells  appear  to  have  been  drilled  by  Scott  &  Gillmore.  on  a  lease  from 
the  Union  Oil  Company,  and  to  have  reverted,  with  the  lease,  to  the 
owners  of  the  land.  In  1895  these  seven  wells  were  reported  to  be  pro- 
ducing about  100  barrels  per  month  in  all,  and  to  be  from  300  to  1100 
feet  deep. 

The  lease  afterward  passed  to  Slocum  Brothers,  of  Santa  Paula,  and 
in  1910  was  sold  to  the  Forest  City  National  Oil  Company,  who  drilled 
one  well.  No.  16. 

In  January  of  the  current  year,  thirteen  Avells  were  producing  on  this 
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lease,  all  on  the  jack,  while  three  are  known  to  have  been  abandoned, 
the  latter  being  Nos.  2,  8,  and  9.  The  depths  of  the  producing  wells, 
to  far  as  known,  are  as  follows:  No.  1,  550  feet;  No.  3,  160  feet;  No.  5. 
1400  feet  deep,  but  producing  from  780  feet — this  well  gives  a  black  oil ; 
No.  6,  600  feet;  No.  7,  450  feet;  No.  10,  500  feet;  No.  11,  630  feet; 
No.  12,  543  feet;  No.  13,  520  feet;  No.  14,  660  feet;  No.  15,  590  feet; 
these  are  all  tubing  depths  as  operated  at  present,  the  original  depths  are 
not  known.  No.  16,  drilled  in  1910,  is  717  feet  deep.  These  welLs  are 
all  very  small  producers,  but  are  pumped  on  the  jack  and  are  easy  to 
maintain. 

Hamilton  Gardner  Oil  Company — Midway  Provident  Oil  Company. 
A  short  di.stance  to  the  southeast  of  the  foregoing  is  the  well  of  the 
]\Iidway  Provident  Oil  Company.  This  well  was  started  by  the  Hamilton 
Gardner  Oil  Company  in  1910.  It  is  suspended  at  present,  at  some 
500  feet. 

Vncle  John  Oil  Company.  The  only  attempt,  so  far  as  is  known,  to 
find  oil  in  this  hill  range  outside  of  the  narrow  belt  along  the  foot  of 
Sulplnir  Mountain  was  made  by  the  Uncle  John  Oil  Company  of 
Whittier.  In  1901  and  1902  this  company  drilled  two  wells  on  the 
Sexton  Ranch,  northwest  quarter  of  the  northeast  quarter,  section  19, 
3-22.  on  the  east  side  of  Sexton  Cafion.  No  definite  information  can 
be  had  regarding  these  wells,  which  are  said  to  have  had  a  little  oil  at 
somewhere  about  1000  feet. 

The  Ex-Mission  country,  as  a  whole,  is  credited  with  30  producing 
wells,  67  abandoned  (probably  more  than  this),  and  5  drilling  in 
August,  1910.  The  oil  produced  varies  somewhat,  but  is  all  of  a  high 
grade,  and  is  found  in  streaks  of  hard  sand,  dipping  steeply  and  regu- 
larly to  the  nortii.  There  are  evidently  several  producing  sands,  and 
it  is  probable  that  the  limit  of  development  has  been  by  no  means 
reached.  As  a  rule,  the  production  of  individual  wells  is  small,  but 
they  are  long  lived,  drilling  is  cheap  and  easy,  and  the  country  is  favor- 
able to  operations. 

QUALITY    OF   THE   EX-MISSION    OILS. 

The  oils  of  the  Ex-Mission  group  are  of  unusual  interest,  and  we  are 
fortimate  in  having  a  thoroughly  rej)resentative  selection  of  analyses. 
While,  with  one  exception,  all  the  oils  tested  come  above  the  limit 
usually  fixed  for  refining  oils,  they  .show  the  most  remarkable  diversity 
of  qualities,  and  atTord  a  striking  example  of  the  axiom  that  neither 
the  color  nor  the  gravity  of  a  crude  gives  more  than  the  most  tentative 
indication  of  its  value  to  the  refiner. 

In  color,  these  oils  have  a  very  wide  range,  shading  from  black  of  an 
unusual  brilliance  and  opacity  to  a  full,  rich  green,  through  greenish 
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black,  brownish  green  and  olive.  The  characteristic  brown-black  color 
of  Midway  and  Kern  River  oils  is  lacking ;  the  darkest  of  the  green  oils, 
however,  show  much  the  same  shade  as  the  top  sand  oils  of  the  East 
Side,  Coalinga. 

Contrary  to  the  usual  supposition,  the  green  oils  are  of  much  less 
value  for  refining  purposes  than  the  black.  These  green  oils  are  of 
very  unusual  composition,  resembling  but  one  other  oil  produced  in  this 
State — that  from  section  20,  19-15.  in  Coalinga.  It  will  be  recalled  that 
this  oil,  having  a  gravity  of  about  33°  Beaume,  gives  no  gasoline  and 
very  little  asphalt,  some  52°  distiUate,  a  little  kerosene  of  high  boiling 
point,  with  a  very  large  amount  of  33°  and  28°  distillate,  and  finally  a 
lubricating  stock  of  slight  viscosity.  These  characteristics  are  somewhat 
less  pronounced  in  the  green  oils  of  the  Ex-Mission,  nevertheless  the 
oils  of  this  color  are  noticeably  inferior  to  the  black  oils  of  the  same 
gravity  in  giving  less  light  distillates  and  valuable  lubricants,  and 
more  middle  distillate  and  lubricants  of  low  viscosity. 

These  characteristics  are  plainly  brought  out  in  the  appended 
analyses,  and  it  is  needless  to  go  into  details  here.  Comparison  of  a  few 
of  the  analyses  of  green  and  black  oils  of  the  same  gravity  and  of 
green  oils  of  different  gravities  will  be  of  interest,  even  if  it  does 
not  throw  an,v  light  on  the  nature  and  origin  of  these  peculiar  mix- 
tures. In  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  of  the  hydrocarbons 
of  which  our  oils  are  composed,  it  is  useless  to  speculate  on  the  source 
of  these  green  oils,  which  occur  in  close  proximity  to  others  of  a  quite 
different  quality,  and  often  in  tlie  same  well. 

C.   A.    Burrows   <£.   Son.     Well    No.   2. 

Gravitj' 20.0°   Beaume 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid  oil  of  a  very  black  color,  with  mild  and  rather  flat 
odor. 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
stream  of  inert  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  dryness. 

First  cut 7.2  per  cent  49.0°  Beaume 

Second  cut 5.8  per  cent  42.1° 

Third  cut IS.l  per  cent  .32.7° 

Fourth  cut   60.3  per  cent  23.0° 

Fixed  carbon   8.6  grams  per  100  c.c.  oil. 

100.0 

♦Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 


EX-MISSrOX,    SILVERTIIREAD    AND    IIMPIRE    AVKLLS.  59 

The  carbon  is  calculated  to  the  corresponding  weight  of  ' '  D ' '  asphalt 

by  the  usual  factor,  and  the  last  cut  reduced  in  a  stream  of  gas.    The 

above  figures  are  roughly  equal  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline   01.0°  Bfaume       None 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  .5.0  per  cent 

Kerosene    42.0°  10.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33.0°  14.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 30.0°  20..j  per  cent   )  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 15.4°  23.0  per  cent  S  23.6° — 49.57c 

Asphalt - "D"  21.5  per  cent  or  7f>  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  refine  very  well,  to  good  colors  and 
odors.  The  lubricating  stock  is  very  stable,  and  gives  a  fair  yield  of 
reduced  stock  of  high  viscositj-  and  good  color,  which  treats  out  with  the 
standard  dose  of  acid  to  a  very  handsome  red  oil  of  18.6^  gravity. 

This  is  more  nearly  a  normal  oil  than  the  green  oils  of  this  region, 
and  it  will  be  noted  that  a  high  asphalt  percentage  and  low  gravity  go 
with  a  very  fair  yield  of  light  oils,  while  the  middlings  are  low. 

7112.=- 
C.  A.    Burrows  &.  Son.      Well   No.  6. 

Gravity 27.2°   Beaum6 

Viscosity  at  60°  F 2.79  Redwood  (water.  1) 

Viscosity  at  185°  F 1.24  Redwood  (water,  1) 

Flash  point Below  G0°  P.,  Abel-Pensky  test 

Sulfur 0.72  per  cent  by  weight 

Thermal  value 19.1G1  British  thermal  units 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c.  distilled  in  glass,  without  .steam. 

Below  212°  F 12.8  per  cent  70.4°  Beau m^ 

212  to  302° 13.8  per  cent  54.1° 

.302   to   392° 9.9  per  cent  45.0° 

392  to  482° 7.7  per  cent  35.3° 

482  to  572° 9.8  per  cent  28.5° 

572°  to  grade 30.0  per  cent  26.9° 

Asphalt    14.8  per  cent  Grade  "D"   (about) 

I>o.ss    1.2  per  cent 

100.0  percent 

This  is  approximately  equal  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

(Jasoline 61°  Beanme         27per(i'nt 

Kngine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  13  per  cent 

Stovo  oil 33°  5  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate  and  lubricants ;{!>  per  cent 

.\si)halt 15  per  cent 

liOss 1  per  cent 

■  100  per  cent 

•Analysis  by  If.  X.  Cooper. 


60  rETROLEUM    IN    SOUTIIEHX    CALIFORNIA. 

This  is  a  veiy  unusual  oil  in  point  of  gasoline  yield,  the  gasoline  start- 
ing so  high  as  to  include  all  the  stock  ordinarily  going  into  a  52'^  cut. 
Middlings  are  low.  It  is  impossible  to  speak  with  certainty  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  lubricating  stock  from  figures  quoted,  but  probably  it  is 
not  of  much  value. 

7-110.* 

Union   Oil   Company  of  California.      Saltmarsh    No.   11. 
Gravity 19.7°   Beaum6 

Viscosity  at  60°  F 31.82  Redwood  (water,  1) 

Viscosity  at  180°  F 1.98  Redwood  (water,  1) 

Flash  point ^ Below  00"  F..  Abel-Pensky  test 

Distillatio)). 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  di.stilled  from  glass  flask,  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  212°  F 1.4  per  cent  63.4°  Beau m6 

212  to  302° 8.7  per  cent  53.6° 

302  to  392° S.3  per  cent  42.8° 

392  to  482° 8.7  per  cent  33.2° 

482  to  572° S.9  per  cent  26.2° 

572  to  grade 40.1  per  cent  22.9° 

Asphalt    20.7  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Loss    3.2  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

This  is  approximately  equal  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline    61.0°  Beaume  ;*>  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  7  per  cent 

Kerosene   42.0°  9  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33.0°  8  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate  and  lubricants 23.5°  49  per  cent 

Asphalt   "D"  21  per  cent 

Loss ---  3  per  cent 

100  per  cent 

This  is  a  very  unusual  oil  for  this  section,  giving  large  yields  at  the 
ends,  and  small  yields  of  middlings.  It  will  be  noted  that  a  low  gravity 
goes  with  a  considerable  yield  of  light  products,  much  asphalt,  and  a 
heavy  lubricating  stock.  The  latter  seems  to  distil  without  much  break- 
ing down. 

4482.* 

Union    Oil   Company  of   California.      Saltmarsh    No.   7. 

Gravity 29.8°  Beaura^ 

This  is  a  very  thin  oil,  with  an  olive  green  color,  and  sweet,  rather  gassy  odor. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  di\v.  fifth  cut  in  a 
stream  of  inert  gas.    Distillation  carried  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 5.6  per  cent  .56.6°  Beaume 

Second   cut   8.6  per  cent  52.6° 

Third  cut   14.7  per  cent  42.4° 

Fourth  cut 23.0  per  cent  33.4° 

Fifth  cut 45.1  per  cent  25.3° 

Fixed  carbon 3.0  grams  per  100  c.c.  oil 


100.0  per  cent 

♦Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 


EX-MISsrON",    SILVERTHREAD    AND    EMPIRE    WELES.  61 

The  carbon  is  calculated  to  "D"  asphalt  and  the  last  cut  reduced,  as 

in  the  last  analysis  quoted.     The  above  figures  are  equivalent  to  the 

following  commercial  analysis,  the  percentage  given  for  the  first  and 

second  products  being  approximate  only : 

Gasoline    G1.0°  Bcaum»?  2     perceut 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  14     percent 

Kerosene 42.0"  13     percent 

Stove  oil rW.O'  23     percent 

Fuel  distillate 31.5°  17     percent   i  Sloj)  distillate 

Reduced  stock 19.9°  23.5  per  cent  \  25.3° — 10.5% 

Asphalt 7.5  per  cent  or  20  lbs.  per  bl)l. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  treated  readily  to  good  colors,  and  gave  sweet 
refined  products.  The  light  end  of  the  oil  is  of  excellent  quality,  though 
the  yields  are  very  low  for  an  oil  of  this  gravity. 

The  heavy  end  of  the  oil  was  abused  in  the  distillation  and  more 
decomposed  than  it  should  have  been,  still  it  is  evidently  not  very  stable. 
The  reduced  stock  Avith  the  usual  dose  of  acid  gave  a  21.7°  red  oil  of 
fine  color,  but  low  viscosity. 

4437.* 

Midway  Petroleum  Company.     Well  No.  2. 
Gravity 19.4°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  moderately  viscous  oil,  of  a  t^reenish  black  color  and  mild  odor. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled   in  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dryness. 

First  cut 8.0  per  cent  .52.4°  Beaume 

Second  cut S.8  per  cent  42.4° 

Third  cut   10.5  per  cent  :^.3.2° 

Fourth  cut   (i4.7  per  cent  22.5° 

Fixed  carbon   8.0  grams  per  100  c.c.  oil 

100.0  per  cent 

Carbon  calculated  to  asphalt  by  the  usual  factor.  Lubricating  stock 
reduced  in  a  stream  of  gas.  This  gives  the  following  commercial 
analysis : 

Gasoline 01.0°  Beaume       None 

l']ngine  distillate 52.0°  8  per  cent 

Kerosene   42.0°  9  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33.0°  10  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.0°  23  per  cent    iSlop  distillate 

Uediicod   stock   14.8°  20  per  cent    S    22.5°— 5.'i'r. 

.\sphalt   "D"  20  per  cent  or  72  lbs.  \»'v  bl)I. 

lOO  percent 

The  lighter  oils  fr(»m  this  crude  refine  readily  to  gocul  colors  and 
odors.  The  lubricating  stock  is  stable,  and  gives  a  good  yield  of  reduced 
stock  of  low  gravity  and  high  viscosity.    This  treats  out  willi  llic  usual 

•Analysis   l.v  .T.   P.   P. 
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dose  of  acid  to  a  red  oil  of  17.3 ~  gravity  and  an  excellent  color.  This 
oil  shows  a  surprisingly  good  analysis  for  its  gravity,  and  may  be  con- 
sidered a  very  good  refining  oil. 

4435.* 

Saltmarsh    Canon    Oil    Company.     Well    No.    14. 

Gravity 22.3°   Beaum6 

This  i.s  a  moderately  thin  oil  of  a  strong  green  color  and  flat  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper  in  a  stream  of  fixed  gas,  to  a  residue 
of  dry  coke. 

First  cut IS.S  per  ct-nt  .33.0°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 79.2  per  cent  23.0° 

Fixed  carbon 2.0  irrams  per  100  c.c.  oil 

100.0  per  cent 

Coke  calculated  to  asphalt  by  the  usual  factor,  and  last  cut  reduced 

in  gas,  giving  the  following  commercial  analj'sis : 

Gasoline    G1.0°  Beaum6  None 

Engine    distillate    52.0°  None 

Kerosene    42.0°  None 

Stove  distillate 33.0°  19  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 30.0°  30  per  cent  >  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 17.7°  46  per  cent  \   23.0°— 76% 

Asphalt    "D"'  5  per  cent  or  18  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  are  rather  dark  in  color,  but  sweet 
and  treated  out  well.  The  heavy  stock  Avas  of  good  quality,  and  gives  a 
large  yield  of  reduced  stock  of  fair  viscosity.  This,  with  the  usual 
dose  of  acid,  gives  a  19.8°  engine  oil  of  very  dark  color  and  rather  low 
viscosit3\ 

The  lubricating  fractions  of  this  oil  are  unusually  refractory,  and 
in  spite  of  the  handsome  appearance  of  the  crude  it  is  of  very  little 
refining  value. 

2475.t 

Saltmarsh  Canon  Oil  Company.     Wells  Nos.  1  and  6. 

Gravity 25.2°   Beaum6 

This  is  a  limpid  oil  of  a  deep  olive  color  and  mild  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  100  c.c.  distilled  from  glass,  to  a  temperature  of  518°  F.  Residue 
reduced  to  asphalt  by  open  evaporation,  and  the  weight  corrected  (factor 
X  0.8)   for  oxidation  during  evaporation.     The  original  figures  are  : 

Below  212°   F l.upercent)^       .^    ro -o  t> 

ntn  ^     orvoo   tti  -i-i  r\  <-  (  GraA'ity  53.  (     Beaum6 

212  to  302°   F 11.0  per  cent  ) 

302  to  518°  F 25.5  per  cent  37.6° 

Residue  above  518° 62.0  per  cent  20.7° 

The  high  gravity  of  this  residue  is  abnormal,  and  indicates  a  large 
percentage  of  the  lighter  lubricants.     In  this  connection  see  Analyses 

•Analysis  by  P.  W.  P. 
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4482,  443JJ,  44()],  and  4435.  After  evaporation  to  asphalt  and  calcula- 
tion, the  above  figures  are  approximately  equal  to  the  following  com- 
mercial analysis : 

Gasoline    61°  Beauin^  3  per  cent 

Engine  distillate   52°  9  per  cent 

Kerosene     42°  LS  per  cent 

Stove  oil  and  lubricants Not  separated  tjO  per  cent 

Asphalt 10  per  cent  or  oTi  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100  per  cent 

Saltmarsh   Canon  Oil   Company.      Average  of  Wells   Nos.  3,   11.  and  13. 

Gravity 25.9°   Beaum6 

This  is  a  limpid  oil,  with  a  strong  olive  green  color  and  a  rather  flat  odor. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  150  c.c.  distilled  from  copper,  fust  two  cuts  dry.  third  cut  in  a 
stream  of  inert  gas.     Distilled  to  dryness. 

First   cut   9.2  per  cent  42.2°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 39.1  per  cent  3.3.1° 

Third  cut 49.0  per  cent  22.9° 

Fi.xed  carbon 2.2  grams  per  100  c.c.  oil 

100.0 

The  carbon  was  calculated  to  "D'*  asphalt  in  the  usual  manner,  and 
the  last  cut  reduced  in  a  stream  of  gas.  The  above  figures  are  equivalent 
to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline     Til.O"  Beaunu'-  None 

Engine  distillate 52.0**  None 

Kerosene    42.0°  •                  9.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33.0°  4U.0perc«-nt 

Fuel  distillate 32.0°  11.0  per  cent  /    Slop  distillate 

Reduced   .stock    18.<;°  34.5  per  cent  \    22.9° — 45.5% 

Asphjilt    "D"  5.5  per  cent  or  19  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

Light  products  refine  readily.  Stove  oil  was  considerably  decom- 
posed, and  the  high  yield  of  this  product  is  in  part  due  to  breaking 
down  of  the  heavy  lubricating  oils,  though  distillation  was  conducted 
under  favorable  conditions.  The  lubricating  stock  was.  therefore,  a 
good  deal  burned,  and  gave  a  bluish  reduced  stock  of  low  viscosity, 
which  with  the  usual  dose  of  acid  gave  a  20^  engine  oil  of  fair  color 
only. 

A  small  amount  of  52-  distillate  may  liave  escaped  estimation  in  this 
test,  but  tlio  yield,  if  any,  must  l)e  extroniely  small.  The  high  yield  of 
middlings  makes  the  gravity  of  this  oil  very  deceptive,  as  the  analysis 
shows  it  to  be  of  little  refining  value. 

•Analysis  by  J.  V.   V. 
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:.4i;i.*. 

Saltmarsh   Canon    Oil    Company.      Well    No.    12. 

Gravity 29.8°  Beaum^ 

This  is  a  limpid  oil  of  a  strong  green  color  and  flat,  rather  foul  odor,  resembling 
that  of  the  seepage  oil  of  Sulphur  Crofk,  Colusa  County. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  coppei*,  first  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  fixed  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut    14.9percent  02.2°  Beaum4 

Second  cut 18.3  per  cent  42.6° 

Third  cut 2r).r>  per  cent  33.2° 

Fourth  cut 39.7  per  cent  24.6° 

Fixed   carbon    l..")  grams  per  100  c.c.  oil 

100.0  per  cent 

Coke  calculated  to  asplialt  by  the  usual  factor,   and  the  last  cut 

reduced  in  a  current  of  gas,  giving  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline     01.0°  Tcaume       None 

Engine    distillate    52.0°  15.0  per  cent 

Kerosene    42.0°  19.0  per  cent 

Stove   oil    33.0°  25.0  per  cent 

Fuel    distillate    27.5°  15.G  per  cent  i    Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 19.9°  21.6  per  cent  \    24.6°— 37.2% 

Asphalt    "D"'  3.8  per  cent  or  13  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  are  of  good  and  sweet  odor,  but  do 
not  readily  treat  to  water-white  oils.  The  stove  oil  is  sweet,  and  the 
large  yield  seems  to  be  natural  to  the  oil,  and  not  the  result  of  decompo- 
sition. The  lubricating  stock  is  of  fair  color  and  low  viscosity,  and 
gives  a  normal  reduced  stock,  which  treats  out  to  a  red  oil  of  a  dark 
amber  color  and  rather  low  viscosity. 

.5466.* 
Saltmarsh    Canon    Oil    Company.     Well    No.   7. 

Gravity 32.7°   Beaum^ 

This  is  a  vory  limpid  oil,  with  a  .strong  green  color  and  a  flat,  repulsive  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  100  c.c.  distilled  from  copper,   first  four  cuts  dry,  fifth  cut  in   a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  dryness. 

First  cut   7.5  per  cent  61.5°  Beaumg 

Second   cut    14.0  per  cent  52.7° 

Third  cut 0.5  per  cent  42.9° 

Fourth  cut 35.5  per  cent  32.9° 

Fifth  cut 32.1  per  cent  21.4° 

Fixed    carbon    1.4  grams  per  100  c.c.   oil 

100.0  per (Put 

The  carbon  is  calculated  to  asphalt  hy  the  usual  factor,  and  the  fifth 
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cut   reduced   in   a   current   of   gas,    giving   the   following   commercial 

analysis : 

Gasoline 01.0°  Beaiim^  8..")  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  l.'J.O  per  cent 

Kerosene    42.0°  11.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil .'W.0°  32.5  per  cent 

Fuel    di.stillate    29.0°  13.3  per  cent/    Slop  distillate 

Uoduccd  stock 10.2°  18.2  percent^    21.4°— 31.5% 

Asphalt    "D"  3.5  per  cent  or  12  llxs.  per  bbi. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  oils  from  this  crude  refine  with  unusual  readiness  to  water 
white  oils  of  ver}'  slight  odor.  The  stove  oil  shows  little  indications  of 
cracking.  The  lubricating  stock  is  of  good  color  and  viscosity,  and 
gives  a  reduced  stock  of  excellent  color.  This  treats  out  to  a  fine  red 
oil  of  high  viscosity. 

7409.* 
Union   Oil   Company   of   California.      Adams  Canon,   Green   Oil   Tunnel. 

Gravitj' 20.1°   Beaum6 

Viscosity   at  00°   F 8.95  Redwood    (water,  1) 

Viscosity  at  180°  F 1.40  Redwood  (water,  1) 

Fla.sh  point 154°  F.,  Abel-Pensky  test 

Sulfur 0.32  per  cent  by  weight 

Thermal  value 19,087  British  thermal  units 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c.,  distilled  from  glass  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  302°   F 0.8  per  cent 

302  to  392° 7.8  per  cent  43.3°  Beaum4 

392  to  482° 1G.3  per  cent  37.2° 

482  to  572° 17.4  per  cent  30.0° 

572°  to  grade 40.0  per  cent  25.3° 

Asphalt    10.6  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Lo.ss    1.1  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 

This  is  roughly  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 01.0°  Beaum6         None 

Engine   distillate    52.0°  1  per  cent 

Kerosene    42.0°  9  per  cent 

Stove   oil   33.0°  32  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate  and  lubricants—  28.3°  40  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asi)halt    "D"  17  per  cent 

Loss 1  per  cent 

100  per  cent 

The  heavy  end  of  this  oil  holds  up  better  in  distillation  than  in 
No.  7408,  but,  as  usual,  the  middle  outs  are  very  large. 
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4486.* 

Union   Oil    Company   of   California.     Adams   Canon    average. 

Gravity 25.1°   Beaum6 

Tliis  is  a  limpid  oil  of  a  very  black  color,  with  mild,  gassy  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled   from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut   in  a 
stream  of  inert  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 5.(5  per  ceut  60.0°  Beaume 

Second  cut 5.0  per  cent  .51.5° 

Third  cut 9.0  per  cent  42.4° 

Fourth  cut 22.8  per  cent  33.1° 

Fifth  cut 51.7  per  cent  25.3° 

Fixed  carbon 5.3  grams  per  100  c.c.  oil  . 

100.0  per  cent 

Coke  is  calculated  to  asphalt  by  the  usual  factor.    Fifth  cut  reduced 

in  a  current  of  gas.    Following  is  the  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61.0°  Beaume  5.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  6.0  per  cent 

Kerosene  42.0°  9.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33.0°  23.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 32.0°  18.0  per  cent  j    Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 18.6°  25.7  per  cent  (   25.3° — 43.7% 

Asphalt "D"  13.3  per  cent  or  47  lbs.  per  bbl. 


100.0  per  ceut 

The  light  products  are  of  first  quality  and  refine  readily.  The  lubri- 
cating stock  breaks  down  considerably,  and  gives  only  a  low  yield  of 
reduced  stock.  This  treats  with  five  per  cent  of  acid  to  a  20.7°  red  oil 
of  low  viscosity  and  rather  bro^^Tiish  red  shade.  Considerable  paraffin 
occurs  in  this  fraction,  giving  the  red  oil  a  high  cold  test. 

This  oil  is  rather  high  is  middlings  and  low  in  end  products,  and  is 
not  very  stable  at  the  latter  end. 

'  4485.* 
Union   Oil    Company  of  California.     Adams   Canon,    H.    &   S.    Tunnel    No.    1. 

Gravity 25.2°   Beaumg 

This  is  a  very  limpid,  clear  oil,  of  a  strong  green  color  and  mild,  gassy  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry,  fourth. cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.    Distillatiofl'carried  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 5.4  per  cent  52.2°  Beaumg 

Second  cut 42.9  per  cent  42.6° 

Third   cut 25^4  per  cent  33.1° 

Fourth  cut _--  52.5  per  cent  21.2° 

Fixed  carbon ^ _     3.8  grams  per  100  c.c.  oil 

100.0  per  cent 
•Analysis  by  J.   P.  P. 
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Carbon  calculated  to   asphalt  in  the  usual  manner.     Fourth   cut 

reduced  in  a  stream  of  inert  gas.  The  following  is  the  commercial 
analysis : 

Gasoline 61.0°  Beaum<5         None 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  6  per  cent 

Kerosene 42.0°  13  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33.0°  25  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 28.0°  14  per  cent  /    Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 17.1°  32  per  cent  (    21.2°— 46.5% 

A.sphalt   "D"  10  per  cent  or  32  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100  per  cent 
As  is  usual  with  tunnel  oils,  gasoline  is  absent.  Distillate  and  kero- 
sene are  sweet  and  treat  out  freely.  The  lubricating  stock  holds  up 
well,  both  in  distillation  and  reduction,  and  has  a  good  viscosity.  IJe- 
duced  stock  treats  with  standard  dose  of  acid  to  a  good  red  oil  with 
fair  outertone,  gravity  19.9°.  The  high  gravity  of  the  crude  is  due 
to  low  asphalt  percentage  and  large  amount  of  middlings,  which  do  not 
appear  to  be  due  to  decomposition  of  the  lubricating  stock. 

4475.* 
Union   Oil  Company  of  California.     A  well   in  Adams  Canon. 

Gravity 25.5°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  limpid  oil,  extremely  black  and  opaque,  and  with  a  mild  and  rather 
gassy  odor. 

Distillation. 

A  sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  in  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry.  last  cut  in  a 
stream  of  inert  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut ^ ; 5.8  per  cent  57.5°  Beaum6 

Second  cut ^     5.5  per  cent  51.0° 

Third  cut 10.0  per  cent  42.4° 

Fourth  cut 17.5  per  cent  33.1° 

Fifth  cut 54.5  per  cent  27.0° 

Fixed  carbon 6.1  grams  per  100  c.c.  oil  }'tr(!  O'/i 

•  .vK0d.'}rI':r 

100.0  per  cent  :,ih;^,/c 

Carbon  calculated  to  asphalt  by  the  usual  factor.  Lubricating  stock 
not  fractionated  in  this  analysis.  The  following  commercial  analysis 
is  indicated: 

Gasoline . 61.0°  Beaum6  3  per  cent 

Engine  distillate ^ _.52.0°  9  i)er  ceiif 

Kerosene 42.0°  10  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33.0°  17  per  cent  •  '-'i'^v'-M 

Fuel  disOllate  and  lubricants.-  27.0°  46  per  Cent  (nbt  separated) 

Asphalt 1: '. _. ' "D"  15  per  cent  or  54  Ib^.  per  bbl. 

100  per  cent  '  "^ 

The  light  products  were  of  mild  color  and.  odor,  and  treated  out  ;wei)^; 

Heavy  stock  badly  cracked  and  of  little  value.    Like  the  Tar  Flat  oiiv 

this  oil  is  best  at  its  light  end,  the  lubricating"  stock  being  too  tender  to 

be  of  much  value. 

i 
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7408.* 

Union   Oil    Comoany   of   Califorrla.      Adams   Canon    No.   27. 

Gravity 28.9°   Beaum# 

Viscosity  at  G0°  F 5.91  Redwood  (water,  1) 

\Mscosity  at  180°  F 1.34  Redwood  (water,  1) 

Flasli  point Below  00°  F..  Abel-Pensky  test 

Sulfur 0.48  per  cent  by  weight 

Thermal  value 19,105  Rriti.sh  thermal  units 

Distillatio7i. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  a  glass  flask,  last  fractions  being  considerably 
decomposed.  Light  cuts  read  directly  by  picnometer  weights.  Asphalt 
determined  by  weight,  no  definite  hardness  stated.    The  original  figures  are : 

Below  212°  F 4.0  per  cent  03.2°  Beaumg 

212  to  302° 14.1  percent  51.0° 

302  to  392° 9.1  per  cent  42.3° 

392  to  482° 9.3  per  cent  37.2° 

482  to  572° 10.1  per  cent  33.9° 

572°  to  grade 4:^0  per  cent  29.4° 

Asphalt 9.8  per  cent  Grade  "D"    (about) 

Loss   0.0  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 

This  is  roughly  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis.    The 

percentage  of  stove  oil  is  very  doubtful,  and  may  be  much  larger  than  as 

stated,  but  as  this  is  of  little  value,  the  point  is  not  of  importance. 

Gasoline 01.0°  Reaume  7  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  7  per  cent 

Kerosene   42.0°  17  per  cent 

Stove  oil 34.0°  15  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate  and  lubricants —  44  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt "D'  10  per  cent 

100  per  cent 

No  information  is  given  regarding  the  quality  of  the  light  products. 
The  heavy  end  seems  to  be  rather  unstable,  even  allowing  for  the  decom- 
position always  attending  this  method  of  distillation. 

4483. t 
Union   Oil   Company   of   California.      Tar   Flat  Tunnel. 

Gravity 24.3°   Reaume 

This  i.s  a  limpid  oil  of  a  deep  greenish  black  color,  clearly  distinguishable  from  the 
jet  black  oils  from  the  wells  farther  south.    The  odor  is  also  flatter  and  less  gassy. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c.  was  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  drj%  fourth  cut 
in  a  stream  of  inert  gas.    Distillation  was  carried  to  a  dry  coke. 

First  cut 8.4  per  cent  .54.8°  Reaumg 

Second  cut 8.0  per  cent  38.3° 

Third  cut 10.2  per  cent  3.3.3° 

Fourth  cut 70.4  per  cent  25.4° 

Fixed  carbon 3.0  grams  per  100  c.c.  oil 


100.0  per  cent 


•Analysis  by  H.   N.   Cooper. 
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Cake  was  calculated  to  asphalt  by  the  usual  factor,  and  fourth  cut 

reduced  in  a  stream  of  fixed  gas.  This  gives  the  following  commercial 
analysis : 

Gasoline G1.0°  Beaume  1.0  per  cent;  Approximate  ,igu  res 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  7.0  per  cent  ^                 ^^^j^. 

Kerosene 42.0°  O.Opercent) 

Stove  oil 33.0°  12.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 32.0°  22.5  per  cent  *    Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 19.3°  44.0  per  cent  S    25.4° — GG.59c 

Asphalt    "D"  7.5  per  cent  or  26  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  are  of  first  quality,  and  refine  read- 
ily. Lubricating  stock  is  much  more  stable  than  is  usual  with  these 
oils,  and  handles  well.  Reduced  stock  with  usual  treatment  gives  a  20.7' 
engine  oil  of  a  very  fine  color;  the  yield  also  is  unusually  large.  On 
the  whole,  this  is  a  better  oil  for  refining  than  most  of  the  oils  of  this 
region,  though,  like  all  tunnel  oils,  deficient  in  gasoline. 

5462.* 
Union    Oil    Company   of    California.      Tar    Flat,    South    Well. 

Gravity 24.4°   Beaume 

This  is  a  limpid  oil  of  brownish  black  color  and  rather  sharp,  gassy  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry,   last  cut   in   a 
stream  of  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 10.5  per  cent  52.0°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 11.4  per  cent  41.1° 

Third  cut 31.8percent  33.1° 

Fourth   cut 34.7  per  cent  19.6° 

Fixt'd  carbon 2.6  grams  per  100  c.c.  oil 

100.0  per  cent 
Carbon  calculated  to  asphalt  by  the  usual  factor.     Last  cut  reduced 
in  a  current  of  gas,  giving  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

(iasoline 61.0°  Beaum^  None 

Fngine  distillate 52.0°  10.5  per  cent 

Kerosene     42.0°  10.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33.0°  33.0  per  cent 

Fuel    distillate    30.0°  13.0  per  cent  i    Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock   Solid  17.5  per  cent  S    19.6°— 30..57c 

Asphalt "D"  6.5  per  cent  or  23  IKs.  \h'v  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 
The  light  products  from  tliis  oil  refine  readily,  to  fair  coIoin  and 
sweet  odor.  The  stove  oil  cut  is  badly  burned,  indicating  mucli  ci-acking 
of  the  lubricating  stock.  The  latter  is  pasty  with  paraffin  at  60"  temper- 
ature, and  the  reduced  stock  sets  solid  at  TO""  F.,  making  it  useless  for 
the  manufacture  of  engine  oil,  as  the  paraffin  from  these  oils  docs  not 
crystallize. 

•Analysis  by  P.  W.   P. 
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2425.* 
Union  Oil   Company  of  California.     Tar   Flat,   lease  average. 

Gravity 25.4°   Beaum6 

Viscosity  at  65°  F 6.96°  Engler   (water,  1) 

FMsh  point 120°  F.,  open  test 

This  oil  is  very  similar  in  appearance  to  the  last  sample,  being  a  limpid  oil,  very 
dense  and  of  a  black  color,  with  a  gas.sy  odor. 
Distillatioti. 

A  small  sample  was  distilled  from  a  glass  flask  to  a  temperature  of  518°  F. 
The  residue  from  this  di.stlllation  was  reduced  by  open  evaporation  to  grade 
"D"  (40  penetration),  and  the  asphalt  weighed.  The  figure  for  asjphalt  thus 
obtained  is  reduced  by  20  per  cent  (one  fifth)  to  correct  for  oxidation. 
Following  are  the  direct  figures: 

Below  212°  F Trace 

212  to  302°    10.0  per  cent  56.0°  Beaumg 

302   to   518° 27.0  per  cent  38.8° 

Residue  above  518° 63.0  per  cent  16.8° 

100.0  per  cent 
Asphalt   16.85  grams  per  100  c.c. 

This  is  roughly  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61.0°  Beaumg  5  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  5  per  cent 

Kerosene _^ 42.0°  18  per  cent 

Stove  oil   and  lubricants .^9  per  cent   (not  separated) 

A.sphalt "D"  13  per  cent  or  47  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100  per  cent 

4174. V 

Union  Oil  Company  of  California.     Tar  Flat  Nos.  31   and  32. 

Gravity 28.6°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  very  limpid  oil,  extremely  black  and  opaque,  with  a  gas.sy  and  rather 
sharp  odor. 
'  '    'DiMillation. 

A  sample  of  150  c.c.  was  distilled  in  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  inert  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  dryness. 

First  cut 8.8  per  cent  58.1°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 7.0  per  cent  49.0° 

Third   cut   10.0  per  cent  42.1° 

Fourth  cut 1G.6  per  cent  33.1° 

Fifth  ciit ——^-: - 51.8  per  cent  2G.1" 

Fixed  carbon   5.2  grams  per  100  c.c.  oil 

100.0  per  cent 

'The  carbon  is  calculated  to  asphalt  by  the  usual  factor,  and  the  last 
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cut  reduced  in  a  current  of  gas.     This  gives  the  following  commercial 

analysis : 

Gasoline    G1.0°  Beaum6  G  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  9  per  cent 

Kerosene  _^ 42.0°  11  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33.0°  16  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate   .34.0°  17  per  cent  i    Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 19.8°  28  per  cents    26.1° — 45% 

Asphalt "D"  13  per  cent  or  46  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100  per  cent 

The  light  products  (down  to  and  including  kerosene)  are  rather  dark, 
but  treat  out  readily.  The  heavier  oils  break  up  badly.  The  reduced 
stock  is  dark  in  color  and  does  not  take  the  acid  well,  giving  a  very  dark 
red  oil,  even  at  the  high  gravity  of  22.8°  for  the  finished  oil. 

This  is  a  refining  oil  of  fair  quality  only,  and  best  at  its  light  end. 

5465.* 

Slocum  Oil   Company.      Well   No.  5. 

Gravity 14.9°   Beaum6 

Tbis  is  a  moderately  viscous  oil  of  a  brownish  black  color  and  a  mild  odor.     It  is 
rather  less  viscous  and  noticeably  greener  in  tone  than  valley  oils  of  the  same  gravity. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  iu  a  stream  of  fixed  gas.     Distilla- 
tion carried  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 12.5  per  cent  32.0°  Beaum6 

Second   cut 78.7  per  cent  20.9° 

Fixed   carbon   8.8  grams  per  100  c.c.  oil 

100.0  per  cent 

Carbon  calculated  to  asphalt  by  the  usual  factor,  and  last  cut  reduced 

in  gas.    This  gives  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Ga.soline    61.0°  Beaum6         None 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  None 

Kerosene 42.0°  None 

Stove  oil 33.0°  11.5  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate   30.0°  28.0  per  cent  |     Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 14.5°  38.5  per  cent  \    20.9°— 66.5% 

Asphalt   "D"  22.0  per  cent  or  77  lbs.  per  bbl. 


100.0 


The  stove  oil  from  this  run  is  perfectly  sweet,  and  free  from  any 
indications  of  cracking.  The  lubricating  stock  is  dark  in  color,  but  of 
high  viscosity,  and  gives  a  large  yield  of  ver^'  viscous  reduced  stock. 
This  treats  with  the  usual  acid  to  a  red  oil  of  17.2°  gravity,  moderate 
viscosity,  and  good  red  color  with  strong  green  overtone. 

♦  Analyais  by  P.  W.  P. 
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5463.* 

Slocum  Oil  Company.      Tunnel. 

Gravity 22.5°   Beaiim^ 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid  oil  of  an  olive  green  color  and  bland  odor. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper  in  a  stream  of  gas,  to  a  residue  of 
dry  coke. 

First  cut 2G.5  per  cent  33.1°  Beaum4 

Second  cut 70.6  per  cent  22.5° 

Fixed  carbon 2.9  grams  per  100  c.c.  oil 

100.0  per  cent 

Carbon  calculated  to  asphalt  by  the  usual  factor.    Lubricating  stock 

reduced  in  a  stream  of  gas,  giving  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

(ia-soline 61°  Beaume         None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene    42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  26.5  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 30°  2.'..8  per  cent  >    Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 16°  40.4  per  cent  S   22.5°— 66.2% 

Asphalt "D"  7.3  per  cent  or  16  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  first  cut  from  this  crude  has  a  strong  odor,  and  is  in  part  a  decom- 
position product.  The  lubricating  stock,  however,  comes  over  clean, 
and  gives  a  good  yield  of  reduced  stock  of  good  color  and  fair  viscosity. 
This  treats  with  the  usual  dose  of  acid  to  a  red  oil  of  19.9°  gravity, 
moderate  viscosity,  and  of  a  light  red  color  with  brownish  tone. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  analysis  of  this  oil,  with  a  gravity  of  22.5'' 
Beaume,  is  almost  identical  with  that  of  No.  5  well  on  the  same  lease, 
the  difference  being  in  the  percentage  of  stove  oil  and  of  asphalt.  An 
explanation  of  this  anomaly  would  be  of  great  interest. 

4433.t 

Slocum  Oil   Company.      West   End   Wells. 

Gravity 24.3°   Beaum^ 

This  is  a  fairly  limpid  oil,  of  a  greenish  black  color  and  mild  odor. 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  thx-ee  cuts  dry,  fourth  cut  in  a 
stream  of  fixed  gas.     Distillation  to  a  residua  of  dry  coke. 

First    cut    S.O  per  cent  49.1°  Beaum6 

Second   cut   8.0  per  cent  42.0" 

Third    cut    29.0  per  cent  32.8° 

Fourth  cut 49.5  per  cent  23.1° 

Fixed  carbon   5.5  grams  per  100  c.c.  oil 


100.0  per  cent 

♦Analysis  by  P.  W.  P. 
fAnalysis  by  J.   P.   P. 
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Coke  calculated  to  asphalt  by  the  usual  factor,  and  last  cut  reduced 
in  a  current  of  gas,  giving  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

(jra.soline    01.0°  Ilcar.ine  None 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  5  per  cent 

Kerosene 42.0°  1.3  per  cent 

Stove  oil 34.0°  22  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate    30.0°  14  per  cent  i    Slop  distillate 

Reduced   stock    10.0°  :.2  per  cent  ^    2:i.l° — 40% 

Asphalt "D"  14ppr  cent  or  .■!2  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100  per  cent 

The  lig:ht  prndnets  from  this  oil  treated  fairly  well  only — colors  did 
nut  come  up  well,  though  treated  oils  were  perfectly  sweet.  The  heavy 
end  of  the  oil  breaks  down  considerably,  and  gives  only  fair  products. 
Reduced  stock  with  the  usual  dose  of  acid  gave  a  21.5°  engine  oil  of  a 
dull,  brownish  red  color  and  low  viscosity. 

This  oil,  as  is  not  unusual  in  this  region,  is  overloaded  M'ith  middlings, 
and  does  not  show  as  good  an  analysis  as  the  gravity  would  indicate. 

4436.* 
Slocum  Oil   Company.      Lease  average. 

Gravity 24.-5°   Beaum6 

This  is  a  limpid  oil,  having  a  black  color  with  green  tinge,  and  a  somewhat 
gassy  odor. 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c.  was  distilled  from  cupper,  first  three  cuts  dry.  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  inert  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 5.0  per  cent  52.0°  Beaum6 

Second   cut    12.0  i)er  cent  42.8° 

Third    cut    30.3  per  cent  33.2° 

Fourth   cut    4o. 7  per  cent  23.0° 

Fi.xed  carbon 8.4  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

Coke  is  ealciilatt'd  to  "D"  asi)halt  by  the  usual  factor,  find  fourth 
cut  reduced  in  a  stream  of  gas,  thus  getting  the  following  commercial 
analysis : 

(Jasoline     01.0°  lieaume  None 

Engine  distillate   52.0°  (5  per  cent 

Kerosene 42.0°  14  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33.0°  2S  per  cent 

l-'uel    distillate    32.0°  12  percent   i    Slop  distillate 

Reduced   stock 17.7°  10  percent    s    23.0^'— 31% 

Asphalt    "D"  21  percent  or  75  ll>s.  Iter  bbl. 

The  liylit  pfddiicls  tfcjilcd  out  pci-lVct ly  sweet,  thotiuii  not  In  very 
good  color.  Iitil)rie<iting  stock  was  considerably  cracked  and  gave  only 
fair  residts.  Jxeduced  stock  with  5  per  cent  acid  gave  a  19.5"^  engine  oil 
of  fair  color  and  rather  low  viscosity.  This  oil  is  best  at  the  light  end. 
but  is  high  in  middle  oils,  and  of  tiioderati'  refining  valne  oidy. 

•Analysis  l>y  ,7.   P.   P. 
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2433.* 

Slocum  Oil  Company.     Well   No.  1 — Green. 

Gravity 26.8°  Beaum6 

Viscosity  at  08°  F 8.35  Engler  (water,  1) 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid  oil,  of  a  dull  green  color  and  bland  odor. 
Distillation. 

A  small  sample  distilled  from  glass  to  518°  F.  Residue  reduced  to  "D"  asphalt 
(40  penetration)  by  open  evaporation,  and  asphalt  weighed.  The  yield  of 
asphalt  is  corrected  for  oxidation.     The  original  figures  are : 

Below  212°  F 3.1  per  cent 

212   to   302° 10.4  per  cent  54.0°  Beaum6 

302   to  518° 27.5  per  cent  39.0° 

Residue   above  518° 59.0  per  cent  15.9° 

100.0  per  cent 
Asphalt    11.65  grams  per  100  cc. 

This  is  roughly  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline    ,  61.0°  Beaume  5  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  8  per  cent 

Kerosene   42.0°  18  per  cent 

Stove  oil  and  lubricants 60  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt "D"  9  per  cent  or  32  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100  per  cent 

Silverthread  or  Sisar  Wells. 

This  group  of  wells  takes  the  name  of  Silverthread  from  the  old 
placer  mining  district  of  that  name,  and  Sisar  (pronounced  locally 
"see-saw")  from  the  creek  and  caiion  lying  to  the  west  and  south.  The 
name  Astarte,  applied  properly  only  to  the  earlier  wells  on  the  West- 
lake  Eommel  lease,  is  that  of  a  minor  caiion  crossing  Lot  1  of  section  18. 

This  group  consists  of  wells  of  the  liilltop,  Hillside  Crude,  Pyramid, 
and  Capitol  Crude  Oil  companies,  and  the  Bard  Oil  &  Asphalt  Company, 
lying  on  the  western  end  of  Rancho  Ojai,  and  the  surveyed  land  imme- 
diately north.  The  rancho  here  consists  of  the  narrow  valley  of  Sisar 
Creek,  and  terminates  Avhere  the  latter  enters  Santa  Paula  Creek. 
South  of  Sisar  Creek  are  a  number  of  large  brea  beds,  fed  by  live 
seepages  of  medium  gravity  black  oil,  but  the  small  amount  of  drilling 
done  on  these  seepages  has  so  far  been  unproductive  of  results.  One 
such  seepage  lies  north  of  the  creek,  on  the  little  flat  between  the  creek 
bed  and  the  north  line  of  Rancho  Ojai,  and  on  this  seepage  a  number 
of  the  shallow  wells  of  the  Bard  Oil  &  Asphalt  Company  are  located. 
The  other  wells  of  this  group  lie  in  a  generally  east  and  west  line  north 
of  this  tar  bed,  and  on  the  south  slope  of  the  hills  which  form  the  north 
side  of  Sisar  Canon,  these  hills  being  the  lowest  portion  of  the  main 
Topa  Topa  range.  As  the  hills  are  steep  and  the  producing  formation 
dips  to  the  north  at  a  steep  angle,  the  producing  strip  is  but  a  narrow 
one,  less  than  one  half  mile  at  its  greatest  extension,  and  at  present  is 
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developed  for  a  length  of  some  one  and  one  half  miles,  though  not 
definitely  limited  at  either  end,  as  will  be  shown. 

Old  Wells — Union  Oil  Company  " Sisar"  and  "No.  6"  Leases — Sisar 
Oil  &  Asphalt  Company.  Between  Bear  Canon  and  the  west  line  of  the 
Capitol  Crude  property  a  number  of  wells  appear  to  have  been  drilled, 
the  records  of  which  are  now  very  scattering  and  confiLsed. 

In  the  1887  report  of  the  State  Mineralogist  the  following  note  is 
given  :  "About  a  mile  farther  up  Sisar  Creek  (from  the  Sulphur  Spring) 
is  located  a  group  of  oil  Avells  called  collectively  '  Ojai  No.  6. '  There  are 
here  now  five  or  six  old  wells  pumping  an  aggregate  of  some  eight  or 
nine  barrels  per  day  of  a  very  dark,  greenish-brown  oil"  *  *  * 
"These  wells  are  in  the  midst  of  extensive  asphaltum  deposits  and  tar 
springs.  Their  depth  varies  from  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  to 
something  over  five  hundred  feet.  But  there  is  one  dry  hole  here  about 
one  thousand  two  hundred  feet  deep." 

In  the  1890  report,  along  with  a  number  of  new  wells,  the  following 
are  dascribed:  "Ojai  No.  1  is  located  on  the  Ojai  lease.  It  is  drilled 
to  a  depth  of  600  feet,  and  is  dry.  See-Saw  (Sisar)  No.  1  is  located 
about  500  feet  east  of  Ojai  No.  1.  It  was  drilled  to  a  depth  of  900  feet, 
and  produces  ten  barrels  daily.  See-Saw  No.  2  is  located  about  400 
feet  from  No.  1.  It  has  reached  a  depth  of  400  feet,  and  is  still  being 
drilled."  It  is  quite  apparent  that  fhese  welLs  are  not  the  same  as  the 
ones  above  described. 

In  the  1896  report  two  separate  groups  of  wells  in  the  Ojai  country 
are  described  as  follows  : 

"Bard  (Sisar)  Wells.  There  are  nine  wells,  550  to  800  feet  deep, 
about  6^  miles  northwest  of  Santa  Paula  and  immediately  west  of  the 
wells  belonging  to  the  Capitol  Crude  Oil  Company.  The  drillers  state 
that  nearly  all  these  wells  showed  a  crushed  and  disturbed  formation, 
and  that  in  one  of  them  several  feet  of  asphaltum  was  penetrated. 
Some  idea  of  the  average  life  of  the  wells  in  the  Silverthread  District 
may  be  gathered  from  the  following  table : 

llAIU)  WELI.S,   SILVEBTHBEAD  OIL  DISTBICT. 

Yield  Yield  In 

when  completed.  June,  1895. 

Wells.                                                                          Drilled.                         Depth.          barrels  per  day.  barrels  per  day. 

No.  2   1892  XjOfeet  14  5 

No.  3   1892  350  feet  5  3 

No.  4    1894  450  feet  8  5 

No.  5   1893  420  feet  20  6 

No.  6   1893  420  feet  12  3i 

No.  7    1893  .^-Ofp^'t  8  IJ 

No.  8   1893  7r.()f.M>t  3  1* 

No.  9   1893  inOfoet  5  0 

No.  10 1894  Go8feet  3  IJ 

"Two  varieties  of  oil  are  obtained  from  these  welLs — one  of  high 
siiecific  gravity  from  the  shallowest  welLs.  and  one  of  .somowhat  lower 
specific  gravity  fi'oiii  the  deepest  welLs.  Sisar  Oil  iind  Asphalt  Com- 
jiany.  of  Tlucneme.  owiumv  " 
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"Union  Oil  Company's  (No.  6  lease)  wells.  They  are  in  the  Silver- 
thread  Oil  District,  about  6^  miles  northwest  of  Santa  Paula.  They 
embrace  nine  welLs,  from  60  to  900  feet  deep.  In  June,  1895,  eight  of 
them  were  being  pumped ;  said  to  yield  about  600  barrels  of  oil  a  month. 
Union  Oil  Company,  owner." 

Here  are  nineteen  or  more  wells,  drilled  previoas  to  1895,  of  which 
but  twelve  can  be  located.  The  best  information  obtainable  at  present 
is  that  the  wells  noAv  known  as  Pyramid  were  drilled  by  the  Union 
in  1885  to  1887,  and  the  first  nine  of  these  wells  are  probably  identical 
with  those  described  briefly  in  the  1896  report.  The  Sisar  wells  can  not 
be  located  so  readily.  The  wells  now  being  operated  by  the  Bard 
Oil  &  Asphalt  Company  are  reported  to  have  been  drilled  in  1896  and 
following  years,  but  the  1894  report  also  mentions  nine  wells  under  the 
name  "Sisi  Oil  Company,"  and  the  depths  given  for  the  Bard  Oil  & 
Asphalt  wells  do  not  at  all  agree  with  those  stated  in  the  1896  report  for 
the  Sisar  wells.  It  seems  probable  that  the  two  old  wells  shown  on  the 
map,  to  the  west  of  the  Bard  wells,  are  all  that  remain  of  these  Sisar 
wells,  and  it  is  likely  that  there  were  also  a  number  of  old  wells  north 
of  the  grant  line  and  west  of  the  Westlake  Rommel  welLs,  of  which  the 
single  well  in  "No.  6  Canon"  is  the  only  remainder.  A  number  of  other 
wells  appear  also  to  have  been  drilled  at  various  points  over  the  brea 
beds  along  the  east  end  of  the  ranch,  but  the  noti;,'es  are  too  vague  to 
allow  of  their  location. 

Pyramid  Oil  Company.  This  company  covers  Lots  1  and  2  in  sec- 
tion 18,  and  Lot  4  in  section  17,  or  approximately  100  acres  in  all.  The 
first  developments  were  by  the  Union  Oil  Company  of  California,  who 
drilled  the  first  eight  wells,  in  the  years  1885  to  1898.  In  this  latter 
year  it  was  leased  to  the  Westlake-Rommel  Oil  Company  of  Los  Angeles, 
who  drilled  numbers  9  to  12.  inclusive,  and  operated  the  property  until 
1909.  In  the  latter  part  of  this  year,  the  lease  passed  to  the  Pyramid 
Oil  Company  of  San  Francisco,  who  drilled  three  wells,  and  who  noAv 
operate  the  property. 

The  data  as  to  the  older  wells  is  scanty,  and  even  as  to  the  newer  ones 
is  less  definite  than  might  be  desired.  It  gives,  however,  some  slight 
information  as  to  the  producing  value  and  structure  of  this  north- 
dipping  formation. 

Well  No.  1  was  drilled  by  the  Union  Oil  Company,  in  1885.  to  a 
depth  of  960  feet,  and  was  a  producer.  It  is  now  on  the  jack,  like  all 
the  later  wells,  up  to  and  including  No.  12,  and  is  making  about  five 
barrels  per  day  of  medium  gravity  black  oil. 

Nothing  is  known  as  to  No.  2,  Avhich  was  abandoned. 

No.  3  was  drilled  in  the  same  year  to  860  feet,  and  is  making  about 
five  barrels  of  oil  of  26°  gravity. 
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Xo.  4  is  an  abandoned  hole,  no  information  obtainable. 

No.  5  and  No.  6  were  drilled  in  1886,  to  depths  of  456  and  450  feet, 
respectively.  No.  5  is  producing  some  six  barrels  of  22^  oil,  and  No.  6 
about  three  barrels  of  19°  oil. 

No.  7  was  drilled  in  1887  to  960  feet,  and  is  making  about  four 
barrels  of  26°  oil. 

No.  8  was  the  last  well  of  the  Union  Oil  Company,  and  was  drilled 
in  the  year  1888,  to  a  depth  of  840  feet.  Amount  and  gravity  of  pro- 
duction are  the  same  as  for  preceeding  well. 

Nos.  9,  10,  and  11  were  drilled  by  the  Westlake-Rommel  Oil  Com- 
pany in  the  same  year.  Nos.  9  and  10  were  carried  to  approximately 
975  feet;  No.  11  is  1010  feet  deep.  They  are  producing  four,  four 
and  five  barrels,  respectively,  of  oil  running  close  to  23°  gravity. 

No.  12  was  drilled  by  the  same  company,  date  not  known.  This  well 
was  carried  to  1007  feet,  but,  finding  no  production  below  the  top  sand, 
was  pulled  back  to  760  feet  and  plugged.  It  was  last  reported  to  be 
making  some  twelve  barrels  of  27°  oil. 

No.  13  was  drilled  in  1910,  and  at  a  depth  of  1685  feet  had  penetrated 
at  least  a  second  sand.  This  well  started  off  at  some  forty  barrels  per 
day  of  oil  running  close  to  24°  Beaume,  but  rapidly  fell  oft"  to  about  the 
same  production  as  the  older  wells. 

No.  14,  otherwise  known  as  Pyramid  No.  1,  was  finished  in  the  latter 
part  of  1910  at  a  depth  of  1765  feet,  and  started  oft"  at  a  rather  heavy 
production,  reported  to  be  about  100  barrels  a  day.  Like  the  foregoing, 
it  rapidly  dwindled,  and  during  the  current  year  was  deepened  to 
apjiroximately  2800  feet,  and  is  known  to  have  passed  through  a  number 
of  shallow  productive  strata,  but  details  are  not  obtainable.  It  appears 
doubtful,  however,  whether  the  results  had  at  this  depth  warrant  fur- 
ther exploitation  of  the  lower  lying  sands. 

No.  15,  or  Pyramid  No.  2,  was  drilled  in  the  current  year,  and  it 
should  be  noted,  in  connection  with  the  remarks  anent  No.  14.  that  this 
well  was  put  on  the  pump  at  some  1700  feet,  more  or  less. 

n  Hit  op  Oil  Company.  This  company  has  a  producer  near  the  south- 
east corner  of  the  southeast  forty  of  section  7.  This  well  was  drilled 
in  1910  and  is  2145  feet  deep. 

Hillside  Crude  Oil  Company  of  Santa  Paula  has  a  well  about  one 
fourth  mile  east  of  the  foregoing.  This  hole  was  drilled  by  the  North- 
ern Oil  Company  in  1902;  was  carried  to  1460  feet,  but  gets  its  produc- 
tion at  930  feet.  As  this  depth  is  quite  insufficient  to  reach  the  sands 
found  lower  down  the  hill,  we  are  forced  to  suppose  that  this  well 
draws  its  supply  from  a  higlier  sand,  which  does  not  ajijiarently  out- 
crop. There  are  no  evidences  of  a  second  fault  between  this  well  and 
these  to  the  south,  and  a  further  argument  against  this  theory  is  the 
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steady  production  of  this  well,  which  started  off  at  fifteen  barrels  per 
day,  and  is  still  making  six  barrels,  after  almost  nine  years'  production. 
If  this  view  be  the  true  one,  prospecting  even  farther  to  the  north  would 
be  warranted,  but  to  determine  this  point  would  require  more  data  than 
is  now  available. 

Capital  Crude  Oil  Company.  This  company  has  twenty-two  wells 
on  the  north  half  of  section  17  and  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  16, 
but  very  little  information  is  to  be  had  as  to  the  depth  and  productive- 
ness of  these  holes.  Of  the  twenty-two,  six  are  abandoned  and  pulled, 
the  balance  are  producers.  Of  the  abandoned  holes  but  two  depths  are 
known,  of  No.  5  and  No.  13,  each  said  to  be  about  600  feet.  The  others 
abandoned  are  Nos.  4,  6,  10,  and  11.  Of  the  producers,  Nos.  1  and  2 
are  said  to  be  about  750  feet  deep.  Nos.  7  and  8  about  the  same.  No.  12 
is  reported  at  550  feet,  and  No.  15  at  530  feet.  No.  20,  drilled  in  1902, 
is  about  1000  feet  deep.  No.  21,  drilled  in  1909,  is  reported  at  1400 
feet,  and  No.  22,  finished  in  1910,  at  2000  feet.  The  results  on  the  last 
hole  of  this  company,  the  farthest  to  the  northeast  in  section  17,  would 
indicate  that  the  limits  of  production  in  this  direction  had  not  been 
reached,  this  well  being  reported  as  a  very  good  producer  of  light  oil. 
The  production  of  this  lease  is  given  as  1500  barrels  per  month,  of  an 
average  gravity  of  22°  Beaume. 

Bard  Oil  &  Asphalt  Company.  This  company  have  twenty-two  wells 
on  what  is  known  as  the  Tower  tract,  a  portion  of  the  Rancho  Ojai  lying 
south  of  the  Westlake-Rommel  and  Capital  Crude  wells.  These  wells 
are  north  of  the  creek,  and  range  north  and  west  from  the  brea  bed  just 
mentioned. 

Well  No.  1,  drilled  in  1896,  is  an  abandoned  well  at  600  feet. 

Well  No.  2,  drilled  in  the  same  year,  produces  four  barrels  per  day 
at  780  feet. 

Wells  Nos,  3,  4,  and  5  were  drilled  in  1897.  No.  3  produces  three 
barrels  at  660  feet ;  No.  4  makes  five  barrels  from  a  depth  of  580  feet, 
and  No.  5  three  bai-rels  at  800  feet. 

Nos.  6  and  7  are  abandoned  holes,  depths  about  600  feet  and  500  feet, 
respectively. 

Well  No.  8  is  an  abandoned  hole.  No.  9  is  also  abandoned,  depth  450 
feet.    The  depth  of  No.  10  is  not  known.  . 

Well  No.  11  is  said  to  be  'good  for  four  barrels  at  780  feet.  JSTo.  11', 
drilled  in  1899,  is  also  a  producer  at  680  feet. 

Well  No.  13  is  820  feet  deep,  a  producer. 

Well  No.  14  is  a  producer-at  720  feet. 

Well  No.  15  is  abandoned,  depth  not  known.  / 

;  Well  N9.  16  is  800  feet  deep  and  a  producer.  ' 

WbII  No.  17  is  a  producer  at  960  feet. 
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Well  No.  18  is  a  producer  at  600  feet. 

Well  No.  19,  producing  at  810  feet,  was  drilled  in  1903. 

Well  No.  20,  a  producer,  is  610  feet  deep. 

The  two  wells  farthest  to  the  west  are  said  to  have  been  put  down 
by  the  Sisar  Oil  &  A.sphalt  Company,  though  possibly  they  were,  like 
the  westernmost  well  on  the  Westlake-Roramel,  drilled  by  the  Philadel- 
phia-California Petroleum  Company.  At  any  rate,  they  are  very  old,  of 
no  great  depth,  and  still  produce  a  little  oil,  somewhat  heavier  than  the 
average  for  this  group. 

The  wells  farthest  to  the  southeast,  and  immediately  in  the  tar  bed. 
have  not  been  successful,  as  will  be  noted  from  the  map.  Strangely 
enough,  the  small  amounts  of  oil  obtained  in  these  wells  has  been  of 
about  the  same  gravity  as  that  had  from  the  deeper  wells  to  the  north. 
This  is  a  very  unusual  condition,  and  rather  hard  to  understand,  as  it 
is  the  almost  invariable  rule  that  oil  produced  from  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  a  zone  of  crushing  and  faulting,  such  as  will  produce  a 
seepage,  is  materially  heavier  than  that  found  in  the  unbroken  forma- 
tion at  even  a  slight  distance. 

It  will  be  apparent  from  the  foregoing  that  this  territory  is  sharply 
limited  to  the  south  by  the  proximity  of  a  deep  fault  paralleling  Sisar 
Creek.  South  of  this  fault  the  later  formations  characteristic  of  Sul- 
phur Mountain  appear,  and  while  there  is  no  reason  to  deny  that  these 
later  formations  also  may  be  productive,  there  is  yet  no  direct  evidence 
that  they  will  be. 

On  the  west  the  extremely  small  productiveness  of  the  two  old  wells 
on  the  Ojai,  and  of  the  westernmost  well  of  the  Pyramid,  would  indi- 
cate a  gradual  diminution  either  in  thickness  or  saturation  of  the  sands 
in  this  direction,  and,  considering  the  output  per  well  of  the  western 
wells  of  the  main  group,  it  is  doubtful  whether  developments  between 
these  and  the  first  mentioned  would  be  profitable. 

As  to  the  north,  if  indeed  the  Hillside  well  found  a  higher  lying  and 
parallel  sand,  as  has  been  suggested,  there  are  possibilities  that  a  con- 
siderable extension  may  be  made  to  the  north.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
this  well  found  a  "stray,"  and  the  producing  formation  must  be  found 
at  the  depth  "calculated  from  the  dip  along  the  north  line  of  tlie  grant, 
then  it  is  highly  probable  that  no  further  development  down  the  dip 
will  be  profitable.  At  the  best,  this  formation  is  none  too  re2:ular,  and. 
con.sidering  the  steep  pitch  of  the  surface,  the  high  angle  of  the  sands 
and  the  presence  of  considerable  water  in  the  deeper  wells,  drilling  is 
neither  easy  nor  cheap,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  wells  of,  say,  ten 
barrels  output  at  a  depth  of  1800  to  2000  feet  can  ever  be  very  profit- 
able. As  to  the  east,  there  seem  to  be  some  probabilities  of  an  extension 
in  a  northeasterly  direction. 
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Quality  of  the  Silverthread  Oils. 

The  oils  of  the  Silverthread  group  range  in  gravity  from  about  19° 
to  almost  28'^  Beaurae,  but  the  only  sample  available  of  the  lowest  gravity 
was  accidentally  destroyed.  The  analyses  given  below,  however,  cover 
a  range  from  21.6°  to  27.3°  Beaume,  and  very  fairly  represent  the  bulk 
of  the  output  of  this  group,  the  production  of  oil  of  the  lowest  gravity 
being  very  small. 

All  these  oils  are  similar  in  appearance,  being  very  limpid,  of  a 
brownish  black  color  with  a  greenish  tinge,  very  similar  to  that  of  the 
upper  oils  from  the  East  Side,  Coalinga.  They  all  have  the  same  odor, 
rather  pungent  and  gassy,  and  very  distinct  from  the  flat  odor  of  the 
green  oils  of  the  Ex-Mission. 

The  analyses  given  below,  while  they  go  no  farther  than  the  commer- 
cial fractions,  betra}^  considerable  similarity  in  structure,  and  it  is 
highly  probable  that  these  oils  come  from  an  identical  source,  and  differ 
only  in  the  relative  percentage  of  light  and  heavy  elements,  this  differ- 
ence being  ascribable  to  comparatively  slight  differences  in  the  forma- 
tions from  which  they  are  produced  or  through  which  they  have  traveled. 

These  oils  are  all  of  good  refining  quality,  giving  fair  to  high  yields 
of  light  products,  distilling  freely,  and  giving  usable  heavy  stocks, 
though  these  are  not  of  the  highest  grade.  The  percentage  of  asphalt 
throughout  is  normal  for  the  gravity. 

It  is  a  rather  peculiar  circumstance  that  no  paraffin  whatever  appears 
in  the  lubricating  stock  from  any  of  the  oils  of  this  group.  This  dis- 
tinguishes them  clearl}-  from  the  oils  of  Bardsdale,  which  otherwise  they 
resemble  considerably. 

5475.* 

Capitol    Crude    Oil    Company.      Well    No.    21. 

Gravity 21.6°  Beaume 

Tliis  i.s  a  limpid  oil  of  brownish  black  color,  with  a  gassy  and  penetrating  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
stream  of  inert  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  dryness. 

First  cut 9.8  per  cent  51.5°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 13.7  per  cent  40.2° 

Third  cut 8.G  per  cent  30.2° 

Fourth  cut G2.8  per  cent  19.5° 

Fixed  carbon   5.1  grams  per  100  c.c.  oil 

100.0  per  cent 
♦Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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The  carbon  is  calculated  to  the  corresponding  weight  of  "  D  "  asphalt 

by  the  usual  factor,  and  the  last  cut  reduced  in  a  stream  of  gas.    The 

above  figures  are  roughly  equal  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasolioe 61.0"*  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  10.0  per  cent 

Kerosene   42.0°  11.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil  33.0°  11.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 28.5°  22.1  percent^    Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 13.1°  33.1  per  cent  (    19.5°— 55.2% 

•V.sphalt   "D"  12.8  per  cent  or  45  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  refine  well,  giving  finished  oils  of 
water-white  color  and  mild,  sweet  odor.  The  lubricating  stock  holds  up 
well  in  the  crude  distillation,  and  on  steaming  down  gives  a  reduced 
stock  of  medium  viscosity  and  good  color,  which  treats  out  with  the 
standard  dose  of  acid  (30  pounds  per  barrel)  to  a  dark  red  engine  oil. 
with  a  fair  green  outertone,  of  medium  viscosity  and  18.1°  gravity. 

This  is  a  normal  oil  for  its  gravity,  giving  good  products  at  both 
ends,  with  a  yield  of  asphalt  rather  below  the  average,  and  only  a  small 
proportion  of  middlings. 

4428.* 

Capitol   Crude  Oil   Company.      Weil   No.   17. 

Gravity 22.7°  Beaum^ 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid  oil,  of  brownish  black  color,  and  gassy  odor. 
Difif  illation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c.  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.    Distillation  to  dryness. 

First  cut 11.3  per  cent  50.9°  Beaum4 

Second  cut 12.9  per  cent  43.3° 

Third  cut 9.G  per  cent  34.2° 

Fourth  cut GO.l  per  cent  21.0° 

Fixed  carbon   6.1  grams  per  100  c.c.  oil 

100.0  per  cent 

Carbon  calculated  to  asphalt  by  the  usual  factor,  and  lubricating 
stock  reduced  in  a  current  of  gas.  This  gives  the  following  commercial 
analysis : 

Gasoline 61.0°  Beaum4  None 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  10.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42.0°  15.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil   33.0°  9.0  per  cent 

Fu«'l  di-stillate 32.8°  1.'>.2  percent  /    Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 16.0°  35.5  per  cent  \    21.6°— 50.7% 

.Vsphalt   "D"  15.3  per  cent  or  53  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 
•Analysis  \ty  J.  r.  P. 

7—63 
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The  light  products  from  this  oil  were  not  tested,  but  appeared  to  be 
of  the  usual  quality.  The  lubricating  stock  was  of  good  quality,  and 
distilled  freely.    This  is  a  normal  oil  for  the  gravity. 

4430.* 

Bard   Oil    and    Asphalt   Company.      Well    No.    12. 
Gravity   24.0°   Beaum6 

This  is  a  limpid  oil,  of  a  browuish  black  color,  and  penetrating,  gassy  odor. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dryness. 

First  cut .5.4  per  cent  60.7  Beaumg 

Second  cut .5.4  per  cent  53.4° 

Third  cut 15.0  per  cent  41.8° 

Fourth  cut 8.6  per  cent  32.8° 

Fifth  cut 59.8  per  cent  21.8° 

Fixed  carbon   5.8  grams  per  100  c.c.  oil 

100.0  per  cent 

Carbon  calculated  to  asphalt  by  the  usual  factor,  and  last  cut  reduced 

in  a  current  of  gas,  giving  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61.0°  Beaum6  5.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  7.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42.0°  15.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33.0°  8.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 30.7°  16.8  per  cent   i    Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 14.8°  38.7  per  cent   j   21.8°— 50.5% 

Asphalt "D"  14.5  per  cent  or  51  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  were  not  tested,  but  were  of  normal 
appearance.  The  lubricating  stock  distilled  freelj^  and  treated  well. 
This  is  a  normal  oil  for  the  gravity. 

4432.t 
Pyramid  Oil   Company.      Westlake-Rommet   No.  4. 

Gravity 25.3°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  limpid  oil  of  a  brownish  black  color  and  gassy  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dryness. 

First  cut 10.3  per  cent  60.9°  Beaumg 

Second  cut 5.8  per  cent  51.9° 

Third   cut   13.7  per  cent  41.7° 

Fourth  cut 8.2  per  cent  32.2° 

Fifth  cut 55.0  per  cent  21.3° 

Fixed  carbon 7.0  grams  per  100  c.c.  oil 


100.0  per  cent 


♦Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. . 
tAnalj'sis  by  P.  W.  P. 


EX-MISSION,    SILVERTHREAD    AND    EMPIRE    WELLS.  83 

Carbon  calculated  to  asphalt  by  the  usual  factor.     Lubricating  stock 

reduced  in  a  current  of  gas.     This  gives  the   following  coramercial 

analysis: 

Gasoline 61.0°  Beau  me  10.3  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  .^.8  per  cent 

Kerosene   42.0°  1.3.7  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33.0"  "     S.2  per  cent 

Fuel  aistlUate 32.9°  13.3  per  cent   ^    Slop  distil la^te 

Keduced  stock 16.0°  31.2  per  cent   \    31.3° — 44.5% 

A.sphalt 'D"  17.5  per  cent  or  61.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  lighter  oils  from  this  crude  do  not  come  up  to  color  in  treatment 
as  readily  as  usual,  but  are  sweet.  Tlie  heavy  distillate  runs  readily 
and  without  much  cracking,  and  the  percentage  of  middlings  i>s  very 
low.  The  reduced  stock  is  of  good  color  and  fair  viscosity,  and  treats 
out  with  the  usual  dose  of  acid  to  a  bright  red  engine  oil,  of  fine  green' 
outertone,  medium  viscosity,  and  18.9°  gravity.  -.  ■ 

This  is  an  unusually  good  oil  for  the  gravity,  giving  high  yields  at  the 
ends  and  low  yields  of  middle  oils.  It  ^vill  be  noted  that  the  asphalt' is 
higher  than  the  average  for  this  gravity  and  location. 

4-^29.* 

Pyramid  Oil  Company.      Pyramid  No.  2. 

Gravity --1 2.5. .5°   Tifjumi*' 

This  is  a  limpid  oil  of  a  brownish  black  color  and  gassy  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled   from  copper,  first  four  cnt.s  dry.  last  cut.in.tV 
.stream  of  inert  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut, 8.8  per  cent  61.5°  Beaum^ 

Second  cut S.8  per  cent  51.9° 

Third  cut 12.9  per  cent  42.0° 

Fourth  cut 8.1  percent  3.3.3° 

Fifth  cut 57.0  per  cent  22.1° 

Fi.\('d  carbon 4.4  grams  per  100  c.c.  oil 

100.0  per  cent 

'■■.''• 

Carbon   calculated   to   a.sphalt  by   the    usual    factor.      Heavy  .stock 

reduced  in  a  current  of  gas,  giving  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61.0°  Bean iiir  !>.5percent 

Engine  distillate , 52.0°  9.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42.0°  13.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33.0°  8.5  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 30.7°  16.4  per  cent  /    Slop  disiillat.' 

Lubricating  stock 14.8°  .32.1  per  cent  \    22.1°^-48.5';c,, - 

Asphalt   "D"  11.0  per  cent  or  39  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

•Analysis  by  J.   P.   P. 
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The  lighter  products  from  this  crude  refine  very  readily,  giving  water- 
white  and  sweet  products.  The  lubricating  stock  is  only  fairly  stable, 
and  is  rather  bluish  and  dark  in  color,  as  is  also  the  reduced  stock.  The 
viscosity  of  the  latter,  however,  is  good,  and  it  treats  out  with  the  test 
acid  to  a  16.4°  red  engine  oil  of  a  good  viscosity,  and  a  very  handsome 
cherrj^  red  color  with  strong  green  overtone. 

This  crude  shows  only  a  fair  analysis  for  an  oil  of  this  gravity,  but  is 
readily  handled. 

5476.* 

Capitol   Crude  Oil   Company.      Well   No.  8. 

Gravity 26.2°   Beaum4 

This  is  a  limpid  oil  of  brownish  black  color,  and  gassy,  penetrating  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a  cur- 
rent of  inert  gas.     Distillation  to  dryness. 

First  cut 10.2  per  cent  59.3°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 13.5  per  cent  49.0° 

Third  cut 13.1  per  cent  35.8° 

Fourth  cut 52.9  percent  18.7° 

Fixed  carbon 9.9  grams  per  100  c.c.  oil 

99.f!  per  cent 

Carbon  calculated  to  asphalt  by  the  usual  factor.  Last  cut  reduced 
in  a  current  of  gas.  These  figures  are  very  roughly  equal  to  the  fol- 
lowing commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline 01.0°  Beaume  7.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  13.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42.0°  9.0  per  cent 

Stx)ve  oil 33.0°  8.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.0°  14.0  per  cent  /    Slop  distillate 

Lubricating  stock 13.3°  24.0  per  cent  i    18.7° — 38.0% 

Asphalt   "D"  24.8  per  cent  or  87  lbs.  per  bbl. 

99.S  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  treat  very  readily  to  water-white, 
sweet  oils.  The  percentage  of  middlings  is  very  low,  and  of  asphalt 
very  high  for  an  oil  of  this  gravity. 

The  lubricating  distillate  cracks  somewhat,  but  comes  over  with  a 
good  color  and  medium  viscosity.  The  reduced  stock  is  of  a  dull  color, 
low  gravity,  and  high  viscosity.  The  engine  oil  from  this  stock  is  a 
rather  dark  red  color,  with  a  fine  green  outertone,  has  a  high  viscosity 
with  a  low  cold  test,  and  shows  the  gravity  16.4°  Beaume. 

The  light  end  of  this  oil  is  rather  smaller  than  is  usual  with  oils  of 
this  gravity,  and  the  heavy  end  of  the  crude  is  the  best.  On  the  whole, 
it  is  a  very  fair  refining  oil. 

•Analysis  by  P.  W.  P. 
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7415.* 

Capitol    Crude    Oil    Company.      Well    No.   20. 

Gravity 27.3°   Beaum^^ 

Viscosity  at  60°  F 2.23  Redwood  (water,  1) 

Viscosity  at  180°  F 1.24  Redwood  (water,  1) 

Flash  point Below  60°  F.,  Abel-Pensky  test 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  glass  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  212°  F 9.0  per  cent  63.9°  Beaum6 

212  to  302° 16.5  per  cent  51.3° 

302  to  392° 11.8  per  cent  0.8° 

392  to  482° 7.7  per  cent  32.6° 

482  to  572° 9.1  per  cent  27.3° 

572°  to  grade 31.8  per  cent  26.9° 

Asphalt 13.0  per  cent  Grade  "D"   (about) 

Loss    , 0.1  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

This  is  roughly  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline   61°  Beaum6  11  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  13  per  cent 

Kerosene    42°  13  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  8  per  cent 

P\iel  distillate  and  lubricants 27°  42  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asi>haU: 13  per/;ent 

100  per  cent 
O'Hara  or  Paula  Wells. 

Lewis  cO  Jones  Oil  Company — Golden  West  Oil  Company — Paula  OH 
Company.  The  small  and  isolated  group  of  wells  on  the  northwest 
(juartor  section  22,  4-21  consists  of  four  producers  and  one  abandoned 
hole  drilled  many  years  ago,  and  one  producer  and  one  abandoned  hole 
of  late  date.  In  1892  and  1893  two  deep  and  three  shallower  holes  were 
drilled  by  Lewis  &  Jones,  or  the  Jones  Oil  Company  of  Las  Angeles. 
Later  the  lease  passed  to  the  Golden  West  Oil  Company,  who  apparently 
did  no  drilling.  Still  later,  and  for  a  number  of  years,  the  property  was 
operated  by  Mr.  Ed  O'llara  of  Santa  Paula,  and  in  1910  passed  to  the 
I'aula  Oil  Company,  who  drilled  a  crooked  hole  and  a  deep  producer. 

Well  No.  1  of  the  Lewis  &  Jones  Company  was  drilled  in  the  latter 
part  of  3892,  and  is  said  to  have  yielded  originally  900  barrels  per  month, 
but  in  June,  1895,  was  credited  with  300  barrels  per  month.  At  present 
this  well  is  pumped  about  four  hours  per  day,  and  yields  but  a  very 
small  quantity  of  oil.  This  well  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  1170  feet,  and 
found  oil  at  575  feet,  705  feet,  805  feet,  965  feet,  1100  feet,  and  1155 
feet.  A  full  log  of  this  well  is  given  on  page  37  of  Bulletin  11,  Cali- 
fornia State  Mining  Bureau. 

•Analysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
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Well  No.  2  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  1125  feet,  and  stopped  in  running 
sand.  This  well  found  oil  at  190  feet,  and  854  feet,  but  drew  its  prin- 
•  cipal  supply  from  the  upper  sand.  Though  this  well  was  but  700  feet 
southwesterly  from  No.  1,  there  is  a  notable  lack  of  correspondence  in  the 
logs.  In  June,  1895,  it  was  said  to  be  yielding  about  one  barrel  per  day 
of  rather  heavy  oil,  from  the  sand  found  between  190  feet  and  215  feet. 
This  well  is  still  being  pumped. 

The  depths  of  Nos.  3,  4,  and  5  can  not  be  learned,  but  the  shallowest 
of  the  three  is  said  to  be  430  feet  deep.  Nos.  3  and  4  are  still  on  the 
jack,  but  were  not  being  pumped  when  last  visited.  No.  5  had  already 
been  abandoned  in  1903. 

Well  No.  5B  was  drilled  by  the  Paula  Oil  Company  in  1910.  This 
well  is  located  south  of  the  ridge  road,  on  the  flat  just  north  of  the 
creek  bed.  This  is  reported  as  a  crooked  hole  at  600  feet,  and  is 
abandoned. 

Well  No.  6  was  started  in  the  same  year.  It  was  carried  to  a  depth 
of  2200  feet,  but  gets  all  its  oil  from  a  depth  approximating  800  feet, 
the  hole  being  entirely  barren  below.    This  well  is  being  pumped. 

In  1895  the  production  of  this  lease,  wdth  five  wells,  is  given  at  3000 
barrels  per  month.  In  1900  the  production  is  said  to  have  been  400 
barrels  per  month.  At  ]preseut  the  production  is  not  exactly  known,  but 
i.<  apparently  about  what  it  was  in  1900.  The  gravity  of  the  oil  is  about 
19°  Beaunie — a  full  analysis  is  given  in  a  later  chapter. 

The  formation  on  the  surface  at  the  location  of  these  wells  dips 
sharply  to  the  north,  and  the  records  of  drilling  seem  to  bear  out  the 
conclusion  that  the  wells  were  drilled  verj^  nearly  on  the  outcrop  of  the 
saiids,'  The  well  of  the  Pure  Oil  Company,  immediately  to  the  north, 
weiit  1900  feet  to  get  the  same  sand,  and  found  it  more  productive  and 
carrying  a  much  lighter  oil.  The  results  from  Well  No.  6  seem  to  bar 
any  likelihood  of  finding  an  underlying  sand,  and  it  is  apparent  that 
a'ny'further  prospecting  must  be  done  to  the  east  and  west,  along  the 

s^ttk^,  Or  to  the  north,  down  the  dip  of  the  formation. 

•)m:!  ''.   ;.;  \ 
Scattering  Wells. 

Immediately  west  of  the  location  of  the  Paula  wells,  the  Union  Oil 

Cpn,ipany  in  1886  drilled  two  holes  on  the  Herman  Ahnlauf  tract  in 

section  21.    The  first  was  a  spoiled  hole  at  300  feet,  the  second  reached 

warm  flowing  water  at  1700  feet.     This  water  carried  small  quantities 

of  very  heavy  oil,  so  heavy  as  to  sink  to  the  bottom  of  the  tank  into 

which  water  was  allowed  to  flow.     This  well  is  still  making  water  and 

some  gas,  and  is  carrying  a  little  oil.  perhaps  one  barrel  a  day,  which 

seems  to  be  somewhat  lighter  than  the  oil  originally  produced. 
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Fleischer  Oil  Company.  Near  the  center  of  section  9,  and  in  a  branch 
of  Santa  Paula  Canon,  the  Fleischer  Oil  Company  were  drilling  in 
1910.  No  reports  as  to  the  results  from  this  well  have  been  received. 
This  test  is  interesting,  being  far  to  the  north  of  any  other  development 
in  this  township. 

Ventura  Oil  Company.  The  most  northerly  well  in  this  township  is 
a  hole  on  the  old  Vulture  claim,  in  the  extreme  southeast  corner  of  sec- 
tion 4.  This  well  is  said  to  have  been  drilled  in  1895  with  a  spring 
pole,  to  a  depth  of  80  feet,  and  to  now  have  60  feet  of  oil  standing  in 
the  casing. 

Another  hole  credited  to  this  companj^  or  one  of  similar  name,  is 
located  at  the  junction  of  a  northerly  trending  caiion  with  Santa  Paula 
Creek,  just  north  of  the  south  line  of  section  9.  No  information  as  to 
this  hole  can  be  had. 

Chicago  Petroleum  Company.  In  the  southeast  corner  of  the  same 
section,  and  on  the  hillside  southeast  of  Santa  Paula  Caiion,  the  Chicago 
Petroleum  Company  drilled  a  952-foot  dry  hole  in  1902. 

Fcrndale  Oil  and  Petroleum  Company.  This  company  drilled  a 
shallow  hole  in  the  year  1902,  on  the  Dietz  property  (Ferndale  Ranch), 
near  the  center  of  section  16.  The  depth  of  this  hole  is  uncertain,  but 
is  reported  at  590  feet — no  results. 

Woods  well.  The  well  at  the  extreme  southeast  corner  of  the  Rancho 
Ojai,  on  the  east  bank  of  Santa  Paula  Creek,  is  known  locally  as  the 
Woods  well,  and  is  stated  to  have  been  drilled  in  1904,  to  a  depth  of 
1400  feet.  This  well  is  said  to  have  been  abandoned  as  non-productive, 
though  it  is  now  flowing  a  little  heavy  oil.  It  may  possibly  have  been 
drilled  by  the  Hartford  Oil  Company. 

Near  the  southeast  corner  of  section  16,  F.  H.  Allen  drilled  two  wells 
at  about  the  same  time.  Nothing  can  be  learned  as  to  the  results  from 
these  wells,  which  have  been  abandoned — they  appear  to  have  been  dry. 

Paxton  Gold  Bond  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  on  the  north- 
west quarter  of  section  15,  in  1902.  The  hole  was  carried  to  1100  feet, 
without  any  traces  of  oil. 

Chicago  Ferndale  Oil  Company.  In  the  same  year,  this  company 
drilled  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  same  canon,  near  the  center  of  the 
west  line  of  section  15.     This  hole  was  drj^  at  1700  feet. 

Acquila  Oil  and  Mineral  Company.  This  company  drilled  to  a  depth 
of  300  feet,  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 15.     This  rig  was  lost  by  fire,  and  never  replaced. 

Hartford  Oil  Company.  Close  to  the  Acquila  location,  the  Hartford 
Oil  Company  drilled  in  1901.  al)andoning  at  1250  feet  because  of  crooked 
hole.    No  oil  found. 


OO  PETROLEUM    IX    SOUTHERN   CALIFORNIA. 

Pure  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  in  1901,  on  the  south  line 
of  section  15,  and  just  north  of  the  Paula  wells.  The  depth  of  the 
hole  is  reported  as  1906  feet,  and  the  initial  production  as  thirty  bar- 
rels of  oil,  approximating  30°  gravity.  This  well  was  on  the  pump  in 
1903,  but  the  rig  was  destroyed  some  time  since  and  has  not  been 
replaced. 

Mupu  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  in  1910,  at  the  foot  of 
the  hills  east  of  Santa  Paula  Creek,  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 27.  It  is  reported  that  this  hole  reached  a  depth  of  1400  feet,  and 
obtained  traces  of  oil.  Well  was  rigged,  but  not  operating  when  last 
visited. 

California  Crude  Oil  Company.  This  company  has  a  hole  reported 
to  be  580  feet  deep,  drilled  at  about  the  same  time,  just  southwest  of  the 
above. 

Cooper  Oil  Company.  A  well  was  drilled  in  1909  on  the  lands  of 
Florence  Cooper,  or  the  Cooper  Oil  Company,  on  the  southeast  forty 
of  section  34.  Well  said  to  have  been  drilled  by  Cheseborough  &  Gold- 
ner,  depth  950  feet — no  results. 

Davis  &  Remington.  In  the  southwest  quarter  of  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  20  is  a  well  said  to  have  been  drilled  before  1884  by 
Davis  &  Remington.    This  hole  is  reported  to  have  been  dr.y  at  1600  feet. 

Empire  or  Loma  Wells. 

Along  the  line  between  sections  13  and  24,  and  extending  into  the 
southeast  corner  of  section  14,  and  the  southwest  corner  of  section  18, 
4-20,  the  Empire  Oil  Company  of  Los  Angeles  have  five  producing  wells, 
fourteen  abandoned  and  one  drilling.  No  information  as  to  these  wells 
could  be  had,  but  they  are  believed  to  range  from  1000  to  1500  feet  in 
depth.  The  central  group  were  drilled  in  the  eighties  by  the  Loma 
Oil  Company  and  were  steady  small  producers  for  many  years.  Timber 
Caiion  No.  3,  in  section  18,  4-20,  was  drilled  in  1901  to  a  depth  of  1100 
feet,  and  has  since  been  a  producer.  The  West  End  wells  were  drilled 
later.  The  oil  from  this  lease  is  very  light,  much  of  it  running  above  35° 
gravity,  as  shown  hy  analyses  below.  There  is  nothing  to  indicate  that 
the  limits  of  this  producing  strip  have  been  reached  at  either  end  (east 
or  west). 

Santa  Clara  Oil  and  Development  Company.  This  company  is 
drilling  on  the  north  half  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  13,  about 
one  quarter  mile  north  of  the  nearest  Empire  well. 

Santa  Paula  Gravity  Oil  Company.  In  the  northwest  corner  of  sec- 
tion 20,  4—20,  on  a  steep  hillside  east  of  Timber  Canon,  a  well  was  drilled 
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in  1902  by  the  Santa  Paula  Gravity  Oil  Company  of  San  Francisco. 
This  well  was  abandoned  at  800  feet,  without  any  known  results. 

Ventura  Oil  Company.  South  and  a  little  east  of  the  foregoing  is  a 
well  said  to  have  been  drilled  in  1899  by  the  Ventura  Oil  Company,  or 
Ventura  Oil  and  Land  Company.  Reported  to  have  had  traces  of  light 
oil  at  about  900  feet,  and  to  have  been  abandoned  because  of  mechanical 
troubles. 

QUALITY  OF  O'HARA  OR  PAULA  OILS. 

A  full  analysis  of  the  average  oil  now  being  produced  by  this  lease 
will  be  found  in  Chapter  22.  The  following  analyses,  made  in  the  year 
1895,  though  incomplete,  will  be  interesting  as  showing  the  character 
of  the  oil  when  the  wells  were  younger.  The  heavier  grade  of  oil, 
described  in  No.  7490,  is  not  now  being  pumped,  and  was  probably 
drawn  from  one  of  the  shallow  wells  now  abandoned. 

7489.* 

Lewis  &  Jones  Oil  Company   (now  Paula   Oil  Company). 

Gravity 18.4°  Beaum6  (0.9435  sp.  gr.  t 

This  sample  was  collected  and  analyzed  in   the  year  1S95,  when   the  wells   had 
been  producing  about  two  years.     The  number  of  the  well   from  which  sample  was 
taken  is  not  stated. 
Distillation. 

This  sample  was  distilled  dry,  from  a  glass  Mask  or  retort,  but  no  details  as 
to  methods  are  given. 

Below  150°  C Traces 

150  to  200° 5.6  per  cent  49.9°  Beaum<5 

200  to  250° 6.4  per  cent  44.3° 

250  to  300° 14.4  per  cent  34.1° 

300  to  .'i50° 6.0  per  cent  30.3° 

Itesidue 67.0  per  cent  Not  recorded 

100.0  per  cent 

This  is  roughly  cquivnlcnt  to  the  followinsconimi-rcial  analysis: 

Gasoline 61°  Beaunie  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  2.6  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  9.4  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  2(M  percent 

Residue    67.6  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

7490.* 

Lewis  &  Jones  Oil   Company   (now  Paula   Oil   Company). 

Gravity 13.3°  Beaumt";   ((\9769  sp.  gr.) 

This  sample  was  collected  and  analyzed  in  the  year  1S95.  when  the  wells  had  been 
producing  about  two  years.  The  number  of  the  well  from  which  the  sample  was 
taken  is  not  stated. 

'Analysis  by  W.  L.  Watts. 
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Distillation. 

This  sample  was  distilled  dry,  from  a  glass  flask  or  retort,  but  no  details  as 
to  methods  are  given. 

Below  150°  C - Traces 

150    to   200° Traces 

200   to   250° Traces 

250  to  300° 13.0  per  cent  34.1°  Beaume 

300  to  350° 3.0  per  cent  Not  recorded 

Residue 84.0  per  cent  Not  recorded 

100.0  per  cent 

As  the  great  bulk  of  this  oil  lies  in  the  residue,  which  was  not  frac- 
tionated, the  deductions  to  be  drawn  from  these  figures  hardly  go 
farther  than  to  show  that  no  light  products  were  present. 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum§  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  16.0  per  cent 

Residue 84.0  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 
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CHAPTER  V. 

SESPE  AND  HOPPER  CANON  WELLS. 

Township  5-20. 

The  south  line  of  this  township  and  of  that  to  the  west  coincide 
closely  with  a  high  ridge,  north  of  which  lies  the  canon  of  Sespe  Creek. 
This  canon,  the  southern  wall  of  which  is  everywhere  very  steep,  is  an 
alternation  of  narrow  caiions  and  small  valleys,  the  latter  well  w^atered, 
fertile,  and  of  great  beauty.  Near  the  west  line  of  this  township  Sespe 
Creek  enters  a  narrow  gorge,  which  prevents  communication  from  the 
lower  end,  and  renders  the  valleys  farther  up  the  creek  accessible  only 
from  the  west,  from  Matilija,  or  over  the  ridge  east  of  this  point,  from 
Nordhoff.  On  section  22  the  gorge  widens  to  an  irregular  valley,  and 
in  this  valley,  in  section  26,  Sespe  Creek  receives  the  waters  of  Tar 
Creek,  and,  bending  abimptly  to  the  south,  enters  another  gorge,  kno\vn 
locally  as  Big  Sespe  Canon,  and  terminating  south  of  the  township  line 
in  the  flat  but  narrow  valley  debouching  at  the  to\Mi  of  Fillmore.  The 
lower  Sespe  Vallej^  comprising  parts  of  sections  22,  23,  24,  and  26,  is 
thus  accessible  from  the  south,  by  means  of  a  rather  rough  road  through 
the  lower  gorge,  while  Rose  Valley  and  other  valleys  farther  to  the  west 
are,  as  said,  open  to  communication  only  at  the  west  end. 

Sespe  Creek  is  fed  entirely  by  streams  from  the  north,  the  south  side 
of  the  canon  being  a  very  steep  ridge,  draining  almost  entirely  to  the 
south  side,  and  therefore  away  from  the  creek.  The  north  side  of  the 
caiion,  however,  slopes  more  gentlj'^  away  to  the  high  mountains,  and 
consists  of  rough,  wooded  hills,  watered  by  clear  streams,  and  by  many 
hot  and  cold  springs. 

Geology. 

Sespe  Cafion  appears  to  follow  a  main  east  and  west  fault  line,  ter- 
minating, or  rather  cross-faulted,  along  the  east  line  of  sections  2  and 
35.  North  of  the  east  and  we.st  fault,  the  formations  exposed  are  brown 
sandstone  and  sliale  of  the  jNIiddle  Sespe  period,  and  dip  with  some  regu- 
larity to  the  north.  East  of  the  cross  fault,  the  rocks  exposed  are  red 
and  gray  sandstones  of  Lower  Sespe  age,  dipping  mainly  to  the  east. 
South  of  the  main  fault,  the  characteristic  rocks  are  quartzites  and  shale, 
mainly  of  Topa  Topa  age,  and  dip  generally  to  the  south.  IMuch  of  the 
sandstone  brought  to  the  surface  by  these  movements  is  a  hard  brown- 
stone  of  great  durability,  valuable  as  a  building  material,  and  worked 
for  that  purpose  in  Big  Sespe  Caiion.  This  brovNTistone,  by  its  resist- 
ance to  erosion,  has  strongly  characterized  the  surface  of  this  country, 
and  from  this  material  is  carved  the  very  striking  and  beautiful  gorges 
both  above  and  below  section  23. 
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The  presence  of  petroleum  in  Sespe  Caiion  was  betrayed  by  seepages 
of  very  heavy  oil,  naturally  occurring  along  the  fault  lines.  The  wells 
drilled  close  to  these  lines  have,  as  a  rule,  produced  some  oil,  though  in 
some  cases  only  in  small  quantity.  Three  or  four  wells  drilled  further 
back,  and  apparently  on  unbroken  formation,  have  not  been  successful, 
but  the  detail  geology  of  this  country  is  too  little  known  to  warrant  an 
opinion  as  to  the  accessibility  of  the  oil  measures  from  which  these 
seepages  are  fed.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  the  prospects  do  not  lie 
east  of  the  north  and  south  fault. 

Unio7i  Oil  Company  of  California — '' Thirty- Six''  Claim.  This  com- 
pany drilled  the  first  well  in  Big  Sespe,  on  a  flat  lying  east  of  and 
considerably  above  the  creek.  This  well  was  drilled  in  1898,  reached  a 
depth  of  2190  feet,  and,  as  it  obtained  only  a  trace  of  tar,  was  abandoned 
when  completed.  As  this  well  lies  to  the  east  of  the  cross  fault,  and 
apparently  out  of  the  reach  of  any  seepage,  the  occurrence  of  even  a 
small  amount  of  tar  is  of  interest,  if  true,  and  a  prospect  hole  so  located 
would,  at  the  present  time,  undoubtedly  be  carried  to  a  greater  depth. 
It  may  be  pointed  out,  however,  that  such  a  report,  after  the  lapse  of 
thirteen  years,  is  none  too  certain. 

Crawford,  Henley  &  Company.  A  partnership  under  this  name 
drilled  two  holes  on  the  Tar  Hole  claim,  in  the  southeast  quarter  of 
section  35,  in  1899  and  1900.  No.  1  was  on  the  east  bank  of  the  creek, 
and  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  562  feet.  The  oil  from  this  well,  about 
four  barrels  per  day,  was  very  heavy,  about  11°  Beaiime,  and  was  found 
at  120  feet,  the  hole  being  barren  below  this  depth.  No.  2  was  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  creek,  and  obtained  about  two  barrels  of  similar  oil. 
This  well  was  drilled  in  1900,  to  a  depth  of  760  feet.  Neither  of  these 
wells  has  been  operated  continuously  at  any  time. 

Sespe  Crude  Oil  Company.  This  company,  a  Los  Angeles  corpora- 
tion, drilled  in  1901  on  the  Joe  Gilbert  claim,  in  the  northeast  quarter, 
about  one  half  mile  above  the  Crawford-Henley  wells,  and  on  the  east 
side  of  the  creek.  This  well  was  1120  feet  deep,  obtained  traces  of 
heavy  oil  at  320  feet,  but  nothing  below,  and  was  abandoned. 

Sespe  Canon  Oil  Company.  A  well  was  drilled  by  this  company  in 
1902,  just  north  of  the  south  line  of  section  23,  on  land  of  the  Union 
Consolidated  Oil  Company.  This  well  was  drilled  to  1800  feet,  and 
was  reported  at  the  time  to  have  thirty  feet  of  producing  sand,  but  was 
never  pumped,  so  far  as  can  be  learned. 

Big  Sespe  Oil  Company  of  Arizona, — Union  Consolidated  Oil  Com- 
pany. These  wells  are  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  23  and  the 
northeast  quarter  of  section  26,  and  appear  to  be  located  in  more  or  less 
disturbed  ground  at  the  focus  of  the  two  faults. 
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Well  No.  1  was  drilled  iu  1901  by  the  Union  Consolidated  Oil  Com- 
pany and  is  580  feet  deep.  An  initial  production  of  sixty  barrels  per 
day  is  reported,  but  this  is  now  much  diminished,  though  the  well  is 
still  producing. 

Well  No,  2  was  drilled  in  the  same  year,  and  to  about  the  same  depth. 
It  produced  twentj'^  barrels  daily  for  a  time,  but  was  being  deepened 
wlien  last  visited. 

Well  No.  3  was  drilled  in  the  same  year,  to  a  depth  of  700  feet,  had  an 
initial  production  of  about  twenty-five  barrels,  and  is  still  producing. 
All  these  wells  are  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  23,  and  produce 
an  oil  of  about  14°  gravity. 

No.  4  was  drilled  in  the  same  year,  and  was  the  last  well  of  the  Union 
Consolidated  Oil  Company.  It  is  at  the  junction  of  Sespe  and  Tar 
creeks,  and  is  a  producer  of  14°  oil  at  about  1000  feet. 

No.  5,  just  west  of  1  and  4,  and  No.  6.  just  north  of  2,  were  in  process 
of  drilling  in  January,  1911.  This  work  was  being  done  by  the  Big 
Sespe  Oil  Company  of  Arizona  (Los  Angeles),  successors  to  the  Union 
Consolidated  Oil  Company.  This  company  should  not  be  confused  with 
the  Big  Sespe  Oil  Company  (of  California),  w^ho,  until  lately,  operated 
the  Razzle-Dazzle  wells,  on  section  1,  4-20. 

Pine  Mountain  well.  A  well  is  reported  to  have  been  drilled  on  Pine 
^fountain,  on  section  33,  7  north,  21  west,  by  T.  J.  Hook  and  others  of 
Los  Angeles.  This  w^ell  was  drilled  in  1902,  or  thereabouts,  to  a  depth 
exceeding  2000  feet,  but  no  results  were  reported. 

Township  4-20. 

This  township  contains  no  defined  producing  group,  but  rather  the 
overlap  from  two  other  tow^nships. 

Four  wells  in  sections  18  and  20,  belonging  properly  to  the  Empire 
or  Loma  group,  are  described  under  township  4^21. 

The  Kentuck,  Star  Oil,  and  Razzle-Dazzle  Wells  are  included  in  the 
Little  Sespe-Tar  Creek  group,  in  townships  5-19  and  4-19. 

A  few  scattering  prospect  holes  are  noted  below. 

Searchlight  Oil  Company.  On  the  Gird  claim,  northwest  quarter  of 
section  2,  on  the  west  bank  of  Sespe  Creek.  This  well  was  drilled  in 
1IM)1.  and  abandoned  because  of  water  trouble.    No  oil — depth  650  feet. 

Flagstaff  Oil  Compamj  of  Flagstaff,  Arizona.  A  well  on  the  H.  F. 
Mclntyre  place,  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  12,  west  of  Sespe 
Creek,  and  on  the  south  slope  of  the  ridge  dividing  this  valley  from 
Pine  Creek  Canon.  Drilled  in  1901,  depth  1400  feet,  traces  of  oil 
reported,  abandoned. 

Arizofia  Oil  Company.  A  well  on  the  G.  E.  Webb  tract,  near  the  east 
line  of  section  13.    No  data;  abandoned. 
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Crude  Oil  Company.  On  the  M.  Fine  tract,  northeast  quarter  of 
section  24.    A  well  drilled  in  1900,  reported  580  feet ;  no  oil ;  abandoned. 

Townships  5-19  and  4-19. 

The  geology  of  the  strip  of  territory  covered  by  these  two  townships 
is,  in  its  broader  aspects,  plainly  indicated  by  the  topography.  The 
north  and  south  fault,  which  locates  the  lower  gorge  of  Big  Sespe,  con- 
tinues to  the  south  with  but  a  single  swing  to  eastward,  which  brings 
it  near  to  the  east  line  of  4—20.  Where  this  fault  occurs  in  hard  sand- 
stones it  causes  a  narrow  gorge,  but  farther  to  the  south,  from  near  the 
center  of  section  12,  4—20  to  the  town  of  Fillmore,  erosion  of  the  soft 
shales  of  the  lower  hills  has  produced  a  flat,  fan-shaped  valley,  almost 
exactly  coincident  in  bounds  with  the  old  land  grant  known  as  Sespe 
No.  2. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  maps  that  from  the  north  and  south  center 
line  of  5-19  to  Big  Sespe  Caiion,  all  the  creeks  have  a  generally  westerly 
direction,  while  east  of  this  line  they  flow  to  the  east.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  crest  of  the  ridge  almost  exactly  follows  this  center  line,  drop- 
ping toward  the  south  line  of  5-19,  where  it  disappears,  merging  in  the 
general  south  slope  of  the  hills  in  the  northwestern  sections  of  4-19. 

With  some  minor  variations,  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  the  westerly 
half  of  toAvnship  5-19,  the  nine  sections  comprised  in  the  northwest 
quarter  of  4-19,  and  the  six  sections  along  the  east  line  of  5-20, 
exhibit  the  eroded  edges  of  formations  dipping  almost  due  east,  so  that 
in  passing  from  west  to  east  anywhere  within  these  limits  we  pass  over 
the  edge  of  the  strata,  from  lower  to  higher,  while  east  of  these  bounds 
w^  follow  down  the  dip.  The  eastern  limit  of  this  east-dipping  fault 
block  appears  to  coincide  loosely  with  Hopper  Caiion,  where  another 
long  north  and  south  fault  occurs. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  this  general  dip  to  the  east  is  locally 
very  much  disturbed  by  folding  and  crumpling  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion, so  that  the  dips  on  the  surface,  instead  of  being  toward  the  east, 
are  actually  to  the  northeast  and  southeast.  But  it  will  be  found  a 
great  aid  to  an  understanding  of  this  complex  and  difficult  country  to 
bear  in  mind  the  conception  of  a  single  great  block,  extending  from 
Sespe  Canon  to  Hopper  Caiion,  raised  at  its  west  side,  with  its  maximum 
elevation  along  the  north  and  south  center  line  of  range  19.  and  with  its 
strata  all  dipping  primarily  to  the  eastward,  but  locallj'-  contorted  by 
folds  and  minor  faults  with  east  and  west  axes.  While  the  location  of 
petroleum  deposits  at  particular  points  has  undoubtedly  been  governed 
mainly  by  the  location  and  shape  of  these  minor  folds,  yet  the  elevation 
to  an  accessible  distance  of  the  oil  measures  has  been  due  to  the  tipping 
up  of  this  block  at  its  western  edge,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  unless 
there  are  between  Sespe  and  Hopper  other  main  north  and  south  faults 
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not  yet  noted,  when  once  the  limit  of  depth  of  the  formations  cropping 
along  Little  Sespe  is  passed  there  must  be  a  strip  of  barren  territory 
extending  nearly  or  quite  to  the  Hopper  Canon  fault. 

The  dip  to  the  east  is,  as  said,  varied  somewhat  by  local  disturbances, 
but,  taking  this  block  as  a  whole,  approximates  ten  degrees.  The  level 
of  Sespe  Canon  on  section  2G  is  about  1000  feet,  while  the  crest  of  the 
ridge  on  sections  9  and  16,  5-19  has  an  elevation  of  about  4000  feet.  As 
the  surface  thus  dips  sharply  to  the  west,  and  the  stratification  as 
abruptly  to  the  east,  we  have  a  long  succession  of  outcrops,  some  showing 
seepages;  and  further,  in  drilling  for  any  given  stratum,  as  we  go  east 
the  depth  increases  by  the  surface  slope  plus  the  dip,  which  makes  the 
producing  belt  of  Tar  Creek  and  Little  Sespe  a  narrow  one. 

iMost  of  the  original  wells  were  located  at  or  near  seepages,  which 
helps  to  explain  a  large  number  of  failures,  such  wells  being,  in  the 
main,  located  west  of  and  below  the  sand  giving  the  seepage,  and  not 
sufficiently  deep  to  reach  a  possible  lower  sand.  It  must  be  admitted, 
however,  that,  owing  to  folding  along  east  and  west  axes,  even  such 
wells  as  did  penetrate  the  productive  sands  have  been  rather  uncertain 
in  their  output,  both  the  thickness  of  the  oil  sands  and  their  degree  of 
saturation  varying  considerably  from  well  to  well,  even  directly  along 
the  line  of  strike. 

Most  of  the  new  work  is  being  done  to  the  east  of  the  old  wells,  with 
the  design  of  reaching  known  sands  at  a  greater  depth,  and  is  meeting 
with  some  success.  Some  work  is  also  being  done  to  the  north,  along 
the  line  of  outcrop  or  slightly  to  the  east,  but  has  not  yet  resulted  in 
discoveries. 

This  country  is  highly  inaccessible  except  along  the  one  road  follow- 
ing the  line  of  developments,  and  located  well  up  on  the  ridge.  As  these 
hills  are  rocky  and  extremely  rough,  this  road  is  a  very  bad  one,  narrow, 
and  having  some  trying  grades,  and  haulage  to  the  more  northern  leases 
is  a  very  serious  item  of  cost.  Certain  advantages,  however,  which  will 
be  mentioned  farther  on,  have  made  this  country  attractive  to  the 
prospector  in  spite  of  its  difficulties,  and  it  is  at  present  the  scene  of 
considcral)le  activitv. 


DEVELOPMENTS  IN  LITTLE  SESPE-TAR  CREEK  GROUP. 

The  strip  following  the  main  seepages,  and  for  some  distance  west, 
was  originally  located,  and  in  part  proven  and  patented,  by  the  Union 
Oil  Company  of  California,  and  the  work  done  by  this  company  so  pre- 
ponderates in  quantity  that  we  must  here  depart  from  the  usual  custom 
of  working  from  northwest  to  southeast,  and  fir.st  describe  the  work 
done  by  this  company. 
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A  very  peculiar  feature  is  encountered  here,  in  that  we  are  dealing 
with  territory  containing  a  large  number  of  wells,  many  once  producers, 
but  all  (excepting  at  the  extreme  south)  now  abandoned,  from  which 
fact  the  natural  inference  would  be  that  the  producing  capabilities  of 
the  country  had  been  exhausted.  Such,  however,  does  not  appear  to  be 
the  case  when  the  records  are  examined.  Some  of  these  wells,  indeed, 
were  dry  when  drilled,  and  some  were  exhausted  after  a  time,  but  many 
were  certainly  capable  of  commercial  production  at  the  time  they  were 
shut  down,  and  there  is  hardly  a  doubt  that  these  sands,  and  indeed 
many  of  these  old  holes,  are  now  capable  of  profitable  operation.  An 
explanation  of  this  very  unusual  circumstance  is  probably  found  in  the 
discovery,  at  the  time  of  abandonment,  of  new  and  more  prolific  fields 
elsewhere,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  these  lands  are  held  in  fee,  and 
could  be  safely  allowed  to  stand  idle. 

The  records  for  this  group  seem  to  be  very  incomplete,  and  are  largely 
withheld  from  inspection.  The  details  given  below  have  been  collected 
with  great  care,  from  original  sources,  and,  while  very  scattering,  are 
believed  to  be  accurate  so  far  as  they  go.  Wells  of  the  Union  Oil  Com- 
pany of  California  are  first  given,  divided  according  to  mining  claims 
on  which  they  are  located,  those  of  other  operators  follow,  under  com- 
pany headings.  Unless  otherwise  stated,  therefore,  the  well  mentioned 
was  drilled  and  is  owned  by  the  Union  Oil  Company. 

Union  Oil  Company's  Wells. 

Arcadia  Claim.  One  well,  Tar  Creek  No.  19,  abandoned  when 
drilled.    This  well  is  immediately  below  (west  of)  a  live  seepage. 

Twilight  Claim.  Two  wells,  Tar  Creek  Nos.  16  and  20.  No.  16  was 
drilled  in  1889  and  was  pumped  for  a  time.  It  was  abandoned  vsdth 
the  other  wells  in  about  1900  (this  statement  also  applies  to  all  wells 
noted  below,  unless  otherwise  expressly  stated).  In  the  latter  part  of 
1910  this  well  was  cleaned  and  put  on  the  pump,  and  when  seen  was 
doing  some  thirty  barrels  per  day,  which  was  probably  much  above  its 
average  capacity.  No.  30  was  reported  to  be  also  cleaning  in  the  early 
months  of  the  current  year  (1910). 

Irelan  Claim.    One  well.  Tar  Creek  No.  18. 

Higgins  Claim.  Three  wells,  Tar  Creek  Nos.  13,  15,  and  17.  No.  13 
was  810  feet  (or  more)  deep,  and  was  abandoned  when  drilled.  No.  15 
was  a  dry  hole  at  975  feet. 

Carpenter  Claim.  Two  wells,  Tar  Creek  Nos.  11  and  14.  No.  11  was 
575  feet  deep,  and  was  probably  a  producer.  No.  14  was  a  dry  hole  at 
1690  feet. 

Black  Jack  Claim.  Six  wells.  Tar  Creek  Nos.  4,  8,  12,  24,  31,  and  one 
not  located.    No.  4  was  520  feet  deep  and  probably  a  producer.    No.  8 
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was  probably  a  producer  at  570  feet,  and  No.  12  the  same  at  571  feet. 
No.  24  was  drilled  in  1890,  was  880  feet  deep,  and  had  an  initial  produc- 
tion of  33  barrels  per  day. 

Cesapi  Claim.  This  was  the  heart  of  the  old  producing  district,  and 
had  sixteen  wells,  Tar  Creek  Nos.  1,  2,  5,  6,  7,  9,  10,  21,  22,  23,  25,  27, 
28,  32,  and  33. 

No.  1  was  the  first  well  in  the  entire  territory,  was  drilled  in  1887,  and 
was  a  producer  at  960  feet. 

No.  2  produced  six  barrels  per  day  for  a  time,  at  645  feet. 

No.  5  was  a  dry  hole  at  710  feet. 

No.  6  was  a  dry  hole  at  875  feet. 

No.  7  is  recorded  as  "a  good  well,  soon  exhausted"  at  435  feet. 

No.  10  was  probably  a  producer,  at  660  feet. 

No.  21  was  a  producer,  depth  not  known. 

No.  23  was  880  feet  deep,  but  pulled  back  and  plugged  at  673  feet, 
and  was  still  on  the  pump  in  1898. 

No.  25  was  drilled  in  1891,  was  950  feet  deep,  and  produced  four 
barrels  per  day. 

No.  27  was  good  for  thirty-five  barrels  per  day,  at  710  feet. 

No.  28  was  drilled  to  1630  feet,  but  had  no  oil  below  735  feet,  and 
was  pulled  back  and  plugged  at  800  feet.  The  initial  production  was 
thirteen  barrels  per  day. 

No.  33  was  drilled  in  1898,  and  was  a  producer  at  995  feet. 

Connection  Claim.  One  well.  Tar  Creek  No.  3,  a  dry  hole  at  775 
feet. 

The  above  figures  and  data  are  from  notes  made  at  about  the  time  the 
wells  were  abandoned,  and  undoubtedly  refer  to  the  depths  at  which 
wells  were  finally  operated.  From  another  source  considerable  informa- 
tion referring  to  the  time  at  which  these  wells  were  drilled  is  available, 
and  as  the  figures  do  not  in  all  cases  agree,  they  are  tabulated  below 
for  comparison.  Fortunately,  the  locations  given  in  the  older  notes 
check  out  in  every  ease  with  those  shown  on  the  map,  which  is  reduced 
from  an  original  lease  map  made  about  1898.  (See  township  4-21  map 
of  Ventura  County.) 
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No. 
1 

2 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 


Depth 

Claim.  1. 

Cesapi 196 

Cesapi 206 

Connection 700 

Black  Jack  __  400 

Cesapi 700 

Cesapi 900 

Cesapi 375 

Black  Jack  __  370 

Cesapi 340 

Cesapi 350 

Carpenter 400 

Black  Jack  __  650 

Higgins 600 

Carpenter 1400 

Higgins 

Twilight    850 

Higgins 420 

Irelan   600 

Arcadia 900 

Twilight 065 

Cesapi 710 

Cesapi 390 

Cesapi 045 

Black  Jack  __  850 

Cesapi 825 

Cesapi 745 

Cesapi 

Cesapi  

Black  Jack  

Black  Jack  

Cesapi 

Cesapi 


Depth 

Initial 

2. 

output 

960 

40 

645 

150 

775 

00 

520 

75 

710 

00 

875 

00 

435 

75 

570 

75 

1240 

75 

660 

75 

575 

30 

571 

10 

810 

10 

1690 

00 

975 

00 



30 



30 



60 



00 



30 



30 



30 

880 

250 

880 

200 

950 

10 

00 

710 

200 

1630 



Remarks. 

Very  dark  greenish-brown  oil. 

Fell  to  75  in  3  months,  later  to  6  barrels. 

Dry  hole,  into  red  rock. 

Dry  hole,  into  red  rock. 

Dry  hole. 

20  barrels  at  300  feet,  fell  away  fast. 

Down  to  45  barrels  in  six  months. 

Heavier  oil. 

Rapidly  dropped  to  8  barrels. 


Traces  at  500,  dry  below. 
Much  water,  a  little  oil. 
Flowed  800  daily  short  time. 


995 


Dry  hole. 


Pulled  back  and  plugged  at  673  feet. 

33  barrels  daily  steady  production. 

4  barrels  daily  steady  production. 

Crooked  hole,   not  located. 

35  barrels  steady  production. 

Oil  at  735,  plugged  800,  13  barrels  steady, 


A  producer. 

.__     Drilling  in  1899,  not  located. 
.__     Drilling  in  1899,  not  located. 


Depth  1  is  the  figure  given  by  notes  of  1887  to  1889.  Depth  2  is  figure  given  by 
notes  of  1898  to  1900.     Initial  production  is  in  barrels  daily. 

The  first  recorded  production  from  the  upper  Sespe  region  is  for  the 
early  months  of  1887.  In  June  of  this  year  a  total  output  of  5514 
barrels  is  reported,  this  being  from  Well  No.  1  for  about  120  days,  and 
for  Well  No.  2  for  about  60  days,  a  total  of  180  days,  or  about  31 
barrels  per  day  per  well. 

In  1892  the  group  is  said  to  have  yielded  at  the  rate  of  1500  barrels 
per  month.  This  covers  the  output  of  32  wells,  of  which  25  had 
originally  been  productive,  and  would  be  an  average  of  but  2  barrels 
per  day  if  all  25  were  still  being  pumped,  which  is  doubtful.  In  1895 
it  is  reported  that  but  five  wells  were  on  the  pump,  and  these  making 
some  900  barrels  per  month,  or  an  average  of  6  barrels  per  day  each. 
It  will  be  noted  that  in  1892  the  average  age  of  these  wells  was  but 
four  or  five  years,  and  an  extremely  rapid  decline  from  initial  pro- 
duction is  indicated. 
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Maple  Creek  Claim.  Two  wells,  Maple  Creek  Nos.  1  and  2.  No.  1 
was  drilled  in  1898,  and  reported  to  have  started  ofl;  at  three  hundred 
barrels,  at  1275  (or  1400)  feet.  It  had  been  abandoned  in  May,  1899, 
and  must  have  been  a  pocket  hole.  No.  2  was  a  dry  hole,  depth  not 
known. 

Wildcat  Claim.  One  well,  Wildcat  No.  1.  A  producer,  probably 
drilled  in  1897,  and  on  the  pump  up  to  1898,  or  later.  This  claim  is 
now  under  lease  to  the  Cosmopolitan  Oil  Company. 

Hogshack  Claim.  One  well,  Hogsbaek  No.  1,  drilled  in  1896,  a  dry 
hole  at  1110  feet. 

Hogshead  Claim.  Six  wells,  Hogshead  Nos.  1,  lA,  2,  3,  4,  and  5. 
No.  1  was  drilled  in  1896,  and  was  a  dry  hole  at  1370  feet.  The  five 
succeeding  wells  were  all  on  the  pump  in  1898 ;  no  other  data. 

Kenyan  Claim.  One  well,  Kenyon  No.  1,  originally  a  producer  and 
on  the  pump  in  1899,  but  now  dead. 

Alamo  Claim.     One  well,  Alamo  No.  1,  probably  a  dry  hole. 

Sidehill  Claim.  Two  wells,  Sidehill  Nos.  1  and  2.  No.  1,  drilled  in 
1896,  was  a  dry  hole  at  1745  feet.  No.  2  was  drilled  in  1897,  and  was 
on  the  pump  as  late  as  1898. 

Four  Forks  Claim.  Six  wells.  Four  Forks  Nos.  1  to  6,  inclusive. 
No.  3  was  a  producer,  but  was  abandoned  for  unknown  reasons  in  1899. 
No.  4  was  drilled  in  1895,  to  1100  feet,  and  was  probably  a  failure. 
No.  5  was  a  producer,  and  was  on  the  pump  in  1898.  No.  6  was  drilled 
in  1898,  depth  1450  feet,  and  was  a  producer. 

Irivin  Claim.  One  well,  Irwin  No.  1,  drilled  in  1896,  and  pumping 
in  1898.    This  claim  is  now  under  lease  to  the  Rose  Oil  Company. 

Spring  Valley  Extension  Claim.  Two  wells.  Spring  Valley  Nos.  1 
and  2.     No  data. 

Hatvkswing  Claim.  Hawkswing  No.  1.  Drilled  in  1899;  depth  972 
feet ;  still  producing  five  barrels  per  day. 

Junction  Claim.  Five  wells.  Junction  Nos.  1  to  5,  inclusive.  No.  2 
was  abandoned  in  1899,  and  apparently  had  been  a  producer.  Nothing 
can  be  learned  as  to  the  other  four. 

Central  Claim.  Five  wells,  Central  Nos.  1  to  5,  inclusive.  No.  1  was 
pumping  in  1899,  but  has  since  been  abandoned,  and  is  said  to  have 
been  exhausted.  No.  2  is  650  feet  deep,  and  is  still  making  about  one 
barrel  per  day.  No.  3  is  660  feet  deep,  and  is  now  making  seven  barrels 
per  day.  No.  4  was  drilled  in  1897  to  980  feet  depth,  and  was  once  a 
producer,  but  now  is  abandoned.  No.  5  was  drilled  in  the  same  j'ear, 
was  carried  to  1220  feet,  but  plugged  off  at  1010  feet,  and  is  still  pro- 
ducing two  barrels  per  day. 
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Los  Angeles  Claim.  The  first  hole,  Los  Angeles  No.  1,  was  drilled 
by  the  Los  Angeles  Oil  Company,  who  also  drilled  a  hole  on  the  Joseph 
Claim,  in  the  south  half  of  the  section.  The  tract  was  then  leased  to  the 
Union  Oil  Company,  who  drilled  No.  lA,  a  test  hole,  dry  at  1400  feet, 
and  thereafter  seven  wells,  now  known  as  Los  Angeles  Nos.  1  to  7. 
Nos.  1,  2,  and  3  were  originally  producers,  drilled  about  1895,  still  on 
the  pump  in  1897,  but  had  been  abandoned  in  1899.  No.  4  is  still  mak- 
ing four  barrels  per  day.  No.  5  is  1000  feet  deep,  and  is  now  making 
one  and  one  half  barrels  per  day.  No.  6,  drilled  in  1897,  was  a  pro- 
ducer at  1550  feet,  but  has  since  been  abandoned.  No.  7  was  drilled 
in  1898  to  1160  feet,  and  was  a  producer.  It  was  deepened  in  1899,  but, 
if  the  present  reported  depth  (1010  feet)  is  correct,  without  improve- 
ment.   It  is  now  classed  as  a  six-barrel  producer. 

Kentuck  Claim.  Six  wells,  Kentuck  Nos.  1  to  6.  No.  1,  drilled  in 
1890,.  depth  950  feet,  oil  at  440  feet,  plugged  at  500  feet.  Was  a 
producer,  was  still  on  the  pump  in  1897,  but  now  dead.  No  2,  drilled  in 
the  same  year,  is  reported  to  be  about  600  feet  deep  and  was  originally 
rated  at  six  barrels  a  day.  Still  producing.  No.  3,  drilled  in  the  same 
year,  is  still  producing— was  originally  rated  at  two  barrels  a  day. 
No.  4  was  abandoned  when  drilled.  No.  5,  drilled  in  1897,  was  a  pro- 
ducer at  600  feet,  but  now  abandoned.  No.  6,  drilled  in  1898,  was 
carried  to  1225  feet,  but  pulled  back  to  650  feet,  and  is  still  on  the 
pmnping  list.  This  lease  and  the  wells  thereon  passed  to  Clampitt 
Brothers  in  the  current  year. 

Star  Oil  Claim.  Six  wells.  Star  Nos.  1  to  6.  Nos.  1  to  4  are  aban- 
doned. No  data.  No.  5  was  drilled  in  1897  to  950  feet,  and  No.  6  in 
1898  to  990  feet.  These  two  wells  are  said  to  be  good  for  an  average 
of  ten  barrels  per  day  each  at  the  present  time. 

So  far  as  is  known,  this  completes  the  list  of  the  Union  Oil  Com- 
pany's operations  in  Tar  Creek  and  Little  Sespe.  The  totals  are  as 
follows : 

15  wells  abandoned  when  drilled. 
2  wells  pumped  out  in  less  than  a  year. 

35  wells  known  to  have  once  produced,  but  now  exhausted  or  lost. 

20  wells  abandoned  for  reasons  not  known. 
2  wells  cleaning  and  drilling  at  this  time  (October,  1910). 

12  wells  pumping  an  average  of  about  five  barrels  per  day  each. 

86  total  number  of  wells  recorded. 
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Wells  North  of  Tar  Creek. 

Within  the  past  two  years  considerable  development  has  taken  plaee 
in  the  extreme  north  of  the  Sespe  country,  and  is  now  actively  in 
progress.  Production  has  been  had  nearly  two  and  one  half  miles  north 
of  old  Tar  Creek  No.  20,  and  drilling  is  under  way  considerably  to  the 
north  and  west  of  this.  It  appears  likely  at  present  that  valuable  new 
territory  will  be  opened  up  far  back  in  the  mountains. 

Concord  Petroleum  Company.  This  company  is  drilling  near  the 
west  line  of  section  6,  5-19,  and  about  midway  of  the  section  line.  In 
February,  1912,  this  well  was  reported  to  be  some  500  feet  deep. 

Big  Chief  Oil  Company.  This  company  has  a  producing  well  on  the 
Daisy  claim,  near  the  southwest  corner  of  section  5,  5-19.  This  well 
entered  oil  sand  at  2285  feet,  but  is  reported  to  have  been  finished  at 
2387  feet.  It  is  said  to  be  pumping  an  average  of  93  barrels  per  day 
of  an  oil  approximating  17^°  Beaume. 

Squaw  Flat  Oil  Company.  This  company  is  operating  on  the  Nogales 
claim,  north  half  of  the  north  half,  section  8.  In  February.  1912.  this 
well  was  drilling  at  300  feet. 

New  Moody  Gulch  Oil  Company.  Is  operating  on  the  Santa  Fe 
claim,  in  the  northeast  (juarter  of  section  8.  This  avoII  is  reported  to 
be  200  feet,  drilling.  This  company  have  also  a  well  in  bloody  Gulch, 
Santa  Clara  County. 

Whitelaw  Oil  Company.  Is  drilling  on  the  Shenandoah  claim,  in 
the  northeast  quarter  of  Section  17.  This  well  is  said  to  have  reached 
a  depth  of  about  2600  feet,  and  to  have  found  a  light  oil  sand  below  a 
stratum  of  heavy  oil  similar  to  that  encountered  in  the  Big  Chief  well. 

Stockholders  Oil  Company.  This  company  has  a  1200  foot  hole  on 
the  Sampson  claim,  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  17.  In  the  early 
part  of  1912  this  well  was  suspended  at  about  700  feet. 

Union  Oil  Company — "Sunset."  This  company  is  said  to  be  drilling 
on  the  Sunset  claim,  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  21.  but  progress 
is  not  reported. 

Wells  East  and  South  of  Tar  Creek  Wells. 

Considerable  activity  has  also  been  shown  in  the  way  of  eastward 
extensions  of  the  old  Tar  Creek  and  Little  Sespe  groups,  and  some  work 
has  also  been  done  on  old  leases. 

Anaconda  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  is  in  the  north- 
cast  quarter  of  section  28,  and  just  eiist  of  the  old  Black  Jack  wells. 
It  is  suspended  at  about  2000  feet,  with  tools  in  the  hole,  and  proliably 
will  have  to  be  abandoned. 

Stockholders  Oil  Company.  This  company  has  u  1200  foot  hole  on 
the  Intervenor  claim,  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  same  section.  No 
work  has  been  done  on  this  well  for  a  number  of  months. 
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Big  Sespe  Oil  Company— Clampitt  Bros.  On  the  old  Razzle-Dazzle 
claim,  later  known  as  the  Oil  Spouter,  in  section  1,  4-20.  Four  wells  on 
a  steep  hillside  just  north  of  the  bend  in  Sespe  Canon,  in  which  the 
Kentuck  wells  are  located.  These  wells  were  drilled  by  the  California 
Oil  Company,  and  later  operated  by  the  Big  Sespe  Oil  Company  of 
California.  The  property  has  lately  (December,  1910)  passed  to  Clam- 
pitt Bros,  of  Los  Angeles. 

There  are  at  present  four  wells,  though  there  appears  to  be  a  fifth, 
which  can  not  now  be  located.    The  four  producing  wells  are  as  follows : 

No.  1 — 1020  feet  deep,  producing. 

No.  2 — ■  800  feet  deep,  producing. 

No.  3 —  930  feet  deep,  producing. 

No.  4 — 1280  feet  deep,  producing. 

Cosmopolitan  Oil  Company.  This  company  is  credited  with  three 
wells.  No.  1,  on  the  "Wildcat  claim,  is  a  producer  of  33°  oil  at  1800  feet. 
No.  2  is  on  the  Udall  claim,  and  produces  a  similar  oil  at  1010  feet. 
No.  3,  also  on  the  Udall,  was  drilling,  and  No.  4  rigged,  in  December, 
1910. 

White  Star  Oil  Company — Oil  Creek  Consolidated  Oil  Company — 
Elk  Consolidated  Oil  Company.  The  first  named  company,  a  consoli- 
dation of  the  other  two,  has  seven  wells  on  the  Westside  and  Delta 
claims,  in  section  33,  5-19. 

No.  1,  Delta,  is  a  920-foot  producer,  drilled  in  1907. 

No.  2,  Delta,  is  a  producer  at  2323  feet,  drilled  in  1908. 

No.  3,  Delta,  was  drilled  in  the  same  year,  and  produces  from  1180 
feet. 

No.  4,  Delta,  is  an  1832-foot  producer,  drilled  in  1909. 

No.  5,  Westside,  was  drilled  in  1910,  and  is  a  producer  at  1827  feet. 

No.  6,  Westside,  was  a  producer  at  1185  feet  in  December,  1910,  but 
was  then  in  the  top  sand  only  and  was  to  be  deepened. 

No.  7,  Westside,  was  drilling  at  1100  feet  at  the  same  time. 

Eose  Oil  Company.  The  wells  of  this  company  are  on  the  Irwin 
claim,  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  32.  The  abandoned  well  on 
this  claim  was  drilled  by  the  Union  Oil  Company,  as  noted  above. 
Well  No.  1  of  the  Rose  Oil  Company  was  drilled  to  a  depth,  it  is  said, 
of  2800  feet,  but  was  not  finished  because  of  mechanical  difficulties. 
Well  No.  2  was  drilling  at  2600  feet  in  February,  1912. 

Mutual  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  is  on  the  Alhambra 
claim,  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  33.  It  is  reported  to  have  been 
finished  at  3300  feet,  in  January,  1912.  Considerable  oil  was  found  at 
about  the  2000  foot  level,  but  the  productiveness  of  the  well  as  finished 
is  not  known. 
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Oil  Creek  Oil  Companij.  Is  reported  to  have  spudded  in  a  hole  on 
the  southwest  quarter  of  section  35,  in  March,  1912. 

Dixie  National  Oil  Company — Ventura-California  Oil  Company.  On 
the  Neptune  olaim,  5,  4-19.  No.  1  was  finished  in  1910,  and  was  reported 
to  be  doing  24  barrels  per  day  from  2100  feet.  No.  2  was  finished  in 
1911,  and  is  said  to  be  a  producer  at  about  1800  feet.  The  property 
passed  to  the  Ventura-California  Oil  Company  in  this  year. 

Los  Angeles  Oil  Company.  On  the  Los  Angeles  claim,  now  under 
lease  to  the  Union  Oil  Company  of  California.  No.  1,  drilled  in  1890, 
depth  1500  feet,  a  dry  hole.  No.  2  was  on  the  Joseph  claim,  now  oper- 
ated by  the  Brownstone  Oil  and  Refining  Company,  drilled  in  1890,  a 
dry  hole  at  1100  feet. 

Brownstone  Oil  and  Refining  Company.  Five  wells  on  the  Joseph 
claim,  section  6,  4-19.  No.  1,  drilled  in  1904,  800  feet,  producing. 
No.  2,  drilled  in  the  same  year,  460  feet,  producing.  No.  3,  drilled  in 
1905,  about  1000  feet,  producing.  No.  4,  same  year,  1390  feet,  produc- 
ing. These  wells  were  drilled  and  for  a  time  operated  b}^  the  Happy 
Thought  Oil  Company,  and  are  reported  to  be  now  averaging  about 
fifteen  barrels  per  day  each.  No.  5  was  1395  feet  drilling  in  December, 
1910. 

Emslie  Oil  Company.  In  1911  the  above  property  passed  to  the 
Emslie  Oil  Company.    Well  No.  5  has  been  finished. 

Croivn  Oil  Company.  On  the  northwest  quarter  of  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  7,  4-19.  One  well,  1200  feet,  suspended,  said  to  be 
good  for  ten  barrels  per  day  at  this  depth. 

Monarch  Oil  Company.  On  the  southwest  quarter  of  northwest 
quarter  of  section  7,  4-19.  A  400-foot  abandoned  well,  drilled  about 
1901 ;  no  results. 

Golden  Gate  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  two  wells  on  the 
northeast  quarter  of  southwest  quarter  of  the  same  section,  at  about  the 
same  time.  No.  1  was  abandoned  at  1500  feet,  and  is  reported  to  have 
been  a  dry  hole.    No.  2  is  said  to  have  been  drilled  for  300  feet  only. 

Montana  Oil  Company.  At  about  the  same  time  this  company  drilled 
a  hole,  said  to  be  1000  feet  deep,  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  southwest 
quarter  of  the  same  section.  It  was  reported  at  the  time  that  some  oil 
had  been  found,  but  how  much  can  not  now  be  learned. 

Skookiun  Oil  Company,  or  Wchfoot  Oil  Syndicate.  One  of  these  cor- 
porations drilled  in  1902,  west  of  Pole  Canon,  near  the  north  line  of 
section  8,  4-19.     Depth  1000  feet,  no  oil,  but  much  water. 

Golden  West  Crude  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  the  well 
near  the  mouth  of  Pole  Canon,  on  the  hill  north  (jf  the  creek.  The  well 
entered  a  tarry  formation  at  200  feet,  and  penetrated  it  to  a  depth  of 
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440  feet,  when  it  was  abandoned.  This  well  was  drilled  on  a  small 
cropping  of  asphaltic  oil  sand. 

Black  Pearl  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  was  imme- 
diately south  of  the  creek,  near  the  mouth  of  Pole  Canon.  It  was 
drilled  in  1910,  to  a  depth  of  1000  feet,  and  found  small  quantities  of 
oil,  but  not  a  profitable  amount.    This  well  is  still  rigged. 

Union  Consolidated  Oil  Company.  Is  said  to  have  drilled  the  hole  in 
the  north  half,  north  half  of  section  29.  No  record  of  this  well  can  be 
found. 

Whitticr-Fillmore  Oil  Company.  Two  abandoned  wells  in  the  same 
section,  close  to  the  grant  line  and  just  north  of  the  county  road.  There 
is  a  cropping  of  oil  sand  in  the  bank  at  this  point,  and  the  two  welLs, 
which  were  500  and  700  feet,  respectively,  found  a  small  amount  of  oil, 
but  no  pay.  This  company  afterward  operated  successfully  in  the 
Whittier  field. 

QUALITIES  OF  SESPE  OILS. 

The  Sespe  territory  produces  many  grades  of  crude,  which  may  be 
gathered  into  three  classes :  a  very  heavy  black  oil,  giving  no  light 
products,  and  useful  only  as  fuel;  a  medium  black  oil,  ranging  from 
19°  to  23°,  giving  low  to  fair  yields  of  light  products;  and  a  very  light 
black  oil,  giving  a  high  yield  of  naphthas. 

The  heaviest  oil  is  found  in  Big  Sespe  only.  The  medium  grade  was 
produced  by  some  of  the  Tar  Creek  wells  (which  ones  cannot  now  be 
learned)',  and  is  the  present  output  of  the  wells  in  the  forks  of  Big  and 
Little  Sespe  canons — the  Kentuck  and  Clampitt  wells.  It  was  also 
found  in  some  of  the  Four  Forks  wells,  and  probably  in  many  other 
wells  close  to  the  outcrop  of  the  sand.  The  lightest  grade  is  found 
farther  back  on  the  formation,  and  while  Ihe  number  of  samples  does 
not  justify  much  generalization,  it  is  probable  that  the  gravity  increases, 
within  limits,  as  drilling  is  carried  down  the  dip. 

These  lightest  oils  are  among  the  highest  grade  refining  oils  of  the 
State,  giving  very  large  yields  of  naphthas  and  illuminants,  and  these  of 
good  quality.  The  heavy  end  of  the  crude  oil  is,  as  a  rule,  practically 
valueless  except  for  fuel,  because  of  the  high  cold  test  of  the  lubricants 
made  from  it.  As  with  the  Bardsdale  oils,  these  crudes  contain  much 
amorphous  paraffin,  which  cannot  be  filtered  out,  as  it  will  not 
crystallize. 

The  following  analyses  probably  cover  completely  the  range  of  values 
of  the  oils  of  this  district : 


SESPE  AND  HOPPER  CANON  WELLS.  105 

5469.* 
Big  Sespe  Oil  Company  of  Arizona.     Wells   No.   1   and   No.  4. 

Gravity approximately  13°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  very  viscous  black  oil,  and  frothed  so  badly  that  it  was  finally  dried  by 
evaporation  at  the  lowest  possible  temperature  in  an  open  pan.     With  any  ordinary 
oil   of   this   viscosity   and   gravity,   there   is   no   danger   of   the   loss   of   any    volatile 
elements  in  this  process.     The  dried  oil  was  then  distilled. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  lOS  c.c,  distilled  from  copper  in  a  current  of  gas,  distillation 
being  carried  to  dry  coke.  The  first  ten  per  cent  of  the  distillate  showed 
a  gravity  of  27°  Beaum6,  so  that  there  may  have  been  a  small  amount  of 
stove  oil  which  escaped  measurement. 

Distillate    83.3  per  cent         21.7°  Beaum6 

Fixed  carbon IG.O  grams  per  100  c.c. 

Loss    0.7  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 

The  carbon  was  calculated  to  "D"  asphalt  in  the  usual  manner,  and 
the  distillate  reduced  in  a  current  of  gas,  giving  the  following  com- 
mercial analysis : 

Gasoline 61.0°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  None 

Kerosene    42.0°  None 

Stove  oil   33.0°  None  or  trace 

Fuel  distillate 31.0°  22.2  per  cent   f   Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 13.6°  37.1  per  cent   \  21.7°— 59.3  % 

Asphalt    "D"  40.0  per  cent  or  140.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  reduced  stock  is  of  a  light  color,  with  a  good  green  outertone,  and 
a  high  viscosity,  but  shows  no  paraffin.  On  treatment  it  gives  a  light- 
colored  red  oil  of  16.1°  Beaume,  having  a  rich  green  outer  tone,  and  a 
viscosity  normal  to  red  oils  of  this  gravity. 

This  crude  in  every  respect  resembles  the  heavy  oils  of  the  San 
Joaquin  Valley,  and  has  none  of  the  characteristics  which  distinguish 
Ventura  from  other  crudes. 

7464.t 

Union  Oil   Company.     Tar  Creek.     "A"  Well. 

Gravity 38.0°  Beaum6    (0.833  sp.  gr.) 

This  sample  of  oil  was  collected  and  analyzed  in  the  year  1886,  and  nothing  is 
recorded  as  to  the  appearance  of  the  oil.  nor,  unfortunately,  as  to  the  number  or 
location  of  the  well  from  which  it  was  taken. 

The  gravity  given  for  the  crude  does  not  agree  at  all  with  the  analysis,  and  is 
decidedly  under  suspicion  of  being  a  misprint. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  500  c.c.  was  distilled  from  a  copper  retort,  the  thermometer  bulb 
being   set   in    the   neck   of   the    retort    (probably).     No  steam  or   gas   was 


♦Analysis  by  P.  W.  P. 

tAnalysis  b.v  Dr.  W.  D.  Johnston. 
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used  to  assist  distillation,  which  was  carried  up  to  300°   C,  and  nothing 

is  recorded  as  to  the  properties  of  the  residue. 

Below  100°   C 10.0  per  cent  G4.4°  Beaum6 

100  to  125° 0.8  per  cent  55.4° 

125  to  150° 5.5  per  cent  50.1° 

150  to  200° 9.7  per  cent  43.0° 

200  to  250° 11.0  per  cent  33.5° 

250  to  300° 7.1  per  cent  27.4° 

Residue 49.9  per  cent  Not  recorded 

100.0  per  cent 

This  is  approximately  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaum6  16  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  5  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  13  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  9  per  cent 

Middlings  (top  only) 28°  7  per  cent 

Residue 50  per  cent 

100  per  cent 

7465.* 
Union  Oil  Company.     Tar  Creek.     Well  No.  2. 

Gravity 33.0°  Beaum§  (0.859  sp.  gr.) 

This  sample  of  oil  was  collected  and  analj'zed  in  the  year  1886,  and  nothing  is 
recorded  as  to  the  appearance  of  the  oil. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  500  c.c.  was  di.stilled  from  a  copper  retort,  without  the  use  of 
either  steam  or  gas.  Distillation  was  carried  up  to  a  temperature  of 
300°  C,  but  nothing  is  recorded  as  to  the  properties  of  the  residue. 

Below  100°  C 9.1  per  cent  70.0°  Beaum6 

100  to  125° 9.2  per  cent  60.7° 

125  to  150° 8.8  per  cent  58.7° 

150  to  200° 11.8  per  cent  45.4° 

200  to  250° 9.0  per  cent  40.3° 

250  to  300° 8.0  per  cent  29.8° 

Residue 44.1  per  cent  Not  recorded 

100.0  per  cent 

This  is  approximately  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaumg  28  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  23  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  None 

Middlings  (top  only) 28°  5  per  cent 

Residue 44  per  cent 

100  per  cent 

This  sample  shows  a  phenomenon  noted  also  in  5479  and  7418,  both 
gasoline  and  stove  oil  being  completely  cut  out  by  the  over-running  of 
adjacent  fractions.  Both  these  products  could  be  made  by  altering  the 
cuts  on  the  crude. 

•Analysis  by  Dr.  W.  D.  Johnston. 
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7484. • 
Union   Oil   Company.     Tar  Creel<.     "A"  Well. 

Gravity 23.4°  Beaum<5   (0.912.5  sp.  gr.) 

This  sample  of  oil  was  collected  and  analyzed  in  the  year  1S95,  and  nothinj  is 
recorded  as  to  the  appearance  of  the  oil,  nor  as  to  the  number  or  location  of  the  well 
from  which  it  was  taken. 
Distillation. 

This  sample  was  distilled  dry,  from  a  glass  flask  or  retort,  but  no  details  as 
to  methods  are  given. 

Below  150°  C 7.G  per  cent  00.4°  Beaum6 

150  to  200° 11.0  per  cent  54.3° 

200  to  250° 10.4  per  cent  40.7° 

250  to  300° 12.4  per  cent  34.4° 

300  to  350° 0.0  per  cent  28.5° 

Residue 52.0  per  cent  Not  recorded 


100.0  per  cent 

This  is  approximately  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis ; 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  7.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  15.5  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  2.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  22.0  per  cent 

Residue    53.0  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 

In  this  case  the  very  low  yield  of  stove  oil  is  caused  by  the  narrow  cut 
on  ga.soline,  which  starts  the  engine  distillate  unusually  high,  and  makes 
it  cut  into  the  kerosene  stock  at  the  upper  eud.  It  is  necessary  to  state 
the  results  in  this  way  for  the  sake  of  uniformity,  but  in  actual  running 
other  cuts  would  probably  be  made. 


7485.* 
Union  Oil   Company.     Tar  Creek.     "A"  Well. 

Gravity 23.3°  Beaum6  (0.9192  sp.  gr.) 

This  sample  of  oil  was  collected  and  analyzed  in  the  year  1895,  and  nothing  is 
recorded  as  to  the  appearance  of  the  oil,  nor  as  to  the  number  or  location  of  the 
well  from  which  it  was  taken. 
Distillation. 

This  sample  was  distilled  dry,  from  a  glass  flask  or  retort,  but  no  details  as 
to  uii'thods  are  given. 

Relow  1.^.0°  C 8.4  per  cent  G3.3°  Beaum6 

150  to  200° 8.0  per  cent  58.4° 

200  to  2.50° 10.4  per  cent  45.3° 

250  to  300° 14.2  per  cent  32.7° 

300  to  350° 4.0  per  cent  Not   recorded 

Uesidue    55.0  per  cent  Not  recorded 


100.0  per  cent 


•Analysis  by  W.  L.  Watts. 
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This  is  closely  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum^  1G.4  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene   42°  15.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  5.0  per  cent 

Middlings    (top  only) 8.1  per  cent 

Residue    55.0  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

This  oil  cuts  very  peculiarly,  and  the  sudden  drop  between  the  second 
and  third  fractions  is  open  to  suspicion,  particularly  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  results,  as  originally  stated,  did  not  include  any  residue,  and 
there  is  therefore  a  possibility  of  an  intermediate  fraction  having  been 
dropped.  As  no  samples  of  these  oils  are  now  obtainable,  the  work  can 
not  be  checked,  but  at  least  the  first  two  cuts  are  correct. 

7487.* 
Union  Oil  Company.     Kentuck  Lease.     "A"  WelL 

Gravity 25.3°  Beaum4   (0.9015  sp.  gr.) 

This  sample  of  oil  was  collected  and  analyzed  in  the  year  1895.     The  number  of 
the  well  from  which  the  sample  was  taken  is  not  given. 
Distillation. 

This  sample  was  distilled  dry,  from  a  glass  flask  or  retort,  but  no  details  as 
to  methods  are  stated. 

Below  150°  C 6.0  per  cent  64.4°  Beaum6 

150  to  200° 8.6  per  cent  54.2° 

200  to  250° 10.0  per  cent  44.0° 

250  to  300° 12.2  per  cent  35.7° 

300  to  350° 2.5  per  cent  31.6° 

Residue 60.7  per  cent  Not  recorded 

100.0  per  cent 

This  is  closely  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  10.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  4.6  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  16.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil r 33°  8.7  per  cent 

Residue    60.7  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

This  sample  should  be  compared  with  No.  4490. 

4490.  t 
Union  Oil   Company.     Kentuck  Claim.     Wells  No.  2  and  No.  3. 

Gravity 22.1°  Beaum6 

This  is  an  oil  of  a  blackish-brown  color,  somewhat  more  limpid  than  the  Razzle- 
Dazzle  oil,  but  of  the  same  sweet  and  aromatic  odor. 


♦Analysis  by  W.  L.  Watts. 
tAnalysis  by  J.   P.   P. 
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Distillation. 

A  sample  of  140  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 5.5  per  cent  GO. 8°  Beau m6 

Second  cut G.2  per  cent  52.1° 

Third  cut ll.G  per  cent  42.0° 

Fourth  cut 22.1  per  cent  33.5° 

Fifth  cut 48.7  per  cent  24.5° 

Fixed  carbon 5.9  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  lubricating  stock  from  this  oil  was  not  rerun.     On  calculation  of 

carbon  to  asphalt,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  shown: 

Gasoline G1.0°  Beaum6  6.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  G.O  per  cent 

Kerosene    42.0°  11.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33.0°  23.0  per  cent 

Lubricating  stock 24.5°  38.7  per  cent 

Asphalt    "D"  14.8  per  cent  or  51.9  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  crude  are  h-gh  in  quantity  for  an  oil  of 
this  gravity,  and  refine  readily  to  white  and  sweet  oils.  The  heavy  end 
of  the  oil  appears  to  be  very  similar  to  that  from  other  oils  of  this 
neighborhood,  and  of  little  value. 

7488.* 
California  Oil   Company   (now  Clampltt  Bros.).     Razzle-Dazzle  Wells. 

Gravity 18.9°  Beaum6   (0.9402  sp.  gr.) 

This  sample  was  collected  and  analyzed   in  the  year  1895.     The  number  of  the 
well  from  which  the  sample  was  taken  is  not  stated,  but  it  is  probable  that  the  oil 
was  the  average  from  the  four  wells  then  in  operation. 
Distillation. 

This  sample  was  distilled  dry,  from  glass  flask  or  retort,  but  no  details  as  to 
methods  are  given. 

Below   150°   C I Traces 

150  to  200° 7.3  per  cent  53.3°  Beaum6 

200  to  250° 9.5  per  cent  44.7° 

250  to  300° 11.3  per  cent  34.7° 

300  to  350° 2.9  por  cent  32.7° 

Residue G9.0percont  Not  recorded 

100.0  iier  cent 

This  is  closely  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline r)l°Boaum<5  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  10.0  percent 

Kerosene 42°  7.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  13.5  per  cent 

Residue    G9.0  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

•Analysis  by  W.  L.  Watts. 
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4487.* 

Clampitt    Brothers.     Razzle- Dazzle  Wells.     Average. 

Gravity   19.3°   Beaum^. 

This   is  a  brownish-black  oil   of  a  moderate  viscosity,   considerably  higher  than 
that  of  the  oils  farther  east  and  north.     The  odor  is  sweet,  but  decidedly  aromatic. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  140  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First   cut 5.5  per  cent  51.9°  Beaum6 

Second    cut    12.8  per  cent  41.4° 

Third  cut 10.2  per  cent  32.7° 

Fourth   cut   64.5  per  cent  23.1° 

Fixed  carbon 7.0   grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  carbon  was  calculated  to  "D"  asphalt  in  the  usual  manner,  and 
the  last  cut  reduced  in  a  stream  of  gas.  This  gives  the  following  com- 
mercial analysis: 

Gasoline 61.0°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  5.5  per  cent 

Kerosene    42.0°  12.0  per  cent 

Stove   oil   33.0°  11.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.4°  29.7  per  cent  )  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 16.1°  24.3  per  cent  S  23.1°— 54.0% 

Asphalt    "D"  17.5  per  cent  or  61.5  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil,  while  small  in  quantity,  are  at  least 
up  to  the  average  for  an  oil  of  this  gravity,  and  are  very  mild  and  sweet, 
and  of  good  colors,  after  treatment. 

The  lubricating  stock  reduced  to  a  stock  of  good  green  color,  which 
was  somewhat  mushy  with  paraffin,  though  much  less  so  than  the  stock 
from  the  lighter  oils.  This  reduced  stock  treated  out  to  an  engine  oil  of 
light-red  color  and  fine  green  outer  tone,  having  the  gravity  17.7°,  and 
a  viscosity  normal  to  the  gravity,  but  solidifying  at  65°  Beaume.  It  is 
probably  possible  to  handle  this  oil  in  the  crude  still  as  to  somewhat 
lower  the  cold  test  of  the  engine  oil,  though  this  would  be  high  at  the 
best. 

4465.* 

Union  Oil  Company.     Central  Claim.     Well  No.  3. 

Gravity 29.1°  Beaume 

This  is   a   fairly   limpid,   brownish-black   oil,   with   a   penetrating   and   somewhat 
aromatic,  but  not  sulfurous  odor.     In  spite  of  its  low  viscosity  it  shows  a  slight 
tendency  to  emulsify  with  water. 
Distillation, 

A  sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

•Anaylsis  by  J.  P.  P. 


SESPE  AND  HOPPER  CANON  WELLS.  Ill 

First  cut   8.9  per  cent  G1.9°  Beaum6 

Second    cut    8.8  per  cent  51.4° 

Third    cut    IG.l  per  cent  42.3° 

Fourth    cut   31.5  per  cent  33.0° 

Fifth  cut   29.4  per  cent  25.3° 

Fixed  carbon 5.3  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  lubricating  stock  from  this  distillation  was  too  small  in  quantity 

to  be  rerun.    After  calculation  of  the  asphblt,  the  following  commercial 

analysis  is  shown : 

Gasoline 61.0°  Beaum6  10.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  6.0  per  cent 

Kerosene    42.0°  19.5  per  cent 

Sto\e  oil  33.0°  30.0  per  cent 

Lubricating  stock 25.3°  21.2  per  cent 

Asphalt    "D"  13.3  per  cent  or  46.7  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  abnormal  j'ield  of  stove  oil  from  this  crude  is  caused  by  decom- 
Hosition,  which  has  also  affected  the  lubricating  stock  to  some  extent, 
and  would  be  lessened  in  steam  distillation.  Nevertheless,  the  stock 
appears  to  contain  too  much  amorphous  paraffin  to  be  of  much  value 
for  lubricants,  and  the  value  of  the  crude  lies  at  the  light  end.  The 
light  products  take  the  acid  only  fairly  well,  contrary  to  the  rule  with 
oils  from  this  territory. 

4477.* 
Union   Oil   Company.     Star  Claim.     Welis   No.  4  and   No.  5. 

Gravity  27.5°   Beaum^ 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid,  brownish-black  oil,  with  a  sweet  and  rather  pene- 
trating odor.     There  is  no  tendency  to  emulsification  with  water. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut  6.3  per  cent  62.9°  Beaum6 

Second   cut    7.0  per  cent  51.7° 

Third    cut    17.1  per  cent  42.1° 

Fourth   cut    12.0  per  cent  SS.O*" 

Fifth  cut 52.4  per  cent  28.4° 

Fixod    carbon   4.6  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 
•Anaylsis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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These  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

<3asoline 61.0°  Beaume  8.5  per  cent 

Engine   distillate    52.0°  2.5  per  cent 

Kerosene    42.0"  17.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil  33.0°  14.5  per  cent 

Fuel    distillate    31.0°  18.9  per  cent  )  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 18.7°  2G.G  per  cent  \  28.4° — 45.5% 

Asphalt    "D"  11.5  per  cent  or  40.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  crude  refined  only  fairly  well,  giving 
^'ood  sweet  odors,  but  only  fair  colors.  It  Avill  be  noted  that  the  yield 
■of  stove  oil  is  normal,  and  does  not  indicate  decomposition  of  the  heavy 
end,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Central  sample.  Still,  the  gravity  of  the  lubri- 
<?ating  stock  is  very  high,  and  while  the  reduced  stock  treats  out  to  a  red 
oil  of  very  fair  color,  this  solidifies  at  70°  F.,  which  would  indicate  that 
the  heavv  end  of  the  crude  is  of  little  value. 


4479.* 
Union  Oil  Company.     Hawkswing  Claim.     Well  No.  1. 

•Gravity 29.4°  Beaume 

This  is  a  brownish-black  oil,  slightly  less  limpid  than  the  preceding  samples,  with 
a,  sweet  and  rather  flat  odor. 
Distillatio7i. 

A  sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

¥irst  cut 9.0  per  cent  61.8°  Beaumg 

Second    cut    8.0  per  cent  51.9° 

Third    cut    14.0  per  cent  41.8° 

Fourth   cut   22.0  per  cent  33.0° 

Fifth  cut 40.6  per  cent  27.4° 

rixed  carbon 5.6  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  carbon  was  calculated  to  "D"  asphalt  in  the  usual  manner,  and 
the  last  cut  reduced  in  a  stream  of  gas.  This  gives  the  following  com- 
mercial analysis: 

Gasoline 61.0°  Beaum6  10.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  6.0  per  cent 

Kerosene    42.0°  16.0  per  cent 

Stove   oil    33.0°  20.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.8°  19.8  per  cent   /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock Solid  13.2  per  cent   ^  27.4°— 33.0% 

Asphalt    "D"  14.0  per  cent  or  49.1  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 


♦Anaylsis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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Tlie  light  products  from  this  crude  refined  readily,  the  test  acid  giving 
water-white  and  sweet  products.  The  stove  oil,  which  is  rather  large  in 
quantity,  was  rank,  and  evidently  burned.  The  lubricating  stock  was 
very  black,  after  reduction,  and  did  not  take  the  acid  well,  giving  a  dark- 
green  treated  product,  which  was  entirely  solid  up  to  nearly  100°  F. 


4491.« 
Union  Oil  Company.     Los  Angeles  Lease.     Wells  Nos.  4,  5  and  7. 

Gravity 30.3°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  limpid  oil  of  a  brownish-black  color,  and  a  sweet,  aromatic  odor. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  140  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 9.9  per  cent  63.2°  Beauna* 

Second    cut    8.0  per  cent  52.4° 

Third  cut 15.0  per  cent  42.0° 

Fourth  cut 21.2  per  cent  33.3° 

Fifth  cut 39.7  per  cent  28.1° 

Fi.xed  cai-bon 0.2  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  carbon  was  calculated  to  "D"  asphalt  in  the  usual  manner,  and 

the  last  cut  reduced  in  a  current  of  gas,  giving  the  following  commercial 

analysis : 

Gasoline 61.0°  Beaum6  13.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  3.0  per  cent 

Kerosene    42.0°  19.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33.0°  19.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 31.7°  19.2  per  cent 

Reduced  stock Pasty  11.3  per  cent 

Asphalt    "D"  15.5  per  cent  or  54.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  crude  treated  out  in  a  satisfactory 
manner,  giving  sweet  oils  of  at  least  fair  color.  The  lubricating  stock 
contains  too  much  paraffin  to  be  of  much  value,  and  breaks  down  a  good 
deal  in  distillation. 

7418.t 
Union  Oil  Company.     Los  Angeles  Lease.     Well  No.  7. 

Gravity 30.9°   Beaum6 

Viscosity  at  60°  F 2.79  Redwood  (water — 1) 

Viscosity  at  180°  F 1.06  Redwood   (water — 1) 

Flash  point Below  60°  F.,  Abel-Pensky  teat 

•Anaylsls  by  J.  P.  P. 
tAnalysIs  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
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Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c.  distilled  from  glass  still,  dry,  no  steam  or  gas. 

Below  212°   F 9.3  per  cent  68.4°  Beaum6 

212    to   302° 10.2  per  cent  53.7° 

302    to    392° 9.8  per  cent  45.2° 

392  to  482° 8.8  per  cent  39.1° 

482    to   572° 11.4  per  cent  33.4" 

572°   to  grade 34.9  per  cent  29.7° 

A.sphalt    13.2  per  cent  Grade  "D"   (about) 

Loss    2.4  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

This  is  roughly  equal  to  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline    Gl°  Beaume            19  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  19  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  12  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate  and  lubricants___  28°  35  percent  ( not  separated ) 

Asphalt 13  per  cent 

Lo.ss 22  per  cent 

100  per  cent 
Nothing  is  recorded  as  to  the  quality  of  the  products  from  this  oil. 
The  gasoline  runs  much  higher  than  in  No.  4491,  but  otherwise  the  two 
analyses  correspond  closely. 

5478.* 
Brownstone  Oil  and   Refining  Company.     Wells   Nos.  1,  2,  3  and  4. 

Gravity 25.5°  Beaum4 

This  is  a  limpid,  brownish-black  oil,  of  a  highly  sulfurous  odor.     It  shows  con- 
siderable tendency  to  emulsify  with  water. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  119  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 8.0  per  cent  58.6°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 6.3  per  cent  51.9° 

Third  cut 12.5  per  cent  42.0° 

Fourth  cut 11.1  per  cent  33.8° 

Fifth  cut 5.5.8  per  cent  25.6° 

Fixed  carbon 6.3  grams  per  100  c.a 


100.0  per  cent 

The  carbon  was  calculated  to  asphalt  in  the  usuiil  manner,  but  the 

lubricating  stock  was  not  reduced.     The  following  commercial  analysis 

is  shown : 

Gasoline 61.0°  Beaum6  5.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  12.0  per  cent 

Kerosene    42.0°  8.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33.0°  15.0  per  cent 

Lubricating  stock 25.6°  44.2  per  cent 

Asphalt "D"  15.8  percent  or  55.5  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

•Analysis  by  P.  W.  P. 


1 
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The  light  products  from  this  crude  take  treatment  readily,  and  give 
white  and  very  sweet  oils.  The  lubricating  s^tock  is  of  high  gravity  and 
low  viscosity,  and  is  probably  of  little  value. 

7486.* 
Union  Oil  Company.     Four   Forks  Claim.     "A"  Well. 

Gravity 22.2°  Beaum6   (0.019G  sp.  gr.) 

This  sample  of  oil  was  collected  and  analyzed  in  the  year  1895.     The  number  of 
the  well  from  which  the  sample  was  taken  is  not  given. 
Distillation. 

This  sample  was  distilled  dry,  from  a  glass  flask  or  retort,  but  no  details  as 
to  methods  are  given. 

Below  150°   C Traces 

150  to  200° 1G.9  per  cent  52.2°  Beaum6 

200  to  250° 1G.8  per  cent  44.9° 

250  to  300° 9.7  per  cent  37.3° 

300  to  350° G.O  per  cent  32.7° 

Ucsidiie    GO.O  per  cent  Not  recorded 

100.0  per  cent 

This  is  closely  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline    Gl°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  7.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  2G.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  G.O  per  cent 

Residue    60.5  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

5479.t 
Cosmopolitan  Oil  Company.     Udall  Lease.     Well  No.  2. 

Gravity ., 34.5°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  very  limpid,  brownish-colored  oil,  with  a  mild  and  ethereal  odor.     It  is 
the  lifrhtpst  crude,  so  far  as  is  known,  produced  in  the  Sespe  country. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  80  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First   cut   20.7  per  cent  G1.0°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 20.7  per  cent  41.7° 

Third  cut 1G.5  per  cent  29.6° 

Fourth  cut 30.3  per  cent  17.7° 

Fixed  carbon 2.8  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  volume  of  lubricating  stock  from  this  run  was  too  small  for  redis- 

•Analysls  by  W.  L.  Watts. 
tAnalysis  by  J.  P.  V. 
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tillation.     The  carbon  was  calculated  to  "D"  asphalt,  giving  the  follow- 
ing commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61.0°  Beaum6  30.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  None 

Kerosene    42.0°  20.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33.0°  10.0  per  cent  (approximately) 

Lubricating  stock 17.7°  33.0  per  cent 

Asphalt "D"  7.0  per  cent  or  24.6  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  first  two  cuts  I'rom  this  crude  were  pale  and  sweet,  and  took  treat- 
ment very  readily.  The  third  cut  had  a  most  unusual  ethereal  and  acetic 
odor,  which  was  practically  unchanged  by  treatment.  The  lubricating 
stock  was  of  good  color,  and  as  will  be  noted,  had  an  unusually  low 
gravity  for  an  oil  run  in  this  manner,  and  a  corresi)ondingly  high  vis- 
cosity.   No  paraffin  was  noted  in  this  stock. 

The  absence  of  52°  distillate  from  this  crude  is  due  simply  to  the  fact 
that  the  gasoline  started  at  so  high  a  gravity,  that  all  the  52°  had  to 
be  fed  into  this  cut  to  bring  the  average  down  to  61°.  By  cutting  off 
the  top  of  the  gasoline,  a  normal  yield  of  52°  could  be  had. 

5485.* 
White  Star  Oil  Company.     Wells  Nos.  4  and  5. 

Gravity 33.7°  Beaum6 

This   is   a   moderately   limpid,   brownish-black  oil,   with   a   mild   odor.     At   about 
60°  F.  it  sets  to  a  jelly-like  consistency,  by  the  separation  of  amorphous  paraflSn. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  100  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 19.8  per  cent  61.0°  Beaume 

Second  cut 10.2  per  cent  52.0° 

Third  cut 15.6  per  cent  38.0° 

Fourth  cut 19.8  per  cent  32.8° 

Fifth  cut 28.8  per  cent  Solid 

Fixed  carbon 5.8  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

The   lubricating   stock   was   not   redistilled.     Carbon   calculated   to 

asphalt  as  usual,  giving  the  following  commercial  analysis  for  the  crude : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaum§  20.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  10.0  per  cent 

Kerosene   42°  11.0  per  cent  (approximately) 

Stove  oil 33°  25.0  per  cent 

Lubricating  stock Solid  19.5  per  cent 

Asphalt : "D"  14.5  per  cent  or  50.9  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

♦Analysis  by  P.  W.  P. 
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The  light  products  from  this  crude  treat  out  to  good  colors  and  odors, 
?nd  are  of  entirely  satisfactory  quality.  The  lubricating  stock,  if  it 
may  be  so  called,  was  a  stiff  paste,  but  even  more  of  a  jelly  than  is  usual 
with  these  oils  carrying  amorphous  paraffin  It  is,  of  course,  entirely 
valueless  for  the  manufacture  of  lubricants  in  the  ordinary  manner. 
The  difference  between  the  behavior  of  this  crude,  and  that  from  the 
Cosmopolitan  wells  of  nearly  the  same  gravity,  is  very  striking. 

HOPPER  CANYON  WELLS. 

The  earlier  wells  in  Hopper  Canon  were  drilled  many  years  ago,  and 
appear  to  be  located  in  broken  ground  adjacent  to  a  main  north  and 
south  fault,  which  has,  in  a  general  way,  determined  the  location  of  this 
canon.  Later  work  has  been  done  to  the  south  and  east  of  the  old  wells, 
resulting  in  fairly  good  yields  of  lighter  oil,  apparently  from  forma- 
tions in  place,  and  at  a  greater  depth.  Little  is  recorded  as  to  the  old 
wells,  which,  however,  are  of  no  very  great  interest  at  the  present  time. 

San  Cayetano  Oil  Company — Oil  King  Company.  The  most  north- 
erly well  in  this  canon  was  drilled  by  the  San  Cayetano  Oil  Company, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  main  caiion,  in  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  1. 
This  well  was  drilled  in  1900,  was  600  feet  deep,  and  yielded  some  gas, 
but  no  oil.  Later  this  property  was  leased  to  the  Oil  King  Company,, 
who  drilled  two  wells,  oh  the  west  side  of  the  canon,  and  in  the  south- 
west quarter  of  the  section.  The  numbers  of  these  wells  are  uncertain, 
but  the  more  northerly  was  only  160  feet  deep,  and  the  southern  600. 
Neither  is  known  to  have  yielded  any  oil. 

Sunset  Oil  Company.  The  wells  of  the  Sunset  Oil  Company  of  Los 
Angeles  are  all  on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  12.  The  first  of  these 
wells  was  drilled  in  1889,  and  the  balance  soon  thereafter.  No.  1  was  a 
spoiled  hole  at  900  feet.  No.  2  is  a  producer  at  300  feet,  No.  3  was  a  dry 
hole,  depth  not  known.  No.  4  is  a  producer,  and  something  over  1000 
feet  deep.  No.  5  was  abandoned.  No.  6  is  a  700-foot  producer,  and 
No.  7  produces  from  the  600-foot  level.  No.  8  was  a  dry  hole,  depth 
not  recorded.  No.  9  is  a  700-foot  producer.  No.  10  was  abandoned  at 
700  feet  because  of  shifting  sand,  and  No.  11  at  the  same  depth,  as  a 
dry  hole. 

The  five  producing  wells  pump  by  heads,  making  some  seven  barrels 
of  a  black  oil  approximating  14°  Beaume. 

Buckhorn  Oil  and  Transportation  Company — C.  C.  Harris  Oil  Com- 
pany. The  former  company  originally  owned  and  operated  a  group  of 
seventeen  shallow  welLs,  lying  in  the  turn  in  Hopper  Caiion,  on  the  west 
half  of  northwest  quarter  of  section  13,  and  the  east  half  of  northeast 
quarter  of  section  14.  These  wells  lie  on  both  sides  of  the  canon,  and 
eight  of  the  seventeen  are  still  on  the  jack,  and  making  a  small  amount  of 
heavy  oil.    The  records,  so  far  as  now  obtainable,  are  as  follows: 
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No.  1,  a  spring-pole  hole,  drilled  in  1884  to  a  depth  of  85  feet  only. 
This  hole  produced  in  all  800  barrels  of  a  12°  oil,  then  choked  and  was 
abandoned. 

No.  2,  drilled  in  1887,  depth  90  feet— producing. 

No.  3,  drilled  in  1887,  abandoned  because  of  crooked  hole  at  150  feet, 
with  some  oil. 

No.  4,  drilled  in  1888.    A  200-foot  water  well. 

No.  5,  drilled  in  1888  to  a  depth  of  450  feet.  This  well  was  originally 
good  for  40  barrels  per  day. 

No.  6,  drilled  in  1888,  crooked  hole  at  150  feet. 

No.  7,  drilled  in  1888,  crooked  hole  at  250  feet. 

No.  8,  drilled  in  1888,  a  producer  of  very  heavy  oil  at  400  feet. 

No.  9,  abandoned,  no  data. 

No.  10,  abandoned,  no  data. 

No.  11,  producer,  no  data. 

No.  12,  drilled  in  1889,  producer,  less  than  100  feet  deep. 

No.  13,  drilled  in  1889,  a  400-foot  producer. 

No.  14,  a  250-foot  water  well. 

No.  15,  drilled  in  1889,  depth  900  feet,  initial  production  10  barrels. 

No.  16,  depth  1100  feet,  initial  production  30  barrels  of  17°  oil. 

No.  17,  depth  700  feet,  abandoned. 

These  welLs  are  now  the  property  of  the  C.  C.  Harris  Oil  Company. 

H.  G.  Cates  Estate  ha.s  four  producing  and  two  drilling  wells.  No.  1 
is  just  east  of  the  old  holes,  was  drilled  in  1904,  is  1400  feet  deep,  and 
is  a  producer.  No.  2,  north  of  No.  1,  was  drilled  in  1908  to  a  depth  of 
1500  feet,  and  is  a  producer.  No.  3  is  near  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
northwest  quarter,  was  drilled  in  1909,  and  is  a  producer  at  about  1500 
feet.  No.  5  is  southeast  of  No.  3,  was  drilled  in  the  same  year,  and  is  a 
producer  at  2222  feet.  No.  7,  in  the  northeast  quarter  of  this  section, 
is  drilling. 

Ibex  Oil  Company.  This  company  has  two  drilling  wells,  No.  6, 
near  the  northeast  corner  of  the  southwest  quarter,  and  No.  8,  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  section  12. 

C.  C.  Harris  Oil  Company — Boulder  Creek  Land  &  Oil  Company. 
The  hole  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  24 
was  drilled  by  the  C.  C.  Harris  Oil  Company  in  1911.  This  well  is  a 
producer  at  960  feet,  and  is  said  to  be  doing  25  barrels  daily.  The 
lease  and  well  have  lately  passed  to  Boulder  Creek  Land  &  Oil  Company. 

Bradley  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  two  wells  on  the  Canon 
claim,  the  west  half  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  13.  No.  1,  near 
the  southeast  corner  of  this  tract,  was  drilled  in  1900,  and  is  a  dry  hole 
at  1100  feet.  No.  2,  on  the  west  line  of  the  section,  and  the  east  side  of 
the  caiion,  was  drilled  in  1901,  and  is  a  dry  hole  at  800  feet. 
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St.  Louis  Oil  Company.  In  1901  this  company  drilled  a  1000-foot 
hole  on  the  north  side  of  Toms  Canon,  near  the  southwest  corner  of 
section  14.    This  hole  is  reported  to  have  been  quite  barren. 

Buckhorn  Oil  and  Mining  Company.  On  the  Shirley  Wilson  tract, 
the  east  half  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  23,  in  the  hills  west  of 
Hopper  Canon.  No.  1,  300  feet,  dry  hole;  No.  2,  280  feet,  dry  hole; 
No.  3,  800  feet,  with  some  gas. 

United  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  in  the  year  1902,  in  the 
hills  facing  the  Santa  Clara  Valley,  west  of  the  mouth  of  Hopper  Canon. 
This  well  is  said  to  be  1200  feet  deep,  and  is  variously  reported  to  have 
been  a  dry  hole,  and  to  have  shown  some  oil. 

Southland  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company,  drilled  in  1900, 
is  on  the  east  side  of  Fairview  Canon,  just  north  of  the  south  line  of 
section  22.  This  well  is  something  over  1000  feet  deep ;  it  is  reported  as 
a  dry  hole. 

Other  reports  state  that  this  well  is  only  600  feet  deep.  It  is  flowing 
water  and  traces  of  black,  very  heavy  oil. 

Union  Oil  Company  of  California.  About  1893  this  company  is  said 
to  have  drilled  a  well  of  considerable  depth  in  Fairview  Caiion.  This 
hole  can  not  now  be  located. 

Tapo  Oil  Company.  This  corporation  are  reported  to  have  drilled 
in  the  years  1901  and  1902,  on  the  northeast  ciuarter  of  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  13,  4-19,  just  northeast  of  the  Fortuna  wells  (Buck- 
horn  Oil  and  Transportation  Company).  This  well  can  not  now  be 
located. 

QUALITY    OF    HOPPER    CASON    OILS. 

All  the  Hopper  Canon  oils  are  of  a  heavy  fuel  grade,  running  from 
14°  to  15.5°  Beaume.  TJiese  oils  closely  resemble  San  Joaquin  Valley 
oils  of  the  same  gravity,  giving  a  large  yield  of  asphalt,  and  of  lubri- 
cants, the  latter  being  of  high  viscosity  and  cold  test. 

Under  present  market  conditions,  none  of  these  oils  can  be  considered 
refining  oils.  As  produced  they  contain,  as  a  rule,  considerable  water, 
which  does  not  emulsify,  but  settles  readily  on  heating. 


5467. • 
Sunset  Oil   Company.     Wells   No.  6  and   No.  9. 

Gravity 14.0°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  moderately  viscous  oil,  of  a  brownish  color,  and  with  a  sweet  and 
slightly  sulfiirous  odor.  This  oil  is  somewhat  less  viscous  than  a  Valley  oil  of 
corresponding  gravity. 


•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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Distillation. 
A  sample  of  130  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  two  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  continued  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut  G.5  per  cent  39.3°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 13.4  per  cent  30.3° 

Third  cut GO.l  per  cent  10.2° 

Fixed  carbon 11.0  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

Last  fraction  of  distillate  rerun  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  carbon  cal- 
culated to  asphalt.     This  gives  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61.0°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  None 

Kerosene    42.0°  3.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil   33.0°  17.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 28.7°  21.0  per  cent    /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 13.2°  31.5  per  cent    ^  19.2°— 52.5% 

Asphalt    "D"  27.5  per  cent  or  9G.5  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  small  quantity  of  kerosene  was  of  fair  color  only,  and  the  stove 
oil  had  a  sour  odor,  which  treatment  did  not  much  improve.  The  lubri- 
cating stock  was  of  low  gravity  and  excellent  color,  and  broke  down 
very  little  in  distillation.  The  reduced  stock  was  also  of  good  color, 
and  viscous,  but  on  treatment  the  viscosity  broke  badly,  and  the  red 
oil,  at  a  gravity  of  15.9°  Beaume,  was  much  below  the  viscosity  normal 
to  that  weight.  As  the  percentage  of  asphalt  is  rather  low,  this  oil  is, 
on  the  whole,  of  little  refining  value. 


5468.» 

Aloha    Oil    Company.     Center   Wells. 

Gravity 15.2°  Beaum§ 

This  is  a  brownish  oil,  of  a  viscosity  rather  low  for  this  gravity.     The  odor  is 
very  sweet. 

Distillation. 

A  sample  of  150  eg.,  distilled  from  copper,  first  cut  dry,  last  cut  in  a  current 
of  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 10.5  per  cent  31.0°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 81.0  per  cent  21.0° 

Fixed  carbon 5.8    grams  per  100  c.c. 

Loss    1.8  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 


•Analysis  by  P.  "W.  P. 
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Second  cut  was  reduced  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  carbon  calculated  to 
asphalt  in  the  usual  manner,  giving  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline Gl.O"  Beaum4         None 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  None 

Kerosene    42.0"  None 

Stove  oi'   33.0°  8.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.0°  25.3  per  cent    )  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 14.7°  52.2  per  cent    (  21.0°— 77.5% 

Asphalt    "D"  14.5  per  cent  or  50.9  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  lubricating  stock  was  of  low  gravity,  good  color,  and  fair  vis- 
cosity, and  gave  a  reduced  stock  of  the  same  properties.  The  red  oil 
was  of  rather  deep  color,  with  a  high  viscosity  and  low  cold  test,  and  of 
16.2°  Beaume.  The  percentage  of  asphalt  is  very  low  for  an  oil  of 
this  gravity,  and  undoubtedly  accounts  for  the  unusually  low  viscosity 
of  the  crude. 

5477.» 

Aloha   Oil   Company.     Wells   Nos.   1,  2  and  3. 

Gravity 15.1°   Beaum4 

This  is  a  more  viscous  oil  than  No.  54GG,  is  even  more  brownish  in  color,  and  has 
the  same  sickening  sweet  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  in  a  current  of  gas.     Distillation 
carried  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut   5.2  per  cent  33.0°  Beaumfi 

Second    cut    87.2  per  cent  21.8° 

Fixed  carbon 7.G  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

Second  cut  reduced  in  a  stream  of  gas.  and  carbon  calculated  to 

asphalt  in  the  usual  manner,  giving  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61.0°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  None 

Kerosene    42.0°  None 

Stove   oil   33.0°  5.2  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 20.4°  30.3  percent    |  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 14.5°  45.5  per  cent    i  21.8° — 75.8% 

Asphalt "D"  19.0  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

This  oil  shows  a  little  more  asphalt  than  the  preceding  sample,  though 
the  yield  is  still  very  low  for  an  oil  of  this  gravity.  The  lubricating 
stock  is  of  good  color  and  odor,  and  gives  a  reduced  stock  of  low  gravity 
and  high  viscosity.     These  oils  are  free  from  paraffin. 

•Analysis  liy   J.    P.    P. 
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7420.* 

C.   C.   Harris  Oil   Company.     Fortuna   No.   15. 

Gravity 14.6°  Beaumg 

Viscosity  at  180°  F 4.20°    Redwood 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  glass  flask,  without  the  use  of  steam  or  gas. 

Below  392°  F 5.9  per  cent  32.6°  Beaumg 

392  to  482" 15.3  per  cent  27.5° 

482  to  572° 6.0  per  cent  

572  to  grade— a 23.7  per  cent  22.9° 

572  to  grade— b 16.7  per  cent  20.4° 

Asphalt 23.0  per  cent  Grade  doubtful 

Loss 0.1  per  cent 

Water 9.3  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

Eliminating  the  water,  this  is  roughly  equivalent  to  the  following 

eommercial  analysis : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  6.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate  and  lubricants 22°  68.0  per  cent    (not   separated) 

Asphalt 26.0  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

It  will  be  noted  that  even  when  distilled  in  this  manner,  the  worst 
possible  for  the  preservation  of  the  lubricating  stook,  this  is  still  of  a 
very  low  gravity.  The  freedom  from  decomposition  of  these  crudes  is 
probably  due  to  lack  of  paraffin. 

♦Analysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

THE  BARDSDALE  WELLS. 

Townships  3-20  and  3-19. 

The  only  developments  in  these  townships  are  the  group  known  as 
the  Bardsdale  wells,  in  sections  11  and  12,  3-20,  and  in  6  and  7  in  3-19, 
with  a  few  prospect  holes  scattered  along  the  Santa  Clara  face  of  the 
ridge,  east  and  west  of  these. 

The  hills  known  as  Oak  Ridge  rise  quite  abruptly  on  the  south  side 
of  Santa  Clara  Valley,  but  are  less  precipitous  than  are  the  hills  fur- 
ther east.  The  south  side  of  these  hills,  that  is,  the  side  toward  Simi 
Valley,  is  rounded  and  rolling,  but  the  Santa  Clara  side  is  steep  enough 
to  make  access  difficult  except  through  the  canons. 

The  formations  of  the  main  ridge  dip  very  uniformly  to  the  south, 
I.  e.,  to  the  Simi  side,  to  which  fact  is  due  the  more  gentle  slope  of  this 
face.  These  formations  crop  in  the  higher  faces  along  a  line  closely 
parallel  to  the  south  line  of  the  Sespe  tract,  but  somewhat  further  to 
the  south,  roughly  half  a  mile.  The  foot  of  these  cliffs  is  covered,  but 
it  appears  likely  at  least  that  this  line  represents  a  long  and  profound 
fault,  upthrust  at  the  south  side,  and  extending  across  both  townships. 

North  of  this  fault  line  the  formation  dips  to  the  north  and  disap- 
pears beneath  the  valley  wash,  but  at  a  less  angle.  This  north-dipping 
formation  is  of  later  age  than  that  to  the  south,  and  of  softer  rock, 
and  we  thus  have,  over  most  of  this  distance,  a  secondary  chain  of  low 
rounded  hills  lying  against  the  foot  of  the  higher  and  more  rugged  hills 
into  which  the  south-dipping  rocks  are  carved.  This  arrangement  bears 
a  general  similarity  to  an  anticline,  as  we  have  two  sets  of  strata  dipping 
away  from  each  other,  but  as  the  apparent  arch  is  faulted  down  its 
axis,  and  one  of  its  limbs  raised  much  above  the  other,  the  anticlinal 
structure  proper  is  lacking,  and  the  rules  normally  applying  to  such 
structure  do  not  follow  here. 

Tiicse  wolls  are  all,  so  far  as  known,  in  the  north-dipping  formation, 
and  the  opposite  limb  is  not  known  to  be  productive,  within  the  limits 
of  this  township.  As  it  is  productive,  however,  a  little  further  to  the 
cast  (see  Torrey  wells),  it  is  by  no  means  impossible  that  it  may  be  at 
this  point  also. 

Bardsdale  Wells. 

The  Union  Oil  Company  of  California  have  been  operating  this  ter- 
ritory for  many  years,  and,  with  the  exception  of  two  later  companies, 
the  Bardsdale  Crude  Oil  Company  and  the  Lapp-Giford  Company,  are 
the  owners  of  all  the  productive  wells  in  this  group.  INIany  prospect 
wells  have  been  drilled  around  this  small  group  of  producers,  but  so 
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far  the  efforts  to  extend  have  resulted  in  failure.     The  list  of  these 
developments  is  as  follows: 

Union  Oil  Company  of  California — Robertson  Tract.  On  this  tract 
the  Union  Oil  Company  has  fourteen  wells,  all  but  one  of  which  are 
producers.  No.  1  was  drilled  in  1896,  and  was  abandoned  when  finished, 
though  depth  and  reasons  for  abandoning  are  not  known.  No.  9  was 
drilled  in  1897,  and  is  750  feet  deep.  No.  10,  drilled  in  the  same  year, 
is  1240  feet  deep.  No.  12,  drilled  in  1898,  is  1320  feet  deep,  No.  13  is 
1565  feet  deep,  and  No.  14,  drilled  in  1899,  is  1040  feet  deep.  The  pro- 
duction of  these  wells  is  not  known,  but  is  not  large.  The  oil  is  of  good 
quality. 

Unio7i  Oil  Company  of  California — Grimes  Tract.  On  this  tract, 
the  east  half  of  the  east  half  of  section  12,  are  nine  wells,  six  of  which 
are  producers.  No.  1,  drilled  in  1896,  is  a  producer  at  595  feet.  No.  3, 
drilled  in  1897,  was  abandoned  when  drilled.  No.  5,  drilled  in  1898,  is 
1265  feet  deep,  and  is  not  known  to  have  ever  produced.  No.  7  was 
drilled  in  1897,  and  was  probably  a  failure,  as  there  is  no  record  of  its 
having  been  on  the  pump.  No.  9,  drilled  in  1898,  is  a  producer  at  1345 
feet. 

The  earliest  record  of  the  production  of  the  group  of  wells  covering 
the  Robertson  and  Grimes  tracts,  with  one  on  the  Burson,  is  for  1900, 
v.hen  tAventy-four  wells  were  reported  to  be  making  approximately  6000 
barrels  per  month,  or  slightly  over  eight  barrels  per  day  per  well.  In 
1911  this  same  group,  consisting  now  of  twenty  producers,  was  said  to  be 
making  in  the  neighborhood  of  3000  barrels  per  month,  or  an  average 
of  five  barrels  per  day  per  well.  Considering  the  age  of  these  wells,  this 
slight  rate  of  decrease  is  rather  remarkable,  even  for  Ventura  County. 

Union  Oil  Company  of  California — Santa  Susana.  In  1899  the 
Union  Oil  Company  drilled  on  this  lease,  now  operated  by  the  Lapp- 
Gifford  Company.  This  hole  was  dry  at  1830  feet — it  is  not  spotted 
on  the  map,  as  it  can  not  be  located,  though  shown  on  the  records. 

Union  Oil  Company  of  California — Bookhout.  A  well  drilled  by 
the  Union  on  this  tract,  now  operated  by  the  Bardsdale  Crude  Oil  Com- 
pany in  1892.  It  was  1700  feet  deep,  and  is  recorded  "not  much  oil": 
at  any  rate,  it  never  produced.  Its  location  in  relation  to  the  present 
producing  wells  can  not  be  learned. 

John  Irwin  Oil  Company.  This  corporation,  a  sub-company  of  the 
Union  Oil  Company  of  California,  drilled  on  the  Omega  tract,  the  south- 
west quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  1,  3-20.  This  well  was 
1100  feet  deep,  and  was  abandoned  on  account  of  water,  without  finding 
any  oil. 

Alger  &  Gilmore.     A  partnership  under  this  name  drilled  on  the 
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Balcom  tract,  in  the  flat,  near  the  west  line  of  section  9,  3-20,  in  1903. 
This  well  was  1200  feet  deep,  and  did  not  find  any  oil. 

F.  0.  ^¥ood  is  drilling  in  Sulphur  Canon,  on  the  Miles  Balcom  farm, 
in  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  10,  3-20.  In  March,  1912,  this  well 
was  reported  to  be  2000  feet  deep. 

Santa  Paula  Home  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  two  wells 
en  property  of  E.  C.  Converse,  Jr.,  in  section  23,  3-21,  in  the  year  1901. 
No.  1  was  abandoned  at  1000  feet,  with  no  oil,  but  a  large  amount  of 
water.    No'.  2  was  stopped  at  about  600  feet  for  financial  reasons. 

Oak  Ridge  Oil  Company.  Has  a  hole  of  unknown  depth  in  the 
northeast  quarter  of  section  14,  3-21.  In  February,  1912,  this  rig  had 
been  suspended  for  some  time. 

Bardsdale  Crude  Oil  Company.  This  company  has  eight  shallow 
Avells,  all  producers,  on  the  Bookhout  tract,  southwest  quarter  of  north- 
west quarter  of  section  12,  3-20.  The  records  for  these  wells  are  as 
follows:  No.  1,  drilled  in  1894,  580  feet.  No.  2,  drilled  in  1900,  649 
feet.  No.  3,  drilled  in  1901,  550  feet.  No.  4,  same  year,  425  feet.  No.  5, 
same  year,  450  feet.  No.  6,  same  year,  660  feet.  No.  7,  same  year,  630 
feet.  No.  8,  drilled  in  1909,  depth  1550  feet.  This  well  is  a  much 
larger  producer  than  any  of  the  foregoing,  being  rated  at  a  twenty- 
barrel  output. 

Lapp-Gifford  Company,  Inc.  This  company  has  three  producers 
and  three  drilling  wells  on  the  Santa  Susana  lease,  the  northeast  quarter 
of  the  southwest  quarter  and  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  12,  3-20.  No.  1  was  drilled  in  1902  by  the  Peter 
Patterson  Oil  Company,  and  is  610  feet  deep.  No.  2  is  504  feet  deep, 
and  No.  3,  705  feet  deep.  Both  the  latter  were  drilled  in  the  same  year 
and  by  the  same  company. 

Bell  Oil  Company.  The  Lapp-Gifford  lease  has  now  passed  to  the 
Bell  Oil  Company,  which  has  drilled  three  wells  and  is  now  working 
on  a  fourth.  Well  No.  4  is  a  producer  at  2200  feet.  No.  5,  at  1800  feet, 
and  No.  6,  at  500  feet.  Well  No.  7  was  drilling  at  900  feet  at  the  end 
of  March,  1912. 

Peter  Patterson  Oil  Company.  Beside  the  three  wells  above  men- 
tioned, this  company  also  drilled  a  hole  in  the  Minnesota  claim,  the 
south  half  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  11.  3-20.  This  hole  was 
drilled  in  1900,  but  tlie  results  are  not  reported. 

West  Iluasna  Oil  Company.  This  company  is  reported  to  have 
leased  the  Omega  claim,  the  southwest  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter 
of  section  1,  3-20,  and  to  be  drilling,  in  June  of  the  current  year.  This 
company  had  previously  operated  in  the  Huasna  country  in  San  Luis 
Obispo  County,  and  in  the  western  extension  of  the  Santa  ilaria  field. 
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In  IMarch,  1912,  this  hole  was  reported  as  a  ten-barrel  producer  at 
about  1900  feet. 

Montebello  Oil  Company.  This  company  has  a  deep  hole,  reported 
to  be  3100  feet  deep,  on  the  E.  Burson  tract,  the  west  half  of  the  south- 
west quarter  of  section  6,  3-19.  This  hole  has  made  some  oil  of  high 
gravity,  but  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  producer. 

Hardly  Able  Oil  Company.  Immediately  north  of  the  foregoing,  a 
well  was  drilled  many  years  since.  This  hole  is  reported  to  have  been 
dry  at  somewhere  about  800  feet. 

Union  Oil  Company  of  California — Burson.  On  the  same  tract,  the 
Union  Oil  Company  drilled  two  wells  in  1898  and  1899.  No.  1  is  a 
small  producer  at  1230  feet.  No.  2,  just  to  the  east,  is  1399  feet: 
abandoned. 

Merchants  and  Traders'  Oil  Company.  On  the  same  tract,  but  on 
the  east  line,  and  about  three  eighths  of  a  mile  north,  an  abandoned 
well.  This  well  was  drilled  in  1903,  and  was  a  dry  hole  at  some  seven 
hundred  feet. 

Bardsdale  Oil  Company  of  Pomona.  On  the  Lysle  place,  just  to  the 
northeast  of  the  foregoing,  this  company  drilled  a  hole  in  1901.  Depth 
something  over  seven  hundred  feet;  never  produced. 

Capital  Crude  Oil  Company.  On  the  Climax  claim,  in  the  north- 
east corner  of  section  7.  Depth  not  known,  a  small  producer,  now  being 
pumped  by  the  Union  Oil  Company  in  connection  with  the  Grimes  wells. 
An  abandoned  well  a  short  distance  to  the  east  w^as  probably  drilled  by 
the  same  parties,  but  no  data  is  available. 

Bardsdale  Canon  Oil  Company.  Two  wells  on  the  Elkins  tract,  sec- 
tion 7.  No.  1  is  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter,  was 
drilled  in  1901,  to  760  feet,  and  was  abandoned  on  account  of  water 
without  finding  oil.  No.  2  is  on  the  northeast  quarter  of  northwest 
quarter,  was  drilled  in  1902,  and  was  abandoned  at  1000  feet  with  a 
trace  of  oil. 

Grimes  &  Son.  A  hole  on  the  north  or  east  side  of  Grimes  Canon, 
on  the  northwest  quarter  of  southw-est  quarter  of  section  7,  is  credited 
to  Grimes  &  Son,  and  is  said  to  be  about  400  feet  deep. 

Central  Union  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  is  on  the 
Shiells  place,  the  north  half  of  section  4,  and  is,  therefore,  to  the  east 
of  the  developments  above  mentioned.  This  well  was  drilled  in  1901, 
and  was  a  dry  hole  at  800  feet. 

Mo7itehello  Oil  Company.  This  company  has  lately  developed  some 
rather  remarkable  territory  on  the  Shiells  tract,  section  4,  3-19.  Here 
they  have  eight  producing  wells  and  one  drilling  (March,  1912),  only 
a  short  distance  south  of  the  old  Central  Union  hole.    But  little  can  be 
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learned  as  to  the  depths  and  productiveness  of  these  wells.  No.  5  is 
said  to  be  267  feet  deep,  and  to  be  steadily  producing  80  barrels  per 
day — this  well  flowed  when  brought  in.  No.  15  is  said  to  be  but  160 
feet  deep,  and  to  be  good  for  85  barrels  per  day.  One  of  these  wells, 
however  (probably  No.  6),  is  reported  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of 
1800  feet  deep,  and  to  produce  even  lighter  oil  than  the  shallower  wells. 
The  production  from  these  wells  approximates  28°  gravity. 

Calumet  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company,  in  the  northeast 
quarter,  southwest  quarter  section  3,  3-19,  was  2250  feet,  drilling  in 
March,  1912.    No  oil  yet  reported. 

Union  Oil  Company  of  California — Guiberson.  This  company  drilled 
in  1901  on  the  Wanda  Guiberson  tract,  on  the  east  side  of  Guiberson 
Caiion,  and  just  east  of  the  west  line  of  section  2,  3-19.  This  hole  was 
spoiled  at  1200  feet,  and  abandoned  without  finding  oil. 

Erie  Oil  Company.  Just  south  of  the  foregoing,  the  Erie  Oil  Com- 
pany, drilled  in  1902.    Depth  reported  at  1600  feet — no  oil. 

QUALITY    OF    THE    BARDSDALE    OILS. 

The  oils  of  this  group  show  a  strong  resemblance  to  each  other  in 
appearance,  being  all  of  a  black  color,  but  not  very  opaque,  are  very 
thin  and  limpid,  having  a  sweetish  and  rather  mild  odor. 

On  analysis,  also,  they  show  a  strong  resemblance,  and  evidently  come 
from  one  set  of  sands,  it  being  probable  that  the  upper  sand  from  which 
the  Bardsdale  Crude  wells  Nos.  1  to  7  produce  is  a  stray,  containing 
seepage  from  the  lower  sand.  Eliminating  these  wells,  all  the  samples 
show  a  striking  uniformity  of  gravity,  ranging  only  from  27.6°  to  29.3° 
Beaume. 

The  gasoline  in  all  these  oils  runs  high  in  quantity  and  also  in  starting 
point,  this  latter  feature  causing  the  yield  of  engine  distillate  to  be  small 
or  absent.  The  wide  boiling  range  of  the  gasoline  thus  cut  somewhat 
depreciates  it  for  the  most  particular  trade,  though  it  is  still  entirely 
marketable.  The  kerosene  fraction  is  normal,  as  is  the  stove  oil  in  all 
but  one  sample,  that  from  Bardsdale  Crude  No.  8.  This  oil,  run  under 
strictly  normal  conditions,  breaks  down  so  greatly  at  the  beginning  of 
llio  lubricating  cut  as  to  give  a  very  high  yield  of  stove  oil. 

The  lubricating  stock  from  all  these  oils  cracks  very  readily,  and 
is  in  nil  cases  solid  with  paraffin,  and  therefore  of  little  value,  as  the 
])ararfin  does  not  erystalli/(\  and  so  cannot  be  j)ressed  out.  The  asphalt 
percentage  is  normal  for  oils  of  this  gravity. 

These  oils  are  notably  dissimilar  to  any  other  oils  produced  in  Ventura 
county,  being  more  like  the  crudes  of  Santa  IMaria,  the  latter  showing 
the  same  high  sulphur  percentage,  large  gasoline  and  small  engine-dis- 
tillate yield,  and  the  same  tendency  to  paraffin  in  the  lubricating  stock. 
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While  the  yield  of  naphthas  from  these  crudes  is  good,  they  are  not  well 
rounded  refining  oils,  because  of  the  failure  of  the  heavy  end  of  the  oil. 

5470.* 

Bardsdale   Crude   Oil   Co.     Well    No.   8. 

Gravity 27.7°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  limpid,  very  black  oil,  with  a  mild  and  sweet  odor.  The  well  from  which 
this  sample  was  taken  is  considerably  deeper  than  the  other  wells  on  this  lease. 

An  average  sample  from  the  seven  shallow  wells  was  considerably  more  viscous, 
but  had  the  characteristic  color  and  odor.  The  gravity  of  this  sample  was  19.8° 
Beaum4. 

Distillation. 

A  sample  of  150  cc,  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First   cut   12.7  per  cent  G1.2°  Keaume 

Second    cut    7.0  per  cent  50.5° 

Third    cut    8.0  per  cent  42.0° 

Fourth    cut    41.3  per  cent  32.9° 

Fifth   cut   25.4  per  cent  21.4° 

Fixed  carbon 5. G  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0 

The  lubricating  stock  from  this  distillation  was  too  small  in  quantity 

to  be  re-run.     After  calculation  of  the  asphalt,  the  following  commercial 

analysis  is  shown : 

Gasoline    61.1°  Beaume  13  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  5  per  cent 

Kerosene   42°  12  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  39  per  cent 

Lubricating  stock 21.4°  17  per  cent 

Asphalt    "D"  14  per  cent  or  47  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100  per  cent 

The  yield  of  stove  oil  from  this  crude  is  most  remarkable,  and  is 
evidently  due  to  severe  decomposition  of  the  lubricating  stock.  This  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  distilling  conditions  were  quite  normal. 

The  light  products  refine  fairly  well,  to  fair  colors  and  very  sweet 
odors.  The  asphalt  is  normal  for  an  oil  of  this  gravity.  What  remains 
of  the  lubricating  stock  is  thick  with  amorphous  paraffin,  and  apparently 
valueless. 


♦Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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Union    Oil    Company   of   California.      Robertson    No.    2. 

Gravity 27.6'  Beaum<5 

Viscosity  at  60°  F. 7.43    Redwood  (water— 1) 

Viscosity  at  180°  F. 1.51    Redwood  (water — 1) 

Flash  point Below  G0°  F.,  Abel-Pensky  test 

Sulfur 1.74  per  cent  by  weight 

Thermal  value 18,871  British  thermal  units 

Distillation. 

A  sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  a  glass  still,  without  steam  or  gas. 

Helow  212°  F. 8.9  per  cent  08.9°  Bonume 

212  to  .•',02° lO.G  per  cent  53.9° 

:',02  to  392° 8.7  per  cent  44.7° 

:t92  to  482° 7.3  per  cent  37.9° 

482  to  572° 15.5  per  cent  32.2° 

572°   to  grade 29.0  per  cent  29.5° 

Asphalt     10.9percent  Grade  "D"   (about) 

Loss     ^ 3.1  per  cent 


100.0 


This  is  closely  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

<;asoIine    61°  Beaum6  18  per  cent 

Engine  distillate   ___! 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  17  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  14  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate  and  lubricants 29.50  19  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt    "D"  29  per  cent  or  102  lbs.  per  bbl. 

Lo.ss  -_ 3  per  cent 


100  per  cent 

The  hardness  of  the  asphalt  is  not  stated,  and  the  quantity  is  so  large 
for  an  oil  of  this  gravity  as  to  make  it  probable  that  it  was  softer  than 
the  standard.  The  lubricating  stock  in  this  distillation  is  evidently  very 
badly  cracked. 

4480.* 
Union    Oil    Company    of    California.     Robertson,    west    end    wells,    mixture. 

<iravity 29.5°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  limpid  oil,  of  a  very  black  color,  with  a  mild,  sweet  odor. 

Distillation. 

A  sample  of  150  c.c,  was  distilled  from  copper,  without  gas  or  steam.     Run 
was  interrupted  at  the  end  of  the  stove-oil  cut,  and  asphalt  not  determined. 

First    cut   13.3  per  cent  62.7°  Benumb 

Second  cut 7.3  per  cent  52.3° 

Third  cut __^ 10.4  per  cent  41.9" 

Fourth  cut 15,7  per  cent  .32.4° 

Rcsidiif.  fnel  oil   53.3  per  cent  

100.0 


•Analysis   by   II.    N.   Coojior 
•Analysis  by  J.  V.  P. 
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These  figures  give  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaum^  IG  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52"  2  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  15  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  14  per  cent 

Fuel  residue 53  per  cent 

100 

This  crude  gives  a  much  smaller  yield  of  stove  oil  than  No.  5470,  and 
tioes  not  break  down  so  badly.  Like  most  of  the  paraffin-carrying  oils, 
however,  the  stove  oil  cut  shows  some  signs  of  decomposition  of  the 
crude.  The  residue  from  this  run  contains  much  paraffin,  and  is  of  a 
butter-like  consistency. 

The  gasoline  starts  very  high,  and  gives  61°  gasoline  with  a  very  wide 
distilling  range,  which  is  objectionable  for  particular  Avork.  The  light 
oils  treat  out  well. 

2442.t 

Union    Oil    Company    of    California.     Grimes    No.    1. 

Gravity 28.0°  Beaum<i 

This  is  a  limpid,  black  oil,  of  a  sweet  odor.  The  viscosity  at  C>0°  F.  is  13.6  by  the 
Engler  test. 

Distillation. 

A  sample  of  100  c.c,  distilled  from  glass,  to  a  temperature  of  518°  F.  Residue 
reduced  to  asphalt  by  open  evaporation,  and  the  weight  corrected  (factor 
—  X  0.8)  for  oxidation  during  evaporation.     The  original  figures  are: 

Below  212°  F 5.0  per  cent        /    «.„„.„ 

212  to  302°  F 7.9  per  cent        ^61.6Beaum# 

302  to  518°  F 20.5  per  cent  43.4° 

Residue  above  518°  F 66.6  per  cent  16.5° 

100.0  per  cent 

The  gravity  of  this  residue  is  rather  high,  considering  the  temperature 
at  which  the  crude  was  run,  and  indicated  paraffin  in  the  residue.  After 
evaporation  to  asphalt,  and  calculation,  the  above  figures  are  approxi- 
mately equal  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaume  14.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  21.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil  and  lubricants 44.5  per  cent  ( not  separated ) 

Asphalt    "D"  20.5  per  cent  or  72  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

tAnalysls  by  E.   N.   Moor. 
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4476.» 
Union    Oil    Company    of   California.     Grimes,    east    end   wells. 

Grnvily    27.7°  Beaum^ 

This  is  a  limpid  oil,  of  a  blackish  color,  aud  a  mild  and  sweet  odor. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  150  c.c,  was  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in 
a  current  of  inert  gas.     Distilled  to  dryness. 

First  cut 13.4  per  cent  (j3.(j°  Beaum^ 

Second  cut S.2  per  cent  52.4° 

Third  cut 0.7  per  cent  42.4° 

Fourth  cut 17.0  per  cent  .32.'>° 

Fifth   cut   44.0  per  cent  20.4° 

Fixed  carbon 7.1  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0 

The  carbon  was  calculated  to  "D"  asphalt  in  the  usual  manner, 

and  the  last  cut  reduced  in  a  stream  of  gas.     The  above  figures  give 

approximately  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline    01°  Beaume  17.5  per  cent 

Engine   distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  IS.O  per  cent 

Stove  oil [iS°  13.2  per  cent 

J^iiel   distillate   30.5°  18.2  per  cent )  Slop   distillate 

Reduced   stock 17.8°  15.5  per  cent  |  20.4°— 3.3.7  per  cent 

Asphalt   "D"  17.8  per  cent  or  02  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0 

The  light  end  of  this  oil  refined  only  fairly  well,  giving,  with  the 
test  acid,  products  of  only  fair  color  and  odor,  the  latter  in  particular 
being  rather  sharp  and  penetrating.  The  yield  of  stove  oil  is  low,  and 
does  not  indicate  the  decomposition  of  lubricating  stock  noted  iu  the 
oils  frcm  farther  west  in  this  group. 

The  lubricating  stock  is  of  only  fair  viscosity,  but  of  good  color,  and 
gives  a  reduced  stock  of  satisfactory  color,  and  quite  solid  with  paraffin 
at  60°  F.  This  treats  out  to  a  red  oil  of  deep  red  color  and  fair  outer 
tone,  with  a  cold  test  above  70''  F.,  and  therefore  of  little  commercial 
value.     Even  the  fuel  distillate  from  this  oil  shows  some  paraffin. 

The  light  end  of  this  oil  runs  high  in  gasoline,  and  is  therefore  of 
value.     The  usefulness  of  the  heavv  end  is  verv  doulitful. 


•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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4488.« 
Union   Oil   Company  of  California.     Grimes   No.   9. 

Gravity    28.3°    Beaum6 

This  is  a  limpid  oil,  of  a  dead  black  color,  and  mild  odor. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distilled  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 13.2  per  cent  63.2°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 5.8  per  cent  .52.2° 

Third  cut 15.6  per  cent  42.6° 

Fourth  cut 13.6  per  cent  33.4° 

Fifth  cut  46.7  per  cent  23.6° 

Fixed  carbon   5.1  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  last  cut  was  reduced  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  the  carbon  calculated 
to  asphalt  in  the  usual  manner.  This  gives  the  following  commercial 
analysis : 

Gasoline    61°  Beau  me  16.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene   42°  21.0  per  cent 

Stove    oil    33°  10.0  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate 29.9°  21.8  percent^  Slop   distillate 

Reduced  stock Solid  18.5  per  cent  1-23.6°— 40.3  per  cent 

Asphalt   "D"  12.7  per  cent  J  or  45  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0 

The  light  products  from  this  crude  treat  well,  to  good  colors,  and 
sweet,  very  mild  odors.  The  lubricating  stock  is  strongly  sulfurous,  but 
gives  a  sweet  reduced  stock,  of  good  color,  but  entirely  solid  with  par- 
affin  at  normal  temperatures.  The  red  oil  made  from  this  stock  by  the 
standard  acid  treatment  is  pale  red,  with  a  good  green  outertone,  and  a 
gravity  of  20.8°,  the  viscosity  being  rather  low.  This  latter  quality, 
however,  cannot  be  observed  at  ordinary  temperatures,  as  the  oil  has  a 
cold  test  above  75°  F.,  setting  to  a  thick  paste. 

•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

MODELO,  TORREY,  EUREKA,  AND  TAPO  WELLS. 

Townships  4-18  and  3-18. 

These  townships  contain  four  groups  of  producing  wells,  and  a  num- 
ber of  scattering  prospect  holes,  some  of  which  have  been  more  or  less 
productive.  The  producing  groups  are — the  Modelo  wells  on  sections 
7  and  8,  on  the  north  side  of  the  valley ;  the  Eureka  wells  and  the  Tapo 
wells,  in  the  north-dipping  formation  on  the  south  side  of  the  valley, 
and  the  Torrey  wells,  which  are  higher  in  the  hills,  and  on  the  forma- 
tion which  dips  beneath  the  Simi  Valley.  Many  prospect  wells  have 
been  drilled  on  Rancho  Temescal ;  in  the  hills  to  the  east ;  in  the  Nigger 
Canon  territory;  to  the  west  of  the  Eureka  and  Torrey  wells;  and  on 
the  Simi  Rancho ;  but  with  the  exception  of  three  wells  of  late  date  on 
the  latter,  with  little  encouragement  to  the  present  time. 

Modelo  and  Temescal  Wells. 

Piru  Creek  takes  its  rise  in  the  high  mountains  to  the  north,  and 
flows  with  a  generally  southern  direction  to  the  Santa  Clara  River.  This 
stream  is  a  winter  torrent,  almost  disappearing  in  summer,  and  occupies 
approximately  the  center  line,  north  and  south,  of  the  Temescal  Rancho, 
which,  indeed,  covers  but  its  valley  and  the  low  hills  adjacent  thereto. 
East  and  west  of  the  ranch  the  hills  are  high  and  rough,  brush  covered, 
and  comparatively  waterless. 

Modelo  Oil  Company.  The  wells  of  this  company  are  located  at  the 
crest  of  an  east  and  west  anticline,  dipping  sharply  in  both  directions, 
and  plunging  toward  the  east.  The  apex  of  this  anticline  appears  to 
coincide  with  the  upper  portion  of  Modelo  Canon,  but  though  this  for- 
mation is  plainly  visible  on  the  surface  for  some  distance  both  east  and 
west  of  this  group  of  Avells,  it  has  not  yet  been  shown  that  produc- 
tion extends  any  further  in  either  direction  than  the  present  limits  of 
this  small  group  of  wells.  It  should  be  said,  however,  that  no  consistent 
testing  has  ever  been  done  in  either  direction. 

The  first  wells  of  this  company  were  drilled  in  1898,  and  operations 
were  carried  on  up  to  1903,  since  which  time  no  new  work  has  been  done. 
Wells  Nos.  1  and  2  were  producers  at  something  over  600  and  800  feet, 
respectively.  No.  3  was  not  drilled.  Nos.  4  to  7  produced  at  750  feet, 
680  feet,  935  feet,  and  980  feet,  respectively,  these  six  wells  ranging 
from  six  to  twelve  barrels  daily  production.  No.  8  is  the  well  farthest 
to  the  east,  and  was  abandoned  on  account  of  flowing  water,  but  the 
depth  is  not  known — this  is  unfortunate,  as  the  location  of  this  well  is 
such  as  to  have  shown  something  as  to  an  eastern  extension,  if  the  hole 
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was  carried  to  a  sufficient  depth.  No.  9  was  also  abandoned,  reason  not 
known.  No.  10  was  a  producer  at  1050  feet,  No.  12  at  1103  feet,  while 
Nos.  11  and  13  were  not  drilled.  Nos.  14  and  15  are  860  feet  each,  and 
are  producers,  No.  16  is  a  producer  at  800  feet,  and  No.  17  at  735  feet, 
these  wells  running  about  nine  barrels  each  daily  production.  No.  18, 
drilled  in  1901,  was  a])andoned  at  1100  feet — as  this  well  is  practically 
surrounded  by  producers,  it  is  probably  a  spoiled  hole.  No.  19  was 
drilled  in  December,  1910,  while  Nos.  20,  23,  25,  and  27  had  not  been 
drilled.  No  21  is  a  producer  at  1250  feet,  and  No.  22  at  1150  feet. 
No.  24  also  produces  at  1320  feet — these  three  wells  range  around 
nine  barrels  daily  capacity  each.  No.  26.  drilled  in  1902,  was  aban- 
doned at  1310  feet — this  well  is  the  farthest  to  the  north,  and,  therefore, 
farthest  down  the  north  limb,  and  could  hardly  be  considered  a  com- 
pleted hole  at  this  depth.  No.  28  is  a  producer  at  1250  feet,  and  No.  29 
at  1420  feet,  these  wells  being  rated  at  twelve  barrels  per  day  each.  As 
No.  29  is  farthest  to  the  northwest,  and  these  two  wells  are  probably 
the  best  producers  on  the  lease,  there  are  no  indications  of  the  produc- 
ing limits  of  this  group  having  been  reached,  at  least  to  the  west  and 
south. 

This  group  of  wells  is  located  on  a  high  and  steep  hill,  and  operations 
are  difficult  for  that  reason.  Indeed,  the  upper  wells  are  not  reached 
by  road,  but  are  served  by  a  cable  railway-  which  raises  material  and 
supplies  from  the  cafion  to  the  more  northerly  wells.  The  formations 
penetrated  are  hard  and  stand  up  well,  and,  aside  from  the  rather  steep 
pitch  of  the  formation,  no  great  difficulties  appear  to  be  experienced  in 
drilling. 

Hutton  &  Compaitij.  The  two  wells  shown  on  section  7,  4 — 18,  in 
the  southeast  and  southwest  quarters,  respectively,  were  hand-dug  holes, 
put  down  about  the  time  the  first  ]\Iodelo  wells  were  drilled.  These 
holes,  where  were  but  a  few  feet  in  depth,  developed  several  gallons 
per  day  each  of  an  oil  generally  resembling  the  ]\Iodelo  oil,  but  consid- 
erably heavier.  It  has  been  thought  that  these  holes  locate  the  out- 
crop of  the  south  limb  of  the  Modelo  anticline. 

Slocum  &  Comijany.  This  company,  which  formerly  operated  the 
Slocum  wells  in  Santa  l*aula  Caiion,  was  drilling  in  the  later  months 
of  1910,  in  the  southeast  corner  of  section  8.  4-18,  on  what  appears  to  be 
an  extension  of  Modelo  anticline.  In  February,  1912,  this  well  was 
cementing  at  about  1100  feet,  and  was  flowing  water  with  a  little  oil. 
It  is  reported  that  this  well  found  several  thin  layers  of  pay  sand,  con- 
taining an  oil  slightly  lieavier  than  the  average  ^lodelo  oil,  but  that 
these  sands  were  hard  and  close  grained,  and  therefore  of  small  pro- 
ductiveness. 
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lUiu  Oil  tt  Land  Cunipany.  This  oompany,  which  owns  tht-  mineral 
lights  to  tho  entire  Tenieseal  Ranch,  has  drilled  either  five  or  seven 
wells,  some  of  whidi  obtained  some  oil,  Ijut  none  of  which  are  at  present 
producing.  The  little  information  which  can  he  had  as  to  these  wells 
is  ;us  follows : 

Wells  Nos.  1  and  L!  were  diillcd  in  1000.  No.  1  is  located  between  the 
i-oad  and  the  creek,  within  the  present  bounds  of  the  Piru  Monarch 
lease.  This  w«>ll  was  drilled  to  a  total  depth  of  1195  feet,  and  is  said 
to  have  found  (iroducing  sands  at  432  feet,  840  feet,  and  1035  feet. 
The  water  was  not  shut  off,  and  the  well  is  now  flowing  a  little  rather 
heavy  oil,  and  when  |)uinped  is  cai)able  of  doinir  perhaps  two  barrels 
per  day. 

Well  No.  2  was  located  west  of  the  ]\Iodelo  Canon  road,  in  the  south- 
west quarter  of  section  16.    This  well  was  a  dry  hole  at  1220  feet. 

Well  No.  3  was  in  Blanchard  Canon,  in  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  0.  This  well  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  1680  feet,  and  had  some 
<»il  and  gas,  but  it  is  said  that  water  broke  in  and  could  not  be  shut  otl". 

Well  No.  4  was  Ileal-  the  center  of  the  south  line  of  the  same  section. 
This  well  was  spoiled  at  a  depth  of  1420  feet,  and  found  no  oil. 

Well  No.  5  was  in  iNlodelo  Canon,  in  the  northwest  corner  of  .sec- 
lion  IG.    This  hole  was  dry  at  1250  feet. 

Two  later  wells  ai-e  reported,  but  these  can  not  now  l)e  located,  and 
it  is  possible  that  tiic  records  have  been  confused.  No.  G  is  said  to  have 
been  located  on  the  hills  south  of  Ilolser  Caiion,  to  have  been  about  1000 
feet  deep,  and  to  have  found  a  little  oil  at  some  four  or  five  hundred 
feet.  Xo.  7  is  said  to  have  been  drilled  some  twelve  miles  north  of 
Pirn,  and  probably  near  the  noitli  line  of  the  ranch,  in  1903.  No 
information  can  l)e  had. 

Two  or  three  wells  arc  known  to  have  been  drilled  on  this  ranch  at  a 
much  earlier  date,  probably  before  1885,  hut  only  the  scantiest  notices 
i  re  now  available. 

United  Oil  tl*  Miniiu/  CnHipiiiiii.  This  com|)an.\  opcraled  in  1909 
and  lf)lO  on  a  lease  from  Piru  Oil  and  Land  Com|)an>.  in  the  south- 
«  astern  coiticr  of  Tcnicscal  Kancho.  Well  No.  1  of  this  company  was 
Iftcated  near  I'iru  No.  1.  and  was  drilled  to  700  leet.  At  about  400  feet 
a  thin  sand,  of  some  two  feet  thickness,  was  found,  and  from  this  the 
well  produced  about  two  bai-rcls  per  day  of  an  oil  of  20    gravity. 

.\'o.  2  was  jieai-  the  southeast  corner  of  section  Ki,  and  was  carried 
to  a  depth  of  something  like  1500  feet.  At  slight  depth  a  thin  sand, 
producing  mcdimii-iii-adc  oil,  was  found,  and  near  the  bottom  of  the 
hole  several  streaks  producing  gas  and  a  little  oil,  said  to  be  38"  gravity. 
These  sands,  however,  were  thin  and  very  hard,  and  the  well  was  never 
brought  to  production.  The  proi)erty  was  abandoned  in  the  current 
year,  when  Xo.  3  ba<l  reached  but  a  slight  depth. 
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Pint  Monarch  Oil  Company.  In  1911  the  above  property  passed  to 
the  Piru  Monarch  Oil  Company,  who  continued  Avell  No.  2  (now  Pirn 
Monarch  No.  1)  to  a  depth  of  1740  feet.  This  well  now  makes  2^  barrels 
of  37°  oil  daily,  the  oil  being  of  a  very  peculiar  quality. 

Well  No.  3  (now  Piru  Monarch  No.  2)  is  now  drilling  at  1170  feet. 
with  the  water  shut  off.  The  hole  is  full  of  water,  but  is  showing  con- 
siderable gas  and  some  oil. 

Berkeley  Oil  Company.  On  the  south  side  of  Leckler  Canon,  near 
the  east  line  of  section  1,  4-18.  This  well  was  drilled  in  1901,  and 
abandoned  at  750  feet,  with  two  strings  of  tools  in  the  hole  and  no  indi- 
cations of  oil. 

Crown  King  Oil  Company.  This  company  was  drilling  in  Septem- 
ber, 1910,  on  the  north  side  of  Holser  Canon,  in  section  12,  4-18. 

Bamona  Home  Oil  Company.  This  company  was  also  drilling  in  a 
branch  caiion  south  of  Holser  Caiion,  near  the  east  line  of  section  13,  in 
the  same  month.  In  February,  1912,  this  well  was  1300  feet  deep,  and 
was  having  some  trouble  with  crooked  hole. 

Ramona  Oil  Company.  This  well  was  drilled  in  1901,  in  the  west 
half  of  west  half  of  section  13.  It  was  something  over  900  feet  deep ;  no 
results  were  reported. 

Nuevo  Camulos  Oil  Company.  This  well  is  located  near  the  west  line 
of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  14,  4-18,  and  was  drilled  in  1900. 
At  880  feet  this  hole  is  said  to  have  been  entirely  barren. 

These  three  holes  are  all  near  the  apex  of  the  first  ridge  north  i»f 
Santa  Clara  Valley,  and  were  reached  from  the  north  because  of  the 
steep  pitch  of  this  face  of  the  ridge.  They  appear  to  be  on  formation 
with  a  south  dip,  which  shows  some  seepages  further  to  the  south — on 
fractional  sections  23  and  24.  It  is  more  than  possible  that  all  three 
of  these  wells  were  back  (north)  of  at  least  such  sands  as  outcrop. 

Santa  Ana  Oil  Company.  This  company,  which  also  drilled  in  the 
San  Joaquin  Hills,  near  Newport,  and  in  the  Elsmere  division  of  the 
Newhall  field,  has  an  abandoned  hole  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  section 
18,  4-18.  This  well  w^as  drilled  in  1900,  and  is  said  to  have  been  a  dry 
hole  at  600  feet. 

Nettleton  &  Kellerman  Oil  Company.  This  company,  who  also 
operated  at  NewhaU,  drilled  three  wells  just  east  of  the  foregoing. 
These  wells  were  put  down  in  1900  and  1901. 

No.  1  would  have  made  a  small  producer  at  some  300  feet,  perhaps  two 
or  three  barrels  per  day,  of  a  heavy  black  oil  of  some  14°  Beaume.  It 
was  carried  to  a  total  depth  of  1640  feet,  but  found  no  oil  below  this 
shallow  sand,  and  finally  went  into  salt  water. 

No.  2  was  located  some  300  feet  in  a  generally  northerly  direction 
from  No.  1,  and  was  a  drj'  hole  at  about  800  feet. 
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No.  3  was  located  some  300  feet  southeast  of  No.  1.  This  well  found 
what  appeared  to  be  the  same  sand  met  in  No.  1.  but  at  a  depth  of  500 
feet,  and  was  then  carried  to  800  feet  without  finding  any  further  oil. 

During  1910  these  wells  were  rigged  for  pumping,  to  furnish  fuel  for 
rigs  in  the  neighborhood,  and  are  said  to  have  developed  about  one  half 
barrel  per  day  each,  steady  production. 

Colonia  Oil  Company  of  Oxnard,  Cal.  In  November,  1900,  this 
company  was  drilling  not  far  south  of  the  Nettleton  &  Kellerman  Avells. 
and  had  then  reached  a  depth  of  1300  feet. 

Ventura  Oil  Development  Company.  At  the  same  time  this  com- 
pany was  drilling  two  wells,  No.  1  west  of  the  Nettleton  &  Kellerman 
wells,  and  No.  2  about  one  half  mile  to  the  northwest,  and  far  up  the 
hill.  At  that  time  they  had  reached  depths  of  700  feet  and  1000  feet, 
respectively,  and  were  not  operating.  In  February,  1912,  No.  1  had 
been  carried  to  1500  foot  without  a  discovery,  and  botli  wells  wore  shut 
down. 

Eureka  Wells. 

South  Pacific  Oil  Company.  These  wells  are  located  about  one  half 
mile  above  the  mouth  of  Eureka  Canon,  and  are  on  north-dipping  for- 
mation, or  possibly  immediately  in  the  zone  of  crushing.  This  view, 
which  is  based  on  the  close  proximity  to  the  outcrops  of  strata  dipping 
to  the  south,  and  parallel  to  those  in  which  the  Torrey  wells  are  drilled, 
is  borne  out  by  the  great  irregularity  in  depth,  and  the  scattering 
nature  of  the  production. 

The  earlier  wells  wore  drilled  by  the  Eureka  Oil  Company,  thi-  first 
work  having  been  done  in  about  1893.  No  work  has  now  been  done  for 
many  years,  and,  as  little  pains  have  been  taken  to  keep  these  wells  in 
condition,  they  make  considerable  water,  which,  however,  settles  freely. 
The  records  are  very  scattering,  but  are  here  given,  so  far  as  they  can 
be  had. 

The  fir.st  six  wells  are  all  producers,  the  depths  (at  present)  being: 
No.  1,  180  feet;  No.  2,  725  feet;  No.  3,  600.  feet;  No.  4,  250  feet;  No.  5, 
300  feet ;  No.  6,  380  feet.  No.  7  was  abandoned  at  280  feet  on  account 
of  sand  and  water ;  No.  8  for  reasons  not  know-n  at  470  feet ;  No.  9  at 
600  feet;  No.  10  at  650  feet.  No.  11  was  a  spoiled  hole  at  650  feet. 
No.  12  is  a  producer  at  400  feet,  and  No.  13  at  375  feet.  No.  14  is  aban- 
doned, depth  not  known.  No.  15  is  a  producer  at  300  feet,  and  No.  16 
was  abandoned  at  700  feet  on  account  of  water.  No.  17  is  also  an 
abandoned  hole;  while  Nos.  18  and  19  are  producers,  depths  not  known. 
No.  20  was  abandoned  on  account  of  lost  tools;  No.  21  is  said  to  have 
been  deeper  than  the  other  wells  and  to  have  had  no  oil,  and  No.  22 
was  also  a  dry  hole,  though  depth  of  nono  (if  these  is  recorded. 
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The  three  wells  to  the  south,  Nos.  18,  19,  and  22,  are  plainly  in  the 
Torrey  formation,  and  would  indicate  that  a  strip  along  the  south  side 
of  this  tract  would  be  productive.  The  total  daily  production  of  this 
lease  is  said  to  approximate  fifty  barrels,  which  is  probably  much  less 
than  its  possible  capacity,  if  the  wells  now  drilled  could  be  put  in 
proper  working  condition.  The  formation  encountered  in  drilling 
these  wells  is  said  to  have  been  much  less  regular  than  is  usually  the 
case  in  this  vicinity,  and  much  water  was  found. 

Ventura  Coast  Oil  Company.  This  company  operated  in  1910  in  a 
branch  canon  south  of  the  river,  and  not  far  from  the  Eureka  wells. 
This  hole  is  said  to  have  been  650  feet  deep,  and  had  had  some  oil,  though 
it  was  abandoned  because  of  water. 

McCray  Bros.  Oil  Company.  This  company  is  said  to  have  drilled 
in  the  first  cailon  east  of  Torrey  Canon,  and  just  in  the  edge  of  the 
hills,  some  years  since.  This  well  is  reported  to  have  been  a  dry  hole  at 
about  1200  feet.    It  was  located  well  out  on  the  north  dip. 

This  company  also  drilled  three  wells  on  the  south  dip,  west  of  the 
Torrey  Cafion  wells,  on  fractional  section  5.  No  record  can  be  found 
of  the  first  hole ;  No.  2  is  said  to  have  been  1200  feet  deep,  and  No.  3 
about  1600  feet,  and  both  entirely  barren.    This  work  was  done  in  1900. 

Tapo  Canon  Wells. 

Tape  Canon  wells — Union  Oil  Company — TJios.  R.  Bard — Warring 
Bros. — F.  E.  Good.  Only  very  scattering  information  can  be  had  as 
to  the  group  of  old  wells  in  the  flat  near  the  mouth  of  Tapo  Cafion. 
The  first  well  at  this  location  seems  to  have  been  drilled  by  Thcs.  R. 
Bard  in  1882.  Mr.  Bard  is  said  to  have  maintained  a  small  refinery  at 
this  point,  where  asphalt  and  other  products  were  made  from  the  output 
of  this  well.  This  well  is  said  to  have  l)eeii  a  little  ovor  'M)0  fcpt  deep, 
and  has  been  long  abandoned. 

During  the  next  ten  years  the  property  passed  through  several  hands. 
First,  Warring  Brothers*  drilled  three  wells,  later  three  more  were 
drilled  by  Hardison  &  Stewart.  In  1893  the  property  was  absorbed  by 
the  Union  Oil  Company,  who  drilled  four  welLs.  Nothing  is  known  as 
to  the  depths  or  the  productions  of  any  of  these  wells,  except  in  a 
very  general  way,  but  they  were  quite  shallow,  and  made  but  a  small 
amount  of  oil. 

Shortl}'  after  this  the  lease  was  taken  over  by  ]Mr.  h\  E.  Good,  who 
drilled  seven  wells,  six  of  which  are  now  producing.  These  wells  were 
deeper,  averaging  about  1050  feet.  It  itj  reported  that  when  the  prop- 
erty was  taken  over  by  Good,  the  eleven  wells  existent  at  that  time  did 
not  produce  enough  oil  to  run  a  drilling  rig.  The  lease  and  all  the 
welLs  wen'  afterward  sold  hack  to  the  Fnion.  and  in  1000  the  six  welLs 
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then  pumping  were  reported  to  be  making  about  300  barrels  i)er  month 
in  all.     The  present  output  from  these  old  wells  is  very  small. 

In  1910  the  driliinj;  rights  on  this  property  were  transferred  to  the 
Camulos  Oil  and  Development  Company,  the  surface  being  retained  by 
the  Newhall  Land  and  Farming  Company,  and  the  pumping  rights  on 
the  old  wells  by  the  Union  Oil  Company.  The  Camulos  company 
drilled  a  shallow  well,  and  at  the  same  time  subleased  a  portion  of  the 
tract  to  the  Canadian  Queen  Oil  Company  and  to  C.  F.  Grundy,  both 
of  whom  drilled.  The  well  of  the  (jrcat  West  Oil  Company,  now  drill- 
ing, is  on  a  sublease  of  a  portion  of  the  same  tract. 

The  formation  on  which  the  old  wells  are  located  seems  to  tlip  lo  the 
north  and  a  litllc  west,  and  th(^  shallowest  wells  are  therefore  those  to 
the  southea^st.  The  depths  of  the  string  from  No.  12  to  No.  16  are  said 
to  show  a  consistent  dip  to  the  northwest,  but  it  is  not  entirely  certain 
whether  these  wi^Us  are  actually  on  the  north  dip,  or  on  broken  ground. 

The  Canadian  Queen  well  went  far  deeper  than  the  deepest  of  the  old 
wells,  and  evidently  drew  its  oil  from  lower  sands.  It  was  expected 
that  the  Grundy  well  would  show  these  sands,  but  at  a  depth  of  1900 
feet  this  hole  was  practically  barren. 

Canadian  Queen  Oil  Company.  On  the  Tapo  Ranclio,  northeast  and 
a  short  distance  from  Union  No.  16,  is  the  well  of  the  Canadian  Queeu 
Oil  Company  of  Los  Angeles.  This  well  was  drilled  in  1910  to  a  depth 
slightly  in  excess  of  2000  feet.  A  considerable  yield  of  a  light  black 
oil,  quite  different  from  that  of  the  old  wells,  was  had  near  the  bottom 
of  the  hole,  but  an  excessive  amount  of  water,  which  could  not  be  shut 
off,  made  tht;  operation  of  the  well  quite  difficult.  It  was  not  being 
j>ump(;d  at  last  report,  though  it  had  made  at  times  as  high  as  one 
hundred  barrels  per  day,  a  very  unusual  production  for  the  territory. 

Camulos  Oil  and  Development  Company.  In  November.  1910.  this 
company  was  drilling  at  160  feet  near  the  Canadian  Queen  well. 

Grundtj  Oil  Cotnpainj  (not  incorporated).  A  hole  drilled  l)y  Mr.  C.  F. 
Grundy  of  Los  Angeles,  in  the  southeast  i|uarter  of  section  36,  4—18, 
is  usuall,\'  ci-editt'd  to  the  (Jrundy  Oil  Conipaiix'  or  tlie  Pacitic  Auto- 
mobile Company.  This  well  was  drilb'j  in  I'MI.  was  1!I0()  feet  deep, 
and  found  no  oil.     It  is  abandoned. 

Great  West  Oil  Company.  South  of  the  old  Tapo  wells,  ami  iti  the 
southwest  quartei-  of  the  section,  the  Great  West  Oil  Company  is  drill- 
ing. In  February.  1912.  this  well  is  reported  to  be  1050  feet  tieep.  and 
to  have  found  some  very  light  oil. 

McGuirc  Tract.  No  information  can  be  had  as  to  the  two  wells  on 
the  McCiuin;  tracl  in  section  1,  3-lS.  They  are  believed  to  be  shallow. 
<lry  holes. 
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Torrey  Canon  Wells. 

Union  Oil  Company  of  California — Torrey.  On  this  tract  there  are 
fifty-six  wells,  all  but  three  or  four  of  which  are  believed  to  be  pro- 
ducers. The  opinion  of  parties  who  were  originally  concerned  in  the 
development  of  this  tract  is  that  the  limit  has  been  reached  on  the 
north,  and  possibly  on  the  west,  but  not  to  the  south  and  east.  These 
wells  are  entirely  located  on  the  south  dip,  and  depths  increase  with 
some  rapidity  in  that  direction,  up  to  a  maximum  of  some  2000  feet. 
The  only  record  available  as  to  these  wells  is  of  the  work  done  in  the 
years  1898  and  1899.  This,  however,  while  it  covers  only  a  portion 
of  the  work,  probably  gives  a  fair  idea  of  the  depths  to  which  the  holes 
in  this  group  are  carried. 

No.    1— drilled  in  1896  to  500  feet ;  deepened  in  1899  to  1010  feet. 

No.    5— deepened  in  1898  to  1855  feet,  but  plugged  at  1620  feet. 

No.    6— deepened  in  1898  to  1070  feet. 

No.    7— depth  1600  feet. 

Xo.    8— deepened  in  1899  from  670  foot  to  1250  fert.  later  to  1750 
feet. 

No.    9 -depth  1400  feet. 

No.  10— depth  1600  feet. 

No.  11— depth  1600  feet. 

No.  12— depth  1300  feet. 

No.  13— deepened  in  1898  to  1325  feet. 

No.  17— depth  1750  feet. 

No.  22— depth  1110  feet. 

No.  23— depth  724  feet. 

No.  24— depth  940  feet. 

No.  25— depth  1260  feet,  deepened  to  1750  fe.'t. 

No.  26— depth  1140  feet. 

No.  27— depth  1455  feet. 

No.  28— depth  1352  feet. 

No.  29— depth  1550  feet. 

No.  30— depth  1570  feet. 

No.  32— depth  1965  feet. 

No.  33— depth  1890  feet. 

Xo.  34— depth  1450  feet.  Int.M-  deepened  to  1850  r.'.i. 

No.  35— depth  1145  feet. 

No.  36— depth  1400  feet. 

No.  39— depth  1400  feet. 

No.  43— depth  2000  feet. 

No.  47— depth  2000  feet. 

No.  49— depth  2000  feet,  dry  hole. 

Xo.  50— depth  2000  feet.  Avater  only. 

No.  56 — depth  2500  feet,  water  and  oil,  not  produced. 


Looking   up   Eureka    Canon   Toward   Tapo   Wells. 


Torrey  Canon,  Ventura  County. 


MOIJHLO.    TOKHEY,    ELKKKA,    AND    TAl'O    WKLLS.  141 

No.  52,  1410  feet,  was  drilled  in  1900. 

In  October,  1899,  all  the  wells  from  No.  1  to  No.  35  were  on  the 
pump,  except  Nos.  9,  11,  and  16. 

Tapo  Oil  Company.  On  the  Tapo  Raucho,  in  section  14,  3-18,  the 
Tapo  Oil  Company  is  reported  to  have  drilled  three  wells  in  1900  and 
1901.  But  one  of  these,  No.  3,  can  now  be  located.  This  is  said  to  have 
been  a  dry  hole  at  700  feet,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  other  two  were 
also  shallow. 

Simi  Wells. 

Scarab  Oil  Company.  This  company  had  two  wells  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  32^  3-18.  No.  1  was  drilled  in  1910,  to  a  depth  somewhat 
exceeding  2700  feet,  and  was  first  reported  as  a  very  large  producer, 
liaving  layers  of  rather  loose  producing  sand  alternating  with  shale 
for  the  last  four  hundred  feet  or  more.  After  pumping  for  some  months, 
however,  this  well  dwindled  considerably,  and  is  now  good  for  probably 
fifty  barrels  of  oil  per  day.  It  is  said  to  be  making  a  great  deal  of 
water,  which  may  account  for  the  diminished  production.  No.  2  on 
this  lease  was  not  completed  at  last  reports. 

Union  Oil  Company  of  California — Dickerson.  Near  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  33,  the  Union  Oil  Company 
finished  a  producer  in  1910.  This  well  is  about  1000  feet  deep,  but  pro- 
duces its  oil  from  a  depth  of  about  700  feet,  and  is  reported  to  be  good 
tor  sixty  barrels  steady  production. 

No  analyses  of  either  of  these  oils  is  available,  but  the  oil  is  undoubt- 
edly heavier  than  the  light  oils  characteristic  of  the  hard  formations 
to  the  north.  The  Union  oil  is  reported  at  16°  to  17*^  Beaume,  the  Scarab 
production  at  about  20°. 

Township  3-17. 

No  production  is  found  in  this  township,  west  of  the  line  between 
Ventura  and  Los  Angeles  counties.  The  Pico  Caiion  wells,  which  are 
located  in  section  1,  are  on  the  Los  Angeles  side,  and  will  be  considered 
in  connection  with  Newhall.  There  are,  however,  eight  prospect  holes, 
and  one  well  was  drilling  when  last  visited. 

Union  Oil  Company  of  California — Fryer.  The  Union  Oil  Company 
were  rigged  and  just  starting  to  drill  in  the  latter  months  of  1910,  in 
the  Herbert  Fryer  tract,  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  8. 

McCray  Bros.  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  two  wells  just 
south  of  the  above  location,  several  years  since.  One  of  these  was  a  dry 
hole,  the  other  obtained  a  very  little  quite  heavy  oil  at  a  depth  of  about 
700  feet.  This  latter  well  is  still  cased,  and  is  said  to  be  pumped  for 
local  fuel  purposes  from  time  to  time.  These  wells  were  drilled  on  a 
brea  bed,  and  apparently  immediately  on  the  outcrop  of  the  Torrey 
sands. 
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Simi  Oil  Company.  In  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  30,  in  the 
hills  west  of  Las  Llajas  Canon,  are  five  wells  drilled  by  the  Simi  Oil 
Company  in  the  years  1900  to  1902.  The  record  of  these  wells  is  as. 
follows : 

No.  1  was  drilled  to  1242  feet,  No.  2  to  about  1125  feet.  No.  3  to 
about  1400  feet,  No.  4  to  1275  feet,  and  No.  5  to  1725  feet.  All  these 
were  finished  wells,  and  each  had  some  oil,  which  is  said  to  have  been 
about  32°  Beaume.  These  wells  seem  to  have  made  just  enough  oil  to 
encourage  further  operations,  and  the  entire  output  of  the  five  was 
not  sufficient  to  justify  operation  of  the  lease,  though  the  wells  have 
since  been  pumped  from  time  to  time  for  fuel.  The  oil  seems  to  have 
been  of  excellent  quality. 

Pittsburg  Petroleum  Company.  In  1910  the  Simi  Oil  Company  tract 
was  leased  to  the  Pittsburg  Petroleum  Company,  who  drilled  a  well 
about  450  feet  deep,  abandoning  Avith  crooked  hole  and  a  string  of 
tools  lost. 

Ve7itura  Consolidated  Oil  Company.  In  1911  this  tract  again 
changed  hands,  the  lease  passing  to  the  Ventura  Consolidated  Oil  Com- 
pany. This  company  moved  the  Pittsburg  rig  a  short  distance,  and 
drilled  another  hole,  which  is  now  suspended  at  about  the  same  depth, 
450  feet. 

QUALITY   OF  THE   OILS   OF   PIRU    CAfiON,   TORREY    AND   TAPO. 

But  a  portion  of  the  various  qualities  of  oil  found  on  the  Rancho 
Temescal  and  in  its  vicinity  are  represented  in  the  following  analyses, 
though  these  cover  all  the  grades  commercially  produced. 

In  Nigger  Canon,  west  of  the  ranch,  the  Nettleton  &  Kellerman  wells 
make  a  small  amount  of  a  very  heavy  black  oil,  said  to  be  about  14° 
Beaume.  Some  of  the  old  Piru  Oil  &  Land  Company  wells  found  an  oil 
ranging  from  18°  to  20°  Beaume.  The  last  well  of  the  Piru  Monarch 
Oil  Company  is  reported  to  have  found  a  sjnall  production  of  an  oil  of 
37°  Beaume,  very  gassy  and  quite  limpid  when  taken  from  the  well,  but 
solidifying  at  about  60°  F.  to  a  pasty  solid  and  evidently  containing  a 
great  deal  of  paraffin. 

The  Modelo  wells  all  produce  one  grade  of  oil,  varying  only  from 
26.5°  to  28.0°  Beaume  in  gravity,  and  all  showing  about  the  same 
analysis.  This  oil  is  black  with  a  very  slight  greenish  cast,  is  not  so 
opaque  as  many  of  the  black  oils,  and  gives  a  uniformly  high  yield  of 
gasoline  and  other  light  products,  and  very  little  asphalt.  The  heavy 
end  of  the  crude  contains  less  paraffin  than  some  of  the  light  oils  from 
the  east  end,  but  is  too  tender  to  be  of  much  value. 

The  Torrey  wells  show  a  wider  range  of  gravity,  running  down  to 
24°  and  up  to  30°  Beaume.     These  oils  are  broAATiish-black  in  color,  give 


MODELO,    TORREY,    EUREKA,    AND    TAPO    WELLS.  143 

a  good  yield  of  light  products,  and  rather  more  asphalt  than  the  Modelo 
oils.    The  heavy  end  of  these  crudes  has  much  paraffin. 

The  oil  from  the  Eureka  wells  (South  Pacific  Oil  Company),  shows 
a  wider  range  of  gravity,  though  the  bulk  of  the  output  is  around  26° 
Beaume.  These  oils  tend  to  a  greenish  cast,  and  like  all  the  Ventura 
oils  of  this  color,  run  very  low  in  light  products  for  the  gravity,  and 
also  low  in  asphalt.  The  heavy  end  of  the  crude  appears  to  be  free  from 
l^araffin.  The  commercial  difference  between  these  oils  and  the  Modelo 
or  Torrey  oils  is  (|uite  marked,  as  a  comparison  of  the  analyses  will  show. 

This  distinction  between  the  true  black  or  brownish-black  oils  and  the 
greenish  oils  is  very  marked  in  the  case  of  the  two  qualities  from  the 
Tai)0  wells.  Attention  is  called  to  this  difference  in  connection  with 
analysis  No.  5480.  A  comparison  of  these  two  analyses  will  be 
interesting. 

2429.» 

Modelo  Oil  Company.     Tank  Average. 

Gravity  26.6°  Beaum^ 

This  is  a  limpid,  brownish-black  oil,  of  a  sweet  and  gassy  odor. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  100  c.c,  distilled  from  glass,  to  a  temperature  of  518°  F.  Residue 
reduced  to  asphalt  by  open  evaporation,  and  weight  corrected  (factor  x  0.8) 
for  oxidation  during  evaporation.     The  original  figures  are : 

Below  212°   F O.G  per  cent 

212  to  302° 13.0  per  cent  59.4°  Boaume 

302  to  518° 32.4  per  cent  40.8° 

Residue  above  518° 53.8  per  cent  12.4° 

100.0  per  cent 

After  evaporation   of  the  residue  to  asphalt,   and  calculation,   the 

figures  above  are  api)ro.xiuiately  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial 

analysis : 

Gasoline    61°  Bcaum6  11  per  cent 

Knjjino  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  35  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate  and  lubricants 41.8  per  cent  ( not  separated ) 

Asphalt "D"  12.2  per  cent  or  42.8  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 
•Analysis  by  E.  N.  Moor. 
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4473.* 

Modelo  Oil  Company.     Well   No.  28. 

Gravity 28.0°  Beaumg 

This  is  a  very  limpid,  black  oil,  with  a  greenish  tinge,  and  mild,  gassy  odor. 
Distillation. 
A  sample  of  150  c.c.  was  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in 
a  current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  a  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cut 10.9  per  cent  62.3°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 8.G  per  cent  52.1° 

Third  cut 17.5  per  cent  42.0° 

Fourth   cut 10.1  per  cent  33.0° 

Fifth  cut 50.6  per  cent  22.5° 

Fixed   carbon    2.3  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  calculation  of  the  coke  to  asphalt  in  the  usual  manner,  and 
reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  these  figures  show  the 
following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61.0°  Bcaume  13.0percent 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  5.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42.0°  20.0  per  cent 

Sfove  oil .3.3.0^  0.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 28.3°  17.0  per  cent   ^  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 15.0°  30.2  per  cent   (22.5° — 47.2% 

Asphalt    "D"  5.8  per  cent  or  20.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  crude  treat  out  very  readily,  and  give 
oil  of  good  color  and  odor.  The  lubricating  stock  has  a  low  viscosity, 
but  is  sweet,  and  gives  a  reduced  stock  of  fair  viscosity  and  good  color. 
This  treats  out  to  a  red  oil  of  17.3°,  of  normal  viscosity  and  a  fair  color. 
Paraflfin  is  less  in  evidence  than  in  most  of  the  oils  from  this  end  of  the 
field,  but  the  value  of  the  crude  is  largely  in  the  light  end. 

7422.t 
Modelo  Oil   Company.     Well   No.  22. 

Gravity 28.4°   Beaume 

Viscosity  at  60°   F 2.28  Redwood 

Viscosity  at  185°  F 1.23  Redwood 

Flash  point Below  60°  F.,  Abel-IVn.«iky  test 

Distillation. 

200  CO.,  distilled  from  glass  still,  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  212°   F 7.7  per  cent  66.6°  Beanm6 

212  to  302° 15.6  per  cent  ."51.3° 

302  to  392° 10.7  per  cent  42.3° 

392  to  482° 10.8  per  cent  34.8° 

482  to  572° 14.0  per  cent  28.6"= 

572°  to  grade — a 15.3  per  cent  24.4° 

572  Mo  grade — b 8.9  per  cent  32.0° 

Asphalt 16.6  per  cent  Grade  "D"   (about) 

Loss 0.4  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 


♦Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
tAnalysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
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These  ligures   an-   closely   equivalent   to   the   foilowing   eomiuereial 

analysis  : 

Gasoline !_  61.0°  Beaumt'  15.0  per  ceut 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  None 

Kerosene 42.0°  26.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33.0°  4.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate  and  lubricants-  27.7°  38.0  per  cent    (not   separated) 

Asphalt    "D"  16.6  per  cent 

Loss 0.4  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

The  hardness  of  the  asphalt  is  not  stated  and  the  figure  appeal's  to 
be  a  shade  high  for  "  D  "  grade.  The  first  part  of  the  lubricating  stock 
came  over  in  good  shape,  considering  the  method  of  distillation,  but  the 
last  end  broke  very  badly. 

2474.* 

Union  Oil  Company.     Torrey   No.  4. 

Gravity 23.9°   Beaum6 

This  was  said,  when  the  sample  was  taken  in  1003,  to  be  the  heaviest  <til  on  the 
lease.     It  is  a  limpid,  blackish  oil,  of  a  sweet  and  gassy  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  100  c.c,  distilled  from  glass,  to  a  temperature  of  518°  F.  Residue 
reduced  to  asphalt  by  open  evaporation,  and  the  weight  corrected  (factor 
X  0.8)   for  oxidation  during  evaporation.     The  original  figures  are: 

Below  212°   F l.lpercent 

212  to  .302° 6.1  per  cent  54.0°  Beaumt 

302  to  518° 26.7  per  cent  38.0° 

Residue  above  518° 66.4  per  cent  16.4° 

Loss 1.7  percent 

100.0  iHT  cent 

The  gravity  of  this  residue  was  rather  high,  considering  the  tempera- 
ture at  which  the  run  was  ended,  and  indicates  paraflfin  in  the  residue. 
After  evaporation  to  asphalt,  and  calculation,  these  figures  arc  roufrhly 
erpiivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

♦  lasolino    61°  Beaumt  LOporcent 

Engine  distillate 52°  «>.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  20.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil  and  lubricants 33°  53.0  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt "IV  20.0  per  cent  or  70.2  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

•Analysis  by    K.    N     Moor. 
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2476.* 

Union   Oil   Company.     Torrey   No.   28. 

Gravity 28.1°   Beauni6 

This  is  a  very  limpid  black  oil,  of  a  sweet  and  gassy  odor. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  100  c.c,  distilled  from  glass,  to  a  temperature  of  518"  F.  Residue 
reduced  to  asphalt  by  open  evaporation,  and  the  weight  corrected  (factor 
X  0.8)  for  oxidation  during  evaporation.     The  original  figures  are: 

Below  212°   F 2.2  per  cent 

212  to  302° 14.4  per  cent  53.7°  Beaum6 

302  to  518° 23.6  per  cent  39.8° 

Residue  above  518° —  56.7  per  cent  16.4° 

Loss- 3.0  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 

After  evaporation  of  the  residue  to  asphalt,  and  calculation,  the  abovf 

figures  are  approximately  equal  to  the  following  commercial  analysis 

Gasoline    61°  Beaum6  2.5  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  14.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  21.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  25.0  per  cent 

Stove  distillate  and  lubricants- 20.0  per  cent    (not  separated) 

Asphalt *'D"  17.5  per  cent  or  61.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 


100.0  per  cent 

7421.t 

Union  Oil  Company.     Torrey  No.  52. 

Gravity 29.9°  Beaum^ 

Viscosity  at  60°  F 3.73  Redwood 

Viscosity  at  185°  F 1.38  Redwood 

Flash  point Below  60°  F.,  Abel-Pensky  test 

Sulfur 0.71  per  cent  by  weight 

Thermal  value 19,100  British  thermal  units 

Distillation. 

200  cc,  distilled  from  a  glass  still,  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  212°   F . 8.3  per  cent  68.7°  Beaum6 

212  to  302° 10.4  per  cent  52.4° 

302  to  392° 9.1  per  cent  44.3° 

392  to  482° 8.8  per  cent  38.3° 

482  to  572° 10.2  per  cent  32.6° 

572°    to   grade— a 23.9  per  cent  30.2° 

572°    to   grade— b 9.8  per  cent  31.4° 

Asphalt 16.6  per  cent  Grade  "D"   (about) 

Loss 2.9  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 


•Analysis  by  E.  N.  Moor. 
tAnalysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
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These  figures  are  closely  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial 
analysis : 

Gasoline Gl.O' Beaum^  17.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  None 

Kerosene    42.0°  14.8  per  cent 

Stove  oil   __— 33.0°  14.6  per  cent 

Fuel  flistillate  and  lubricants.  30.5°  51.1  percent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt    "D"  16.G  per  cent 

Loss 2.9  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

The  entire  lack  of  engine  distillate  is  due  to  the  high  gravity  at  which 
the  gasoline  starts,  causing  this  fraction  to  overrun  what  would  other- 
wise be  the  52'^  cut.  This  fraction  could,  of  course,  h"  made  by  different 
cutting. 

5411. • 
South   Pacific  Oil   Company.     Eureka   No.    18. 

Gravity 19.8°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  brownish-black  and  fairly  limpid  oil.  vpith  an  unusually  flat  and  rather 
sour  odor. 

Distillation. 

A  sample  of  150  c.c.  was  distilled  from  copper,  first  two  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in 
a  current  of  inert  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 17.7  per  cent  42.0°  Beaum^ 

Second  cut 20.0  per  cent  32.9° 

Third  cut 54.0  per  cent  23.9° 

Fixed  carbon 5.7  grams  per  TOO  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  carbon  was  calculated  to  "D"  asphalt  in  the  u.sual  manner,  and 

the  last  cut  reduced  in  a  stream  of  gas.     The  above  figures  are  then 

equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline 61.0°  Beaum^  None 

Encine  distillate 52.0°  None 

Kerosene    42.0°  17.7  per  cent 

Stove  oil   33.0°  20.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.8°  21.8  per  cent   /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 17.5°  23.7  per  cent  \  23.9° — 15.5% 

Asphalt    "D"  14.2  per  cent  or  50.0  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  kerosene  did  not  take  the  acid  well,  giving  a  yellowish  oil,  though 
of  sweet  odor.  The  lubricating  stock  was  badly  burned,  of  a  black  color 
snd  low  viscosity.  On  reduction  this  gave  a  medium  viscosity  reduced 
stock,  which  treated  out  to  a  low  viscosity  red  oil  of  fine  color.  This 
well  had  not  pumped  for  some  time,  but  was  flowing  slowly,  and  it  is 

•Analysis  by  P.  W'.  l* 
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possible  that  the  oil  is  somewhat  debased.     The  heavy  end  of  the  oil 
seems  to  be  tender,  but  is  free  from  paraffitj. 

4489.* 
South  Pacific  Oil  Company.     Eureka  Wells,  northeast  end  of  lease. 

Gravity 25.0°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  very  limpid,  brownish-black  oil,  with  a  sweet  and  rather  gassy  odor. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  140  c.c.  was  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut 
in  a  current  of  gas.     Distilled  to  dryness. 

First  cut 5.8  per  cent  52.4°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 17.2  per  cent  42.7° 

Third  cut 14.2  per  cent  33.8° 

Fourth  cut 57.7  per  cent  23.9° 

Fixed   carbon   5.1  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  carbon  was  calculated  to  "D"  asphalt  in  the  usual  manner,  and 
the  last  cut  reduced  in  a  stream  of  gas.  Tliis  gives  the  following  com- 
mercial analysis: 

Gasoline 61.0°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  6.0  per  cent 

Kerosene    42.0°  18.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil   33.0°  13.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 31.0°  20.6  per  cent  j  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 17.7°  29.6  per  cent  \  23.9°— 50.2% 

Asphalt    "D"  12.8  per  cent  or  44.9  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  crude  were  rather  dark,  but  treated  out 
to  good  colors  and  odors.  The  lubricating  stock  also  ran  dark,  with  a 
strong  odor,  but  gave  a  reduced  stock  of  normal  characteristics.  This, 
with  the  test  acid,  gave  a  red  oil  of  20.2°  Beaume,  rather  dark,  but  with 
a  fine  green  over  tone,  and  a  high  viscosity,  cold  test  about  50°  F.  This 
stock  contains  less  paraffin  than  most  of  tlie  oils  from  this  end  of  the 
county,  and  in  spite  of  an  abnormally  low  yield  ol!  light  products  for 
an  oil  of  this  gravity,  refines  very  well. 


♦Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 


MODKI.O,    TOHHEY,    EUREKA,    AND   TAPO    WELLS.  149 

5412.* 
South  Pacific  Oil   Company.     Eureka  Wells.     (Mixture  of  three.) 

Gravity 20.2°  Beaum^ 

This  is  a  very  limpid,  brownish-black  oil,  with  a  gassy  and  rather  sharp  odor. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  a  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First   cut   G.5  per  cent  57.1°  BeaumC 

Second  cut 0.0  per  cent  50.5° 

Third  cut 10.3  per  cent  41.8° 

Fourth  cut 24.0  per  cent  33.0° 

Fifth  cut 40.8  per  cent  21.1° 

Fixed  carbon 5.5  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  carbon  was  calculated  to  "D"  asphalt  in  the  usual  manner,  and 
the  last  cut  reduced  in  a  stream  of  inert  gas,  giving  the  following  com- 
mercial analysis: 

Gasoline 01.0°  Beaum6  2.5  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  10.9  per  cent 

Keiosene    42.0°  10.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil    33.0°  24.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate  and  lubricants-  21.1°  38.8  per  cent    (not   separated) 

Asphalt    "D"  13.8  per  cent  or  48.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  took  the  acid  only  fairly  well,  coming 
out  with  sweet  odors,  but  in  fair  colors  only.  The  lubricating  stock  was 
not  fractionated.  It  appeared  to  be  free  from  paraffin,  but  rather  light 
and  somewhat  burned. 

2477.* 

South   Pacific  Oil   Company.     Lease  Average. 

Gravity 27.4°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  limpid,  brownish  oil,  of  a  sweet  and  gassy  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  100  c.c.  distilled  from  glass,  to  a  temperature  of  518°  F.  Residue 
reduced  to  asphalt  by  open  evaporation,  and  the  weight  corrected  (factor 
X  0.8)  for  oxidation  during  evaporation.     The  original  figures  are: 

Below  212°    F 5.0  per  cent 

212  to  302° 14.4  per  cent  50.2°  Beaum^ 

302  to  518° 2<>.l  percent  40.1=^ 

R<'si(lue  above  518° 54.0  per  cent  12.1' 

Loss    0.5  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 


•Analysis  by  P.  W.  P. 
•Analysis  by  E.  N.  Moor. 
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After   evaporation   to    asphalt,    and   calculation,    these    figures   are 

approximately  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline    61°  Beaumg  6.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  13.5  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  24.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  23.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate  and  lubricants 23.1  per  cent    (not   separated) 

Asphalt "D"  18.4  per  cent  or  64.6  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

Union   Oil   Company.     Tapo,  average  six   wells. 

Gravity 21.8°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  limpid  oil  of  a  very  black  color,  with  a  penetrating  and  gassy  smell. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut , 5.7  per  cent  59.3°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 6.1  per  cent  51.5° 

Third  cut 11.4  per  cent  42.4° 

Fourth  cut 13.7  per  cent  32.9° 

Fifth  cut 54.0  per  cent  24.1° 

Fixed   carbon   9.1  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 


The  carbon  was  calculated  to  "  D  "  asphalt  in  the  usual  manner,  and 

the  last  cut  reduced  in  a  stream  of  gas,  giving  the  following  commercial 

analysis : 

Gasoline 61.0°  Beaume  3.5  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  9.5  per  cent 

Kerosene    42.0°  10.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil   33.0°  13.7  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.7°  23.5  per  cent  )  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 14.5°  17.0  per  cent  ^24.1°— 40.5% 

Asphalt    "D"  22.8  per  cent  or  80  lbs.  per  bbl, 

100.0  per  cent 


The  light  products  from  this  oil  run  verj'  high  for  an  oil  of  this 
gravity,  and  treat  out  readily.  The  heavy  end  of  the  oil  is  of  little 
value,  because  of  an  excess  of  paraffin. 


•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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5480.' 
Canadian   Queen   Oil   Company.     Tapo   No.   1. 

Gravity 21.8"  Beaum6 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid  oil,  of  a  greenish-black  color,  and  much  less  opaque 
than  No.  4481.     The  odor  is  fiat  and  unpleasant. 

This  well  was  drilled  in  the  midst  of  the  group  of  wells  from  which  No.  4481  was 
taken,  but  draws  its  oil  fiom  a  deeper  sand.  The  contrast  between  these  two 
analyses,  of  oil  of  exactly  the  same  gravity,  is  very  striking,  as  these  two  samples 
represent  almost  the  extremes  of  quality. 

Distillation. 

A  sample  of  I'lO  c.c.   was  distilled  from  copper,  iu  a  stream  of  inert  gas. 
distillation  being  carried  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut   9.7  per  cent  33.0°  Beaum6 

Second    cut    83.4  per  cent  21.8" 

Fixed   carbon    6.9  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  second  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of 
the  coke  to  asphalt,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  had: 

Gasoline G1.0°  Beaum^  None 

Engine  distillate 52.0°  None 

Kerosene    42.0°  None 

Stove  oil   33.0°  9.7  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 30.1°  26.3  per  cent  i  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 16.2°  46.7  per  cent  \  21.8°— 73.0% 

Asphalt    "D"  17.3  per  cent  or  70.7  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  stove  oil  had  an  amber  color  and  a  very  rank  odor,  neither  of 
which  were  much  improved  by  treatment.  The  lubricating  stock  was 
mild,  and  of  medium  viscosity,  and  gave  a  reduced  stock  of  moderate 
viscosity  and  dull  color,  tending  to  brownish.  This  oil  is  a  satisfactory 
lubricating  stock,  showing  no  paraffin,  and  would  handle  fairly  well  in 
large  scale  distillation  and  treatment.  The  entire  absence  of  light 
products  is  surprising,  as  the  crude  had  not  been  weathered.  This  oil 
is  very  similar  to  some  of  the  greenish  oils  of  the  Ex-Mission. 


•Analysis  by  P.  W.  P. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


CALLEGUAS  WELLS. 

Township  2-20. 

But  one  group  of  wells  is  found  in  this  township,  and  no  prospecting 
outside  of  this  group  has  ever  been  done.  This  group  is  located  on 
Eancho  Calleguas,  in  section  28,  some  two  and  one  half  miles  south  of 
the  town  of  Camarillo. 

Union  Oil  Company  of  California — Calleguas — Dolton  &  Perkins. 
The  original  wells  in  this  location,  thirty-four  in  all,  were  drilled  by  the 
Union  Oil  Company  in  the  years  1898  and  1899.  They  were  put  down 
with  a  star  rig,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  seepage,  and  with  two 
exceptions  were  very  shallow. 

No.  1,  a  test  well  located  near  the  center  of  the  group,  encountered 
the  sand  at  60  feet  and  passed  out  of  it  at  80  feet.  At  120  feet  water 
was  found — this  was  cased  off,  and  the  Avell  carried  to  1300  feet  without 
finding  either  water  or  oil. 

No.  2  was  583  feet  deep — its  history  is  not  known. 

Nos.  3  to  20,  inclusive,  were  drilled  in  the  year  ending  October  1. 

1898.  The  aggregate  depth  of  these  wells  was  2457  feet,  or  an  average 
of  137  feet  per  well. 

Nos.  21  to  34,  inclusive,  were  drilled  in  the  year  ending  October  1, 

1899.  The  aggregate  depth  of  these  fourteen  wells  was  2275  feet,  or  an 
average  of  163  feet  per  well. 

In  spite  of  the  slight  depth  of  these  holes,  and  the  thin  layer  of  sand 
from  which  they  produced,  these  holes  were  rated  as  good  producers  for 
a  time,  and  a  pipe  line  was  laid  to  the  railroad.  A  short  period,  how- 
ever, saw  them  practically  exhausted,  and  the  lease  was  stripped  and 
abandoned  in  June,  1899. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1910,  this  lease  was  again  worked  by  Dolton  & 
Perkins  of  Santa  Barbara,  a  partnership,  who  cleaned  out  a  number  of 
the  old  holes,  and  at  last  reports  had  drilled  six  new  shallow  ones,  and 
had  twenty-seven  in  all  on  the  pump.  At  that  time  the  entire  group 
was  considered  to  be  good  for  a  daily  production  somewhat  in  excess  of 
twenty  barrels. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

SUMMARY  OF  OPERATIONS  IN  VENTURA  COUNTY. 

This  completes  the  list  of  operations  in  Ventura  County,  so  far  as 
the  records  of  the  Mining  Bureau  extend,  and,  with  the  possible  excep- 
tion of  a  few  of  the  older  abandoned  wells,  is  believed  to  be  a  complete 
resume  of  developments  in  this  county  to  the  end  of  1911.  Taking  the 
record  as  a  whole,  some  interesting  and  valuable  conclusions  may  be 
drawn. 

Since  1865,  when  the  first  known  wells  were  drilled  on  the  Ex-Mission 
grant,  682  wells  have  been  drilled  within  the  limits  of  this  county, 
almost  all  of  these  in  the  valley  of  the  Santa  Clara  River,  or  rather  in 
the  hills  immediately  adjacent.    These  wells  may  be  divided  as  follows: 
9  wells  are  commercial  producers  of  gas. 
122  wells  were  abandoned  without  discovering  any  oil. 
42  found  some  oil,  but  not  in  profitable  quantity. 
139  were  abandoned  for  reasons  not  now  discoverable. 
87  were  produced  for  a  time,  and  abandoned  as  exhausted  or 

unprofitable,  or  because  of  accident  to  the  hole. 
52  are  now  on  the  pump,  producing  oil  which  may  be  classed  as 

fuel — the  dividing  line  being  taken  at  18°  Beaume. 
231  are  producing  oil  of  refining  value,  which  brings  a  price 
above  that  obtainable  for  fuel  oil. 
50  wells  now  drilling   (December,  1910)   are  not  included  in 
the  above  total. 

The  production  of  the  county  for  the  year  1910  was  492,147  barrels, 
having  an  estimated  value  of  $319,898.  Taking  the  above  total  for 
number  of  producing  wells,  the  output  per  well  was  1740  barrels  per 
annum,  or  4  8/10  barrels  per  day,  with  an  average  value  for  the  year 
of  $1130,  or  almost  exactly  65  cents  per  barrel. 

There  is  some  reason  to  think  that  this  average  output  in  barrels  is 
correct  for  both  light  oil  and  heavy  oil  production,  as  while  there  is  a 
great  difference  between  individual  wells  in  daily  output,  it  is  probable 
that  the  average  production  per  well  in  each  class  is  about  the  same. 
But  when  we  figure  on  the  value  of  this  output,  the  price  of  refining  oil 
is  so  much  higher  than  that  of  fuel  that  the  light  oil  wells  are,  as  a 
rule,  nuich  better  producers  in  point  of  value.  It  will  not  be  far  from 
the  mark  to  take  the  average  annual  product  per  well  for  the  county  at  a 
value  of  $1210  for  light  oil  production,  and  of  $780  for  heavy  oil  pro- 
duction, equivalent  to  prices  of  70  cents  and  45  cents  per  barrel  for 
the  two  "rades. 
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The  maintenance  charge  on  most  of  the  wells  in  this  county  is  very 
small,  due  both  to  their  slight  depth  and  to  the  firmness  of  the  forma- 
tion penetrated  and  from  which  the  oil  is  drawn.  With  but  few  excep- 
tions, running  sands  are  unknown,  water  troubles  are  the  exception 
rather  than  the  rule,  and  emulsified  oil  is  not  found.  While,  of  course, 
it  is  impossible  to  fix  on  any  operating  cost  which  will  represent  the 
facts  as  regards  all  leases,  it  is  probable  that  the  actual  cost  of  producing 
the  average  Ventura  County  well  is  not  over  $400  per  annum. 

The  most  apparent  fact  regarding  this  territory,  and  one  which  can 
not  be  denied,  is  that  it  is  extremely  patchy,  there  being  no  large  pro- 
ducing areas  whatever.  As  already  stated,  this  is  due  to  the  excessive 
folding  and  fracturing  of  all  the  formations  from  which  oil  is  here 
drawn,  and  seems  to  apply  to  the  entire  county,  with  the  possible  excep- 
tion of  the  Simi  Valley.  As  this  latter  area  is  almost  entirely  untested, 
it  may  be  found  that  like  conditions  obtain  here  also,  but  the  geological 
indications  are  such  that  there  is  at  least  a  chance  for  the  development 
of  more  extended  producing  areas.    This,  however,  remains  to  be  seen. 

This  vmcertainty  makes  prospecting  extremely  hazardous,  as  witness 
the  very  large  percentage  of  failures.  The  development  of  the  county 
has  also  been  greatly  retarded  by  the  extreme  roughness  and  inaccessi- 
bility of  most  of  the  possible  territory.  On  the  other  hand,  the  oils 
developed  are  largely  of  such  quality  as  find  a  ready  sale  at  a  good 
price,  thus  eliminating  one  very  considerable  hazard,  and  as  there  are 
everywhere  exposures  from  which  at  least  some  deductions  can  be 
drawn,  and  as  the  usual  high  dip  of  the  formation  makes  it  possible  to 
prospect  with  shallow  holes,  this  territory  has  always  been  the  favorite 
ground  of  small  operators.  This  result  has  also  been  favored  by  the 
character  of  land  titles,  all  land  lying  north  of  the  floor  of  the  valley 
being  originally  government  land,  large  holdings  being  restricted  to 
those  of  the  Union  and,  later,  the  Scarab  Oil  Company.  While  it  would 
be  difficult,  at  the  present  time,  to  accumulate  any  large  holdings  in  this 
county,  small  leases,  both  developed  and  prospective,  may  always  be  had 
at  a  fair  price. 

The  development  of  the  county  as  an  oil  producer  has  been  greatly 
hindered  by  the  exclusive  ownership  of  large  acreages  of  the  choicest 
territory  by  the  two  companies  mentioned  above,  and  it  is  highly  prob- 
able that  so  long  as  they  hold  to  a  policy  of  neither  developing  nor 
leasing,  the  annual  output  of  the  county  will  not  be  very  greatly 
increased.  The  area  of  prospective  undeveloped  territory  held  by  these 
two  companies  must  be  at  least  equal  to  the  area  of  all  the  territory  now 
developed,  or  which  could  be  classed  as  reasonably  favorable,  in  the 
hands  of  other  parties.  Nevertheless,  very  considerable  areas  yet  remain 
untested  or  only  partly  prospected,  and  while  there  is  little  reason  to 
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look  for  anything  sensational  in  the  way  of  new  development  nor  for 

any  sudden  increase  in  the  output  of  the  county,  yet,  when  we  consider 

the  remarkably  permanent  character  of  such  production  as  is  gained, 

it  is  highly  probable  that  the  output  of  the  county  will  show  a  steady 

growth  for  many  years  to  come,  and  that  the  present  producing  areas 

will  be  very  materially  increased,  both  by  new  discoveries  and  by 

extensions. 

A  count  of  the  wells  in  Ventura  County,  made  in  March,  1912,  gives 

the  following  figures : 

\SVlls  producing  gas  in  commercial  quantities 9 

Wells  producing  oil  above  1S°  Beaum6 283 

Wells  producing  oil  below  18°  Beaum6 39 

Dry  holes,  abandoned 130 

Wells  showing  some  oil,  abandoned 64 

Exhausted  producers,  abandoned 81 

Wells  abandoned  for  unknown  reasons 101 

Wells  capable  of  production,  suspended 9 

Drilling  wells  suspended 10 

Wells  now  drilling,  March  1,  1912 37 

Total  number  of  wells  in  county 763 

There  are  also  some  abandoned  holes,  drilled  at  very  early  dates,  of 
which  no  clear  record  now  remains.  The  number  of  these  is  estimated 
at  from  twenty  to  thirty.  Only  the  wells  described  in  the  text  are 
included  in  this  list. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

LOS  ANGELES  COUNTY. 

The  county  of  Los  Angeles  contains  within  its  area  three  producing 
oil  districts,  as  follows : 

The  Newhall  field,  of  which  Castaic,  Pico  Caiion,  Elsmere  Canon. 
Placerita  and  Tujunga  are  subdivisions.  This  field  is  an  extension  of 
the  Ventura  County  deposits,  and  extends  up  both  sides  of  the  Santa 
Clara  Valley  from  the  county  line  to  the  town  of  Newhall,  with  exten- 
sions to  the  east  into  Elsmere  and  Placerita  canons,  and,  with  a  slight 
break,  to  the  southeast  into  Tujunga  Canon. 

The  Los  Angeles  field,  comprising  the  "City  Field"  and  Salt  Lake  or 
Sherman.  The  eastern  end  of  these  fields  is  located  in  the  northern 
portion  of  the  city  of  Los  Angeles,  and  the  producing  strip  extends 
therefrom  almost  to  the  ocean,  in  a  southwesterly  direction. 

The  Puente  Hills  district,  variously  divided,  but  covering  the  better 
Icaown  Whittier,  Puente,  La  Habra,  Co3^ote,  Olinda,  Brea  Canon,  and 
Fullerton  fields.  "The  Puente  Hills  district  commences  at  the  town  of 
"Whittier,  some  twelve  miles  southeast  of  Los  Angeles  City,  and  extends 
therefrom,  in  a  generally  easterly  direction,  across  the  county  line. 
Fullerton  is  entirely  in  Orange  County,  but  is  so  closely  connected  with 
the  Whittier  and  Puente  deposits,  both  geologically  and  commercially, 
that  it  is  here  considered  as  a  whole  in  connection  with  Los  Angeles 
Coimty. 

Outside  of  these  producing  districts,  oil  has  been  sought  at  a  number 
of  points  in  and  around  Los  Angeles  County,  but  without  success  to  the 
present  time.  These  locations  are:  At  Lancaster  and  Mojave,  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  county ;  in  the  Santa  Monica  mountains,  west  of 
the  city,  and  south  of  the  Ventura-Newhall  district;  north  and  south 
of  the  Los  Angeles  City  field,  and  between  the  wells  of  the  city  tier ;  at 
Redondo,  Manhattan,  and  San  Pedro,  on  the  coast  south  of  the  city  of 
Los  Angeles,  and  at  Newport,  on  the  coast  of  Orange  County. 

In  the  following  pages  these  fields  will  be  found  described  in  the  order 
given,  under  appropriate  chapter  headings. 

NEWHALL  FIELD. 

The  Newhall  oil  field  is,  commercially,  an  extension  to  the  eastward 
of  the  deposits  found  on  both  sides  of  the  Santa  Clara  Valley  in 
Ventura  County.  While  there  may  be  some  slight  geological  division 
between  the  Tapo  wells  and  those  of  Pico,  on  the  south  side  of  the  valley, 
no  such  separation  is  apparent  on  the  north  side,  and  thus  the  division  at 
the  county  line  is  purely  an  arbitrarj^  one. 
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The  Pico  field,  or  Newhall  proper,  commences  at  the  county  line,  in 
township  3-17,  and  extends  to  and  across  township  3-16,  covering  the 
wells  in  Pico,  Towsley,  Wiley,  Rice  and  East  caiions,  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river. 

North  of  the  river,  some  prospecting  has  been  done  in  township  4-17, 
but  without  result  in  the  way  of  production,  and  lias  iievci-  been  carried 
into  township  4-16. 

The  Castaic  group  of  four  wells  is  located  on  the  west  line  of  town- 
ship 5-16,  at  the  junction  of  P^lizabeth  and  Castaic  creeks. 

The  Elsmere  group  of  wells,  and  the  prospect  holes  of  Placerita 
Canon,  are  found  in  township  3-15  and  along  the  east  line  of  township 
3-16,  which  forces  us  to  consider  these  townships  as  a  unit. 

The  Tujuuga  group  of  prospect  holes,  none  of  which  are  productive, 
is  found  in  townships  3-14  and  3-13,  the  wells  lying  in  Pacoima.  and  in 
Little  and  Big  Tujunga  caiions. 

This  entire  territory,  covering  an  irregular  strip  with  a  length  of  over 
twenty  miles,  and  a  width  of  three  or  four  miles,  is  of  great  similarity 
throughout  as  regards  topography.  In  many  ways  it  is  similar  to  the 
southern  portion  of  Ventura  Comity,  but  is  even  more  rugged,  the  Pico 
('anon  country  in  particular  being  actually  mountainous;.  It  is  a  bar- 
i-en,  waterless  ••oimtry,  in  parts  liare,  in  parts  covered  with  low  but 
<iense  brusli.  and  rxccijting  the  small  areas  of  river  and  creek  bottom, 
has  a  soil  composed  largely  of  sandstone  and  shale  detritus,  barren  and 
unfruitful.  The  climate,  as  might  be  expected,  is  hot  and  dry,  with 
comparatively  small  rainfall,  and  that  occurring  exclusively  in  winter. 

This  country  is  served  by  one  railroad  running  approximately  parallel 
to  its  length,  but  even  with  this,  it  suffers  somewhat  from  lack  of  trans- 
portation facilities.  Parts  of  the  Newhall  field  are  too  rough  to  be 
reached  by  r^ads,  others  are  accessible  only  by  means  of  long  and  heavy 
grades.  Castaic  has  a  good  road  up  the  valley  of  Castaic  Creek;  Els- 
mere lies  adjacent  to  the  railroad,  and  Placerita  Cafion  has  a  fairly  level 
but  very  soft  road.  Tujunga  canon  proper  is  reached  by  a  fair  road 
from  the  town  of  Fernando,  but  the  more?  northern  prospects  in  this 
region  had  to  huild  i-oads  througli  V(M-y  rough  liills  at  considerable 
expense. 

Geologically  this  country  greatly  resembles  tlu'  territory  north  of 
Santa  Clara  River,  consisting  largely  of  hard  sandstones  and  shales,  the 
former  predominating,  and  being  characterized  by  excessive  folding  and 
fracturing.  The  same  causes  have  brought  about  like  results  in  these 
two  fields,  the  oils  produced  being  of  very  diverse  (|ualities,  and  found 
only  in  small  pools,  production  of  single  wells  ])eing  rather  small,  but 
usually  long  lived. 

The  well  records  hereafter  presented  for  this  field  an*  less  complete 
than  could  be  desired,  great  ditTiculty  being  experienced,  in  the  sparsely 
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settled  western  end,  in  getting  any  data  whatever  about  some  of  the 
older  wells.  In  this  end  of  the  field,  also,  an  unusual  and  incomprehen- 
sible secrecy  seems  to  be  the  rule,  which  was  not  the  case  in  the  eastern 
end  of  the  field,  Avhere  the  fullest  information  Avas,  in  almost  every  case, 
freely  given. 

Wells   in  Township  4-17. 

But  three  wells  have  been  drilled  in  this  township,  so  far  as  can  be 
learned.  In  this  connection  the  records  of  the  Temescal  wells  should  be 
examined,  these  lying  on  the  same  general  formation. 

East  Piru  Oil  Company.  This  companj'^  was  drilling,  in  the  year 
1900,  just  north  of  Leckler  Canon,  near  the  center  of  section  6.  The 
results  of  this  work  are  not  known. 

JEtna  Oil  Company.  This  company  has  two  wells  on  the  southeast 
quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  8,  drilled  about  1901.  WeD 
No.  1  was  845  feet  deep,  and  was  abandoned  because  of  collapsed 
casing,  with  a  good  showing  of  oil  in  the  hole.  No.  2,  however,  a  little 
to  the  southeast,  Avas  carried  to  960  feet  Avithout  finding  tho  sand,  and 
was  abandoned  as  a  dry  hole. 

Wells  in  Townships  5-17  and  5-16. 

Castaic  Oil  Company.  This  Avell  Avas  drilled  on  the  north  side  of 
Palomas  Caiion,  on  the  east  line  of  section  23,  5-17,  in  the  year  1901. 
It  is  reported  to  haA-e  been  approximately  1000  feet  deep,  and  had  a 
twenty-foot  streak  of  drA'^  asphalt  at  600  feet.  This  hole  is  said  to  have 
been  drilled  without  casing. 

Castaic  Oil  Association.  This  company  drilled  a  Avell  on  the  east  side 
of  Castaic  Canon,  just  below  the  entrance  of  Elizabeth  Caiion,  and  on 
the  southwest  quarter  of  section  18,  5-16,  in  the  year  1899.  The  depth 
of  this  hole  Avas  slightly  in  excess  of  1400  feet;  no  oil  Avas  found,  but 
considerable  gas. 

Bose  Oil  Company.  In  1904  this  company  drilled  a  well  just  to  the 
south  of  the  foregoing,  carrying  it  to  a  depth  of  1700  feet,  and  aban- 
doning it  owing  to  mechanical  difificulties.  This  hole  developed  some 
high-gravity  oil,  which  is  noAv  floAving  from  the  casing  head. 
.  New  Castaic  OH  Company.  This  company  has  been  drilling  for  many 
months  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  19  in  5-16.  In  February. 
1912,  this  hole  Avas  reported  to  be  doAvn  2500  feet  and  drilling,  with  a 
strong  shoAving  of  gas  and  some  indications  of  oil. 

A  small  but  very  perfect  and  well-marked  anticlinal  fold  shows  on 
both  sides  of  Castaic  Creek  at  this  point,  and  reappears  in  Charley 
Canon,  about  a  mile  to  the  east.  The  Rose  Avell  appears  to  have  been 
almost  exactly  on  the  axis  of  this  fold — the  Ncav  Castaic  Avell  is  some 
distance  out  on  the  south  limb,  which  at  the  surface,  at  least,  has  a 
sharp  dip. 


Looking    up    Castaic    Canon    from    above    New    Castaic    Location. 
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Anticlinal  Fold  in   Charley  Canon,   Los  Angeles  County.     This  Fold  Reappears  Two 
Miles   Distant  in   Castaic   Canon. 
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Wells  in  Pico  Canon. 

The  operations  of  Pico  Caiion  were  among  the  earliest  successful 
attempts  to  produce  oil  in  California.  As  early  as  1850  Andreas  Pico 
had  been  collecting  seepage  oil,  which  he  distilled  with  a  copper  still  and 
worm,  making  burning  oil  for  the  San  Fernando  Mission,  and  in  later 
years  oil  so  collected  was  shipped  by  wagon  to  Polhemus  refinery  at 
Los  Angeles,  and  even  to  the  INIetropolitan  Gas  Works  at  San  Francisco. 
It  is  recorded  that  on  January  28,  1867,  twelve  barrels  of  oil  were 
shipped  from  Pico  Canon,  and  in  1874  the  output  is  said  to  have  been  as 
high  as  ten  barrels  per  day,  this  being  entirely  seepage  oil. 

A  well  is  said  to  have  been  drilled  in  this  eaiion,  by  the  old  spring-pole 
method,  as  early  as  1869.  This  well  found  an  encouraging  amount  of 
oil  (it  is  hardly  likely  that  the  original  statement  that  this  was  a 
"flowing  well"  is  literally  true),  but  the  hole  was  spoiled  at  a  depth  of 
140  feet. 

The  first  producing  well  at  this  location  was  drilled  by  the  California 
Star  Oil  Company,  of  Los  Angeles,  on  the  Pico  claim,  in  1875.  In 
September,  1879,  the  Pacific  Coast  Oil  Company  was  incorporated,  and 
commenced  drilling  on  the  Menlo  claim,  just  east  of  the  Pico,  shortly 
extending  its  operations  to  the  Belmost  claim,  still  farther  east.  This 
company  soon  afterward  absorbed  the  Star  company,  but  the  numbering 
of  the  wells  appears  to  have  been  kept  separate  at  all  times. 

In  1882  or  1883  the  Ilardison  &  Stewart  Oil  Company  leased  wliat 
was  known  as  the  Hill  tract,  not  now  definitely  bounded,  but  located 
generally  south  and  east  of  the  wells  then  existing.  On  this  tract  they 
drilled  three  wells,  two  of  which  were  dry,  the  third  a  small  producer, 
but  soon  ruined  by  water.  This  company  also  drilled  Star  No.  1  in  Pico 
Canon,  and  two  or  three  wells  in  DeAVitt  Canon. 

The  rate  at  which  developments  proceeded  in  Pico  Canon  will  be 
shown  by  the  tabular  list  of  the  older  wells,  as  below.  In  the  year  1902 
the  entire  property  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Oil  Company,  covering  perhaps 
half  the  total  area  of  the  entire  Newhall  field,  passed  to  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  of  California. 

Well  Records.  The  total  number  of  wells  in  the  Pico  Canon  group,  so 
far  as  can  now  be  determined,  is  seventy-eight,  of  which  one  is  on  Rancho 
Simi ;  thirty-six  are  on  the  Pico  claim ;  eighteen  on  the  Menlo  claim,  and 
twenty-three  on  the  Belmont  claim.  Of  the  seventy-eight,  forty-three 
were  producing  in  January,  1911,  two  were  drillincr,  and  thirty-three 
had  been  abandoned  for  various  reasons.  Of  wells  later  than  No.  19  on 
the  Pico,  and  No.  20  on  the  Menlo  and  Belmont  claims  (these  latter 
being  numbered  together),  almost  nothing  is  known.  On  the  contrary, 
the  records  of  the  earlier  wells  are  so  unusually  complete  and  entirely 
authentic  that  they  are  here  given  in  detail.     It  is  believed  that  a  care- 


160 


PETROLEUM   IN    SOUTHERN'   CaLIFORXIA. 


I 

(A 

O 
I 
u 
Z 
< 
DC 

R^NCHO^AliFRMJO^II-—^ 

SECTION  1 

3 

2 

1 

4. 

S 

a 

• — 

i 

a 

0 

.. i_ 

®''®/"'r 

'^  /  , 

y~-A 

1 

y^  PICO           ®\ 
^            39                  ^ 

^.---HENL 

3 

K< 

1 

r-       1 

1 

5 

G> 

16 

- 

12           1 

1 

1             ' 

FIGURE    21 

PICO  CANON  WELLS 
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EXHAUSTED                           ♦ 
UOST  HOLES.  0:l               V 
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ful  study  of  these  notes  will  throw  some  light  on  conditions  prevailing  in 
Pico,  and  by  analogy  on  conditions  at  other  points  along  the  so-called 
"Pico  anticline." 

The  numbering  of  these  wells  is  somewhat  complicated,  as  various 
series  of  numbers  have  been  started  at  different  times,  and  later  merged 
in  other  series.  Fortunately,  hoAvever,  with  but  one  exception,  no  two 
wells  having  the  same  number  have  been  located  in  any  one  claim,  and 
the  claim  name  and  the  present  series  number  are,  therefore,  in  all 
cases,  sufficient  identification.  In  the  following  table  both  the  present 
number  and  the  older  number,  if  any,  are  given  : 


Tabular   List  of  Pico  Carion   Wells. 
From  original  records. 


Present  number. 

Claim.          I        Old  number. 

Year. 

Depth 

Ilemarks. 

Star  I  

Pico      --     -.. 

1883 
1875 
1875 

16S0 
700 

Drilled    by    Hardison    &    Stewart. 
30  barrels  per  day  in  1887.     Still 
producing. 

a  hnrrpla   npr  Hnv  in   1««7      Still   nrr>- 

Pico  1     

Pico  — 

Pico   2  ..    .  __ 

Pico 

ducing.    Drew  its  oil  from  close  to 
surface.    Craig  says  in  "break." 

900      -"i  hnrrpls  npr  Hnv  in  18S7       Still  nrn. 

Pico   3  

Pico 



ducing.    Got  oil  both  farther  up 
and  farther  down  than  No.  1. 
Not  accounted  for  in  i<»S7. 
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Tabular  List  of  Pico  Canon  Weiis — Continued. 
From  original  records. 


Present  number. 


Old  number. 


Year.   Depth 


Pico    4 

Pico    5 

Pico    6 

Pico  7 

Pico  8a 

Pico  8b 

Pico  8c 

Pico  9 - 

Pico  10 

Pico  11  - 

Pico  12 


Pico  13 


Pico  15 
Pico  16 


Pico  18 
iMco  19 


Pico  20  .._ 
Pico  21  — 
Pico  22  — 
Pico  23  .— 
Pico  24  — 
Pico  25  — 
Pico  26  — 
Picx»  27  — 
Pico  28  — . 
Pico  29  .._ 
Pico  30  .— 
Pico  31  — 
Pico  32  — 
Pico  33  (?) 


Pico  .- 

Pico  — 
Pico  .. 
Pico.. 


Pico . 
Pico 


Pico 
Pico  . 


Pico 


Pico 


Pico . 


Pico 


Pico  14 Pico 


1876 

1880 

1880 

1882 

1882 
1882 


1882 
1882 


1882 
1882 


Pico 
Pico 


Pico  . 


Pico 
Pico  , 


1883 

1883 

1888 
1888 


1889 
1889 


Pico  . 
Pico  . 
Pico  . 
Pico  . 
Pico  . 
Pico  . 
Pico. 
Pico  . 
Pico  . 
Pico  . 
Pico  . 
Pico  . 
Pico  . 
Pico  . 


1000 

1100 

1500 

120O 

500 
1000 


1500 
1550 


1500 
1300 

1600 

1500 
1590 
940 

810 


1128 
800 


30  barrels  In  1887.  Yielded  75  bar- 
rels at  first,  at  600  feet,  but  fell 
off  to  14  barrels  and  was  then 
deepened.    Still  producing. 

25  barrels  in  1887.  Still  producing. 
100  feet  north  of  "break." 

25  barrels  in  1887.  Still  producing. 
300  feet  north  of  "break." 

Flowing  40  barrels  in  1887.  StiU 
producing. 

Spoiled  hole,  dry. 

Produced  5  or  barrels  for  a  short 
time,  then  went  dry.  Say  200 
feet  south  of  "break." 

Located  close  to  8b.     Dry  hole. 

35  barrels  per  day  in  1887.  500  feet 
north  of  "break."  Oil  from  bot- 
tom of  hole.  Abandoned  since 
1890. 

Tools  lost  at  this  depth;  never 
produced;  flowing  trace  of  oil  in 
1887.    150  feet  south  of  "break." 

Fresh  water,  a  little  tar,  and  a 
little  gas.  Dry  hole.  250  feet 
south  of  "break." 

18  barrels  per  day  in  1887.  Heavier 
oil  than  balance  of  wells,  also 
more  paraffin  and  more  gas. 
North  of  "break."  Still  pro- 
ducing. 

40  barrels  in  1887.  Heavier  oil  than 
balance  of  wells,  also  more  par- 
aflSn  and  more  gas.  North  of 
"break."     Still   producing. 

Dry  hole.  Probably  south  of 
"break." 

Oil  near  bottom  of  well.  StlU 
producing. 

A  thin  streak  of  sand,  and  below 
this  sand  with  a  little  oil.  Aban- 
doned when  drilled.  South  of 
"break." 

Some  oil  near  bottom.  Lost  in 
running  sand.  Abandoned  when 
drilled . 

Two  strata  oil.     Still  producing. 

Diamond  drill  hole:  spoiled.  Ten  or 
more  streaks  oil  sand.  Aban- 
doned when  drilled.  Very  small 
producer. 

Abandoned  hole.    No  data. 

Producer.    No  data. 

Producer.    No  data. 

Producer.    No  data. 

Producer.    No  data. 

Producer.    No  data. 

Abandoned  hole.    No  data. 

Producer.    No  data. 

Abandoned  hole.    No  data. 

Abandoned  hole.    No  data. 

Abandoned  hole.    No  data. 

Abandoned  hole.    No  data. 

Producer.    No  data. 

A  producer,  north  of  No.  29, 
shown  on  Standard's  1910  map, 
not  numbered. 
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Tabular  List  of  Pico  Canon  Wells — Continued. 
From  original  records. 


Present  number. 

Claim. 

Old  number. 

Tear. 

Depth 

Remarks. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.    1- 

Menlo 

San  Fernando  1-   1882 

1176 

20  barrels  per  day  in  1887.     Still 

producing. 

P    C.  0.  Co.    2. 

Menlo. 

San  Fernando  2- 

1882 

1450 

40  barrels  per  day  in  1887.  Still 
producing. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.    3. 

Menlo 

San  Fernando  3. 

1882 

1375 

25  barrels  per  day  in  1887.  Still 
producing. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.    4.   Menlo 

San  Fernando  4. 

1882 

1555 

18  barrels   per  day  in  1887.     StUl 

producing. 

P.  C.  O.  Co.    5- 

Menlo 

San  Fernando  5. 

1882 

1600 

15  barrels  per  day  in  1887.  Still 
producing. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.    6. 

Belmont 

San  Fernando  6- 

1882 

2330 

10  barrels  in  1887.     Still  producing. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.    7- 

Belmont 

San  Fernando  7. 

1882 

1900 

Dry  hole.  Abandoned  when  drilled. 
Slight  traces  of  black  oil. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.    8. 

Menlo 

San  Fernando  8- 

1887 

1325 

60  barrels  per  day  in  1887.  Still 
producing. 

P.  C.  O.  Co.    9. 

Menlo 

San  Fernando  9. 

1887 

1065 

Still  producing. 

P.  C.  O.  Co.  10- 

Menlo 

San  Francisco  1. 

1880 

Dry  hole;  abandoned  when  drilled. 
Location  on   map  uncertain. 

P    C.  0.  Co.  11. 

Belmont 

San  Francisco  2. 

1881 

1515 

5  barrels  per  day  in  1887.  Still  pro- 
ducing. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.  12. 

Belmont 

San  Francisco  3. 

1883 

1360 

Dry  hole;  no  oil  whatever.     Aban- 

doned when  drilled. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.  13. 

Belmont 

San  Francisco  4. 

1883 

1550 

40  barrels  per  day  in  1887.  Still 
producing. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.  14- 

Belmont 



1888 

975 

Still  producing. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.  15- 

Belmont 

1888 

1220 

Normal  amount  oil,  drowned  out 
by  upper  water.  Abandoned 
when  drilled. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.  16. 

Belmont 

1888 



Abandoned  hole.    No  data. 

P.  C.  O.  Co.  17. 

Menlo 

1S89 

840 

Still  producing. 

P.  C.  O.  Co.  18. 

Belmont  

18S9 

1200 

Still  producing. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.  19. 

Menlo 

1889 

730 

Still  producing. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.  20. 

Menlo 

1889 

495 

Originally  small  producer.  Aban- 
doned since  1890. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.  21. 

Menlo 

Location  uncertain.  Probably  once 
a  producer;  now  abandoned. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.  22. 

Menlo 

Abandoned  well.    No  data. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.  23. 

Menlo 



Producer.    No  data. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.  24. 

Belmont 

Producer.     No  data. 

P.  C.  O.  Co.  25 

Menlo . 

Producer.     No  data. 

P    C    O.  Co.  26 

Abandoned  well.    No  data. 

P    C    0.  Co.  27 

Abandoned  well.    No  data. 

P    C    0    Co    28 

Producer.    No  data. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.  29. 

Belmont  ... 

Producer.    No  data. 

P    C    O    Co    30 

Belmont 

Abandoned  well.     No  data. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.  31. 

Belmont  -  -. 

Abandoneed  well.     No  data. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.  32. 

Menlo  —  - -- 

Location  uncertain.     A  well  taken 

to  be  No.  32  was  drilling  at  the 
beginning  of  1911. 

P    C    0    Co.  33 

Abandoned  well.    No  data. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.  34 

Producer.     No  data. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.  35 

Menlo 

Producer.    No  data. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.  36 

Belmont     -  - 

Producer.    No  data. 

P.  C.  0.  Co.  37- 

Menlo -- 

-_ 

Drilling  at  the  begirming  of  1911. 

Said  to  be  a  very  deep  hole,  with 

considerable  oil. 

Hill  1 

1883 
1883 
1883 

1800 
1200 
1550 

Dry  hole.    Abandoned  when  drilled. 

Hill  2 

Dry  hole.    Abandoned  when  drilled. 

Hill  3 

Belmont 

No    oil    sand,    but    streaks    of    oil 

under  shells.     Pumped  5  barrels 

per   day   for   a   time;    ruined  by 

upper  water  breaking  in. 

S'lni  1 

R.Tiipho  Simi 

1884 

1300 

Dry  hole;  no  oil  whatever.     Aban- 

doned when  drilled. 
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Wells  in  DeWitt  Canon. 

Seven  wells  appear  to  have  been  drilled  in  DeWitt,  or  to  give  it  the 
old  name,  Little  Moore  Canon.  Of  these,  records  can  be  found  for  but 
three. 

The  first  two  wells  were  drilled  by  the  Hardison  &  Stewart  Oil  Com- 
pany in  1882  and  1883.  No.  1  was  about  1000  feet  deep,  and  found  a 
small  quantity,  say  about  one  barrel  per  day,  of  a  black  oil  of  some  24'^ 
Beaume.  An  analysis  of  this  oil  is  given  in  connection  with  those  of 
Pico  oils.     This  well  is  still  flowing  slowly. 

No.  2  was  either  700  or  1100  feet  deep,  probably  the  former,  and  is 
said  to  have  been  a  perfectly  dry  hole.  This  is  down  the  canon  from 
No.  1,  both  being  in  the  east  fork  of  the  canon. 

No.  3  is  also  said  to  have  been  drilled  by  the  Hardison  &  Stewart  Oil 
Company,  but  as  this  well  is  not  mentioned  in  the  1887  report  of  the 
State  Mineralogist,  this  statement  appears  to  be  doubtful.     This  hole 
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is  reported  locally  to  have  been  1600  feet  deep,  and  to  have  found  some 
oil.     It  is  in  the  west  fork  of  the  eailon. 

Nothing  whatever  can  at  present  be  learned  as  to  the  other  four  wells, 
which  were  probably  drilled  by  the  Pacific  Coast  Oil  Company.  These 
wells  are  on  the  Arcadia  and  Camulos  claims,  in  the  north  half  of 
section  7,  3-16. 

The  DeWitt  wells  seem  to  have  been  some  distance  out  on  the  north- 
dipping  formation,  at  least  one  half  mile  north-northeast  of  the  fault 
line  running  from  Pico  to  Wiley,  and  are  probably  on  a  small  secondary 
fold  or  fault  which  shows  for  some  distance  farther  east. 

Wells  in  Towsley  Canon. 

Eleven  wells  are  in  evidence  in  Towsley  Caiion  or  on  the  hills  immedi- 
ately adjacent,  but  the  records  are  fragmentary  and  confused.  No 
work  is  mentioned  in  any  of  the  older  reports  before  1893,  yet  it  is 
highly  probable  that  the  two  wells  on  the  Temple  claim  are  of  consid- 
erably greater  age. 

The  first  recorded  work  was  done  by  the  Washington  Oil  Company 
in  1893  and  1894.  The  first  well  of  this  company,  drilled  immediately 
on  the  outcrop,  was  200  feet  deep,  and  found  a  little  heavy  black  oil, 
presumably  heavy  only  as  compared  with  the  light  oils  of  Pico.  The 
second  well  was  about  400  feet  deep,  and  got  the  same  results.  The 
third  well  of  this  company  was  farther  down  the  dip,  and  when  reported 
in  1894  had  found  some  green  oil  of  about  30°  Beaume  at  a  depth  of 
600  feet.  The  final  depth  of  this  well  is  not  known,  but  probably 
approximated  1000  feet.  The  rig  was  burned  and  the  company  went 
into  bankruptcy. 

A  well  drilled  by  Boyle  &  Thompson,  in  1897,  is  said  to  have  been 
1035  feet  deep,  and  to  have  passed  through  six  streaks  of  oil. 

Another  well,  drilled  by  parties  unknown,  in  the  same  locality,  but 
in  the  following  year,  is  said  to  have  gone  through  brown  shale  and 
sand  to  a  depth  of  1320  feet,  where  flowing  oil  was  struck.  Presumably 
this  w{is  of  short  duration,  as  the  well  was  never  produced. 

A  well  was  drilled  by  Clark,  Sherman  &  Co.,  in  the  year  1896,  to  a 
depth  variously  reported  at  900  and  1600  feet.  This  accounts  for  six 
of  the  eight  wells  wliich  may  be  observed  on  the  east  side  of  the  caiion, 
on  the  Towsley  oil  claim,  northeast  quarter  of  section  17.  Two  or 
three  of  these  old  wells  are  now  seeping  a  little  oil  ranging  between  20° 
and  30°  Beaume,  and  from  these  enough  oil  is  taken  to  supply  the 
drilling  rig  now  working  in  the  caiion. 

Consolidated  Midway  Chief  Oil  Company  is  now  working  close  to  the 
bottom  of  the  canon,  and  to  the  southwest  of  the  old  welLs.  Early  in 
the  current  year  this  well  had  reached  a  depth  of  some  600  feet,  and 
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had  passed  through  several  oil  streaks,  but  had  not  enough  oil  to  make 
a  producer. 

Towsley  Canon  Oil  Company  drilled  a  well  in  the  year  1902,  on 
the  west  side  of  the  canon,  and  just  south  of  the  line  of  the  Towsley 
claim.  This  well  was  980  feet  deep,  and  was  a  crooked  hole.  A  little 
oil  was  found. 

St.  Bernard  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  is  in  the  west 
fork  of  the  canon,  and  nearly  a  mile  and  a  half,  following  the  windings 
of  the  gulch,  above  the  other  wells.  This  well  was  drilled  in  1903,  to  a 
depth  of  2100  feet,  and  is  said  to  have  encountered  oil  at  several  levels, 
but  with  no  production.  In  1911  this  well  was  reported  to  be  again 
drilling,  but  was  not  visited. 

The  Towsley  Caiion  wells  seem  to  be  on  the  main  fault  line  running 
from  Pico  to  Wile.y,  but  were  located  where  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
local  crumpling.  While  most  if  not  all  of  these  wells  found  a  little  oil, 
there  is  no  indication  that  any  of  them  found  any  real  producing  forma- 
tion, and  it  is  highly  probable  that  all  were  located  immediately  in  the 
fault  zone.  The  apparent  line  of  outcrop  of  the  north-dipping  forma- 
tion cuts  through  the  group  of  wells  near  its  southern  margin,  but  there 
is  no  way  to  determine  the  vertical  angle  of  the  fault  line,  nor  the 
width  of  the  crushed  strip.  It  would  appear  that  the  best  prospects, 
reasoning  at  least  from  the  results  at  Pico,  Avould  lie  farther  out  on  the 
north  dip,  and  even  though  a  deeper  hole  were  required  to  reach  the 
sands,  this  would  be  offset  by  the  greater  ease  of  drilling  in  unshattered 
formation. 

Wells  in  Wiley  Canon. 

Seventeen  or  more  wells  have  been  drilled  in  this  canon,  but  little 
information  regarding  them  can  be  had.  Prior  to  1887,  two  wells  had 
been  drilled  here,  one  about  900.  the  other  1325  feet  deep.  Each  of 
these  wells  is  recorded  as  having  given  a  small  quantity  of  dark  green 
36°  oil,  but  no  production. 

In  1910,  seven  wells  in  this  caiion  were  producing,  two  were  imfin- 
ished,  and  seven  had  been  abandoned.  No.  13,  the  farthest  well  to  the 
southeast,  was  reported  to  be  a  very  good  producer  at  some  1800  feet. 
This  well  flowed  by  heads  while  being  drilled.  The  wells  on  the  hill 
immediately  below  this  are  said  to  be  1300  to  1400  feet  deep.  The 
drilling  well  farthest  to  the  north,  down  the  caiion,  was  said  to  be  some 
1500  feet  at  that  time,  but  the  expectation  was  to  carry  it  to  2000  feet. 
The  first  thirteen  wells  were  reported  in  1900  to  range  from  600  to  1626 
feet  in  depth.     At  that  time  only  three  of  these  wells  were  productive. 

At  least  the  older  wells  in  this  caiion  are  very  small  producers,  and 
are  pumped  but  twice  a  week.  It  appears  to  be  characteristic  of  these 
wells  that  they  start  off  with  a  good  prodiiction.  but  dwindle  very 
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rapidly,  this  being  in  strong  contrast  Avith  the  behavior  of  the  Pico 
Canon  wells.  No  reliable  estimate  of  the  gross  production  of  this  group 
of  wells  can  be  had.  but  it  is  probably  small.  These  wells  are  situated 
near  the  center  of  section  16,  3-16,  along  the  line  of  the  main  fault,  and 
are  the  property  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  of  California.  The 
older  wells  were  drilled  by  the  Pacific  Coast  Oil  Company,  or  its  prede- 
cessors. 
Wells  in  Rice  Canon. 

Ten  wells  are  known  to  have  been  drilled  in  Rice  Caiion :  two  on 
property  now  belonging  to  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  seven  on  the 
W.  P.  Rice  property,  and  one  about  one  half  mile  farther  up  the  canon. 
All  abandoned. 

Standard  Oil  Company.  The  wells  of  this  company  are  located,  one 
on  each  side  of  the  canon,  just  north  of  the  south  line  of  section  15. 
Well  No.  1  was  drilled  to  500  feet,  No.  2  to  800  feet.  The  first  is  said 
to  have  been  good  for  three  barrels  daily,  the  second  was  drowned  by 
upper  water. 

Rice  CaTion  Oil  Company.  Seven  wells  were  drilled  by  this  corpor- 
ation, on  the  northeast  quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  22, 
but  these  are  now  the  property  of  W.  P.  Rice  of  Summerfield,  Ma.ssa- 
ehusetts.  These  welLs  were  drilled  in  1889  and  1890,  and  are  said  to 
range  from  800  to  1600  feet,  though  most  of  them  are  of  the  minimum 
depth.  These  wells  made  a  little  oil  of  about  30-  gravity,  but  a  good 
deal  of  water  also,  and  are  not  now  operating. 

Newhall  Mountain  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company,  on  the 
northwest  quarter  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  21,  was  drilled  to  a 
depth  of  1800  feet  without  finding  any  indications  of  oil. 

The  Newhall  well  was  far  to  the  south  of  the  fault  line,  and  on  south- 
dipping  formation.  The  Rice  wells  appear  to  be  located  immediately 
in  the  fault  zone,  which  would  account  for  the  water.  The  Standard 
wells  are  a  short  distance  out  on  north-dipping  formation. 

Wells  in  East  Canon. 

But  two  wells  are  reported  in  this  caiion.  both  <m  the  west  side,  and 
both  abandoned. 

Bradshaw  <£•  Beville.  This  well  is  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  the 
northeast  quarter  of  section  22,  and  apparently  almost  on  the  outcrop 
of  the  north-dipping  strata.  It  was  carried  to  a  depth  somewhat  in 
excess  of  800  feet,  and  it  is  .said  to  have  had  a  very  good  showing  of  18* 
gravity  oil  near  the  bottom,  but  encountered  flowing  water  immediately 
beneath  the  oil. 

Grapevine  Canon  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  corporation  is  on 
the  forty  immediately  north  of  the  above,  and  was  drilled  in  1901.     It 
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was  pointed  and  abandoned  at  1300  feet,  and  seems  to  have  been  entirely 
barren.     It  was  probably  too  far  out  on  the  north  dip  to  reach  the 
productive  sands,  if  any,  at  this  depth. 
Wells  in  Learning  Canon. 

Two  wells  are  known  to  have  been  located  in  this  canon,  but  both 
were  shallow,  and  can  hardly  be  considered  as  tests. 

Dividend  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  was  near  the 
south  line  of  section  10,  and  about  one  eighth  mile  from  the  east  line 
of  the  section.  It  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  about  700  feet,  and  had  no 
signs  of  oil. 

California  Oil  Company.  This  company,  which  also  drilled  on  section 
18,  3-15,  has  a  400-foot  abandoned  well  south  of  the  canon,  in  the 
northeast  quarter  of  section  14.  As  might  be  expected,  no  oil  was 
encountered  at  this  depth. 

These  wells  appear,  superficially  at  least,  to  be  on  a  secondary  fold, 
or  fault,  roughly  parallel  to  the  main  Pico-Wiley  fault.  The  possible 
productiveness  of  this  fold  remains  to  be  proven. 

Wells  in  Elsmere  and  Newhall  Caiions. 

The  group  of  heavy  oil  wells  generally  known  as  the  Elsmere  wells 
are  found  in  the  three  branches  of  the  upper  canon  of  Newhall  Creek. 
The  northeast  branch  of  this  caiion,  not  named  on  the  maps,  but  known 
locally  as  Mud  Springs  Caiion,  follows  closely  the  north  line  of  section 
7,  3-15,  and  joins  Newhall  Creek  about  one  and  one  half  miles  above 
(southeast  of)  the  town  of  Newhall.  Elsmere  Canon  heads  near  the 
southeast  corner  of  section  18,  in  the  same  township,  and  takes  a  north- 
westerly course  to  join  Newhall  Creek  a  short  distance  above  the  junction 
of  Mud  Springs  Caiion.  Newhall  Creek  takes  a  rise  near  the  center 
of  the  east  line  of  section  13,  3-16,  and  flows  almost  due  to  north  to  the 
junction  of  Mud  Springs  Caiion,  whence  it  trends  northwest  to  join  the 
Santa  Clara  River  near  Saugus. 

Between  Mud  Springs  and  Elsmere  canons  the  hills  are  low  and 
rounded,  but  between  Elsmere  and  Newhall  canons  is  a  high  and  very 
steep  ridge,  almost  precipitous  on  its  east  face,  somewhat  more  gentle 
to  the  west,  and  ending  abruptly  near  the  center  of  the  west  line  of 
section  7.  The  wells  in  Mud  Springs  Caiion  are  some  distance  from 
those  of  Elsmere,  but  the  latter  have  been  carried  up  and  over  the 
ridge,  and  cannot  be  divided  from  the  wells  in  Newhall  Canon.  As 
there  is  some  reason  for  believing  that  all  the  wells  in  these  two  canons 
enter  a  common  formation,  they  will  here  be  described  as  a  single  group. 

Pearl  Oil  Company.  Well  No.  1  of  this  company  is  the  most  south- 
erly in  this  group,  the  Enterprise,  Alliance  and  Padua  wells  being  south 
of  the  divide.     This  well  is  immediately  at  the  head  of  Newhall  Canon, 
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and  close  to  the  summit  of  the  range.  It  was  drilled  in  1901  to  a  depth 
of  1050  feet,  and  had  about  35  feet  of  oil  sand.  This,  however,  was 
found  close  to  the  surface,  and  was  not  productive  enough  to  justify 
pumping,  and  the  well  was  abandoned. 

Well  No.  2  was  located  west  of  the  San  Fernando  road,  and  some 
distance  down  the  mountain  from  No.  1.  This  well  was  abandoned  at 
600  feet  because  of  upper  water,  which  could  not  be  shut  off. 

Well  No.  3  is  east  of  No.  2,  immediately  on  the  county  road,  and  close 
to  both  the  grant  line  and  the  producing  wells  north.  This  well  was 
drilled  to  2015  feet  in  the  year  1903.  It  found  the  upper  sands,  those 
from  which  the  wells  immediately  north  produce,  in  place  at  a  slight 
depth,  but  these  were  not  suflficiently  productive  to  justify  operation, 
and  nothing  was  found  below.  This  test  is  of  considerable  interest,  as 
it  shows  the  southern  limit  of  producing  values  in  the  upper  sands,  and 
indicates  the  lack  of  any  oil-bearing  strata  at  greater  depth. 

Zenith  Oil  Company.  This  company,  a  Los  Angeles  corporation,  and 
not  identical  with  the  Zenith  Oil  Company  of  Maine,  which  operated 
in  the  early  years  at  Coalinga,  has  four  abandoned  and  four  producing 
wells  on  the  Rancho  San  Francisco,  in  the  canon  of  Newhall  Creek,  and 
immediately  at  the  foot  of  Elsmere  Ridge.  Of  the  first  three  nothing 
is  known ;  drilling  had  begun  in  1900,  and  two  had  already  been  aban- 
doned in  1903. 

The  present  group  of  producers  is  found  near  the  southern  extremity 
of  the  grant,  and  immediately  west  of  the  Commercial  and  Eureka  wells. 
Well  No.  1  is  630  feet,  and  No.  2  is  645  feet  deep,  and  are  producers. 
No.  3  was  drilled  to  925  feet,  found  the  sand  as  in  adjacent  wells,  but 
was  ruined  by  top  water,  and  abandoned.  No.  4  is  a  producer  at  760 
feet,  and  No.  5  at  740  feet.  The  four  producers  are  all  on  the  jack, 
but  were  shut  down  when  visited.  The  oil  in  the  tanks  is  a  black  oil  of 
some  15°  Beaume,  and  of  less  viscosity  than  the  oil  from  the  ridge  wells 
(see  analysis.)     These  wells  are  said  to  be  small  but  steady  producers. 

San  Miguel  Oil  and  Development  Company — Newhall  Petroleum 
Company.  This  well  was  drilled,  or  at  least  started,  by  the  San  Miguel 
Oil  and  Development  Company,  which  also  operated  in  Placerita  Canon. 
Later  the  property  was  leased  to  the  Newhall  Petroleum  Company,  but 
has  now  reverted  to  the  original  owner,  Mr.  II.  Clay  Needham  of 
Newhall.  This  well  was  drilled  in  1903  to  a  depth  of  1500  feet,  and  was 
pumped  for  a  time,  but  afterward  abandoned.  This  well  is  said  to  have 
found  water  in  the  sands  producing  oil  farther  to  the  east,  and  to  have 
made  a  mixture  of  water  and  oil,  indicating  that  permanent  water  level 
had  been  reached  in  this  direction. 

Safe  Oil  Company.  This  company  operated  in  1901  on  the  small 
tract  just  west  of  the  Santa  Ana  wells.     The  hole  was  slightly  less  than 
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1000  feet  in  depth,  and  found  a  small  quantity  of  heavy  tar,  too  stiff  to 
pump,  at  the  bottom.  It  was  the  opinion  of  local  operators  at  the  time 
that  this  hole  was  then  immediately  above  the  sands  found  in  the  Santa 
Ana  wells.  The  rig  is  still  in  place,  but  no  work  has  been  done  for 
many  years. 

E.  A.  &  D.  L.  Clanipitt — London  Petroleum  Company — Ventura  Oil 
Development  Company.  The  properties  hereafter  described  under  the 
names  Alpine  Oil  Company,  Santa  Ana  Oil  Company,  Commercial  Oil 
Company  and  Eureka  Crude  Oil  Company,  were  sold  during  1908  to 
1910  to  E.  A.  and  D.  L.  Clanipitt  of  Los  Angeles.  Shortly  after  these 
properties  were  sold  to  the  London  Petroleum  Company,  but  it  is  said 
that  the  purchase  was  never  completed,  and  that  the  present  title  is  in 
Clampitt  Bros.  During  1911  these  leases  were  being  operated  by  the 
Ventura  Oil  Development  Company,  an  affiliated  company  of  the  London 
Petroleum  Company. 

Santa  Ana  Oil  Company.  The  wells  of  this  company  are  on  the  north 
half  of  Lot  3,  section  12,  3-16.  Well  No.  1  was  drilled  in  1901,  to  a 
depth  of  1009  feet,  and  was  a  producer.  No.  2  was  also  a  producer  at 
986  feet.  No.  3  was  drilled  in  1902,  to  a  depth  of  875  feet,  and  was 
also  a  producer,  though  always  a  smaller  well  than  the  other  two. 
These  wells  are  small  producers  of  a  very  heavy  oil,  gravity  about  12° 
Beaume.  The  Santa  Ana  Company  also  drilled  in  section  18,  3-15,  and 
at  Newport  and  in  Ventura  County  (Piru). 

Alpine  Oil  Company.  These  wells  are  on  the  south  half  of  Lot  3, 
section  12.  No.  1  was  abandoned  at  800  feet  because  of  casing  trouble, 
No.  2  is  a  producer  at  800  feet,  and  No.  3  at  850  feet.  These  wells  are 
also  producers  of  very  heavj^  black  oil. 

Commercial  Oil  Company.  The  wells  of  this  company  are  on  the 
north  half  of  Lot  1,  section  13,  3-16.  Well  No.  1  was  abandoned  at  700 
feet  because  of  casing  trouble.  Wells  No.  2,  No.  3,  and  No.  4  are  all 
producers,  at  1000  feet,  700  feet,  and  700  feet,  respectively.  The  oil 
from  these  wells  is  somewhat  lighter  than  that  from  the  Alpine  and 
Santa  Ana  wells,  but  the  production  is  small.  These  wells  were  drilled 
in  1901  and  1902. 

Eureka  Crude  Oil  Company.  The  wells  drilled  bj-  this  company  are 
on  the  south  half  of  the  same  lot,  and  were  drilled  in  1901.  Well  No.  1 
is  800,  No.  2  is  850  feet  deep.  Both  are  said  to  be  capable  of  production, 
but  were  sanded  up  and  not  operating  when  last  visited.  These  wells 
are  at  nearly  the  southern  limit  of  production,  and  make  but  very  little 
oil,  even  when  in  good  condition.  The  oil  is  said  to  be  similar  to  that 
from  the  Zenith  wells. 

Squatv  Flat  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  in  the  year  1911, 
in  the  extreme  northeast  corner  of  section  18,  3-15.     The  well  was  1205 
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feet  deep,  and  found  a  fair  stratum  of  oil  sand,  but  not  very  productive, 
and  when  the  rig  was  accidentally  burned  it  was  not  replaced.  This 
company  are  also  operating  in  the  Upper  Sespe,  Ventura  County. 

California  Oil  Company.  The  well  drilled  by  this  company  was  in 
the  southwest  corner  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  17,  3-15.  in 
Elsmere  Canon,  but  nearly  at  the  summit  of  the  ridge.  It  was  drilled 
in  1900,  was  al)Out  1200  feet  deep,  and  barren. 

Graves  Oil  Company.  This  well  is  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  17.  It  was  drilled  in  1900  to  a  depth  of 
about  1500  feet,  and  is  said  to  have  gone  into  solid  granite.  It  was  a 
dry  hole. 

Good  Luck  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  companj-  was  drilled  in 
1900,  on  the  hillside  above  the  Standard's  Elsmere  wells,  in  the  southeast 
quarter  of  section  7,  3-15.  It  is  reported  to  have  been  675  feet  deep, 
and  to  have  shown  a  little  oil,  and  considerable  water.  Abandoned  when 
drilled. 

standard  Oil  Company — Ehmcrc.  On  this  tract  there  are  twenty 
wells,  of  which  eleven  are  more  or  less  productive,  while  nine  have  been 
abandoned.  The  first  well  on  this  tract  was  drilled  by  the  California 
Star  Oil  Company,  then  owners  of  the  ground,  in  1889.  This  well  is 
said  to  have  been  600  feet  deep.  Between  this  time  and  1900,  fifteen 
wells  had  been  drilled,  of  which  seven  were  productive  in  the  latter  year, 
and  reported  to  yield  from  7  to  45  barrels  per  day  each.  In  1903, 
shortly  after  the  property  passed  to  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  eleven 
wells  were  producing,  and  three  suspended  but  rigged.  This  lease  was 
allowed  to  stand  idle  for  a  considerable  time,  and  no  new  work  has  been 
done  for  some  years.  The  wells  now  pumping  are  on  the  jack,  like  all 
the  wells  on  the  ridge  above  it. 

This  group  of  wells  is  located  in  the  canon,  and  on  the  steep  side  of  the 
ridge  to  the  west.  The  evidences  of  a  fault,  of  which  the  west  is  the 
ui)-thrust  side,  are  very  plain,  and  the  abandoned  wells  farther  to  the 
east,  including  all  but  one  east  of  the  creek  bed,  appear  to  have  been 
sunk  in  l)arren  formation.  The  depth  of  these  wells  is  not  known. 
1  hough  it  is  said  that  the  one  farthest  to  the  southeast  Cnot  exactly 
located,  but  described  as  in  the  flat  below  the  California  well,  and  prob- 
ably in  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  18),  Avas  carried  to  a  depth  of 
jibout  1800  feet,  of  which  1200  feet  was  in  more  or  less  solid,  or  at 
least  unbroken,  granite.  West  of  the  creek  bed  the  wells  range  from 
600  to  1200  feet  in  depth,  the  variation  lieing  approximately  equal  to 
the  difference  in  level  at  the  derrick  floor.  That  is,  the  sands  appeared 
to  have  a  slight  pitch  only  to  the  west.  No  detailed  information  is  at 
liand  from  which  the  contour  of  the  sands  can  be  plotted,  but  the  attached 
figure  illustrates  in  a  highly  generalized  manner  the  structure  of  the 
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country  across  Elsmere  and  Newhall  canons.  The  gravity  of  the  average 
oil  from  this  lease  is  about  14°  Beaume,  the  wells  next  to  the  fault  line 
producing  the  heaviest  oil,  and  those  farthest  to  the  southwest  the 
lightest. 


I 


Figure  26. 
Cross   section,    Elsmere   and   Newhall   canons. 

Wells  in  Mud  Springs  Canon. 

Eight  wells  have  been  drilled  in  this  canon,  of  which  two  are  now  pro- 
ducing, four  have  made  some  oil,  but  have  been  lost  for  various  reasons, 
and  two  were  dry  or  practically  so. 

Connell,  D.  A.  These  wells  are  the  private  property  of  Mr.  D.  A. 
Connell,  of  Newhall,  and  are  located  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section 
6,  3-15,  on  the  floor  of  Mud  Springs  Cafion,  and  just  north  of  the  creek 
bed.  The  difference  of  elevation  is  slight.  Well  No.  1  is  the  farthest 
east,  and  is  but  a  short  distance  from  the  Golden  West  well  mentioned 
below.  This  well  was  drilled  in  1908,  to  a  depth  of  950  feet.  At  about 
500  feet  a  thin  layer  of  sand  was  found,  containing  a  little  oil.  The 
principal  producing  layer  was  met  at  835  feet,  and  the  well  is  now  pump- 
ing from  this  sand,  called  locally  the  second  sand.  This  was  a  fairly 
firm  but  soft  sand,  and  gives  a  peculiar  brownish-green  oil  some  17° 
Beaume.     The  analyses  of  this  and  following  oils  are  given  below. 

Well  No.  2  found  a  heavy  oil  sand  at  some  600  feet,  this  being  similar 
to  and  probably  identical  with  the  sand  producing  in  No.  3.     This  sand 
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was  not  perforated,  however,  and  the  well  was  carried  down  in  search  of 
the  sand  producing  in  No.  1.  This  was  found  below  1000  feet,  but  less 
productive  here  than  in  No.  1,  and  at  1100  feet  a  quantity  of  water  was 
struck  and  the  well  ruined. 

Well  No.  3  was  carried  through  the  first  sand  only,  and  was  landed 
below  it  at  about  600  feet.  This  sand  is  here  quite  productive,  but  gives 
a  much  heavier  oil  than  is  found  in  the  second  sand,  and  carries  also 
some  fresh  water.  This  is  considered  to  come  from  No.  2  well,  or  from 
one  of  the  older  wells  to  the  east.  No.  3  is  pumping  on  the  beam,  and 
No.  1  on  jack. 

Golden  West  Oil  Company.  This  well  is  just  east  of  Connell  No.  1, 
and  at  a  slightly  greater  elevation,  perhaps  50  feet.  It  was  drilled  in 
1894,  to  a  depth  of  930  feet,  and  got  a  good  producer  in  the  second  sand, 
the  quality  of  the  oil  being  about  the  same  as  that  from  Connell  No.  1. 
This  well  is  said  to  have  pumped  250  barrels  in  the  first  four  days,  but 
upper  water  followed  down,  attempts  to  cement  failed,  and  the  hole  was 
abandoned. 

Banner  Oil  Company.  This  well  is  just  east  of  the  foregoing,  and  at 
about  the  same  elevation.  Nevertheless,  it  found  what  appears  to  be  the 
second  sand  at  about  800  feet,  with  considerable  oil,  but  too  much  upper 
water  to  handle.  This  well  was  drilled  in  1893,  and  was  abandoned 
when  the  water  (or  quicksand)  came  in. 

Nettleton  (&  Kellerman  Oil  Company.  The  two  wells  of  this  company 
are  a  short  distance  southeast  of  the  Connell  wells,  No  i  at  about  the 
same  level,  No.  2  somewhat  higher.  No.  1  was  drilled  \u  1899  to  a  depth 
of  1450  feet,  and  found  two  sands,  which  seem  ^  h-  the  second  of  the 
Connell  wells,  and  a  third  sand  not  reached  irj  'Lev  of  these  latter. 
Nothing  corresponding  to  the  first  sand  was  passeu  m  this  woll,  but  the 
second  sand  was  found  as  a  very  thin  layer,  «iid  biii  ^  :-<::hriy  pr  iuctive. 
The  oil  from  this  sand  is  now  flowing  around  l!i.  o.'lt."  ^ti-ing,  and 
though  somewhat  weathered,  is  very  similar  in  appearance  to  the  oil 
from  Connell  No.  1.  At  somewhere  about  1100  feet  a  third  producing 
stratum  was  reached,  and  the  well  flowed  very  strongly.  For  a  time  the 
well  was  an  excellent  producer,  but  fell  off  rapidly,  and  in  the  course  of 
a  few  months  was  making  but  two  or  three  barrels  a  day,  which  it  main- 
tained, being  pumped  at  intervals  until  a  short  time  since.  After  the 
production  dwindled  the  well  was  deepened  to  1450  feet,  but  went  into 
hard  rock  (granite)  without  finding  any  further  sands.  The  rig  was 
finally  burned  off  and  never  replaced,  but  the  light  oil  from  the  third 
sand  is  still  flowing  slowly  from  the  inner  string.  This  is  a  bright- 
green  oil  of  some  40°  gravity. 

Well  No.  2  was  drilled  in  the  succeeding  year,  and  found  a  little  oil  in 
the  second  sand,  but  no  production,  and  did  not  find  the  third.     The 
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depth  of  the  hole  was  1000  feet,  which  makes  it  rather  uncertain 
whether  it  was  deep  enough  to  reach  this  formation.  The  owners  of  the 
property,  however,  believe  that  the  light  oil  found  in  No.  1  well  came 
from  a  crevice  in  hard  rock,  and  that  the  production  of  this  well  does 
not  argue  the  presence  of  a  third  producing  sand. 

Yankee  Doodle  Oil  Company.  This  well  was  drilled  in  1900,  about 
three-eighths  mile  above  the  Kellcrman  Avells,  and  on  the  south  bank  of 
the  creek.  It  is  reported  that  this  well  was  705  feet  deep,  and  that  it 
got  some  oil,  but  the  latter  statement  may  be  questioned.  The  hole  is 
now  flowing  a  liberal  stream  of  strong  sulfur  water. 

Wells  on  the  South  Slope. 

Several  wells  have  been  drilled  on  the  south  slope  of  the  range,  but 
none  of  these  have  developed  profitable  quantities  of  oil.  The  records, 
so  far  as  they  can  be  found,  are  as  follows : 

Padua  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  in  1900  on  the  Rinaldi 
tract,  in  the  southAvest  quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  24, 
3-16.  This  well  was  about  1200  feet  deep,  and  found  a  little  oil  near  the 
surface,  but  nothing  below. 

Alliance  Oil  Company.  A  hole  on  the  Weldon  property,  northeast 
quarter  of  the  same  section.  This  well  was  on  the  west  side  of  San  Fer- 
nando Canon,  and  but  a  short  distance  east  of  the  railroad,  near  the 
southern  end  of  the  tunnel.  It  appears  to  have  been  started  in  an  out- 
crop, as  it  got  traces  of  thick  tarry  oil  near  the  surface,  but  nothing 
below.     Total  depth  Avas  700  feet,  drilled  in  1901. 

Enterprise  Oil  Company.  The  two  Avells  of  this  company  were  very 
near  the  summit  of  the  ridge,  but  slightly  on  the  southern  side,  being  on 
the  northwest  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  13,  3-16. 
Like  the  foregoing,  they  found  a  little  oil  near  the  surface,  but  nothing 
of  commercial  value,  and  each  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  about  800  feet 
and  abandoned. 

Santa  Ana  Oil  Company.  This  company  (see,  also,  Elsmere)  drilled 
a  Avell  on  the  southA\'est  quarter  of  southeast  quarter  of  section  18,  3-15. 
close  to  the  summit  of  the  ridge  south  of  the  Elsmere  wells.  This  Avell 
AA'as  drilled  in  1902,  and  was  640  feet  deep.  At  585  feet  an  oil  sand 
Avas  entered  Avhich  shoAved  on  test  12  barrels  per  day  of  heavy  oil,  but 
in  attempting  to  deepen  the  well  a  string  of  tools  was  lost,  and  after  a 
long  fishing  job  the  Avell  Avas  abandoned. 

Mentey  ^Yell.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  Grapevine  Caiion,  near  the 
north  line  of  section  19,  3-15,  a  seepage  of  heavy  oil  formerly  existed, 
and  just  beloAV  this  a  Avell  Avas  drilled  by  a  ~Slr.  ^Mentey  in  1875.  The 
hole  was  417  feet  deep,  and  got  considerable  fresh  Avater  and  mueli 
£^as,  but  no  oil. 
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Pacoima  Oil  Company.  In  the  canon  lying  next  east  of  Gi'apevine 
Cafion  is  an  old  well  (northeast  quarter  of  the  southwest  quarter  of 
section  20)  which  is  said  to  have  been  drilled  by  the  Pacoima  Oil  Com- 
pany. The  well  drilled  by  this  company  was  put  down  in  1901  and  was 
a  dry  hole  at  800  feet,  but  the  location  is  uncertain.  Messrs.  Proudfit 
&  Parker,  of  Los  Angeles,  drilled  a  well  somewhere  in  this  neighbor- 
hood at  this  time,  reported  to  be  800  feet  deep  and  to  have  found 
traces  of  oil.  This  may  possibly  be  the  same  well. 
Wells  in  Placerita  Canon. 

The  wells  in  Placerita  Caiion,  though  not  commercially  productive,  at 
one  time  attracted  great  attention  because  of  the  peculiar  quality  of 
the  oil,  and  from  the  very  remarkable  conditions  under  which  it  was 
found.  All  who  had  occasion  to  examine  this  territory  at  the  time  have 
agreed  that  this  oil  was  found  either  in  granite  or  in  a  schist  of  granitic 
appearance.  As  granite  in  its  normal  condition  is  far  too  dense  to  carry 
a  large  quantity  of  oil,  we  must  understand  formation  to  be  the  softened 
and  decomposed  crystalline  rock  sometimes  found  near  the  contact  of 
sedimentary  and  plutonic  formations.  It  is  by  no  means  easy  to  deter- 
mine from  the  drillings  of  even  a  shallow  well  whether  the  tools  are 
working  in  such  a  softened  granite  or  in  a  sandstone  built  up  from 
granite  debris,  and  there  is  a  strong  possibility  that  this  oil  was  actually 
found  in  sandstone.  There  are  also  the  possibilities,  first,  that  the  oil 
might  be  found  in  granite  in  place,  by  seepage  through  cracks  in  the 
harder  material  from  a  nearby  porous  formation  in  which  the  oil  was 
held  in  quantity,  but  if  such  formation  exists  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Placerita  it  has  not  yet  been  located  by  drilling;  or,  second,  that  the  oil 
might  be  brought  to  such  a  location  by  seepage  from  a  considerable  dis- 
tance through  porous  shales  or  clays.  This  theorj'-  agrees  well  with  the 
character  of  the  oil,  and  Avill  be  spoken  of  in  more  detail  in  connection 
with  the  analysis  of  the  oil. 

Freeman  &  Nelson  White  Oil  Company.  The  wells  of  this  company 
were  along  the  east  line  of  section  4,  3-15,  and  just  south  of  the  New 
Century  wells. 

Well  No.  1  is  the  farthest  north,  and  was  drilled  in  1899.  This  well 
found  the  same  white  oil  as  the  New  Century  well,  at  a  depth  of  520 
feet.  The  well  has  never  been  produced  commercially,  except  to  furnish 
fuel  for  drilling  rigs,  but  it  is  stated  that  on  careful  tests,  extending 
over  several  days,  it  averages  2^  barrels  per  day. 

Well  No.  2  was  drilled  by  Clark  &  Sherman  of  Los  Angeles,  in  the 
year  1900.  This  well  is  immediately  south  of  No.  1,  and  though  carried 
to  a  deptli  of  1030  feet,  was  practically  a  dry  hole,  finding  only  slight 
traces  of  the  white  oil. 

Well  No.  3  was  drilled  by  the  Freeman  &  Nelson  Company,  but  was 
13—63 
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abandoned  at  457  feet  with  only  traces  of  oil.     The  property  is  now 
under  lease  to  the  Los  Angeles  &  Kern  Oil  Mining  Company. 

Los  Angeles  &  Kern  Oil  Mining  Company.  This  company  is  drilling 
just  east  of  Freeman  &  Nelson  No.  1,  and  in  January,  1912,  had 
reached  a  depth  of  450  feet. 

New  Century  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  four  wells  in  the 
years  1900  and  1901,  in  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  4,  3-15,  just 
north  of  Placerita  Creek, 

Well  No.  1  was  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  quarter,  and  at  720  feet 
obtained  a  production  of  several  barrels  per  day  of  a  white  limpid  oil  of 
some  43°  Beaume.  The  production  lasted  but  a  few  days,  and  seems  ta 
have  come  from  a  pocket,  though  it  is  probable  that  the  well  is  capable 
of  a  small  steady  production. 

Well  No.  2  of  this  company  was  located  just  north  of  No.  1,  and  had 
traces  of  oil  at  700  feet.  No.  3,  one  location  to  the  north  of  No.  2,  was- 
carried  to  a  depth  of  900  feet  without  finding  any  oil.  No.  4,  still 
farther  north,  went  to  1000  feet,  and  also  had  a  little  white  oil,  but  not 
enough  to  pump. 

San  Miguel  Oil  <&  Development  Company.  This  company  drilled  a 
well  on  the  S.  Cuneo  tract,  north  half  of  the  north  half  of  section  3,  3-15,. 
in  the  year  1902.  This  well  was  1000  feet  deep  or  thereabouts,  and  is 
said  to  have  had  traces  of  the  white  oil  found  in  the  wells  farther  south. 

Harrison  Well.  This  well  is  located  on  the  same  property  as  above,. 
but  about  one  fourth  mile  farther  east,  near  the  section  line  and  just 
south  of  the  county  road.  It  was  drilled  in  1905,  was  about  2100  feet 
deep,  and  is  said  to  have  been  entirely  barren. 

San  Bernardino  Well.  In  the  1894  report  of  the  State  Mineralogist 
a  well  under  this  name  is  reported  to  have  been  drilled  in  Placerita 
Canon,  four  miles  from  Newhall.  The  hole  is  reported  to  be  640  feet 
deep,  and  abandoned  because  of  lost  tools.  This  well  cannot  now  be 
located. 

Pioneer  White  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  on  the  northeast 
quarter  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  3,  3-15.  The  well  was 
drilled  in  1901,  was  1270  feet  deep,  and  had  a  very  little  white  oil  and 
a  great  deal  of  water,  with  considerable  gas. 

lola  Oil  Company.     A  company  by  this  name  drilled  in  the  year  1901 
on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  12,  3-15,  in  Bear  Caiion,  a  tributary 
of  Placerita  Canon.     This  well  is  said  to  have  been  dry  at  a  depth  of 
1100  feet. 
Wells  in  Township  4-15. 

At  least  three  wells,  and  probably  more,  have  -been  drilled  in  this 
township,  but  only  the  scantiest  information  can  noAv  be  had. 
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Portland  Oil  Company.  This  company  is  said  to  have  operated  in 
the  nortl]east  quarter  of  section  31,  4-15,  south  of  the  divide  between 
Placerita  Canon  and  Soledad  Canon,  in  the  year  1902.  This  is  said  to 
have  been  a  dry  hole,  about  800  feet  deep. 

Montezuma  Oil  Company.  A  corporation  by  this  name  is  reported  to 
have  drilled  in  Lot  4,  section  32,  4-15,  but  the  hole  cannot  be  located, 
and  nothing  is  known  as  to  its  history. 

Pacific  King  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  in  the  northeast 
quarter  of  section  28,  4-15,  south  of  the  railroad  near  Humphreys 
station,  and  on  the  east  side  of  a  short  caiion  draining  into  Soledad 
Canon.  This  well  was  1300  feet  deep,  and  is  variously  reported  to  have 
been  a  dry  hole,  and  to  have  shown  some  oil  near  the  bottom — the  former 
appears  more  likely. 

Wells  in  Township  5-15. 

Newhall  Consolidated  OH  Company.  This  company  drilled  in  the 
year  1902  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  36,  5-15.  This  hole  was 
taken  to  a  total  depth  of  830  feet,  and  gave  a  good  showing  of  light- 
brown  oil  at  about  700  feet,  estimated  by  the  operators  at  from  two  to 
three  barrels  per  day.  Between  800  feet  and  the  bottom,  flowing 
water  was  struck,  which  could  not  be  handled.  It  is  said  that  the 
seepages  on  which  this  location  w^ere  based  lie  to  the  east  and  a  little 
north,  or  along  the  apparent  strike  of  the  main  hill  formation. 

Tujunga  Wells. 

The  wells  of  this  group  were  drilled  in  townships  3-14  and  3-13,  in 
Pacoima,  Little  Tujunga,  and  Big  Tujunga  canons.  This  territory  has 
never  been  visited  by  representatives  of  the  Mining  Bureau,  and  the 
reports  are  less  definite  than  might  be  wished,  but  are  here  given. 

Denver  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  in  the  year  1904,  on  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  21,  3-14,  on  the  divide  between  Pacoima 
and  little  Tujunga  canons.  Abandoned  at  900  feet  because  of  lost 
tools  and  flowing  water.     No  oil. 

Apex  Oil  Company.  This  company  has  drilled  three  wells,  all  close 
together,  in  section  22,  3-14.  No.  1  was  drilled  in  1903,  and  was  some- 
thing over  900  feet  deep.  The  casing  was  dropped  and  collapsed,  and 
the  hole  abandoned. 

Well  No.  2  was  drilled  in  1904,  and  was  1564  feet  deep.  This  hole 
was  abandoned  because  of  lost  tools. 

"Well  No.  3  was  drilled  in  1908,  and  was  abandoned  with  a  string  of 
tools  buried  in  heaving  sand  at  1320  feet.  No.  1  was  the  most  northerly 
of  these  three  wells,  all  of  which  are  in  a  north  branch  of  Little  Tujunga 
Caiion.  No.  2  was  farthest  to  the  south,  and  No.  3  between  the  two,  but 
to  the  east. 
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All  these  wells  are  said  to  have  shown  encouraging  quantities  of  oil, 
but  most  was  found  at  about  1200  feet  in  No.  3,  in  black  shale.  This 
oil  is  said  to  have  been  a  light-green  oil  of  48°  Beaume.  No  producing 
sand  was  found  in  any  of  these  wells,  the  oil  being  a  seepage  in  fine, 
close-grained  formation. 

Russian  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  was  drilled  in  1901, 
on  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  same  section,  and  abandoned  at  a  depth 
of  1874  feet.  Considerable  discussion  has  taken  place  about  the  results 
from  this  well,  some  observers  reporting  that  the  well  went  into  a  hard 
dark  granite  at  the  bottom,  and  was  entirely  barren,  while  others, 
equally  competent  to  judge,  state  that  the  last  drillings  were  of  a 
blackish  shale,  and  that  the  well  at  times  baled  several  gallons  of  a  light- 
green  oil,  similar  in  appearance  to  that  obtained  in  Apex  No.  3.  The 
discrepancy  cannot  now  be  reconciled. 

Tujunga  Oil  Company.  In  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  25,  3-14, 
on  the  south  side  of  Little  Tujunga  Canon,  this  company  drilled  a 
shallow  hole  in  the  year  1900.  This  well  was  abandoned  at  450  feet,  and 
had  a  slight  seepage  of  oil. 

Boston  Petroleum  Company — Canon  Oil  Company.  A  well  was 
started  by  the  former  company  in  the  year  1904,  near  the  center  of 
section  33,  3-13,  on  the  north  side  of  Big  Tujunga  Canon.  This  well 
was  suspended  at  a  depth  of  1060  feet,  but  was  left  cased  and  with  the 
rig  standing.  In  the  next  year  the  Canon  Oil  Company  carried  the  hole 
down  to  a  total  depth  of  1170  feet,  from  which  depth  they  baled  several 
barrels  of  a  light-colored  green  oil  of  high  gravity,  said  to  have  been  37° 
Beaume.  This  hole  was  drilled  in  very  steeply-pitched  formation,  and 
was  finally  abandoned  because  of  the  loss  of  a  string  of  tools. 

Canon  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  in  1906,  after  losing  the 
preceeding  well,  on  the  same  section,  but  a  little  to  the  east  and  up  the 
canon.      This  well  was  abandoned  at  600  feet  for  financial  reasons. 

This  territory  is  described  as  consisting  mainly  of  whitish  and  green- 
ish shales,  some  considerably  indurated,  and  some  layers  of  sandstone. 
No  geological  description  of  the  country  being  available,  it  is  difficult 
to  determine  whether  any  fair  prospects  exist  for  future  discoveries. 
There  is  no  question,  however,  that  at  least  three  of  the  wells,  and 
possibly  more,  obtained  enough  oil  to  warrant  further  investigation. 


I 


LOS    ANGELES    COUNTY.  181 

RECAPITULATION. 

In  the  ten  townships  which  we  have  here  taken  as  constituting  the 
Newhall  oil  field,  we  have  a  total  of  225  wells,  of  which  77  were  pro- 
ducing, 141  had  been  abandoned,  and  7  were  drilling  in  January,  1912. 
As  these  wells  produce  several  varieties  of  oil,  and  under  widely 
different  conditions,  it  may  be  useful  to  summarize  briefly  the  results 
obtained  in  each  group. 

Township  4-17.  An  attempt  was  made  here  to  extend  the  producing 
strip  found  north  of  the  Santa  Clara  River.  Three  abandoned  wells, 
with  some  indications  of  oil,  no  work  under  way  at  present. 

Toivnships  5-17  and  5-16 — Castaic.  Three  abandoned  wells  and  one 
rig  working  in  the  canon  of  Castaic  Creek.  One  of  the  abandoned  wells 
found  some  oil. 

Pico  Canon.  Has  been  producing  oil  since  1875.  At  present  there 
are  43  producing  wells,  33  abandoned,  and  2  drilling.  Present  annual 
production  between  90,000  and  100,000  barrels  of  high-grade  refining 
oil,  averaging  nearly  40°  Beaume  in  gravity.  Average  daily  production 
per  well  about  6  barrels. 

DeWitt  Cafion.  Seven  abandoned  wells,  some  of  which  obtained  some 
oil.     No  work  has  been  done  for  several  years. 

Towsley  Canon.  Twelve  abandoned  wells,  several  of  which  produced 
small  quantities  of  oil,  and  one  is  now  supplying  fuel.  One  drilling-rig 
working.     No  production. 

Wiley  Canon.  Has  been  producing  oil  since  about  1900.  There  are 
now  7  producing  wells,  8  abandoned,  and  2  drilling.  Present  annual 
l^roduction  probably  from  8000  to  10,000  barrels.  Oil  is  of  refining 
grade,  but  somewhat  heavier  than  that  of  Pico  Cafion.  Average  daily 
production  per  well  in  the  neighborhood  of  3i  barrels. 

Rice  Cafion.  Ten  wells  have  been  drilled  in  this  cafion,  some  of  which 
showed  oil,  but  all  are  now  abandoned  and  no  work  is  being  done. 

East  Caiion.     Two  abandoned  wells,  slight  indication  of  oil. 

Learning  Cafion.     Two  abandoned  wells,  no  indications  of  oil. 

Elsmere  and  Neivhall  Cafions.  In  this  group  there  are  twenty-five 
producing  wells,  twenty-four  abandoned,  no  new  work  being  done.  The 
present  annual  production  is  about  44,000  barrels,  but  could  probably 
be  increased  to  60,000  barrels  or  more,  as  a  number  of  these  wells  have 
not  been  worked  to  their  capacity.  The  output  is  a  heavy  fuel  oil, 
averaging  about  14°  Beaume,  and  very  similar  to  the  heavier  grades  of 
Los  Angeles  City  crude.  Under  present  conditions  the  average  daily 
output  of  these  wells  is  about  5  barrels  each. 

Mud  Springs  Canon.  Here  there  are  6  abandoned  wells,  and  2  pro- 
ducing.    Present  annual  production  perhaps  5000  barrels,  or  about  7 
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barrels  per  day  per  well.  This  is  a  heavy  oil,  of  two  grades,  though 
much  lighter  oil  was  found  in  some  of  the  abandoned  wells. 

South  Slope.  On  the  south  side  of  the  San  Fernando  range  seven 
wells  have  been  drilled,  all  abandoned.  Some  showed  small  quantities 
of  oil,  but  none  indicated  prospects  for  production. 

Placerita.  In  this  canon  there  are  twelve  abandoned  wells,  and  one 
rig  working.  Several  of  these  wells  gave  a  small  output  of  white  oil  of 
some  43°  gravity. 

Townships  5-15  and  4-15.  In  these  two  townships  four  wells  have 
been  drilled,  only  one  of  which  gave  any  direct  indications  of  oil.  All 
abandoned,  and  no  work  done  for  several  years. 

Tujunga.  Eight  wells  have  been  drilled  in  this  territory,  several  of 
which  gave  small  yields  of  light-green  oil.     All  are  now  abandoned. 

QUALITY  OF  NEWHALL  OILS. 

Newhall  produces  many  varieties  of  crude,  ranging  from  the  lightest 
to  the  heaviest.  But  one  sample  is  available  from  Castaic.  This  is  a 
moderately  light-green  oil,  and  as  it  flows  from  the  well  contains  little 
naptha,  though  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  quality  is  depreciated. 

The  Pico  Canon  oil  averages  38°  Beaume,  and  is  an  extremely  volatile 
oil,  giving  high  gasoline  yields,  much  kerosene,  very  little  asphalt  and 
almost  no  lubricants.     This  is  a  very  limpid  greenish-black  oil. 

The  single  sample  from  DeWitt  Canon  is  a  blackish  oil  of  about  25°, 
giving  no  gasoline,  and  probably  depreciated  by  exposure. 

The  Towsley  Canon  oils  are  said  to  be  of  similar  quality,  but  no 
samples  could  be  had. 

The  oil  from  Wiley  Canon  is  about  30°  Beaume,  and  gives  less 
gasoline  and  more  asphalt  than  the  Pico  oils. 

Rice  Canon  is  said  to  yield  an  oil  similar  to  that  of  Wiley.  No 
samples  could  be  had. 

The  Elsmere  oil  is  a  thick,  black,  asphaltic  oil,  ranging  from  11°  to 
18°  Beaume.  The  yield  of  asphalt  from  this  oil  is  not  large  for  the 
gravity,  and  the  analysis  is  poor  in  all  cases. 

The  white  oil  of  Placerita  is  described  in  full  in  Chapter  XX.  It  is 
water-white,  very  limpid,  contains  no  gasoline  nor  asphalt,  and  appears 
to  consist  largely  of  aromatic  hydrocarbons. 

The  following  analyses,  while  some  localities  are  not  represented, 
probably  cover  the  range  of  values  very  completely : 

44Sl.t 
Rose  Oil  Company.     Castaic.     Well  No.  1. 

Gravity 25.3°  Beaum§ 

This  is  a  limpid  and  rather  pale  oil,  of  a  strong  green  color,  with  a  very  sweet  and 
rather  flat  odor.  This  sample  was  taken  from  an  abandoned  well  (the  only  well  in 
this  vicinity  which  found  oil),  and  though  the  oil  is  flowing  from  a  closed  casing,  is 
probably  somewhat  depreciated  from  its  original  condition. 


tAnalysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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Distillation. 

A  sample  of  100  c.c.  distilled  from  copper,  first  two  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  inert  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

l-'irbt  cut 15.3  per  cent  43.0°  Beaum6 

Second   cut   33.8  per  cent  33.0° 

Third   cut   48.1  per  cent  23.7° 

rixed  carbon   2.8  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

(Jii  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  inert  gas,  and  calculation 

of  the  carbon  to  "  D  "  asphalt,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  had : 

(iasoline    Gl°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  17.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  30.0  per  cent 

Fuel   di.stillate   29.8°  21.G  per  cent  ,  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 13.6°  24.4  per  cent  )  23.7°-^G.0% 

Asphalt "D"  7.0  per  cent  or  24.5  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  kerosene  ran  with  a  good  color,  and  treated  out  readily  to  a 
water-white  and  sweet  oil.  The  stove  oil  contained  some  hydrogen 
•sulfid,  but  on  treatment  gave  a  sweet  oil.  The  lubricating  stock  gave 
a  reduced  oil  of  a  rich  green  and  pale  color,  but  almost  solid  with 
paraffin. 

This  is  an  interesting  sample,  being  the  only  representative  of  the 
possible  oils  in  the  formation  north  of  the  river  and  east  of  the  Temescal. 
It  is  very  likely  that  as  it  exists  in  the  sands,  it  contained  some  engine 
distillate,  and  possibly  gasoline.  On  the  other  hand,  both  in  appearance 
and  in  analysis  it  closely  resembles  the  valueless  green  oils  of  tlie  E.x- 
Mission,  except  for  the  paraffin,  which  is  not  found  in  these  oils.  The 
presence  of  this  substance  makes  it  probable  that  the  oil  is  not  naturally 
so  "dead"  as  is  shown  by  the  analysis,  but  has  been  partly  evaporated 
in  the  casing. 

7468. • 
Standard   Oil   Company.     Pico   No.  2. 

•Gravity 31.8°  Beaum6  (0.865  sp.  gr.) 

This  sample  was  collected  and   analyzed   in   the  year  1885,   when   this  well   was 
about  ten  years  old.     The  well  is  said  to  have  been  700  feet  deep,  but  to  have  drawn 
its  oil  from  close  to  the  surface. 
DiMtiUation. 

A  sample  of  500  c.c.  was  distilled  from  a  copper  retort,  without  the  use  of 
oither  steam  or  gas.  Distillation  was  carried  up  to  a  temperature  of 
300°  0.,  but  the  properties  of  the  residue  were  not  noted. 

Uolow   ].".0°   G 1 0.(5  per  c«>nt  40.2°  Beaum6 

l.W   to   200° 20.6  per  cent  45.0° 

•200   to  250° 10.2  per  cent  38.1° 

•J.^iO   to   300° 11.3  per  c<^nt  a'i.l° 

Residue   41.3  per  cent  Not  recorded 

100.0  per  cent 

'Analysis  by  W.  D.  Johnston. 
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This  is  equivalent  to  the  following  partial  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaum6           None 

Engine  distillate 52°  5.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  43.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  11.0  per  cent 

Residue 41.0  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

7469.» 
Standard  Oil  Company.     Pico  Canon.       H.  &  S.  Well  No.  3. 

Gravity . 35.5°  Beaum6  (0.846  sp.  gr. ) 

This  sample  was  collected  and  analyzed  in  the  year  1886,  when  the  well  was 

three  years  old.     The  hole  was  1550  feet  deep,  and  drew  its  oil  from  shale  under 

hard  shells.  i  !  fjt . 

Distillation.  " 

A  sample  of  500  c.c.  was  distilled  from  a  copper  retort  without  the  use  of 

either   steam   or   gas.      Distillation   was   carried    up    to    a   temperature    of 

500°  C,  but  the  properties  of  the  residue  were  not  noted. 

Below  100°  C 11.2  per  cent  63.6°   Beaum§ 

100  to  125° 9.3  per  cent  56.1° 

125  to  150° 9.5  per  cent  50.6° 

150   to   200° 13.6  per  cent  44.6° 

200  to  2.50° 13.4  per  cent  36.5° 

250  to  300° 8.8  per  cent  30.9° 

Residue   34.2  per  cent  Not  recorded 


100.0  per  cent 

These  figures   are   closely   equivalent  to   the   following   commercial 

analysis : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaum6  18.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  11.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  23.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  16.0  per  cent 

Residue 32.0  per  cent 
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100.0  per  cent 


5484.t 
Standard   Oil   Company.     Pico   No.  4. 

Gravity 37.3°  Beaum6 

Viscosity  at  60°  F 1.40  Redwood 

Viscosity  at  185°  F 1-07  Redwood 

Flash Below  60°  F.,  Abel-Pensky  test 

Sulfur 0.28  per  cent  by  weight 

Thermal  value 20,054  British  thermal  units 

♦Analysis  by  W.  D.  Johnston. 
tAnalysis  by  .T.  P.  P. 
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Distillation. 
A  sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  a 

Below    212°    F 10.5  per  cent 

212   to  302° 20.4  per  cent 

302  to  392° 13.8  per  cent 

392   to  482° 13.0  per  cent 

482   to  572° 11.1  per  cent 

572°    to  grade — a 16.9  per  cent 

572°    to   grade — b 6.8  per  cent 

\sphalt    6.8  per  cent 

Loss   0.7  per  cent 


flask  without  steam  or  gas. 
57.3°  Beaum6 
53.0° 
44.1° 
37.5° 
32.7° 
27.9° 
30.5° 
Grade  "D"  (about) 


100.0  per  cent 

These   figures   are   closely   equivalent  to   the   following   commercial 
analysis : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaum6  6.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  29.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  13.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  29.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 28.4°  15.5  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt "D"  G.8  per  cent  or  23.9  lbs.  per  bbl. 

Less    —  0.7  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 
7471.* 
Standard  Oil  Company.     Pico  No.  9. 
Gravity 37.5°  Beaum6  (0.836  sp.  gr.) 

This  sample  was  collected  and  analyzed  in   the  year  1886,  when   this  well   was 
four   years   old.     This   hole   was   then   producing   thirty-five   barrels   daily    from    the 
bottom  of  the  hole,  1550  feet,  but  has  since  been  abandoned. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  500  c.c.  was  distilled  from  a  copper  retort  without  the  use  of 
steam  or  gas.  Distillation  was  carried  to  500°  C.  but  the  properties  of 
the  residue  were  not  noted. 

Below  100°  C 13.1  per  cent  67.1°  Beaum4 

100   to   125° 6.5  i)or  cent  58.4° 

125   to   150° 10.0  per  cent  53.2° 

150   to   200° 13.6  per  cent  4(5.3° 

200   to   250° 12.4  per  cent  38.9° 

250  to  300° 7.2  per  cent  33.5° 

Residue    __    .    37.2  per  cent  Not  recorded 

100.0  per  cent 

This  is  closely  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaum6  28.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  2.0  per  cent 

Kerosene  _, 42°  27.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil ^_--  33°  6.0  per  cent 

Residue 37.0  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 


♦Analysis  by  W.  D.  Johnston. 
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7472.* 

Standard    Oil    Company.     Pico    No.    13. 

<5ravity 38.3°  Beaum6  (0.832  sp.  gr.) 

This  sample  was  collected  and  analyzed  in  the  year  1886,  when  this  well  was 
three  years  old.  This  was  the  hole  which  was  known  as  the  "paraffin  well,"  as  much 
solid  paraffin  separated  from  the  oil,  and  collected  on  the  sucker  rods  and  in  the 
tubing.  In  this  year  it  was  producing  forty  barrels  per  day  from  a  depth  of  1600 
feet. 

Distillation. 

A  sample  of  500  c.c.  was  distilled  from  a  copper  retort  without  the  use  of 

steam  or  gas.     Distillation  was  carried  to  300°   C,  but  the  properties  of 

the  residue  were  not  recorded. 

Below  100°  C 9.7  per  cent  66.3°  Beaum§ 

100  to  125° 8.8  per  cent  58.7° 

125   to  150° 6.0  per  cent  54.0° 

150  to  200° 12.0  per  cent  48.8° 

200  to   250° 11.2  per  cent  42.4° 

250  to  300° 13.0  per  cent  36.6° 

Residue    39.3  per  cent  Not  recorded 


100.0  per  cent 

This  is  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaume  23.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  2.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  36.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  None 

Residue 39.0  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 

7444.t 
Standard  Oil  Company.       Pico  Canon   Wells.     Average  sample. 

Gravity 38.5°  Beaume 

This  is  a  very  limpid  and  light-colored,  brownish  oil,  with  a  sweet,  fragrant  odor. 
Distillation. 
A  sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper  without  steam  or  gas.     Distillation 
carried  to  dry  coke.     Little  or  no  decomposition  of  the  crude  in  distillation, 
except  at  the  very  last  end. 

First  cut 19.1  per  cent  59.-^  °  Beaum6 

Second  cut  22.9  per  cent  47.7" 

Third  cut 34.8  per  cent  34.3° 

Fourth  cut 20.1  per  cent  31.1° 

Fixed  carbon 3.1  grams  per  100  c.c. 


100.0  per  cent 


•Analysis  by  W.  D.  Johnston. 
tAnalysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
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There  was  no  lubricating  stock  from  this  crude,  which  runs  entirely 
to  light  products  and  middlings.  On  calculation  the  following  com- 
mercial analysis  is  shown : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaum€  15.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  13.5  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  18.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  30.5  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate   31°  15.2  per  cent 

Asphalt "D"  7.8  per  cent  or  27.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  were  extremely  sweet,  and  came  from  the  still 
almost  water  white.  This  is  a  peculiarly  clean  and  refinable  oil,  though 
a  characteristic  "asphalt  base"  oil,  and  almost  free  from  paraffin. 

Several  of  the  succeeding  analyses  are  much  more  accurate  in  the 
reparation  of  the  light  products. 

7473.* 

Standard   Oil   Company.     Pico   Canon.     San    Fernando   No.   1. 

•Gravity 38.0°  Beaumg  (0.830  sp.  gr.) 

This  sample  was  collected  and  analyzed  in  the  year  1886,  when  this  well  was  four 
years  old.  The  hole  was  then  doing  twenty  barrels  per  day,  from  a  depth  of  1176 
ieet. 

Distillation. 

A  sample  of  500  c.c.  was  distilled  from  a  copper  retort,  using  neither  steam 
nor  }jas.  Distillation  was  carried  to  .300°  C.  but  tho  properties  of  the 
residue  were  not  noted. 

Below  100°  C 17.3 percent  64.4°  Beaum6 

100  to  125° 11.0  per  cent  55.9° 

125   to   150° 9.4  per  cent  .50.4° 

150  to  200° 13.3  per  cent  44.3° 

200   to  250° lO.G  per  cent  36.9° 

250  to  300' 6.8  percent  31.8° 

Residue    31.6  per  cent  Not  recorded 


100.0  per  cent 

These  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis 

GasoPne    61°  Beaum<5  28.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  5.0  per  cent 

Kerosene : 42°  28.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  5.0  per  cent 

Residue 34.0  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 


•Analysis  by  W.  D.  Johnston. 
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7470.* 
Standard   Oil   Company.     Pico   No.  4. 

Gravity : 39.7°  Beaum§  (0.825  sp.  gr.) 

This  sample  was  collected  and  analyzed  in  the  year  188G,  when  this  well  was  ten 
years  old.  It  was  then  doing  thirty  barrels  per  day  at  1,000  feet,  but  has  since  been 
deepened. 

Distillation. 

A  sample  of  500  c.c.  was  distilled  from  a  copper  retort  without  the  use  of 
either  steam  or  gas.  The  distillation  was  carried  to  300°  C,  but  the 
properties  of  the  residue  were  not  noted. 

Below  100°  C 9.1  per  cent  69.4°  Beaum6 

100  to  125° 10.4  per  cent  59,4° 

125   to   150° -     9.3  per  cent  53.7° 

150  to  200° 13.4  per  cent  47.9° 

200   to   250° 13.9  per  cent  40.9° 

2-50   to   300° 8  3  per  cent  35.3° 

Residue   35.G  per  cent  Not  recorded 


100.0  per  cent 

These   figures   are   closely   equivalent 

analysis : 

Gasoline    Gl  °  Beaumg 

Engine  distillate 52° 

Kerosene 42° 

Stove  oil 33° 

Residue 


to   the   following   commercial 

28.0  per  cent 
1.0  per  cent 
3G.0  per  cent 
None 
35.0  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 
7474.* 
Standard  Oil  Company.     DeWitt  Canon.     H.  &  S.   No.  1. 

Gravity 23.8°  Beaume   (0.910  sp.  gr.) 

This  sample  was  collected  and  analyzed  in  the  year  188G,  when  this  hole  had  been 
drilled  and  abandoned  about  four  years.     It  was  then,  as  now,  flowing  slowly,  from 
a  depth  of  about  1,000  feet. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  500  c.c.  was  distilled  from  a  copper  retort,  using  neither  steam 
nor  gas.  Distillation  was  carried  to  300°  C,  but  the  properties  of  the 
residue  were  not  recorded. 

Below  150°  C G.fi  per  cent  54.9°  Beaume 

150    to    200° 11.2  per  cent  47.9° 

200   to  250° 7.0  per  cent  40.5° 

250   to  300° 8.8  per  cent  35.5° 

Residue    GG.4  per  cent  Not  recorded 


100.0  per  cent 

This  is  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline Gl  °  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  14.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  11.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  10.0  per  cent 

Residue 05.0  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 


♦Analysis  by  W.  D.  Johnston. 
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7446." 
Standard  Oil   Company.     Wiley  No.  6. 

Gravity 29.9°   Beaumg 

Viscosity  at  G0°   F 2.21  Redwood 

Viscosity  at  185°   F 1.22  Redwood 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  glass  flask  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  212°  F 2.9  per  cent  01.8°  Beaum6 

212   to  302° 17.4  per  cent  50.0° 

302   to  392° 10.3  per  cent  42.3° 

392   to  482° 10.3  per  cent  36.5° 

482  to  572° 13.5  per  cent  31.6° 

572  to  grade— a 20.8  per  cent  28.2° 

572  to  grade — b 9.5  per  cent  26.8° 

Asphalt    10.9  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Loss   4.4  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

These   figures   are   closely   equivalent  to  the   following   commercial 
analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  3.8  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  13.3  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  19.3  per  cent 

Stove  oil 30.4°  20.4  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 27.7°  31.8  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt "D"  11.4  per  cent,  or  40  lb.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 
7440.* 
Santa  Ana  Oil  Company.     Newhall  Canon.     Well   No.  2. 

Gravity 11.7°   Beaum6 

Viscosity  at  185°  F 4.75  Redwood 

Sulfur 0.69  per  cent  by  weight 

Calorific  value 18,481  British  thermal  units 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  a  glass  still  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  482°  F 12.8  per  cent  34.5°  Beaum^ 

482   to   572° 16.8  per  cent  26.1° 

572°   to  grade — a 37.0  per  cent  24.0° 

572°   to  grade — b 6.7  per  cent  27.1° 

Asphalt    22.6  per  cent  Grade  "D"(?) 

Loss 4.1  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 
These  figures  are  ronglily  equivalent  to  the   following  commercial 
analysis : 

Gasoline 61°   Beaumfi  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  15.0  per  cent  (about) 

Middlings  and  lubricants 24.9°  (!0.4  percent,  not  separated 

Asphalt    "D"  (?)  24.6por  cent,  or  86.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 
This  oil  has  no  refining  value  except  for  the  manufacture  of  asphalt. 
It  is  probable  that  the  asphalt  percentage  stated  is  too  low. 

•Analysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
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7442.» 

Standard    Oil    Company.     Elsmere    Canon.     A   well. 

Gravity 14.5°   Beaum^ 

Viscosity  at  185°   F 4.75  Redwood 

Sulfur 0.72  per  cent  by  weight 

Thermal  value 18,GG2  British  thermal  units 

Distillation. 

A  sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  glass  still,  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  482°  F 11.5  per  cent  33.5°  Beaumg 

482   to   572° 12.2  per  cent  26.1° 

572°   to  grade— a 36.5  per  cent  23.2° 

572°   to  grade — b 6.8  per  cent  25.4° 

Asphalt    28.3  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Water  and  loss 4.7  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

These   figures   are   closely   equivalent  to  the   following   commercial 
analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  13.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 24.1°  57.7  per  cent,  not  separated 

Asphalt "D"  29.3  per  cent,  or  102.8  lbs.  per  bbU 

100.0  per  cent 

7445.* 

Standard  Oil  Company.     Elsmere  No.  2. 

Gravity 14.8^^  Beaum4 

Viscosity  at  185°  F 4.13  Redwood 

Sulfur ; 0.62  per  cent  by  weight 

Thermal  value 18,700  British  thermal  units 

Distillation. 

A  sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  a  glass  flask,  without  the  u.se  of  steam 
or  gas. 

Below  392°  F 12.5  per  cent  34.5°  Beaumg 

482   to  572° 24.7  per  cent  26.1° 

572°   to  grade — a 34.9  per  cent  24.0° 

572°   to  grade — b 2.7  per  cent  27.1° 

Asphalt    24.5  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (aboun 

Loss   0.7  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

These  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  15.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 24.9°  .59.8  per  cent,  not  .separated 

Asphalt "D"  24.5  per  cent 

Loss    '. 0.7  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

•Analysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper.  j 


I 


LOS    ANGELES    COUNTY.  191 

6463.* 

Zenith   Oil   Company.     Well    No.   4. 

Gravity 16.2°  Beaum4 

This  is  a  moderately  heavy  blackish  oil,  with  a  mild  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  300  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  two  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  a  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cut 7.4  per  cent  42.0°  Beaum6 

Second  cut  7.4  per  cent  32.8° 

Third   cut   77.4  per  cent  19.0° 

Fixed  carbon 7.8  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  the  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  calculation 
of  the  coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  7.4  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  7.4  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.6°  22.4  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 15.2°  43.3  per  cent)    10.0°— 65.7% 

Asphalt "D"  19.5  per  cent,  or  G8.6  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  kerosene  from  this  oil  ran  yellow,  with  a  mild  color,  but  treated 
out  to  a  very  mild  and  sweet  water-white  oil.  The  stove  oil  also  took 
treatment  well,  and  was  pale  and  sweet. 

The  lubricating  stock  was  only  of  medium  viscosity,  and  the  reduced 
stock  rather  thin  but  of  good  color  and  fair  outer  tone,  and  free  from 
paraffin. 

4412.t 
Pearl    Oil    Company.     Newhall    Canon.     Well    No.    1. 

Gravity 17.2°  Beaum^ 

This    is   a    fairly    limpid,    brownish-blatk   oil.   of    the   odor   characteristic   of    San 
Joaquin  Valley  crude  oils. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  100  c.c,  distilled  from  glass,  to  a  temperature  of  518°  F.  Residue 
reduced  to  asphalt  by  open  evaporation,  and  Ihe  weight  corrected  (factor 
X  0.8)  for  oxidation  during  evaporation.     The  original  figures  are: 

Below  302°  F 21.9  per  cent  36.9°  Beaum6 

302   to  518° 33.1  per  cent  25.5° 

Residue    , 45.6  per  cent  Liquid  asphalt,   semi-solid 


[ 


100.6  per  cent 


♦Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
tAnalysis  by  .T.  V.  P. 
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After  evaporation  to  asphalt,  and  calculation,  these  figures  are  very 

roughly  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  10.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  12.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 55.1  per  cent,  not  separated 

Asphalt "D"  22.9  per  cent,  or  80.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

In  this  connection  see  a  large  scale  analysis  of  Zenith  crude  in  Chapter 
XXII.  The  low  temperature  at  which  the  first  fraction  of  37°  Beaume 
came  over  is  remarkable. 


7441.* 
Pearl  Oil  Company.     Well  No.  2. 

Oravity 17.8°  Beaum4 

Viscosity  at  60°   F 48.37  Redwood 

Viscosity  at  185°   F 4.75  Redwood 

Flash  point . 96°  F.,  Abel-Pensky  test 

Sulfur 0.49  per  cent  by  weight 

Thermal  value 18,830  British  thermal  units 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  a  glass  flask  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  302°  F 1.2  per  cent  49.7°  Beaum6 

302  to  392° 8.0  per  cent  41.4° 

392  to  482° 11.2  per  cent  32.4° 

482  to  572° 21.0  per  cent  25.8° 

572°  to  grade— a 24.0  per  cent  21.4° 

572°   to  grade— b 10.8  per  cent  24.1° 

Asphalt    22.7  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Loss   1.1  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

These   figures   are   closely   equivalent   to  the   following   commercial 

analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum^  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  9.5  percent 

Stove  oil 33°  10.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 23.7°  56.7  per  cent,  not  separated 

Asphalt "D"  22.7  per  cent,  or  79.1  lbs.  per  bbl. 

Loss 1.1  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

2462.t 
D.  A.  Connell.     Mud  Springs  Canon.     Lease  Average. 

Gravity 17.2°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  rather  thick,  brown-black  oil,  with  a  slight  greenish  tint  and  a  sweet  odor. 

♦Analysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
^.Vnalysis  by  P.  W.  P. 
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Jji.'il  illation. 

A  sample  of  100  c.c,  distilled  from  copper  in  a  current  of  inert  gas.     Distilla- 
tion carried  to  dryness. 

Fir.st  cut 21.G  per  cent  30.9°  Beaum6 

Second  cut   72.0  per  cent  19.8° 

Fixed  carbon   G.4  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

(Jii  reduction  of  the  second  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of 

the  coke  to  asphalt,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  shown: 

(Jasoline Gl°   I>caum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  10.0  per  cent 

Fuel   di-stillate   24.9°  24..'5  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Keduced  stock Solid  43.."i  per  cent  ^    19.8°— G8.0% 

Asphalt   "D"  16.0  per  cent,  or  56.2  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

(,)ii  distillation  on  a  larger  scale  this  oil  would  probably  show  a  little 
kerosene  but  not  enough  to  be  of  value.  The  heavy  end  of  the  oil  is 
niisuited  to  the  manufacture  of  ordinary  lubricants  because  of  the  large 
niiiount  of  paraffin. 

5483.* 
standard   Oil    Company.     Elsmere   Canon.     A  well. 

(Jr.ivity  18.1°   Beaumg 

Tliis  is  a  moderately  thick,  brownish-black  oil,  with  a  sweet  and  rather  sulfurous 

o(l<ir. 

fHxtillutioii. 

Sampl«»  of  100  c.c  distilled   from   topper   in   a   current  of  gas.     Distillation 
carried  to  dryness. 

First  cut LLO  por  cent  30..5°  Beaum6 

Second   cut   7.">.8  pi-r  cent  14.5° 

Fi.xcd  carbon    1 9.2  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  percent 

On  I'cduttion  of  the  lubricating  stock  in  a  stream  of  gas.  and  ealeula- 
tion  of  the  ti.xed  carbon  to  a.sphalt.  we  liave  the  following  eonmiereial 
analysis : 

(Jasoline e.l      Uiaumc  None 

F.ngine  distillate ^ 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  None 

Slove  oil   33°  11.0  percent 

Fuel   distillate   30.5°  19.1  per  cent  ,  SI(.|Mlistillnli- 

I{.;dn<'ed   stock   14.5°  4G.9  per  cent  \    20.4°— GG.O'/r 

Asiihalt    "D"  23.0  per  cent,  or  70.7  lbs.  per  bbl. 


100.0  per  cent 


•.\nalysis  by  J.   P.   P. 
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In  spite  of  the  very  low  gravity  of  the  reduced  stock  from  this  oil 
it  has  but  little  viscosity,  and  is  bluish  and  of  a  dark  color.  This  crude 
appears  to  have  no  refining  possibilities  whatever. 

5489.» 
Nettleton  &  Kellerman  Oil  Company.     Mud  Springs  Cafion.     Well  No.  2. 

Gravity 30.G°  Beaum§ 

This  is  a  very  limpid  and  light-colored  oil,  with  a  strong  green  tone,  and  having  a 
mild  and  sweet  odor.     This  well  found  two  grades  of  oil,  the  lighter  being  beneath. 
This  sample  was  obtained  from  the  inner  casing,  in  which  the  oil  rises  almost  to  the 
surface,  and  the  oil  as  obtained  has  probably  lost  some  gasoline. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  fir.st  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 18.6  per  cent  52.1°  Beaume 

Second   cut   9.1  per  cent  42.8° 

Third   cut 29.6  per  cent  30.0° 

Fourth  cut 39.5  per  cent  23.1° 

Fixed  carbon 3.2  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  calculation  of  the  coke  to  asphalt,  and  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in 

a  current  of  gas,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  had: 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  18.6  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  10.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 1 33°  22.0  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate 30.7°  1G.6  per  cent  )  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock Solid  24.8 percent  j    23.1°— 41.4% 

Asphalt "D"  8.0  per  cent,  or  28.1  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  were  of  the  best  quality,  white  and 
sweet,  and  needed  little  treatment.  The  last  end  of  the  lubricating 
stock  ran  solid  from  the  still,  as  did  also  the  end  of  the  fuel  distillate, 
on  reduction.  The  reduced  stock  was  hard  and  crystalline,  not  pasty 
as  is  usually  the  case  with  stocks  containing  paraffin. 

This  oil  comes  very  close  to  being  a  "paraffin  base"  oil,  and  in  this 
respect  differs  notably  from  most,  at  least,  of  the  very  similar  appearing- 
oils  of  Pico  Canon. 

♦Analysis  by  P.  W.  P. 
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CHAPTER  XL 


LOS  ANGELES  CITY  FIELD. 

The  oil  field  of  Los  Angeles  City  was  discovered  eight  years  previous 
to  the  opening  of  the  Kern  River  field,  and  is  still  producing  profitable 
quantities  of  oil.  Because  of  its  very  limited  area,  the  output  of  this 
field  was  never  of  the  first  importance,  but  its  effect  on  the  industry  as 
a  whole  is  measured  by  the  large  number  of  persons  directly  engaged  in 
oil  production,  and  by  the  attention  attracted  by  the  peculiar  location  of 
the  field,  rather  than  the  value  of  its  production. 

The  output  of  the  City  field  has  greatly  declined,  as  is  but  natural 
considering  its  age,  and  the  number  of  wells  in  operation  has  much 
diminished.  In  all,  some  1300  wells  appear  to  have  been  drilled  in  this 
very  limited  area,  of  w^hich  the  larger  part,  at  least  1100,  have  been  at 
one  time  productive.  Of  this  number  but  393  are  now  producing,  so 
that  while  the  average  output  per  well  is  lessening  but  slowly,  the  total 
output  is  greatly  decreased. 

The  large  number  of  wells  crowded  into  this  narrow  field,  and  the 
relatively  small  importance  of  each  as  a  producer,  makes  it  inadvisable 
to  handle  this  field  in  the  manner  elswhere  adopted  in  this  work.  The 
following  remarks  will  therefore  be  confined  to  a  brief  resume  of  the 
history  and  geology  of  the  field,  taken  mainly  from  older  works. 

Topography. 

The  city  of  Los  Angeles  is  situated  at  the  northern  apex  of  a  plain, 
bounded  at  the  north  and  northwest  by  the  Santa  Monica  Mountains, 
and  on  the  northeast  by  the  Puente  hills.  The  Los  Angeles  River  enters 
this  plain  at  the  north,  and  flows  due  south  to  the  ocean,  while  San 
Gabriel  River  enters  at  the  northeast  and  takes  a  parallel  course  at  a 
very  short  distance. 

West  of  the  mouths  of  these  rivers  lie  two  ranges  of  high  hills,  the 
San  Pedro  and  Redondo  ranges,  both  parallel  and  closely  adjacent  to  the 
coast.  Between  these  ranges  and  the  Santa  ^lonica  Mountains  the  Los 
Angeles  plain  reaches  to  the  coast,  which  here  bends  to  the  north.  The 
drainage  of  this  plain  is  thus  in  two  directions — to  the  south  and  south- 
east througii  Los  Angeles  River,  and  to  the  west  through  Ballona  Creek 
and  smaller  watercourses.  The  watershed  is  along  a  line  ranging  north- 
east from  a  point  near  Westlake  Park,  and  thus  falls  nearly  in  the 
center  of  that  portion  of  the  city  lying  west  of  the  river. 

The  northern  portion  of  the  city  of  Los  Angeles,  and  that  portion  in 
which  the  oil  measures  were  found,  is  situated  on  a  rolling  table-land 
slightly  over  two  hundred  feet  above  sea-level,  and  immediately  at  the 
foot  of  a  minor  range  of  hills  which  juts  out  in  a  southeasterly  direction 
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from  the  end  of  the  Santa  Monica  range.  West  of  Vermont  avenue  the 
plain  slopes  gently  away  to  the  ocean  at  Santa  Monica,  being  interrupted 
only  by  the  low  and  rolling  Beverly  hills.  East  of  Vermont  avenue 
the  ground  is  rougher,  consisting  of  the  rounded  spurs  of  the  Elysian 
Park  hills,  the  tendency  of  the  ravines  here  is  toward  the  south,  and  the 
level  plain  is  nowhere  distant  more  than  a  few  blocks  from  the  line  of 
wells. 

The  Elysiau  Park  hills,  so  called  from  the  park  in  which  they  occur, 
are  cut  through  by  the  Los  Angeles  River,  but  reappear  on  the  east  side, 
in  that  portion  of  the  city  known  as  Boyle  Heights.  Still  farther  to  the 
east  San  Gabriel  River  cuts  through  the  hill  range,  which  to  the  east  of 
this  river  is  known  as  the  Puente  Range.  Though  interrupted  by  the 
narrow  and  plainly  eroded  vallej^s  of  these  two  rivers,  the  Elysian 
Park  and  Rapetto  hills  are  but  a  continuation  of  the  Puente  hills,  and 
though  apparently  broken  by  local  irregularities  of  formation,  the  Los 
Angeles  oil  fields  are,  in  the  broader  sense,  a  continuation  of  the  Whit- 
tier  and  Fullerton  fields. 

The  most  westerly  group  of  wells  on  the  Los  Angeles  plain  is  located 
in  the  Beverly  hills,  from  which  it  takes  its  name.  Farther  to  the  east, 
and  south  of  the  town  of  Sherman,  lie  the  Salt  Lake  wells,  covering  an 
area  some  three  miles  east  and  west  by  about  one  mile  north  and  south. 
These  two  groups  are  usually  considered  as  one  field,  under  the  name 
"Salt  Lake,"  or  "Sherman"  field. 

Northeast  of  the  Salt  Lake  wells,  and  due  south  of  Colegrove  Station, 
a  small  group  of  wells  Avas  drilled,  which  belong  properly  to  the  Salt 
Lake  group,  as  they  drew  their  oil  from  the  same  sands.  These  wells 
are  now  entirely  abandoned.  Due  south  of  the  Salt  Lake  wells,  in  a 
parallel  formation,  much  prospecting  has  been  done  and  some  oil 
discovered,  but  there  is  no  production  at  present.  Both  these  groups 
aWU  be  considered  in  connection  with  the  Salt  Lake  field. 

East  of  the  wells,  just  mentioned  as  south  of  Colegrove,  and  occupying 
a  space  of  about  one  square  mile,  with  its  center  at  Western  avenue  and 
Temple  streets,  was  another  group  of  ninety-eight  w^ells,  all  now  aban- 
doned. These  wells  belong  properly  to  the  City  field  rather  than  to 
Salt  Lake,  and  will  be  considered  under  the  name  "Western  Avenue 
Wells." 

Between  Rosedale  avenue  (now  Westmoreland  street)  and  Coronado 
street,  there  was  formerly  a  large  and  compact  group  of  wells,  now 
almost  entirely  abandoned.  This  group  was  terminated  by  a  fault  zone, 
extending  across  the  producing  strip  at  its  east  end,  and  had  its  main 
axis  northwest  by  southwest.  These  wells  will  be  considered  imder  the 
name  "West  Field." 

East  of  Coronado  street,  and  extending  to  the  Sister's  Hospital  on 
Sunset  boulevard,  a  narrow  strip  of  producing  territory  was  found. 
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This  was  terminated  at  both  euds  by  cross  faults.  It  had  an  east  and 
west  axis,  and  dipped  sharply  to  the  south.  The  eastern  end  of  this 
strip  is  now  exhausted  and  abandoned,  but  the  central  and  western 
portions  are  still  producing.  This  strip  was  known  originally  as  the 
Second  Street  Park  field,  later  as  the  Central  field  or  Old  field. 

East  of  Sunset  boulevard,  another  strip  along  the  same  axis  was 
developed,  and  proved  up  almost  to  Los  Angeles  River,  where  it  ter- 
minated in  another  cross  fault.  The  axis  of  this  strip  bore  somewhat 
north  of  east,  and  the  sands  dipped  mainly  to  the  south.  Most  of  the 
wells  in  this  strip  are  yet  producing.     This  is  known  as  the  East  field. 

East  of  the  river  considerable  prospecting  was  done  over  Boyle 
Heights  and  oil  obtained  in  several  wells,  but  no  production  was  had. 
A  single  prospect  well  is  now  being  drilled  in  this  formation,  but  ea.st 
of  the  city  limits,  and  in  territory  elsewhere  described  under  the  head 
"Rapetto  Hills."  A  number  of  prospect  wells  were  also  drilled  both 
north  and  south  of  the  City  field,  and  some  of  these  found  oil.  but  no 
paying  quantities  were  discovered. 

These  various  divisions  of  the  Los  Angeles  field  will  be  briefly 
described  in  their  order,  starting  from  the  east. 

East  Los  Angeles. 

There  are  known  to  have  been  at  least  fifteen  wells  drilled  for  oil 
east  of  the  river,  and  west  of  the  present  city  limits,  but  only  scattering 
records  of  these  operations  remain,  and  it  is  probable  that  there  were 
others  which  can  not  now  be  located.  The  history  of  these  wells,  so  far 
as  it  can  be  found,  is  taken  mainly  from  Bulletins  11  and  19  of  the 
State  Mining  Bureau,  by  W.  L.  Watts. 

Bland  well.  Drilled  by  F.  E.  Bland,  on  Jud.son  street,  between  State 
and  Lord  streets.  Oil  is  said  to  have  been  .struck  in  an  80-foot  water 
well. 

Jioyh  JfciffJits  ii'cils.  Not  exactly  located,  but  probably  somewhere 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Brook  well.  Reported  to  have  been  300  feet 
and  600  feet  deep,  respectively,  and  to  have  had  a  showing  of  oil.  with 
much  water. 

Brook  or  Chandler  icdt.  Drilled  in  1S94,  at  the  corner  of  ^lagnolia 
and  Breed  streets.  Watts  reports  "sandy  shale  and  clay  with  oil  to 
100  feet,  bluish  nuid  to  324  feet,  large  <iuantities  of  salt  water  at  335 
feet;  a  good  showing  of  oil  under  a  hard  shell  at  150  feet." 

DeSoto  Oil  Company  well.  Drilled  in  1898,  on  Harrison  street  near 
Tremont.     Clay  shale  to  700  feet;  no  oil. 

Far  Ea.'it  Oil  Compnnii  in II.  North  of  Wabash  street,  and  just  west 
of  the  city  limits.  This  well  was  drilled  to  a  depth  of  930  feet,  and 
found  a  sand  with  water  and  traces  of  oil  between  540  and  590  feet,  but 
no  indications  below. 
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Gasson  well.  Not  located,  said  to  have  been  on  the  Hunter  tract, 
west  of  Garvanza.     Depth,  985  feet;  water  but  no  oil. 

Headley  well.  Not  located,  said  to  have  been  a  short  distance  north 
of  Reservoir  No.  5,  depth,  840  feet;  without  any  oil. 

Hoag  &  Silent  well.  A  well  was  drilled  with  a  standard  rig  near 
Wabash  and  San  Benito  street,  but  no  record  can  be  found. 

Johnson  well.  Oil  is  said  to  have  been  struck  in  a  40-foot  water  well 
at  State  and  Bailey  streets. 

Bees  well.  Corner  Brittania  and  Sheridan  streets.  Said  to  have 
had  shale  with  some  oil  from  403  feet  to  800  feet.  Total  depth,  825 
feet ;  casing  pinched. 

Scott  &  Loftus  No.  1.  On  St.  Louis  street,  between  Emerson  and 
Scott  streets.  This  was  the  only  actually  productive  well  drilled  east 
of  the  river.  At  560  feet  it  passed  through  a  5-foot  sand  which  proved 
on  pumping  to  be  good  for  seven  barrels  per  day  of  17°  oil.  Below  this, 
sandy  shale  to  800  feet,  sand  and  water  to  875  feet.  The  water  broke 
into  this  well  through  trouble  with  the  casing,  and  it  was  abandoned 
after  a  short  time. 

Scott  &  Loftus  No.  2.  This  well  was  on  Soto  street,  east  of  Magnolia. 
Total  depth,  803  feet,  with  much  water  but  only  traces  of  oil. 

Wilkinson  well.  Not  located,  but  said  to  have  been  a  quarter  mile 
east  of  Reservoir  No.  5.  Depth,  670  feet ;  said  to  have  shown  traces  of 
oil  at  640  feet. 

Rapid  Transit  well.  A  well  on  the  line  of  the  Rapid  Transit  Rail- 
road, a  short  distance  east  of  Mission  road  and  north  of  Bridge  street,  is 
said  to  have  had  some  oil  at  about  400  feet.  At  640  feet  a  large  quantity 
of  water  was  struck,  which  drowned  the  well. 

While  all  these  wells  are  shallow,  they  indicate  a  broken  condition  of 
the  formation,  and  the  meeting  of  large  quantities  of  water  so  close  to 
the  surface  is  not  encouraging.  No  prospecting  has  now  been  done  on 
this  side  of  the  city  for  a  long  time,  and  the  increase  in  real  estate  values 
in  the  more  easterly  portion  of  this  area  has  been  such  that  none  is  likely 
to  be  attempted  in  the  future. 

East  Field. 

The  first  well  in  the  group  known  as  the  East  field  was  drilled  by  the 
Maier  &  Zobelein  Brewing  Company,  at  the  corner  of  Adobe  and  College 
streets,  in  November,  1896.  This  well  being  an  excellent  producer,  the 
field  was  drilled  up  very  rapidly,  and  by  the  end  of  1897,  two  hundred 
or  more  wells  had  been  sunk. 

In  June,  1900,  Watts  reports  239  wells  east  of  Sunset  boulevard  and 
west  of  Buena  Vista  (North  Broadway),  of  which  150  were  productive, 
and  89  shut  down  or  abandoned.     The  price  of  oil  locally  was  at  this 
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time  extremely  low,  which  probably  accounts  for  the  large  number  of 
wells  shut  down.  In  April,  1903,  the  records  of  the  Oil  Inspector, 
Charles  A.  Blackmar,  showed  291  wells,  of  which  272  were  producing 
and  19  abandoned. 

In  February,  1906,  Ralph  Arnold  reports  a  total  of  270  wells,  of 
M'hich  211  were  productive  and  59  abandoned.  In  February,  1912,  a 
count  showed  a  total  of  300  wells  in  this  division,  of  which  223  were 
productive  and  77  abandoned. 

The  formation  from  which  the  oil  of  the  East  field  is  drawn  appears 
to  consist  of  a  monocline  (or,  of  one  limb  of  an  anticline  faulted  along 
its  apex)  dipping  to  the  south.  At  both  ends,  to  the  west  at  about 
Sunset  boulevard  and  to  the  east  along  the  line  of  the  Catholic  ceme- 
tery, this  formation  is  badly  broken,  and  wells  drilled  in  this  broken 
ground,  while  usually  finding  some  oil,  get  too  much  water  to  be 
profitable. 


Figure  27. 
Cross  section.  East  Field,  Los  Angeles  City. 

At  its  upper  edge  this  south-dipping  formation  is  bounded  by  the 
east-west  fault  along  the  apex  of  the  anticline,  the  productive  sands 
nowhere  coming  closer  to  the  surface  than  some  600  feet.  The  angle  of 
dip  varies  in  different  parts  of  the  strip.     To  the  west  it  appears  to  be 
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some  35  degrees,  and  almost  due  south,  hut  at  the  eastern  end  the  dip  is 
quite  irregular,  the  eastern  extremity  dipping  to  the  east  at  angles  run- 
ning up  to  50  degrees.  The  southern  limit  of  the  strip  is  determined 
by  water  level,  the  wells  farthest  down  the  dip  finding  water  in  sands 
which  farther  up  produce  oil.  The  variations  in  the  width  of  the 
producing  strip  appear  to  be  due  entirely  to  lack  of  parallelism  between 
the  fault  forming  the  upper  margin  and  the  line  at  which  water  is 
struck,  and  this  lack  of  parallelism  is  again  due  to  the  varying  dip  of 
the  strata  rather  than  to  variations  in  Avater  level  at  different  points. 

The  oils  of  this  group  were  produced  from  two  sands.  The  upper 
varies  from  50  feet  thickness  at  the  western  end  of  the  strip  to  about 
200  feet  at  the  eastern  end.  Below  this  comes  a  layer  of  clay-shale, 
varying  from  35  feet  at  the  west  end  to  105  feet  at  the  east,  and  then  a 
second  oil  sand,  said  to  be  25  feet  thick  at  the  west  end  of  the  field,  and 
nearly  100  feet  at  the  eastern  end.  The  depth  from  the  surface  to  the 
first  sand  varies  from  400  to  700  feet  in  different  parts  of  the  field,  being 
greatest  at  the  south,  and  the  total  depth  of  wells  ranges  from  500  to 
upwards  of  1500  feet. 

The  upper  sand  is  said  to  have  produced  a  rather  light  oil.  from  IS'* 
to  19°  Beaume,  while  that  from  the  lower  sand  was  originally  about 
16°  Beaume.  None  of  the  lighter  oil  is  now  in  evidence,  and  it  is  said 
that  this  sand  was  rapidly  exhausted.  The  average  gravity  from  the 
lower  sand  in  this  part  of  the  field  is  now  well  below  16'.  in  fact  15'' 
Beaume  (corrected  for  water)  would  be  nearer  the  average  of  the  out- 
put. These  wells  produce  a  great  deal  of  water,  the  larger  part  of 
which  is  free.  Some  sands  produce  red  (emulsified)  oil.  but  this  also 
settles  clear  on  steaming,  which  is  not  objectionable  to  an  oil  of  this 
gravity.  The  analysis  of  a  typical  sample  from  this  portion  of  the  field 
is  given  in  a  later  chapter. 

The  sands  of  the  East  field  are  much  less  open  than  those  of  the 
central  and  western  divisions,  and  these  wells  were  often  spoken  of  as 
' '  mud-holes. ' '  Nevertheless,  their  production  has  held  up  in  a  remark- 
able manner.  A  few  of  these  wells  started  off  at  high  figures,  up  to 
sixty  barrels  per  day,  it  is  said,  but  these  soon  fell  off,  which  is  natural 
considering  the  extent  to  which  they  were  crowded,  and  at  the  end  of 
1899  the  production  per  well  per  day  was  not  over  six  barrels,  and  prob- 
ably less  than  this.  At  this  time  the  average  age  of  these  wells  was  not 
over  two  years.  At  present,  the  average  age  being  not  far  from  thirteen 
years,  the  production  per  well  per  day  approximates  three  barrels,  so 
that  it  appears  likely  that,  if  not  crowded  out  by  an  increase  in  real 
estate  values  (which  in  this  portion  of  the  city  does  not  appear  immi- 
nent) or  by  too  rigorous  municipal  restrictions,  these  wells  will  continue 
to  produce  at  a  profit  for  many  years  to  come. 


Soledad  Canon,  Los  Angeles  County. 


A  Portion  of  East  Field,  Los  Angeles  City. 
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As  to  the  abandoned  wells  in  this  portion  of  the  field,  a  few  unly 
were  originally  failures,  but  profiting  by  the  experience  of  the  Central 
field,  and  noting:  the  appearance  of  small  quantities  of  water  as  wells 
worked  down  the  dip,  an  unusually  small  number  of  barren  holes  were 
required  to  clearly  show  the  limits  of  the  productive  sands.  Such  wells 
as  have  since  been  abandoned  appear  to  have  been  allowed  to  go  for 
mechanical  rather  than  other  reasons.  In  other  words,  the  small  pro- 
duction per  well,  and  the  excessive  number  of  wells  crowded  into  this 
limited  area,  made  it  unprofitable  to  put  extensive  rex)airs  on  a  well  in 
any  way  damaged.  While  this  field  undoubtedly  produces  more  water 
now  than  when  first  drilled  in,  it  does  not  appear  that  water  has 
encroached  on  the  sands  to  any  alarming  extent,  nor  that  any  great 
number  of  wells  have  been  abandoned  from  this  cause. 

These  welLs  are,  with  one  exception,  pumped  entirely  on  jacks,  usually 
about  eight  wells  to  a  power.  A  single  well  on  the  west  line  of  Adobe 
street,  south  of  Bernardo,  is  pumped  on  the  beam,  as  contrary  to  the 
rule  in  this  field  it  sands  badly.  The  city  authorities  discourage  the  use 
of  drilling  tools,  and  such  cleaning  as  is  required  is  done  with  a  mud- 
scow. 

Central  or  Old  Field. 

The  original  discovery  of  oil  in  the  City  field  proper  was  made  at  the 
corner  of  Patton  and  Colton  streets,  though  the  Maltman  and  Rnhland 
wells,  in  the  western  end.  had  been  producing  at  intervals  for  some 
years.  In  1892  Messrs.  Doheny  and  Connon  dug  a  shaft  at  this  location 
to  a  depth  of  155  feet,  and  striking  some  seepages,  and  too  much  gas  to 
permit  of  continued  digging,  bored  an  18-inch  hole  in  the  bottom  of  the 
shaft.  This  hole  produced  several  barrels  per  day  for  some  time,  and 
on  the  strength  of  this  showing  the  same  parties  moved  across  Colton 
street,  to  a  location  in  what  was  then  known  as  Second  Street  Park,  and 
drilled  a  i)r()ducing  well.  This  portion  of  the  city  was  already  laid  out 
in  town  lots  and  partially  built  up.  and  as  each  lot  owner  figured  himself 
a  prospective  oil  magnate,  a  boom  in  drilling  resulted  which  has  prob- 
ably not  since  been  equaled,  even  in  the  i)almy  days  of  Midway.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  1895,  three  hundred  and  eight  producing  wells  are 
reported  from  this  division  of  the  field,  in  addition  1o  which  there  nnist 
have  been  a  number  of  failures,  no  record  of  which  can  now  be  found. 

In  June,  1900,  Watts  reports  338  producers  in  this  field,  most  of  the 
new  wells  (later  than  1895)  having  l)een  at  the  western  extension,  north 
of  Ocean  View  avenue  and  between  Roiuiie  Brae  and  Alvarado  streets. 
Again  Ihc  nuinhn-  of  abandoned  wells  is  n(»t  given.  In  April.  1903. 
Blackinar's  re|)ort  gives  a  total  of  537  wells  in  the  Central  lield.  of 
Avhieh  457  were  producing  and  80  abandoned. 

In  Pel)ruary.  1906,  Arnold  reports  516  wells  in  this  field,  of  whirh 
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206  were  producing  and  310  abandoned.  This  total,  it  will  be  noted,  is 
less  than  is  given  three  years  previous,  when  a  slight  amount  of  drilling 
was  yet  in  progress,  but  as  the  count  of  producing  wells  can  not  be 
questioned,  it  may  be  assumed  that  some  of  the  older  abandoned  wells 
had  entirely  disappeared  at  this  time.  In  February,  1912,  a  count 
showed  a  total  of  522  wells,  of  which  170  were  producing,  and  352 
abandoned. 

The  formation  from  which  the  oil  of  the  Central  field  is  drawn  is 
similar  to  that  of  the  Eastern  field,  but  somewhat  more  regular.  It 
appears  to  be  a  monocline,  dipping  to  the  south  at  an  angle  of  about 
40  degrees.  On  the  north,  production  is  bounded  by  a  fault  zone,  in 
which  some  oil  was  found,  but  also  much  water.  At  the  south,  the  limit 
of  production  was  that  line  along  which  water  takes  the  place  of  the  oil 
beneath  which  it  lies.  The  width  of  the  producing  strip,  as  in  the  East 
field,  is  determined  by  the  varying  inclination  of  the  producing  sands, 
but  also,  and  in  this  unlike  the  East  field,  by  differences  in  the  absolute 
height  of  water  level  at  different  locations. 

At  the  east  the  development  of  this  strip  carried  the  wells  into  broken 
ground,  in  which  profitable  quantities  of  oil  were  found,  but  at  a  slight 
depth  and  with  much  water.  These  wells  very  soon  failed  and  were  the 
first  to  be  abandoned.  But  few  wells  now  remain  in  operation  east  of 
Lakeshore  boulevard,  and  most  of  those  once  pumped  between  this  street 
and  Sunset  boulevard  appear  to  have  been  abandoned  because  of  water. 

To  the  west,  badly  broken  ground  was  found  west  of  Quebec  street, 
and  drilling  was  very  difficult.  But  in  spite  of  bad  drilling  and  much 
water,  these  wells,  which  are  considerably  deeper  than  most  of  the  wells 
in  this  field,  were  the  best  producers  in  the  group,  and  most  of  them  are 
still  in  operation. 

The  depth  of  wells  in  this  group  ranges  from  475  feet  to  1300  feet  or 
more.  Two  producing  sands  were  found  in  this  field  also,  and  these 
seem  to  be  practically  identical  with  those  of  the  East  field.  The  upper 
sand  was  as  a  rule  about  125  feet  thick,  but  only  a  few  feet  at  the  bottom 
of  this  layer  were  productive.  The  oil  from  this  sand  sometimes  went 
as  high  as  20°  Beaume.  The  second  sand  lay  about  200  feet  below,  and 
was  usually  about  45  feet  thick.  This  sand  produced  an  oil  ranging 
from  13.5°  to  16°  Beaume,  and  was  far  richer  than  the  upper  sand. 
Below  this  stratum,  water  was  found,  and  on  going  down  the  dip,  water 
would  finally  be  found  in  the  lower  sand  while  the  upper  yet  contained 
oil ;  in  other  words,  the  water  level  appeared  to  be  at  least  approximately 
a  plane. 

At  present  most  of  the  wells  in  this  field  produce  much  water,  prob- 
ably about  as  much  as  those  of  the  East  field.  This  water  separates 
freelv  on  heating,  and  with  the  lighter  oils  on  tanking,  and  red  or  emul- 
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sified  oils  are  rare.  The  average  gravity  of  the  oil  from  this  field  is  now 
about  15°  Beauuie.     A  typical  analysis  is  given  in  a  later  chapter. 

In  the  year  1895,  the  average  production  from  308  wells  was  6.5 
barrels  per  day  per  well.  In  1899,  when  the  average  age  of  wells  was 
approximately'  six  years,  the  average  daily  production  per  well  is  given 
as  3.7  barrels.  During  1911,  when  the  average  age  of  these  wells  had 
reached  some  eighteen  years,  the  average  daily  production  per  well  was 
approximately  three  barrels.  It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  the  less 
profitable  wells  at  the  east  end  of  the  strip  had  been  abandoned  in  con- 
siderable numbers,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  original  production 
of  the  wells  which  now  remain  was  greater  than  the  average  above  given. 
As  these  wells  are  mainly  located  in  the  best  residence  district  in  the 
older  part  of  the  city,  it  is  not  likely  that  they  will  be  pumped  very 
much  longer. 

These  wells  never  made  any  sand  to  speak  of,  and  are  all  pumped  on 
the  jack.  On  account  of  the  restrictions  placed  on  cleaning  operations, 
many  of  these  holes  are  now  in  very  bad  condition,  and  in  many  cases  the 
depth  is  notably  less  than  when  first  drilled. 

West  Field. 

Differing  from  the  divisions  already  mentioned,  where  but  one  small 
brea  deposit  indicated  the  presence  of  oil,  the  West  field  showed  a 
number  of  seepages.  At  one  of  these,  lying  a  short  distance  west  of 
Coronado  and  south  of  First  street,  a  well  was  dug  as  early  as  1857, 
known  as  the  Dryden  well,  from  whieli  considerable  quantities  of  heavy 
oil  w'ere  baled  and  sold.  In  later  years,  probably  somewhere  about 
1890.  a  group  of  nine  wells  was  sunk  on  the  ^laltman  tract,  a  short 
distance  north  of  tlie  Baptist  College,  and  a  group  of  twelve  on  the 
Ruhland  tract,  a  couple  of  blocks  to  the  west  of  Westlake  Park.  A 
number  of  prospect  wells  were  drilled  at  various  times,  but  without 
success  other  than  at  these  two  locations,  and  the  production  from  these 
M-ells  was  too  small  to  encourage  further  developments,  so  that  no  real 
production  of  oil  was  hnd  at  this  end  of  the  City  field  until  after  both 
the  central  and  the  eastern  divisions  had  been  drilled  up. 

About  the  year  1899  drilling  was  carried  west  of  the  strip  of  broken 
formation  encountered  near  Coronado  street,  and  oil  found  at  a  much 
less  depth.  Developments,  a.s  in  the  eastern  divisions,  proceeded 
rapidly,  and  in  June,  1900,  Watts  reports  175  producing  wells  located 
between  Coronado  street  and  Vermont  avenue,  and  also  mentions  a  dozen 
or  fifteen  located  west  of  the  latter  street,  though  there  are  probabl\- 
others  not  mentioned.     No  count  of  the  abandoned  wells  is  given. 

The  count  made  in  April.  1003,  stopped  at  the  city  limits,  and  so 
includes  no  wells  west  of  Vermont  avenue,  but  between  Vermont  and 
Coronado  there  were  331  wells,  of  which  268  were  productive  and  63 
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abandoned.  An  examination  of  the  notes  made  at  the  time  discloses 
that  some  portions  of  this  area  were  already  beginning  to  fall  below  the 
line  of  profitable  production. 

In  February,  1906,  Arnold's  map  of  the  field  shows  a  total  of  344 
Avells  between  Rosedale  avenue  (now  Westmoreland)  and  Coronado 
street.  Of  these  75  were  producing  and  269  abandoned.  As  33  of 
these  wells  are  shown  lying  west  of  Vermont,  the  total  between  Vermont 
and  Coronado  is  but  311,  and  it  is  evident  that  some  of  the  abandoned 
wells  noted  in  1903  had  completely  disappeared. 

In  the  current  year  (January,  1912)  this  territory  was  visited,  but 
except  for  one  group  of  21  wells  at  Geneva  and  Commonwealth  streets, 
this  entire  area  west  of  Coronado  street  had  been  abandoned,  and  but 
few  tracas  now  remain  of  the  former  presence  of  oil  wells. 

The  eastern  boundary  of  this  field  was  formed  by  the  fault  zone  at 
Coronado  street.  West  of  this  strip,  the  oil  sands  were  found  to  be 
dipping  south  by  a  little  west,  and  at  a  slight  angle.  Watts  reports 
that  just  east  of  Occidental  boulevard,  the  wells  farthest  south  w^ent  525 
feet  to  the  sand,  and  penetrated  it  for  60  to  80  feet,  while  those  farthest 
north  encountered  the  sand  at  some  200  feet,  and  found  it  but  slightly 
over  20  feet  thick.  At  the  corner  of  Fourth  and  Hoover  streets  a  well 
was  drilled  to  a  total  depth  of  1430  feet,  finding  productive  sands  at 
250  feet.  1100  feet  and  1300  feet.  This  well,  however,  found  so  much 
water  at  depth  that  its  production  was  slight.  (Arnold,  Bulletin  309.) 
North  of  Third  street  and  east  of  Juanita  the  old  Maltman  Avells  found 
the  sand  at  from  140  to  285  feet,  and  southwest  of  these  wells  an  upper 
sand  crops,  which  is  still  seeping  a  little  oil.  The  wells  just  west  of 
Vermont  avenue  fovmd  the  sand  at  depths  ranging  from  300  to  400  feet, 
while  a  well  at  Vermont  and  First  streets  found  several  sands  down  to 
deptlis  of  1735  feet,  but  much  more  water  than  oil.  At  the  southwest 
limit  of  this  group  drilling  was  terminated  by  reaching  water  level, 
which  seems  to  have  been  about  1000  feet  below  the  surface  originally. 
Further  down  the  dip  no  oil  was  found,  but  Avater  only.  It  appears 
likely  that  there  Avas  also  a  fault  along  the  southern  margin,  and  that 
the  Ruhland  Avells.  which  were  drilled  in  a  brea  bed  and  were  all  less 
than  100  feet  deep,  were  either  in  fault  material  or  in  another  formation. 

The  oil  sands  of  this  group  appear  to  have  been  generally  from  20  to 
100  feet  thick.  ])ut  did  not  carry  nearly  so  much  oil  a.s  those  farther 
east.  The  oil  also  was  heavier,  much  of  it  being  as  low  as  12'  Beaume, 
and  considerable  of  it  was  emulsified,  even  when  the  wells  were  new. 

This  field  appears  to  have  failed  l)y  reason  of  entrance  of  Avater  from 
the  lower  side,  from  Avhich  side  it  followed  up  the  oil  as  it  Avas  Avith- 
drawn.  The  upper  Avells.  however,  seem  to  have  failed  by  simple  ex- 
haustion of  the  sands  Avhich.  as  said,  Avere  not  originally  very  rich.     The 
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average  i>roduction  of  these  wells  was  never  large.  The  only  figures 
now  available  are  for  the  year  1899,  when  175  wells  produced  270,000 
barrels,  or  an  average  of  4.2  barrels  per  day  per  well  —  this  when  the 
average  age  of  wells  could  not  have  been  more  than  tw^o  or  three  years. 
It  is  probable,  however,  that  the  more  favored  portions  of  this  area 
would  still  be  producing  at  a  profit,  were  it  not  for  the  very  great 
increase  in  real  estate  values  in  this  portion  of  the  city,  which  has  made 
it  more  desirable  to  clear  the  land  than  to  produce  small  quantities  of  oil. 

Western  Avenue  Wells. 

In  the  year  1900,  when  Watts'  Bulletin  19  of  the  State  ^Mining  Bureau 
WHS  issued,  no  Avork  had  been  done  west  of  Rosedale  avenue  except  two 
shallow  holes,  not  productive,  drilled  by  Messrs.  C.  B.  Davis  and  Mitchell 
&  Stilson.  near  Western  avenue  and  Temple  road.  The  statement  Is 
also  made  that  a  productive  well  had  been  drilled  farther  to  the  west 
prior  to  this  time,  and  probably  in  the  group  in  the  southeast  quarter 
of  section  14. 

In  1906  the  U.  S.  Geological  Survey  reported  32  producing  and  86 
abandoned  wells  in  the  S.W.  i  of  13,  the  N.E.  I  of  23.  the  S.E.  |  of  14, 
and  the  N.W.  ^  of  24.  all  in  township  1  south,  range  14  west.  As  no 
information  is  at  present  available  regarding  these  wells  except  such  as 
is  conveyed  in  Bulletin  309  of  the  Geological  Survey  (Los  Angeles  Dis- 
trict—  Ralph  Arnold)  the  following  is  quoted  verbatim  from  this  bul- 
letin : 

Thp  formatious  underlyins:  the  area  east  of  the  corner  of  Western  avenue  and 
Temple  road  are  the  same  as  those  found  toward  the  southeast  in  the  region  of 
tlie  Baptist  College.  The  surface  outcrops  seem  to  indicate  that  the  dip  of  the 
l.ivls  is  toward  the  southwest,  but  from  the  evidence  offered  by  a  itroup  of  wells 
just  south  of  Temple  road  one  fourth  mile  east  of  Western  avenue,  (he  dip  appears 
to  be  south-southi'astward  about  4  feet  in  .300  feet.  This  diserei)aucy  is  doubtless 
dui'  to  the  i)r()ximity  of  the  area  to  the  axis  of  the  Los  Angeles  anticline. 

The  wells  in  the  northern  i)art  of  the  area,  near  Temple  road,  after  penetrating 
iiravel  and  snnd  for  approximately  100  feet  pass  through  alt(>rnating  clayey  shale 
and  fine  sandstone  for  aiiout  2."i0  feet.  At  this  depth  the  oil  sand,  which  appears 
to  be  barren  at  the  top  i)ut  i)roductive  below,  is  encountert'd  and  extends  for  ;V> 
feet,  .\bout  20  feet  itelow  this  is  a  layer  of  sand  which  yields  flowing  water.  The 
wi'lis  in  (his  jiart  of  the  area  yield  an  average  of  1  to  '2  barrels  of  1~t°  oil  per  day: 
and  in  addition  considerable  tiuantities  of  gas  and  usually  about  2  per  cent  of  water. 

•Vbout  one  fourth  mile  to  the  southwest  down  the  dij)  from  the  territory  just 
described  the  wells  reach  (he  oil  sand  at  .310  feet.  The  sand  is  here  40  feet  thick 
and  is  .somewhat  more  productive  than  it  is  higher  up.  yielding  on  an  average  6 
barrels  i)er  day  per  well.  Tht>  same  strata  were  i)ene(ratt'd  and  (he  same  amount 
of  water  is  encountered  in  (hese  deeper  wells  as  in  the  wells  to  (he  northi-ast. 

Still  farther  southwest,  about  one  half  mile  southwest  of  the  corner  of  Western 
avenue  and  Temple  road,  the  wells  strike  an  oil  .sand  at  a  depth  of  about  ,3r>0  feet 
whieh  ou(cro|)s  at  (he  surface  in  (he  viciuKy  of  the  wells  just  described.  About  3.")0 
bet  below  this  ui)per  oil  sand  is  encoun(ered  a  second  oil  zone  corresponding  to  the 
pnxluctive  sand  of  the  wells  half. a  mile  to  the  nor(heas(.  The  strata  above  the 
tirst  sand  are  largely  clayey  and  sandy  gray  shale,  possibly  Fernando  in  part,  with 
some  harder  shale  and  "shell"  layers  immediately  above  them.  Between  the  tirst 
and  s<'cond  oil  zones  are  alternating  clayey  and  sandy  shale  with  a  few  thin  layers 
of  hard  siliceous  shale  or  "shell"  ;  isolated  accumulations  of  oil  and  gas  occur 
throughout  these  beds. 
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The  underground  geology  in  the  vicinity  of  the  little  group  of  wells  in  the  S,E.  i 
section  14,  T.  1  S.,  R.  14  W.,  one  fourth  mile  northwest  of  the  corner  of  Temple 
road  and  Western  avenue,  introduces  a  new  structural  factor  in  the  shape  of  a 
northeast-southwest  line  of  disturbance.  In  a  journey  westward  through  the 
western  field  this  is  the  first  evidence  encountered  of  the  secondary  zone  of  disturb- 
ance, which  to  the  southwest  develops  into  the  Salt  Lake  flexure.  The  line  of 
disturbance  or  fault  appears  to  extend  in  a  southwesterly  direction  from  the  north- 
east corner  of  the  S.E.  i  section  14,  through  a  point  80  feet  west  of  Loma  Vista 
well  No.  5.  and  thence  indefinitely  toward  the  Salt  Lake  field. 

East  of  this  line  of  disturbance  the  main  oil  zone,  which  is  here  from  80  to  90 
feet  thick,  is  encountered  at  a  depth  of  between  195  and  210  feet,  the  overlying 
beds  consisting  of  Pleistocene  sand  and  gravel  near  the  surface,  with  thin-bedded 
shale  and  fine  sandstone  below.  The  wells  yield  as  high  as  20  barrels  per  day 
when  they  first  come  in,  but  this  production  falls  off,  and  at  the  end  of  two  years 
is  in  few  cases  over  2  barrels.  The  original  high  production  is  caused  by  the  gas 
pressure,  which  is  rather  strong  in  this  area.  West  of  the  line  of  disturbance 
water  is  encountered  in  the  wells  at  a  depth  of  400  feet,  but  no  oil  was  struck, 
though  one  of  the  wells  w^as  continued  to  580  feet. 

QUALITY    OF    CITY    FIELD    OILS. 

The  oils  of  the  City  field,  while  varying  considerably  in  gravity,  are 
uniform  in  quality,  as  is  indicated  by  the  following  analyses. 

The  large  percentages  of  light  products  and  of  asphalt  shown  by  the 
Salt  Lake  oils  are  notably  absent.  Not  a  single  sample  of  the  fifteen 
reported  here  shows  any  distillate  lighter  than  stove  oil,  though  the 
samples  cover  a  range  from  11°  to  18°  Beaume.  As  to  this  point  the 
comparison  with  Sale  Lake  oils  is  rather  striking,  as  these  oils  commence 
to  yield  a  little  kerosene  at  about  11°  Beaume  (gravity  of  crude),  and  at 
18°  usually  show  some  gasoline. 

In  respect  to  percentage  composition  the  City  oils  show  a  marked 
resemblance  to  those  of  Whittier,  which  are  also  very  low  in  light 
products  and  asphalt.  In  both  these  cases  the  oils  appear  to  be  debased, 
being  produced  from  narrow  sands  paralleled  by  zones  of  faulting,  while 
in  Salt  Lake  the  faults  which  limit  the  productive  area  are  widely 
separated,  and  are  apparently  sealed  by  the  consolidation  of  soft  sedi- 
ments, thus  protecting  the  oils  from  degeneration  except  at  the  edges  of 
the  field. 

The  City  oils  contain  much  more  sulfur  than  those  of  Whittier,  and 
in  this  respect  approach,  though  they  do  not  equal,  those  of  the  Salt 
Lake  area.  They  are  thus  unfitted  for  gas  manufacture,  and  because  of 
the  entire  absence  of  light  products,  are  of  little  value  for  refining.  The 
lubricants  are  of  good  quality  and  in  fair  quantity,  but  the  asphalt  yield 
is  not  large,  and  lubricants  as  a  main  product  are  rarely  profitable  under 
present  market  conditions.  These  oils,  therefore,  find  their  principal 
market  as  fuel,  for  which  there  is  a  large  local  demand. 
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7428.» 
Los    Angeles    Railway    Company.     Hubbel     No.    2.     (West     Field.) 

Gravity 16.5°  Beaum6 

Viscosity  at  185°   F 2.61  Redwood 

Distillafion. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  a  glass  flask  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  482°  F 9.7  per  cent  32.0    Beaum6 

482  to  572° 15.8  per  cent  26.8° 

572°  to  grade— a 43.4  per  cent  24.2° 

572°  to  grade — b 8.2  per  cent  24.7° 

Asphalt    21.5  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Loss    1.4  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

These  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline    Gl°   BeaumC'         None 

Engine  distillate   52°  None 

Kerosene   42°  None 

Stove  oil 33"  9.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 24.9°  68.1  per  cent  (not  separate  J) 

Asphalt   "D"  21.5  per  cent 

Loss 1.4  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 

7427.* 

Westlake  Oil   Company.     Well    No.  7.      (Middle   Field.) 

Gravity 12.0'   Beaum6 

Viscosity  at  185°   F 19.57  Redwood 

Diatillation. 

Sample  of  2CK)  c.c,  distilled  from  a  glass  flask  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  572°  F 29.0  per  cent  25.0' Beaum<5 

572°  to  grade — a 31.2  per  cent  22.8° 

572°  to  grade— b 3.6  per  cent  22.6° 

Asphalt    33.1  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

liOss    3.1  i)er  cent 

100.0  per  cent 
This  is  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline    61°   Beaum6         None 

Engine   distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene   42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  None 

-Middlings  and  lubricants 23.8°  63.8  per  cent  (not  separated) 

.\sphiilt   "D"  33.1  percent 

Loss 3.1  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 


•Analysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
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6457.* 

Parker  Oil   Company.     Well   No.   30.      (Middle   Field.) 

Gravity 12.6°  Beaume  (corrected  for  water  13.5°) 

This  is  a  thick  oil,  of  a  brownish-black  color,  and  with  a  mild  odor.     This  well  is 
located  just  west  of  the  Sisters'  Hospital,  at  the  east  end  of  the  middle  field.     The 
sample  as  received  contained  21   per  cent  of  water,   which   was  not  emulsified  and 
settled  slowly. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  copper  in  a  current  of  gas  to  a  residue  of 
dry  coke. 

First  cut 20.9  per  cent  3^.6°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 08.8  per  cent  18.7° 

Fixed   carbon   10.3  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of 

the  coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate   52°  iN'one 

Kerosene   42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  20.0  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate    29.2°  17.9  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock   12.5°  36.3  per  cent  \  18.7°— 54.2% 

Asphalt    "D"  25.8  per  cent,  or  90.6  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  i>er  cent 

The  stove  oil  from  this  run  Ava.s  pale  and  with  slight  bloom,  but  had 
a  marked  still  odor,  which  largely  disappeared  on  treatment. 

The  lubricating  stock  had  a  good  color  and  a  rich  green  outer  tone, 
both  of  which  were  also  noted  on  the  reduced  stock.  The  viscosity  of 
the  latter  was  high,  and  there  was  no  paraffin.  This  appears  to  be  a 
good  grade  of  crude  for  lubricants,  but  as  usual  in  this  field,  the  yield 
of  asphalt  is  low  for  the  gravity. 


♦Analysis  by  J.   P.   P. 
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2413.* 

Sample   from    Middle   Field. 

iiravity 13.5°  Beauin6 

Flash   point 2.58°   F.,  open  test 

A'iscosity  at  76°   F 730.4   Engler 

Sulfur 1.08  per  cent  by  weight 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  100  c.c,  distilled  from  glass  flask  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  302°  F None 

302  to  572° 10.0  per  cent 

572°   to  asphalt 59.0  per  cent 

Asphalt    31.0  per  cent  Grade  "D"' 

100.0  per  cent 

Very  roughly  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline   None 

Engine  distillate None 

Korosene    None 

Stove  oil   10  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 59  per  cent 

Asphalt  "D" 31  per  cent 

100  per  cent 

7430.t 

E.    B.  Clampltt.     Well   No.   1.     (Middle   Field.) 

Gravity 13.8°  Beaumg 

Viscosity  at  185°   F 5.40  Redwood 

Sulfur 1.30  per  cent  by  weight 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  glass  flask  without  steam  or  gas. 

r.flow  482°  F 5.9  per  cent  32.1' Beaum6 

482  to  572° 14.1  per  cent  27.7° 

."•72°  to  grade 47.2  per  cent  25.1° 

-Vsphalt 2S.S  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Water  and  loss 4.0  per  cent 

100.0  pcv  emit 
These  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

<;iis()line    61°   Beaunn'  None 

lOngiue  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene   42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  5.0perti'nt 

Middlings    and    lubricants 25.7°  li;i.2  i)er  cent  (not  soparat.'d  i 

-V.sphalt    "D"  28.8  per  cent 

I,oss» 4.0percent 

l(X).0i»e:-cent 

•Analysis  by  P.   W.   P. 
■'"Analysis  by  H.   N.  Cooper. 

1 .")— (i.S 
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7429.» 

Park   Crude   Oil   Company.     Well    No.    13.      (Middle    Field.) 

Gravity 14.2°   Beaume 

Viscosity  at  185°   F 4.42  Redwood 

Sulfur 1.18  per  cent  by  weight 

Thermal  value 18,G2,3  British   thermal   units 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  glass  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  482°  F 6.9  per  cent  32.2°  Beaum6 

482   to  572° 19.4  per  cent  26.8° 

572°  to  grade — a 39.7  per  cent  22.2° 

572°  to  grade — b 4.5  per  cent  22.8° 

Asphalt    25.3  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Loss    4.2  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

These  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  6.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate  and  lubricants—  23.6°  64.5  per  cent  ( not  separated ) 

Asphalt "D"  25.3  per  cent 

Loss 4.2  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 
7423.* 

I.  W.  Shirley.     Well   No.  12.     (Middle  Field.) 

Gravity 16.5°   Beaum4 

Viscosity  at  185°  F 2.83  Redwood 

Sulfur .0.85  per  cent  by  weight 

Thermal  value 18,787  British   thermal   units 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  a  glass  flask  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below    482°    F 7.6  per  cent  32.3°  BeaumS 

482   to   572° 13.9  per  cent  28.2° 

572°  to  grade — a 40.0  per  cent  25.2° 

572°  to  grade — b 14.5  per  cent  24.6° 

Asphalt    21.8  per  cent      "     Grade  "D"  (about) 

Water  and  loss — 

100.0  per  cent 
These  figures  are  approximately  equivalent  to  the  following  commer- 
cial analj'sis: 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  7.0  per  cent 

Middlings    and   lubricants 2.o.0°  69.0  per  cent 

Asphalt   "D"  21.8  per  cent 

Loss  and  water 2.2  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

♦Analysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
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645S.* 

Doran,    Brouse   &    Price.     Average.      (East    Field.) 

Gravity 11.2°   Beaum4 

Gravity  corrected  for  water 11.7° 

This  is  a  thick,  reddish-brown  oil,  containing  as  received  30  per  cent  of  water, 
very  finely  divided.     While  this  water  is  intimately  blended  with  the  oil,  it  does  not 
appear  to  be  actually  emulsified,  as  it  settles  out  on  slow  heating. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  copper  in  a  current  of  gas.     Distillation 
carried  to  a  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cut 12.9  per  cent  32.6°  Beaum6 

Second  cut   80.0  per  cent  16.5° 

Fixed   carbon   7.1  grams  per  100  c.c. 


i 


100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 
coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 01°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene   42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  12.5  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate   28.7°  22.3  per  cent  ^  Slop  distillate 

Reduced   stock   12.8"  47.4  per  cent  \  16.5° — 69.7% 

Asphalt   "D"  17.8  per  cent,  or  62.5  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  stove  oil  ran  pale  and  sweet,  and  treated  well.  The  lubricating 
and  reduced  stocks  had  a  fine  color  and  outer  tone,  and  the  high  vis- 
cosity normal  to  the  very  low  gravity.  There  was  a  faint  trace  of 
paraffin  in  the  reduced  stock,  which  commenced  to  crystallize  at  about 
75°  F. 

While  this  analysis  does  not  indicate  the  points  of  difference,  this  oil 
is  of  quite  different  constitution  from  the  adjacent  Harris  oil  (6452). 

Tim.v 
Consolidated    Crude    Oil    Company.     Well    No.    21.     (East    Field.) 

Gravity  12.6°   Beaum4 

Viscosity  at    LS5°   F 18.30  Redwood 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  glass  flask  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  4S2°  F 8.4  per  cent  32.0°  Beaum^ 

482   to   572" 14.0  per  cent  2(5.4° 

572°  to  grade — a 29.3  per  cent  25.0° 

572°  to  grade— b 17.6  per  cent  22.5° 

Asphalt    29.4  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Loss    1.3  per  cent 


100.0  per  ctMit 


•Analysis  by  J.   P.   P. 

tAnalysls  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
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These  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis ; 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  7.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 24.6°  62.3  per  cent  ( not  separated ) 

Asphalt   "D"  29.4  per  cent 

Water  and  loss 1.'^  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 

7425.* 
Davis    &    Harrison.     Well    No.    10.      (East    Field.) 

Gravity 13.2°  Beaume 

Viscosity  at  185°  F 11.96  Redwood 

Sulfur 0.49  per  cent  by  weight 

Thermal  value 18,164  British  thermal  units 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  a  glass  flask  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  572°  F 17.1  per  cent  27.1°  Beaumfi 

572°  to  grade— a 43.6  per  cent  24.1° 

572°  to  grade— b 8.8  per  cent  23.2° 

Asphalt    28.3  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Loss 2.7  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 

This    is    approximately    equivalent  to    the    following    commercial 
analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillato .52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  None 

Middlings  and  lubricants 24.8°  69.0  per  cent 

Asphalt   "D"  28.3  per  cent 

Loss 2  2.7  per  cent 


6452.1 


100.0  per  cent 


Harris   Oil   Company.     Average.     (East    Field.) 

Gravity 13.1°   Beaum6 

Gravity  corrected  for  water 13.4° 

This  sample  was  a  tank  average  from  the  station  at  Adobe  and  Castellar  streets, 
in  the  east  field.     It  contained  8  per  cent  of  water  as  received,  not  emulsified.     This 
is  a  thick,  black  oil,  with  a  mild  and  sweet  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  300  c.c.  distilled  from  copper  : 
carried  to  a  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cut 15.1  per  cent  31.0° 

Second  cut 76.5  per  cent  20.4° 


current  of  gas.     Distillation 


Beaume 


Fixed  carbon   __ 


S.4  grams  per  100  c.c. 


100.0  per  cent 


None 


*Analysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
tAnalysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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On  reduction  of  the  second  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of 
the  residue  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum4  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene   42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  12.0  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate   29.9°  24.1  per  cent   /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced   stock 15.3°  42.9  per  cent   ^20.4° — 07.0% 

Asphalt   "D"  21.0  per  cent,  or  73.7  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  lubricating  stock  from  this  crude  was  of  quite  different  (quality 
from  that  obtained  from  the  preceding  sample  (6468),  being  pale  in 
color,  but  rather  bluish,  with  a  mild  sulfurous  odor,  and  a  low  viscosity. 
The  reduced  stock  also  showed  these  properties,  but  developed  no  indi- 
cations of  paraffin. 

7424.* 
Proudfit  &  Parker.     Well   No.  2.     (East   Field.) 

Gravity  14.3°   Beaiimg 

Viscosity  at  185°   F 4.71    K.-lwood 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  a  glass  flask  without  steam  or  {jas. 

Below  4S2°  F 4.0  per  cent  30.3°  Beaum6 

4.S2   to   572° 13.9  i)er  cent  27.2° 

572°   to  grade — a 42.S  per  cent  24.1° 

.572°  to  grade— b 8.3  per  cent  26.3° 

Asi)lialt    28.8  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Water  and   loss 2.2  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

These  figures  are  approximately  equivalent  to  the  following  eonuner- 
cial  analysis: 

(iasoline 61°  Boaume  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosen.'   42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  None 

.Middlings  and  lubricants 25.3°  09.0  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt    "D"  2."<.Sp..r<-enr 

Water  and  loss i:.2  imt  c.mu 

ino  iMTc.'iit 
•Analysl!!  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
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2471.* 

Sample  frpm    East    Field. 

Gravity 15.1°   Beaum6 

This  is  a  rather  limpid,  brownish  oil,  with  a  mild  odor. 

Distillation. 

A  sample  of  100  c.c,  distilled  from  a  glass  flask  to  asphalt  without  steam  or 
gas.     Residue  reduced  to  an  18.7°  stock  in  vacuum.     The  original  runs  are : 
Crude  oil — 

Below  572°  F 21..5  per  cent  30.2°  Beaumg 

572°   to  asphalt 64.2  per  cent  23.0° 

Asphalt    14.3  per  cent  Grade  "B"  (hard) 

100.0  per  cent 
Second   cut   from   above — 

Fuel  distillate 21.4  per  cent  31.8°  Beaumg 

Reduced  stock 42.8  per  cent  18.7° 

64.2  per  cent 

On  bringing  these  figures  together  they  give  the  following  commercial 

analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate   .52°  None 

Kerosene   42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  16.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 31.8°  26.9  per  cent 

Reduced  stock 18.7°  42.8  per  cent 

Asphalt    hard  14.3  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

2463.t 
Sample  from    East   Field. 

Gravity 15.7°   Beaumg 

This  is  a  thick,  brownish-black  oil  of  mild  odor. 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  100  c.c,  distilled  from  glass  to  a  temperature  of  518°  F.  Residue 
reduced  to  asphalt  by  open  evaporation,  and  the  weight  corrected  (factor 
X   0.8)   for  oxidation  during  evaporation.     The  original  figures  are: 

Below  302°  F None 

302   to  572° 17.2  per  cent  30.2°  Beaum6 

Residue  above  572°i 82.8  per  cent  12.7° 

100.0  per  cent 

♦Analysis  by  P.  W.  P. 

tAnalysis  by  Wayne  Colver.  i 
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After  evaporation  to  asphalt  and  calculation  these  figures  are  roughly 
equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline Gl°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene  42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  13.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 63.4  per  cent  (not  separated) 

-Vsphalt    "D"  23.6  per  cent  or  82.8  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

7426.* 

Davis  &  Harrison.     Solano  well.     (East  Field.) 

Gravity 17.9°  Beaum6 

Viscosity  at  G0°   F 61.59  Redwood 

Viscosity  at  185°   F 1.90  Redwood 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  a  glass  flask  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below    482°    F 6.6  per  cent  33.4°  Beaumfi 

482   to  572° 17.5  per  cent  28.1° 

572°  to  grade — a 47.8  per  cent  23.9° 

572°  to  grade — b 9.8  per  cent  24.0° 

Asphalt    17.3  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Loss    1.0  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 


These  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis ; 

<iasoline 61°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate 52*  None 

Kerosene   42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  7.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 24.8°  74.7  per  cent  (not  separated) 

.\sphalt    **D"  17.3  per  cent 

Loss *  1.0  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 


•Analysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

SALT  LAKE  OR  SHERMAN  FIELD. 

The  group  of  wells  lying  betweexi  the  western  city  limits  of  Los 
Angeles  and  the  Pacific  Ocean  was  first  known  under  the  name  Sherman, 
from  a  small  town  a  short  distance  to  the  north,  but  is  now  more  gen- 
erally knowA  as  the  Salt  Lake  field,  a  name  borrowed  from  that  of  the 
first  and  largest  operating  company. 

Topography  and  Climate.  The  Salt  Lake  field  occupies  a  tract  of 
nearly  flat  land  at  the  foot  of  the  Santa  Monica  range,  but  distant  some 
two  miles  from  the  base  of  the  mountains,  which  lie  to  the  north.  The 
ground  slopes  gently  to  the  south  and  west,  the  elevation  above  sea  level 
at  the  north  margin  of  developments  being  about  250  feet,  at  the  south- 
east corner  about  200  feet,  and  at  the  southwest  corner  of  the  main  field 
about  150  feet.  The  entire  field  is  drained  through  gentle  swales, 
having  a  direction  somewhat  west  of  south,  and  carrying  storm  waters 
into  Ballona  creek. 

West  of  the  main  group  of  wells  a  low  ridge  makes  off  from  the  Santa 
Monicas  in  a  southeasterly  direction,  or  at  right  angles  to  the  mountain 
axis.  This  ridge  crosses  the  long  axis  of  the  main  group  about  2^  miles 
west  of  !iic  most  westerly  wells.  On  this  ridge,  elevated  less  thari 
100  feet  above  the  plain,  a  secondary  group  of  wells  has  been  drilled, 
known  as  the  Beverly  Hills  wells.  This  group  does  not  lie  exactly  in 
line  with  the  Salt  Lake  wells  proper,  the  axis  of  the  Salt  Lake  group 
intersecting  the  Beverlj^  ridge  about  one  half  mile  north  of  the  center  of 
the  latter  group.  These  hills  are  hardly  more  than  a  gentle  undulation 
of  the  plain,  and  their  rounded  summits  lie  approximately  level  with 
the  upper  edge  of  the  main  field.  Farther  to  the  .southeast,  and  across 
Ballona  Creek,  the  hills  are  much  higher,  and  are  known  as  the  Redoudo 
or  Tijera  hills. 

The  climate  of  this  region  is  the  far-famed  climate  of  Los  Angeles,  dry 
and  moderately  hot  in  summer  (the  daylight  temperatures  ranging  from 
70°  to  90°  F.),  with  a  rather  small  rainfall  (some  fifteen  inches  per 
annum)  and  mild  temperature  in  winter.  In  this  respect  few  fields 
anywhere  are  more  favored,  there  being  but  few  days  in  the  year  when 
outdoor  labors  can  not  be  pursued  in  perfect  comfort. 

Underground  conditions.  The  Salt  Lake  field  is  peculiar  among  the 
oil  districts  of  California  in  that  the  surface  is  entirely  covered  by  late 
sediments,  so  that  no  hint  whatever  is  given  by  the  surface  as  to  the 
structure  beneath.  It  follows  from  this  that  whatever  we  learn  as  to 
underground  conditions  here  must  be  gathered  from  the  results  of  drill- 
ing, but  while  the  field  has  now  been  thoroughly  drilled  up,  and  demon- 
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Pitch  Lake,   Rancho  La  Brea,  Los  Angeles  County. 
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strated  Id  all  directions,  the  drilling  data  is  in  the  main  kept  very  secret, 
so  that  even  at  this  late  date  but  little  can  be  learned  as  to  some  parts  of 
the  field.  For  these  reasons,  such  well  records  as  were  obtainable  in 
the  circumstances  are  given  first,  while  the  general  descriptions  usually 
given  at  the  beginning  of  each  chapter  will,  in  this,  follow  the  records. 
It  may,  however,  conduce  to  a  better  understanding  of  these  notes  to 
state  in  advance  that  the  strata  penetrated  by  these  wells  consist,  in  the 
main,  of  soft  shales,  clays  and  loose  sands;  that  the  oils  are  produced 
from  incoherent  sands,  and  that  the  shallow  wells  at  the  east  are  gen- 
erally  free  from  water,  while  the  deeper  wells  at  the  western  end  are 
much  troubled  in  this  regard.  As  to  structure,  the  sands  approach 
close  to  the  surface  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  developed  field,  and 
dip  a  little  south  of  west,  the  dip  being  rather  even  in  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  field,  but  much  disturbed  at  the  west  end.  The  field 
appears  to  be  definitely  bounded  at  the  north  and  south,  and  perhaps 
also  at  the  east,  by  zones  of  faulting,  while  at  the  west  the  producing 
formations  are  found  in  place,  but  cease  to  be  remunerative  because  of 
an  excess  of  water.  The  Beverly  wells,  and  the  group  south  of  Wilshire 
boulevard,  are  in  different  formation,  and  will  be  considered  separately. 
These  wells  were  last  visited  in  January,  1912. 

Rancho  La  Brea  Oil  Company.  This  company  has  a  compact  group 
of  twenty-eight  wells  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  15,  1-14.  Of 
these  wells,  three  are  drilling,  two  are  suspended,  one  is  abandoned,  and 
twenty-two  are  producing. 

The.se  wells  are  all  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  field,  and  at  the  point 
where  the  sands  approach  closest  to  the  surface.  They  are  therefore 
shallow  holes,  and  produce  a  very  heavy  oil. 

Well  No.  42,  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  tract,  was  finished  at 
799  feet,  and  is  an  average  producer.  No.  44,  the  next  location  to  the 
south,  was  805  feet  and  drilling  in  January,  1912,  and  was  going  deeper, 
though  it  already  had  a  good  showing  of  oil.  No.  46,  two  locations  to 
the  .south  and  on  the  oa.st  line,  got  only  water  to  1000  feet,  and  was  going 
deeper,  though  not  then  working.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  Salt  Lake 
wells  inunodiatoly  soutli  prodiu'o  at  from  1050  feet  to  1300  feet. 

On  tlu'  north  line.  Well  No.  47,  a  location  to  the  northwest  of  No.  42. 
is  drilling.  Well  No.  45,  one  location  farther  west,  is  making  a  small 
aiMonnt  of  oil.  but  more  water  than  oil,  and  No.  34  was  being  cemented 
when  hist  visited.  This  latter  well  uses  640  feet  of  tubing,  and  is  prob- 
ably finished  at  something  le.-^-s  than  700  feet.  Of  the  other  wells.  No.  16 
had  nnicli  n|>]ier  water  and  only  a  small  amount  of  oil.  and  was  not  being 
operated  at  this  time.  The  well  lying  between  Nos.  20  and  46  is  an  old 
abandoned  well,  noted  below. 

The  wells  farthest  up  tlie  formation,  which  here  dips  to  the  southwest, 
have  V(M-v   little  ti-(Mil)le  with  water,   not  enough  to  seriously  hamper 
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their  operation.  On  the  southwest  corner  of  the  quarter,  however,  much 
water  is  encountered  above  the  oil,  and  is  hard  to  handle.  "When 
pumped  with  the  oil  the  water  does  not  emulsify,  and  is  readily  sepa- 
rated by  steaming. 

The  oil  over  this  entire  quarter  is  very  heavy,  and  somewhat  heavier 
at  the  east  than  on  the  west  side  of  the  group,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases. 
All  the  wells  produce  from  loose  sands,  and  make  considerable  solid 
matter  with  the  oil,  mainly  a  fine  sand.  On  the  other  hand,  gas  pres- 
sures are  low,  and  wells  do  not  require  so  much  cleaning  as  they  do  on 
t;he  next  section  west.     All  these  wells  are  handled  on  the  beam. 

On  the  south  line  of  section  16,  one  half  mile  to  the  west  of  the  group 
just  mentioned,  this  company  is  pumping  three  wells,  and  was  drilling 
one  in  January  of  the  current  year.  The  oil  from  these  wells,  while 
lieavy,  is  rather  lighter  than  that  from  the  wells  either  south  or  east, 
and  these  three  wells  appear  to  be  more  liberal  producers  than  the 
average  for  this  portion  of  the  field. 

On  the  narrow  strip  lying  between  the  Salt  Lake  and  the  Clark- 
Sherman  leases,  in  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  21,  1-14,  this  com- 
pany has  fifteen  wells,  all  producing.  These  are  the  oldest  wells  on  the 
entire  property,  and  were  started  about  the  year  1908.  They  range 
from  1350  feet  to  1600  feet  in  depth,  and  operate  under  the  same  condi- 
tions as  those  on  adjoining  leases. 

On  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  15,  1-14  there  was  formerly  a 
group  of  eleven  wells,  all  now  abandoned.  Very  little  is  known  about 
these  wells  except  that  they  were  shallower  than  the  producers  on  the 
quarter  to  the  west,  and  that  they  got  very  little  oil,  and  this  so  extremely 
heavy  that  it  could  not  be  handled.  Three  of  these  wells  (probably,  but 
not  certainly,  the  ones  indicated  as  such  on  the  map)  were  drilled  prior 
to  1900,  and  are  known  in  the  older  reports  as  the  Rhodes  wells.  The 
following  records  as  to  these  wells,  given  by  W.  L.  Watts  in  Bulletin  19 
of  the  Mining  Bureau,  will  indicate  the  general  character  of  this 
formation : 

Rhodes  wells.  No.  1,  on  Brea  Ranch,  about  4  miles  west  of  Los  Angeles.  For- 
mation :  Soil  to  10' ;  yellow  clay-shale  to  73' ;  sand  and  boulders  to  85' ;  blue  clay  to 
1-19' ;  shell  to  154' ;  blue  clay  to  175' ;  shell  to  177' ;  decomposed  black  shale  to  192' : 
shell,  01-  hard  flinty  blue  shale  to  193' ;  oil  sand  to  213' ;  gray  shale  to  214' ;  oil  sand 
to  237' ;  sand  rock  to  239' ;  oil  sand  to  282' ;  sand  rock  to  284' ;  heaving  beach  sand 
to  324' ;  coarse  black  sand  with  asphaltum  to  350' ;  hard  rock  to  351' ;  lightish- 
colored  sand  to  381';  hard  oil  rock  to  382';  oil  sand  (showed  well)  to  432';  soft  oil 
rock  of  shale  to  436' ;  coarse  sand  to  463'. 

Well  No.  2,  on  Brea  Ranch,  about  800'  south  of  Rhodes  well  No.  1.  Formation: 
Soil  to  10' ;  red  sand  to  50' ;  yellow  clay  and  shale  to  133' ;  shell  to  137' ;  sand  and 
boulders  (water  strata)  to  147';  blue  shale  to  185';  shell  to  186';  shale  to  215'; 
shell  to  216' ;  clay  to  255' ;  brea  to  256' ;  shale  to  284' ;  shell  to  285' ;  shale  to  302' ; 
shell  to  304' ;  shale  and  clay  to  362' ;  shell  or  rock  to  363' ;  shell  to  370' ;  oil  sand 
(6"  shale  about  center)  to  449';  rock  to  452';  oil  sand  to  484';  rock  to  485';  sand 
to  527' ;  sand  rock  to  535' ;  sand  to  546' ;  shale  to  548' ;  oil  sand  to  596' ;  hard  shale 
or  rock  to  600'.  This  well  was  drilled  by  a  hydraulic  rig.  Two  days  after  removing 
the  pipes  the  oil  stood  within  12'  of  the  surface.     The  gravity  of  the  oil  is  12°  B. 
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Kliodos  well  No.  3,  on  Brea  Kauch,  about  800'  southeast  of  No.  1.  Formation  : 
8oil  to  10':  yellow  clay  and  shale  to  74';  sand  and  boulders  (water  strata)  to  89'; 
shale  to  104' ;  shell  to  lOG' ;  blue  clay  to  173' ;  shell  to  170' ;  decomposed  black  shale 
to  211' ;  shell  of  hard  blue  shale  to  212' ;  oil  sand  to  245' ;  gray  shale  to  248' ;  oil  sand 
to  204' ;  hard  sand  or  sand  rock  to  205' ;  oil  sand  to  207'.  Casing  would  drive  no 
further.  Took  out  20  barrels  twentv-four  hours  after  cleaning  well.  Gravity  of 
oil.  11°  B. 

The  well  between  No.  46  and  No.  20  on  the  south  line  of  the  southwest 
(|iiarter  was  drilled  to  a  considerably  jSfreater  depth.  The  full  log  of  this 
well  is  given  by  Ralph  Arnold  in  Bulletin  309  of  the  U.  S.  Geological 
Survey.  In  brief,  this  well  found  first  tar  sand  at  772  feet,  a  streak  of 
heavy  oil  between  890  feet  and  925  feet,  and  other  tar  sands  at  short 
intervals  all  the  way  to  the  bottom,  1544  feet.  This  well  was  not  con- 
sidered a  producer,  and  was  abandoned,  but  other  wells  have  since  been 
drilled  on  all  sides,  getting  their  production,  in  the  main,  between  this 
772-foot  sand  and  the  1100-foot  level. 

It  is  evidenced  by  the  results  from  these  wells  that  the  sands  come 
very  close  to  the  surface  at  the  center  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 15,  closer  in  fact  than  would  be  indicated  by  the  even  dip  across  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  22.  It  is  probable  that  a  line  of  faulting 
€uts  across  the  producing  formation  near  the  east  line  of  15  and  22,  and 
this,  if  true,  would  account  for  the  fact  that  the  easternmost  wells 
farther  to  the  .south  found  only  tar,  even  at  depth. 

Amalgamated  Oil  Company — Salt  Lake  Oil  Company.  The  property 
originally  developed  by  the  Salt  Lake  Oil  Company  of  Los  Angeles,  and 
<iomprising  the  west  half  of  west  half  of  section  23,  all  of  section  22, 
the  east  half  of  the  east  half  of  northeast  quarter  of  section  21,  and  all 
that  portion  of  the  same  section  lying  south  of  Fourth  street,  has  now 
for  some  years  been  owned  and  operated  by  the  Amalgamated  Oil  Com- 
pany, a  subsidiary  of  the  Associated  Oil -Company.  On  this  property 
there  are  a  total  of  120  wells,  of  which  67  are  on  the  western  portion  of 
the  area  north  of  Fourth  street,  while  53  are  on  section  21,  south  of 
Fourth  street.  As  these  two  groups  are  quite  distinct,  both  as  regards 
underground  structure  and  o])eration,  they  will  be  described  separately. 

The  wells  north  of  Fourth  street  are  laid  out  in  straight  east  and  west 
lows,  spaced  340  feet  8  inches,  with  ad.joining  rows  "staggered."  so 
that  any  three  welLs  form  an  isosoceles  triangle.  This  arrangement  is 
very  suitable  in  such  a  case  as  this,  but  is  only  possible  in  flat  country. 
The  locations  rather  than  the  wells  are  numbered,  so  that  many  num- 
bers are  missing,  none  of  the  lines  being  as  long  as  originally  laid  out. 

Over  the  drilled-up  area,  fully  one  fonrth  of  a  square  mile,  every  loca- 
tion is  occui)ied,  and  depth,  character  of  oil  and  operating  conditions  are 
more  uniform  than  in  any  other  equal  area  in  the  State,  unless  perhaps 
in  .some  parts  of  Kern  River.  The  producers  farthest  east  give  a 
slightly  heavier  oil  and  smaller  yield  than  those  on  the  west  line,  and 
are  from  250  feet  to  450  feet  shallower. 
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On  the  eastern  marfj^in  of  the 
group  are  five  abandoned  wells^ 
Numbers  350,  352,  359,  314  and 
244.  The  exact  depth  of  these 
wells  can  not  be  learned,  but  it  is. 
understood  that  they  went  at  least 
as  deep  as  the  producing  wells  ju.st 
west,  and  it  is  certain  that  they 
found  the  oil  too  heavy  to  pump — 
a  thick,  viscous  tar.  This  was  also 
the  case  with  No.  209,  a  prospect 
hole  to  the  southeast  of  the  group. 
As  these  wells  are  much  deeper 
than  the  producers  of  the  La  Brea, 
on  the  quarter  to  the  north,  the 
conclusion  is  unavoidable  that 
some  serious  underground  disturb- 
ance has  probably  allowed  the  oil 
to  escape  in  part,  and  certainly  to 
depreciate  by  evaporation  or  by 
contact  with  water,  both  of  which, 
tend  to  remove  the  lightest  con- 
stituents and  thus  increase  the 
viscosity. 

Along  the  north  line  the  depth 
of  wells  increases  toward  the  west, 
at  the  rate  of  about  nine  feet  in  the 
hundred.  Thus,  No.  349,  farthest 
to  the  east,  is  1024  feet  deep ;  No. 
345,  in  the  center  of  the  line,  is- 
1213  feet,  and  No.  340,  at  the  west 
end,  is  1313  feet  deep.  It  is  to  be 
noted,  however,  that  No.  343  was. 
deepened  from  1240  feet  to  1386 
feet,  and  is  understood  to  have  had 
its  production  increased  thereby. 

Along  the  west  line,  the  depth 
increases  from  north  to  south,  but 
more  rapidly,  the  average  dip 
approximating  sixteen  feet  in  the 
hundred.  This  dip  is  lass  regular 
than  from  east  to  west,  there  being- 
a  flat  spot  from  No.  322  to  No.  252, 
or  over  half  the  width  of  the  strip. 
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while  south  of  this  the  sand  drops  ofif  rapidly.  Thus.  No.  340  is  1313 
feet,  No.  322  is  147(5  feet.  No.  252  is  1410  feet,  with  intervening  locations 
running  close  to  this  figure,  while  No.  235  is  1550  *eet.  No.  217  is  1602 
feet,  and  No.  200  is  1828  feet  deep.  This  flattening  on  the  north  half 
with  an  abrupt  dip  farther  south  is  noticeable  about  half  way  across  the 
quarter  section,  the  dip  in  the  southern  part  gradually  decreasing  until 
east  of  the  center  it  is  hardly  observable,  and  the  sands  lie  practically 
flat  in  a  north  and  south  direction. 

Starting  from  No.  42  on  the  Brea,  and  taking  the  nearest  approxima- 
tion to  a  straight  line  to  No.  200  on  the  Salt  Lake,  we  find  a  dip  to  the 
southwest  of  1029  feet  in  a  distance  of  5030  feet,  or  an  average  of 
twenty  and  one  half  feet  per  hundred.  This  dip,  however,  is  far  from 
regular,  being  26  per  cent  from  Brea  42  to  Salt  Lake  346,  zero  from  the 
latter  well  to  Salt  Lake  273,  nineteen  per  cent  from  this  well  to  Salt 
Lake  219,  and  sixty  per  cent  from  Salt  Lake  219  to  Salt  Lake  200.  The 
•detail  logs  of  these  wells  are  not  available,  but  it  is  probable  that  a  part 
of  this  increase  of  depth  is  due  to  a  thickening  of  the  producing  sands 
toward  the  southwest.  The  sections  in  Figure  28  indicate  the  lay  of 
these  sands  in  the  three  directions  noted. 

All  of  these  wells  make  sand,  and  some  of  them  a  large  amount,  but 
this  occasions  less  embarrassment  with  very  heavA'  oils  than  with  those  of 
less  consistency,  as  the  sand  remains  in  suspension  longer  in  these  very 
viscous  oils,  and  less  cleaning  of  wells  is  required  than  might  be  antic- 
ipated. Some  water  is  produced  with  the  oil,  more  on  the  west  than 
I'rom  the  eastern  wells.  As  already  noted,  this  water  does  not  emulsify, 
<'ind  as  the  oils  require  to  be  heated  to  remove  sand,  the  water  is  settled 
out  at  the  same  time,  and  at  small  cost.  Heating  is  done  in  open  wood 
tanks  with  steam  coils,  a  method  which  would  be  extravagant  of  fuel 
were  not  an  ample  supply  of  gas  available  from  the  wells. 

The  viscosity  of  these  oils  is  so  great  that  it  would  probably  preclude 
pumping  them  from  much  deeper  wells,  and  a  number  of  unusual 
expedients  are  practiced  in  handling  them.  Though  the  beams  are  run 
at  much  less  than  the  normal  speed,  and  on  a  rather  short  stroke,  the 
rods  settle  so  slowly  that  if  attached  in  the  usual  manner  they  would 
ho  likely  to  buckle  on  the  down  stroke.  Many  of  these  wells  have 
therefore  a  slip-joint  (a  eross-pin  .sliding  in  a  slotted  tube),  in  place 
of  the  usual  shackle,  but  where  the  rods  fail  to  sink  they  are  picked  up 
with  a  jerk  on  the  up  stroke,  and  breakage  of  rods  is  very  common. 
Pulling  tubing  on  one  of  these  tar  holes  is  an  operation  which  must  be 
seen  to  be  appreciated;  the  derrick  floors  are  literally  piled  with  hard- 
ened oil.  Many  of  these  wells,  instead  of  pumping  direct  into  the  lead 
line,  disehai-ge  into  a  small  heating  tank,  close  to  the  derrick,  in  which 
the  oil  is  tliorouirhly  liquefied  before  being  transferred  by  a  .separate 
|)ump. 
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Clark  &  Sherman  Land  Company  or  Los  Angeles  Pacific  Railuai/ 
The  small  tract  on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  21,  and  lying  west 
and  south  of  La  Brea  property,  is  usually  spoken  of  as  the  Los  Angeles 
Pacific  lease,  but  is  understood  to  be  owned  and  operated  by  the  Clark 
&  Sherman  Land  Company  of  Los  Angeles.  On  this  tract  there  are  2S 
wells,  of  which  all  but  Numbers  1  and  17  are  productive. 

Well  No.  1  is  a  shallow  hole,  said  to  be  only  350  feet  deep,  and 
though  formerly  productive  is  now  considered  exhausted.  Well  No.  17 
was  suspended  when  last  visited,  and  does  not  appear  to  have  ever  had 
production.  Numbers  2,  3,  4,  5  and  6,  along  the  south  end,  are  pumping 
on  the  jack,  and  are  said  to  be  shallow  holes.  All  the  other  wells  are 
pumping  on  the  beam,  with  steam  engines.  These  wells  range  from 
1300  feet  to  1600  feet  in  depth,  and  produce  the  same  quality  of  oil  as 
the  wells  east  and  west. 

Pacific  Light  &  Power  Company.  This  lease  is  on  the  center  line  of 
section  21,  north  of  Fourth  street.  Here  there  are  23  wells,  of  which 
the  last  is  drilling,  while  all  the  balance  are  producing.  Nothing  is 
known  as  to  the  depths  of  these  wells,  but  they  probably  run  about  the 
same  as  those  of  the  Gilmore  wells  to  the  west,  or  from  1800  to  2000 
feet.  These  wells  all  pump  on  the  beam,  and  are  driven  by  electric 
motors. 

The  northern  portion  of  the  Clark-Sherman  lease  has  lately  passed  to 
the  Pacific  Light  &  Power  Company,  the  line  running  just  north  of 
Clark  Numbers  19  and  16.  This  puts  the  suspended  Clark  well.  No.  17, 
on  Pacific  Light  &  Power  Company  property.  Well  23  is  being  drilled 
just  south  of  Clark  No.  17,  and  a  short  distance  north  of  the  new  line. 

Gilmore  Oil  Company.  On  this  property,  the  next  to  the  east  along 
the  north  line  of  Fourth  street,  are  located  19  wells,  of  which  3  are 
abandoned,  three  were  drilling  at  the  beginning  of  1912,  and  the 
balance  are  producing. 

Numbers  1  to  8,  the  wells  on  the  east  line,  are  all  in  the  neighborhood 
of  2000  feet  deep,  except  for  No.  8,  which  though  originally  of  this 
depth  is  now  badly  sanded  up,  and  pumping  from  about  1200  feet. 
This  well  formerly  flowed  from  50  to  75  barrels  per  day,  but  in  attempt- 
ing to  deepen  the  hole  the  casing  was  wrecked.  Numbers  1  and  3  are 
very  small  producers,  and  are  pumped  only  on  the  day  shift.  No.  6 
pumps  steadily,  and  makes  about  the  average  for  the  field,  while  No.  7 
flows  in  blobs,  the  oil  on  this  side  being  very  thick  and  heavy. 

Well  No.  15  was  formerly  a  producer,  but  is  now  abandoned,  the 
entire  producing  formation  having  shifted  bodily,  and  cut  off  the  casing 
so  that  a  severed  part  could  not  be  found.  Well  15-B  is  now  being 
drilled  to  replace  the  lost  hole. 

The  sands  dip  sharply  to  the  west.  Well  No.  16  being  in  the  neighbor 
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hood  of  3100  feet  deep.  This  well  had  much  top  water,  which  was  not 
shut  off,  and  for  a  time  produced  very  little  oil,  but  is  now  handled  by  a 
method  not  elsewhere  noted.  A  second  string  of  tubing  is  run  down 
to  the  level  of  the  water,  and  discharges  a  steady  2-inch  stream  of  water, 
pumped  from  below  the  oil,  while  the  usual  oil  pump  lifts  the  oil  from 
farther  up.  By  this  means  the  water  is  lifted  as  it  comes  in,  without 
being  allowed  to  mix  with  the  oil,  and  a  normal  volume  of  oil  is  had 
from  the  well. 

No.  21  is  a  drilling  well  also.  No.  27  is  a  producer  at  a  depth  of  3120 
feet,  and  No.  39  at  3060  feet,  these  being  tubing  depths.  No.  47  is  a 
flowing  well  at  about  3800  feet,  and  is  making  an  oil  of  about  20° 
Beaume,  the  lightest  on  the  lease.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  sands  pitch, 
off  very  sharply  in  this  direction,  and  that  the  gravity  increases  very 
rapidly  with  increase  of  depth.  It  is  said  that  these  deeper  wells  find 
the  same  producing  sands  as  the  heavy-oil  wells  up  the  dip  of  the 
formation,  and  not  a  lower  sand. 

The  two  wells  on  the  west  line,  and  north  of  the  main  group,  were 
carried  to  depths  of  1700  feet  and  1900  feet,  approximately.  These 
wells  both  got  oil,  but  it  was  too  heavy  to  be  pumped,  and  the  holes  were 
abandoned. 

Amalgamated  Oil  Company — Salt  Lake  Oil  Company.  On  that  por- 
tion of  the  Salt  Lake  property  lying  south  of  Fourth  street  there  is  a 
total  of  53  wells,  of  which  four  are  abandoned,  while  49  are  more  or  less. 
productive.  Almost  nothing  can  be  learned  as  to  these  wells.  The  two 
abandoned  holes  to  the  southeast  of  the  group.  Numbers  22  and  46,  are 
known  to  have  gone  to  the  calculated  depth  and  found  the  sands,  but 
with  tar  instead  of  oil.  Nothing  is  known  as  to  the  two  dead  wells  on 
the  west  line,  except  that  they  are  now  flowing  a  little  heavy  oil. 

The  first  wells  in  the  field  were  drilled  near  the  center  of  this  property^ 
and  a  number  of  these  older  wells  are  now  being  pumped  on  the  jack. 
Toward  the  west  line  the  oil  is  lighter  than  at  the  east,  the  production  on 
this  side  closely  resembling  that  north  of  Fourth  street.  The  production 
of  this  lease  seems  to  be  much  depreciated,  and  probably  now  cuts  but  a 
small  figure  in  making  up  the  total  for  the  field. 

Amalgamated  Oil  Company — Arcturus  Oil  Company.  That  portion 
of  section  22  lying  between  Fourth  street  and  the  south  and  west  lines 
of  Rancho  La  Brea  was  formerly  operated  by  the  Arcturus  Oil  Com- 
pany, but  is  now  the  property  of  the  Amalgamated  Oil  Company.  On 
this  tract  there  are  45  wells,  of  which  4  were  drilling  in  Januaiy.  1912. 
while  5  had  been  abandoned,  and  the  balance  were  producing.  Notliing 
could  be  learned  as  to  the  depths  of  these  wells,  though,  in  a  general 
way,  they  are  2500  or  2600  feet  deep  on  the  west,  and  somewhere  about 
2000  feet  on  the  east  line.     There  appear  to  be  local  flexures  of  some 
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magnitude,  with  generally  east  and  west  axes,  which  effect  both  the 
depth  and  productiveness  of  closely  adjacent  wells. 

The  older  wells  along  the  east  line  appear  to  be  small  producers,  and 
make  a  heavy  oil,  down  to  14°  at  the  north,  and  approximately  16° 
Beaume  at  the  south  line.  Farther  Avest  some  of  the  wells  have  been 
rery  heavy  producers,  some  flowing  thousands  of  barrels  per  day,  in  the 
main  giving  a  lighter  oil.  At  one  time  there  was  an  important  yield  of 
oil  as  light  as  25°  Beaume,  though  there  does  not  now  appear  to  be 
ciuything  lighter  than  22°  Beaume,  and  none  of  the  welLs  are  flowing. 
The  depreciation  of  these  wells  is  of  course  due  in  part  to  the  inevitable 
exhaustion  of  the  gas  pressure,  but  has  without  doubt  been  hastened  by 
the  intrusion  of  water,  which  has  seriously  damaged  parts  of  this  terri- 
tory, particularly  toward  the  northwest.  Several  of  these  wells, 
formerly  good  producers,  now  make  hardly  anything  but  water. 

Garhutt  Oil  Company.  This  lease  lies  north  of  the  Arcturus,  and 
next  west  of  the  Gilmore  tract.  On  this  property  there  are  thirteen 
wells,  of  which  4  are  producing,  5  are  abandoned,  2  are  suspended  and 
probably  abandoned,  one  is  drilling,  and  one  is  being  worked  on,  in  the 
attempt  to  shut  out  water.     The  depths  of  these  wells  are  not  known. 

The  well  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  tract,  and  No.  6,  next  to  the 
west,  are  abandoned,  and  are  said  to  have  had  water  and  only  a  little 
tar.  Numbers  5  and  3,  next  to  the  west  on  the  south  line,  and  Numbers 
10  and  11,  just  to  the  north  of  these,  are  producers,  making  a  rather 
small  output  of  oil  of  about  17°  Beaume,  with  considerable  water.  Well 
No.  2,  on  the  south  line,  is  suspended,  and  is  said  to  have  had  much 
water  and  only  a  little  oil  of  normal  gravity.  Nothing  is  known  as  to 
No.  1,  in  the  southwest  comer,  Avhich  is  an  abandoned  hole. 

"Well  No.  6,  one  location  to  the  north,  is  a  producer,  and  is  said  to  be 
the  best  well  on  the  lease.  No.  7,  just  north  of  this,  is  now  being 
worked  on.  It  had  some  oil,  but  was  not  a  satisfactory  producer. 
No.  13,  east  of  7.  is  drilling.  No  8,  some  distance  to  the  north  of  7,  but 
on  the  west  line,  and  No.  12,  northeast  of  No.  11,  are  abandoned,  and  are 
said  to  have  found  the  oil  too  heavy  to  lift. 

While  no  logs  are  available,  it  is  sufficiently  evident  that  some  sort  of 
a  local  disturbance  in  the  formation  crosses  this  tract  from  northwest 
to  southeast,  and  that  wells  adjacent  to  this  fault  get  only  a  debased  oil, 
and  much  seepage  water.  The  identification  of  a  fault  here  would 
account  for  the  large  amount  of  water  found  in  all  the  wells  from  this 
point  west,  it  being  evident  that  not  all  this  water  is  following  up  the 
formation  from  the  west. 

American  Petroleum  Company — Niles  lease.  This  property  lies 
between  the  Garbutt  lease  and  the  west  line  of  Rancho  La  Brea,  and 
north  of  Fourth  street.     Here  there  are  twelve  wells,  of  which  ten  are 
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producers,  and  two  abandoned.  No.  9,  the  farthest  well  to  the  north- 
west, was  plugged  with  a  bit  at  1100  feet  and  abandoned,  while  No.  10, 
farthest  to  the  north  on  the  east  line,  was  only  started. 

Nothing  is  known  as  to  the  depths  of  these  wells,  except  as  to  No.  17. 
which  is  producing  from  1700  feet.  These  wells  pump  on  the  beam,  and 
make  a  small  amount  of  an  oil  approximating  18^  Beaume,  and  a  very- 
large  amount  of  water,  many  times  the  volume  of  the  oil.  The  fluid  is 
run  into  open  pools,  from  which  the  water  drains  at  the  bottom,  and  as 
the  oil  is  not  emulsified  it  is  thus  recovered.  These  wells  are  said  to  have 
formerly  produced  a  dry  oil. 

McDor  Oil  Company.  On  the  L.  T.  Swall  tract,  just  west  of  the 
Niles  lease,  the  McDor  Oil  Company  drilled  three  holes,  at  least  one  of 
which  was  quite  deep.  No  commercial  oil  was  found,  and  the  wells 
were  abandoned. 

Grador  Oil  Co.  This  company  drilled  one  well  on  the  J.  A.  Swall 
tract,  west  of  the  ^NIcDor  lease.  This  was  a  deep  hole,  and  found  little 
oil. 

Sherman  Oil  Company.  The  abandoned  well  northwest  of  the  Grador 
hole,  and  just  south  of  the  Santa  IMonica  electric  line,  was  drilled  by  the 
Sherman  Oil  Company  some  years  ago.  It  is  believed  to  have  been 
shallow. 

Amalgamated  Oil  Company — West  Coast  Oil  Company.  North  of 
Fourth  street  and  west  of  the  ranch  line  are  seven  wells  belonging  to  the 
AVest  Coast  Oil  Company,  of  which  four  were  abandoned,  two  producing 
and  one  drilling  in  January,  1912. 

Numbers  1,  2  and  3,  on  the  east  line,  and  No.  18,  on  the  south  line, 
"were  still  cased  but  were  not  rigged  for  pumping  when  visited.  There 
were  no  indications  of  these  wells  having  ever  produced.  These  wells 
are  said  to  have  had  a  great  deal  of  water. 

Well  No.  19,  the  next  location  to  the  west,  was  on  the  beam,  and  was 
making  a  little  very  heavy  oil,  about  14°  Beaume,  and  not  very  much 
water.     This  well  is  said  to  make  a  great  deal  of  sand. 

Well  No.  20,  next  to  the  west,  pumps  l)y  heads,  and  produces  a  rather 
larger  (|uantity,  and  a  much  lighter  oil.  said  to  be  *2l.5°  Beaum^, 
No.  2r).  the  farthest  to  the  west  in  this  .string,  was  formerly  a  heavy  pro- 
ducer. It  gave  a  great  deal  of  trouble  with  sand,  and  was  being 
deepened  at  2640  feet  when  visited. 

Amnhja)tial((l  Oil  ('(»npany — Jxndco  Land  cO  ^yntrr  Company.  This 
company  has  drilled  twelve  xyells  west  and  south  of  the  West  Coast 
property,  all  l)iit  one  of  which  are  now  abandoned.  The  well  farthest 
to  the  southeast  went  to  2(500  feet,  and  got  a  little  heavy  oil,  but  not 
inouiih  to  make  a  producer.  Numbers  4,  5,  9,  10,  11  and  12  ran  from 
2800  to  3000  feet,  and  all  had  some  oil,  but  too  much  water  to  allow 
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them  to  be  operated  at  a  profit.  Well  No.  3,  in  this  same  group,  is  now 
drilling.  Nothing  is  known  as  to  the  three  abandoned  wells  north  of  the 
electric  line. 

Development  and  ProhaUe  Limits  of  the  Field.  The  Salt  Lake  field 
proper,  not  including  Beverly,  has  been  demonstrated  and  in  the  main 
drilled  up  over  an  area  of  almost  exactly  two  square  miles.  To  this 
area  there  is  little  likelihood  of  any  material  addition  being  made,  as 
will  be  clear  from  an  examination  of  even  the  imperfect  notes  above. 

At  the  extreme  northeast,  an  extension  is  being  made  toward  the  north, 
but  work  already  done  a  short  distance  to  the  east  shows  the  impossi- 
bility of  any  further  drilling  in  this  direction,  and  at  the  north  the 
sands  are  so  close  to  the  surface  that  it  is  not  likely  that  they  oan  be 
followed  much  further  with  profit.  There  is,  of  course,  the  possibility 
that  there  might  be  here,  as  on  section  20,  a  slight  dip  to  the  north 
which  Avould  carry  the  productive  sands  some  distance  farther,  but  as 
the  formation  is  entirely  hidden,  and  no  prospecting  whatever  has  been 
done,  it  is  impossible  to  hazard  a  guess  as  to  this.  This  leaves  that  por- 
tion of  the  northern  limit  lying  within  section  16  and  the  west  half  of 
section  15  open  to  possible  extension,  though  only  for  small  producers 
of  very  hea^y  oil. 

On  the  east  and  southeast  a  definite  limit  to  development  has  been 
set  by  a  string  of  wells  carried  to  sufficient  depth,  all  finding  the  sand 
in  place,  but  containing  only  a  hea^'y^  and  unprofitable  tar.  Without 
doubt  a  considerable  area  of  this  tar-producing  ground  exists,  and  under 
more  favorable  market  conditions  there  might  be  a  profit  in  producing 
such  wells,  but  at  the  present  price  of  oil,  the  11°  and  12°  oil  of  the 
Salt  Lake  lease  is  fully  as  heavy  as  oil  may  be  to  allow  of  successful 
production. 

On  the  south,  the  Hardison  &  Stewart  well,  southeast  of  the  lagoon 
(described  below)  went  to  a  sufficient  depth  to  clearly  prove  the  terri- 
tory in  this  direction,  and  so  much  drilling  has  been  dune  south  of  the 
assumed  fault  along  the  southern  margin  of  the  field  that  it  is  hopeless 
to  look  for  anything  beyond  a  possible  development  of  very  small,  shal- 
low wells  in  this  direction.  There  always  remains,  of  course,  the  chance 
of  finding  a  new  pool  on  this  side,  but  only  at  a  distance  of  not  much 
less  than  two  miles  from  present  production. 

On  the  northeast  side  of  the  strip  extending  across  the  west  ranch 
line,  conditions  similar  exist  to  those  at  the  east  end  of  the  field,  but 
complicated  by  the  presence  of  much  water.  The  territory  to  the  north 
of  the  Gilmore,  and  northeast  of  American  Petroleum,  would  seem  to 
be  thoroughly  and  finally  condemned. 

At  the  southwest  side  of  the  field  less  prospecting  has  been  done  than 
elsewhere,  and  while  such  as  has  been  done  has  not  been  very  encourag- 
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ing,  there  is  still  a  chance  for  the  development  of  productive  territory. 
The  four  wells  along  the  ranch  line  between  Arcturus  10  and  Arcturus 
137  all  showed  some  oil,  and  less  water  than  the  Rodeo  wells  farther 
west,  and  while  the  oil  was  heavy  and  the  production  small,  it  has 
hardly  boon  shown,  as  yet,  that  no  production  exists  on  this  side,  though 
the  probabilities  are.  it  must  be  admitted,  strongly  against  it. 

At  the  western  end  of  the  field  the  sands  lie  so  far  down  that  it 
becomes  very  difficult  to  handle  the  large  amounts  of  water  found,  in 
the  soft  formation  available  for  shutting  off.  So  that  while  most  of 
these  wells  have  shown  some  oil,  and  two  or  three  have  been  very  good 
producers  indeed,  the. prospects  for  the  territory  as  a  whole  are  not 
encouraging.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  productive  sands  underlie 
at  least  a  part  of  this  ground,  but  whether  wells  at  this  depth  can  be 
successfully  drilled  in  such  wet  ground,  with  any  methods  of  drilling 
and  cementing  now  known,  is  open  to  a  grave  doubt. 

Statistics.  The  Salt  Lake  field  differs  notably  from  most  of  the  Cali- 
fornia fields,  in  the  small  number  of  companies  which  have  operated 
here,  only  thirteen  companies  having  drilled  wells  north  of  Wilshire 
boulevard,  that  is,  in  the  field  proper.  Of  course,  if  the  number  who 
have  operated  in  the  southern  extension  were  added,  this  figure  would 
be  more  than  doubled,  but  as  this  latter  work  was  mostly  done  before 
the  discovery  of  oil  in  Salt  Lake,  and  was  based  on  other  indications, 
i!  is  hardly  chargeable  to  the  development  of  this  group.  The  propor- 
tion of  successful  operators  is  also  unusually  large,  but  four  of  the 
thirteen  having  failed  to  get  commercial  production.  - 

At  the  beginning  of  the  current  year.  326  wells  had  been  drilled  in 
this  field,  divided  as  follows : 

Well.s  now  producing 258 

Abandoned   wells   47 

Susj)ended,  nominally  productive  wells ^       5 

Drilling  January   1,   1912 1(J 

Total    .__^ w_^ 32fi 

The  first  deep  drilliiiu-  was  done  in  tliis  field  in  the  year  1885.  when 
llardison.  McKjirlaiid  c^  Stewart  drilled  a  .short  distance  southeast  of 
the  lagoon.  This  lake  of  heavy  tar,  located  on  the  north  line  of  Wilshire 
boulevard,  one  fourth  mile  east  of  the  west  line  of  section  21.  had  been 
worked  for  asphalt  for  many  years  previous  to  this  date,  and  was  the 
siiiL'lc  surface  indication  of  petroleum  on  which  prospect  work  was 
based.  The  first  comiiKM-cial  jM-oduction  was  had  on  the  Salt  Lake  lease 
about  the  year  1!»()2,  but  the  bulk  of  the  drilling  in  this  field  w.ls  done 
between  the  years  1905  and  1910.  The  average  age  of  all  the  wells  in 
the  fi(>l(l  is  ])etween  five  and  six  years. 

The  depths  of  the  wells  in  this  field  run  from  a  minimum  of  800  feet 
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t(.  a  maximum  of  about  3000  feet.     The  average  depth  for  all  the  pro- 
ductive wells  in  the  field  is  not  far  from  1725  feet. 

These  wells  were  drilled  through  soft  formation,  almost  entirely  with 
standard  rigs.  No  great  difficulties  have  been  experienced  in  drilling, 
other  than  in  the  shutting  off  of  water,  which  becomes  very  troublesome 
in  the  western  part  of  the  field.  Mast  of  these  wells  pump  on  the  beam, 
and  aside  from  requiring  considerable  cleaning,  give  very  little  trouble. 
These  wells  do  not  bridge  suddenly,  as  in  fields  where  the  gas  pressure 
is  high,  but  gradually  fall  off  OAving  to  the  slow  accumulation  of  sand. 

The  production  of  the  Salt  Lake  field  during  its  earlier  years  is 
difficult  to  arrive  at  with  certainty,  as  only  unofficial  figures  are  avail- 
able, and  in  these  the  output  of  this  field  is  included  with  that  of  Los 
Angeles  City.  Fairly  close  estimates  can  be  made  as  to  the  city  pro- 
duction, so  that  if  we  could  be  certain  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  totals, 
the  margin  of  error  in  the  Salt  Lake  figures  would  be  small ;  the  totals 
were  published  by  the  California  Petroleum  Miners'  Association,  but 
their  original  source  is  unknowoi. 

Production  for  the  year  1904  estimated  at  about  500,000  barrels.  This 
is  the  first  year  in  which  any  important  amount  came  from  this  field. 

Production  for  the  year  1905  estimated  at  about  2,300,000  barrels. 
This  figure  is  more  likely  to  be  too  large  than  too  small.  At  the  end 
of  this  year  there  were  about  80  wells  pumping  in  this  field,  giving  an 
average  production  per  well  per  day  of  79  barrels.  This  figure  is  prob- 
ably correct  within  a  limit  of  five  barrels,  one  way  or  the  other. 

Production  for  the  year  1906  estimated  at  about  1,200,000  barrels. 

Production  for  the  year  1907  estimated  at  about  1,500,000  barrels. 

Production  for  the  year  1909,  3,821,233  barrels  (Oil,  Paint  and  Drug 
Reporter).  On  May  31,  1909,  a  count  of  the  field  showed  160  producing 
wells,  giving  an  average  of  66  barrels  per  well  per  day. 

In  the  year  1910  the  production  fell  off  somewhat,  being  3,247,507 
barrels.     No  count  of  the  wells  is  available  for  that  year. 

In  1911  the  production  decreased  greatly,  in  spite  of  the  drilling  of  a 
large  number  of  wells  during  the  previous  two  years.  During  this 
year  the  output  was  2,815,097  barrels,  while  at  the  end  of  the  year 
258  wells  were  pumping,  giving  an  average  of  30  barrels  per  well  per 
day.  This  number  of  producers  is  slightlj'^  larger  than  the  average  for 
the  year,  but  not  enough  to  make  any  material  change  in  the  average 
daily  production. 
Wells  South  of  Wilshire  Boulevard. 

A  large  number  of  wells  have  been  drilled  south  of  the  Salt  Lake  field 
proper,  on  the  eastern  portions  of  Ranchos  Rodeo  de  las  Aguas  and 
Rincon  de  los  Bueyes,  and  on  the  western  portion  of  Rancho  Las 
Cienegas.     None  of  these  Avells  found  any  commercial  production  of  oil 
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except  one  small  j^roup,  and  these  are  not  now  prodncintr,  but  a  number 
found  oil  in  small  quantity.  Only  scattering  records  of  these  wells  can 
now  be  found,  and  the  prospects  for  the  territory  do  not  seem  to  warrant 
the  labor  of  searching  out  such  data,  considering  the  period  at  which 
the  work  was  done.  In  reference  to  the  map  locations  in  this  part  of 
the  field,  the  wells  lying  between  the  electric  road  and  Wilshire  boule- 
vard were  located  on  the  ground,  and  are  at  least  approximately  correct, 
though  in  two  or  three  cases  the  identification  of  the  record  with  the 
location  is  uncertain.  South  of  the  electric  line,  however,  the  locations 
were  made  from  written  descriptions,  and  these  must  be  considered 
tentative  only. 

It  may  hardly  be  doubted  that  these  wells  south  of  the  boulevard  were 
drilled  into  fault  material,  and  that  the  small  quantities  of  oil  found  was 
seepage  from  the  sands  north  of  the  fault.  Most  of  the  oil  found  was 
close  to  the  surface,  the  logs  of  adjacent  wells  showed  very  little  resem- 
blance, and  no  true  producing  sands  were  found  at  any  location  nor 
depth,  so  far  as  can  be  learned.  And  the  entire  identity  of  the  oils 
found,  particularly  in  the  two  important  and  unusual  characters  of  high 
sulfur  percentage  and  large  yield  of  light  products  for  any  given 
gravity,  can  hardly  be  a  coincidence. 

It  does  not  follow,  however,  that  the  acceptance  of  this  view  would  bar 
the  possibility  of  productive  measures  farther  south.  "Wells  drilled 
immediately  to  the  north  of  the  fault  were  no  more  successful  than  thase 
to  the  south,  and  considering  the  traces  of  oil,  slight  as  they  may  be, 
which  have  been  noted  farther  south,  there  is  a  strong  probabilitj-  that 
sands  originally  contiinious  with  those  of  Salt  LakCj  or  at  least  sands 
charged  from  the  .same  source,  do  extend  south  of  the  fault  zone. 

If  this  be  true,  such  sands  would  be  commercially  productive  at  any 
point  where  arching  of  the  formation  underlying  the  valley  floor 
lu'ought  them  within  reach  of  the  surface,  and  while  such  underlying 
arches,  if  they  exist,  are  not  indicated  on  the  surface,  and  would  have 
to  l)e  sought  on  very  scanty  indications,  it  seems  strange  that  no  pros- 
pecting lias  ever  been  done  across  the  flat  between  the  Sail  Lake  tifld 
and  the  Cienega  hills. 

Lombard  tf-  LocJiharl.  These  parties  arc  said  to  have  drilled  tliree 
wells  on  land  of  C.  Greve  and  E.  S.  Whitworth.  on  the  west  half  of 
section  29  and  the  east  half  of  section  30,  1-14.  Well  No.  1,  on  Greve 
land,  was  891  feet  deep.  Numbers  2  and  3  were  (m  AVhitworth  land, 
and  one  of  these  is  said  to  have  gone  into  hard  rock  at  417  feet ;  the 
depth  of  the  third  is  unknown.  All  these  wells  were  abandoned,  and 
had  no  oil.     The  locations  shown  on  the  map  are  uncertain. 

IV'tcA\s'  et  al  are  said  to  have  drilled  a  400-foot  hole  on  the  De  Arnaz 
ranch,  in  the  east  half  of  section  31.  1-14.  This  well  is  abandoned,  but 
is  said  to  have  had  a  showing  of  oil. 
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New  Mexico  Development  Company.  In  1900  W.  L.  Watts  reports 
this  company  as  drilling,  at  600  feet,  on  the  same  property.  The  later 
history  of  this  well  is  not  known. 

B.  Lombard  tract.  On  this  property  Ralph  Arnold  (Bulletin  309, 
U.  S.  Geological  Survey)  locates  three  abandoned  wells,  about  which 
nothing  can  be  learned.     This  property  is  in  the  east  half  of  section  29. 

Pico  Oil  Company.  On  the  James  Whitworth  tract,  in  the  southeast 
quarter  of  section  29,  the  Pico  Oil  Company  drilled  a  well  shortly 
before  the  year  1900.  This  hole  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  822  feet,  and 
went  through  a  succession  of  layers  of  black  shale  and  blue  clay,  with 
almost  continuous  showings  of  oil  from  538  feet  down.  No  oil  was 
found  in  sand,  and  the  well  was  not  a  producer. 

Rodeo  Oil  Company.  This  company  is  said  to  have  drilled  two  wells 
on  lands  of  Abbott  and  Lombard,  on  the  east  line  of  section  29.  Well 
No.  1  was  drilled  to  723  feet,  and  went  through  a  succession  of  layers  of 
sand,  soft  sandstone,  and  blue  clay.  Oil  was  found  in  gravel  between 
53  feet  and  76  feet,  and  from  593  feet  to  the  bottom,  showings  were 
almost  continuous,  but  the  well  was  not  a  producer.  The  depth  of  well 
No.  2  is  not  known,  but  it  is  said  to  have  gotten  a  showing  of  oil  sand  at 
400  feet. 

Clark  &  Sherman  Land  Co.  At  the  point  where  the  Sawtelle  electric 
line  swings  to  the  north,  on  the  east  line  of  section  29,  1-14,  this  com- 
pany has  a  group  of  nine  wells,  of  which  five  are  rigged  on  the  jack  but 
not  operating,  one  is  cased  but  not  rigged,  and  three  have  been  pulled. 

These  Avells  were  drilled  in  1899  and  1900,  and  range  in  depth  from 
120  feet  to  521  feet.  In  four  of  these  wells,  oil  was  found  at  from 
50  feet  to  85  feet  below  the  surface.  One  well  was  460  feet  deep,  and 
found  oil,  which  flowed  over  the  casing,  at  150  feet. 

The  well  farthest  to  the  north,  just  east  of  the  ranch  line,  is  on  the 
jack;  the  next  well  to  the  south  has  been  pulled,  but  shows  signs  of 
having  made  some  rather  heavy  oil.  The  next  well  to  the  south  of  the 
latter,  the  last  in  this  row,  is  also  on  the  jack. 

The  well  farthest  to  the  northwest  has  been  pulled,  but  is  still  flowing 
a  little  light  oil,  similar  to  that  found  farther  south.  The  well  due 
south  of  this  has  the  casing  in,  and  is  flowing  a  small  amount  of  oil, 
from  the  inner  string.  This  oil  is  of  a  greenish-black  color,  gravity 
21.6°  Beaume.     The  two  wells  southeast  of  this  are  on  the  jack. 

In  the  southeast  corner  of  the  tract,  inside  the  ranch  line  and  close  to 
the  railroad,  a  well  has  been  drilled,  but  there  are  no  signs  of  oil  around 
this  location.  Just  north  of  this  a  well  is  on  the  jack.  The  lease  has 
been  partly  stripped,  and  apparently  has  not  operated  for  some  time. 

Ida  Hancock  tract.     This  strip  is  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  sec- 
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tion  28,  and  on  it  there  are  four  wells,  one  the  Hardison  well  noted  just 
below,  and  three  others  about  which  nothing  is  known. 

The  well  farthest  to  the  south,  close  to  the  electric  line,  appears  to 
have  been  a  dry  hole.  There  is  a  large  dump,  but  no  signs  of  oil.  The 
well  next  to  the  north,  opposite  the  Clark  wells,  is  full  to  the  top  of  a 
heavy  oil,  but  is  not  flowing.  The  well  toward  the  center  of  the  tract, 
opposite  the  Union's  Massalin  wells,  is  flowing  a  little  heavy  oiL 

JIardison,  McFarland  &  Stewart.  This  hole  is  located  at  the  north 
end  of  the  Hancock  strip,  just  south  of  Wilshire  boulevard,  and  south- 
east of  the  lagoon.  It  was  drilled  in  1885,  and  pulled  out  in  the  fol- 
lowing year.  It  is  said  to  have  been  1780  feet  deep,  and  to  have  been 
practically  a  dry  hole. 

Union  Oil  Company — Pitcher  d'  Garbutt  Oil  Company — Massalin. 
The  three  wells  near  the  center  of  the  Massalin  tract,  northwest  quarter 
of  section  28,  now  belonging  to  the  Union  Oil  Company,  were  drilled  by 
the  Pitcher  &  Garbutt  Oil  Company  of  Los  Angeles.  These  wells  were 
drilled  in  1899  to  1901.  Well  No.  1  was  901  feet  deep,  but  is  said  to 
have  gotten  most  of  its  oil  at  about  40  feet.  This  well  is  seeping  a  little 
very  heavy  tar.  Well  No.  2,  just  to  the  east,  is  said  to  be  1083  feet  deep. 
This  well  is  reported  to  have  gotten  its  oil  at  951  feet.  It  is  rigged  with 
a  hand  pump  (the  casing  appears  to  have  been  drawn)  and  the  pit  is 
full  of  a  rather  heavy  oil.  Well  No.  3,  the  easternmost  well  of  the  string, 
was  carried  to  a  depth  something  in  excess  of  3100  feet,  and  got  a  small 
production  of  20°  gravity  oil  near  the  bottom.  This  well  is  still  rigged, 
and  is  pumped  occasionally,  but  the  yield  is  very  light. 

In  the  southeast  corner  of  the  Massalin  tract,  near  the  electric  line,  is 
a  location  Avhcre  some  drilling  has  been  done,  but  the  casing  has  been 
drawn,  and  no  oil  is  in  evidence. 

Union  Oil  Company  -BrasJiear.  At  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
Brashear  tract,  just  cast  of  the  Massalin  property,  are  two  abandoned 
holes,  both  of  w  hich  .'^how  some  oil. 

The  well  to  llie  northwest  is  full  to  the  top  with  a  very  heavy  tar,  but 
is  not  flowing.  The  southeasterly  well  appears  to  have  been  pulled. 
There  is  a  large  square  pit,  which  is  full  of  oil  of  about  16°  Beaume. 
Gas  is  constantly  bubbling  up  through  this  oil,  keeping  it  rolling  over, 
but  no  oil  overflows.  No  information  can  be  had  as  to  the  more  north- 
erly hole— the  southern  is  the  Rosemary  location. 

Union  Oil  Company — Rosemary.  The  Rosemary  well  of  the  Union 
Oil  Company,  by  far  the  deepest  hole  in  California,  was  drilled  on  the 
Brashear  tract,  and  was  abandoned  in  the  year  1910.  This  remarkable 
hole  was  drilled  with  a  standard  rig,  and  reached  a  depth  of  5594  feet. 
A  little  oil  was  found  near  the  surface,  and  it  is  said  that  some  oil,  per- 
liaps  enough  to  make  a  small  well,  wa.s  found  at  the  bottom  of  the  hole. 
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There  was,  however,  no  quantity  to  be  of  value  at  such  a  depth.  This 
hole  was  largely  in  shale,  and  gave  very  little  trouble.  When  abandoned 
it  had  been  reduced  only  to  4^  inches. 

W.  J.  Variel  tract.  On  the  north  line  of  this  tract,  just  south  of  the 
Massalin,  two  holes  have  been  started,  though  there  is  nothing  to  show 
how  much  depth  was  made.  There  are  no  signs  of  oil  around  these 
locations. 

Joyce,  T.  B.  On  the  south  line  of  Wilshire  boulevard,  in  the  north- 
west corner  of  section  27,  there  are  two  wells  belonging  to  Thomas  R. 
Joyce,  of  Hollywood.  These  wells  produce  a  small  amount  of  very 
heavy  oil,  and  are  said  to  be  of  medium  depth,  somewhere  about  1800 
feet.  When  last  visited  they  were  rigged  for  pumping  on  the  beam,  but 
were  not  in  operation. 

Simon  Mansfield  tract.  On  this  property  in  the  northeast  quarter  of 
section  28  and  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  27  are  two  abandoned 
wells  about  which  nothing  could  be  learned.  They  appear  to  have  had 
some  oil,  but  are  now  stripped. 

Rommel  Oil  Company.  Well  No.  1  of  this  company  is  said  to  have 
been  located  on  the  Gay  tract.  No.  2  on  the  Rimpau  tract,  section  27. 
The  locations  given  on  the  map  are  uncertain.  Well  No.  1  is  said  to 
have  been  750  feet  deep,  and  to  have  had  oil  from  a  depth  of  75  feet  to 
the  bottom  of  the  hole.  This  well  flowed  ten  barrels  per  day  of  25° 
gravity  oil  while  drilling,  but  was  abandoned.  Well  No.  2  is  said  to 
have  been  1000  feet  deep,  and  to  have  had  a  sixty-foot  sand  at  550  feet, 
yielding  a  22°  gravity  oil.     This  well  also  is  abandoned. 

Rosedale  Cemetery  Association.  On  this  tract,  in  the  southeast 
quarter  of  section  28,  there  are  five  wells,  about  which  the  following  data 
are  given  by  Watts  (Bulletin  29).  "Well  No.  1,  550  feet  deep,  60  feet 
oil  sand  at  bottom.  Well  No.  2,  800  feet  deep,  water,  no  oil.  Well 
No.  3,  160  feet  deep,  20  feet  oil  sand  at  bottom.  Well  No.  4,  160  feet 
deep,  30  feet  oil  sand  at  bottom.  Well  No.  5,  120  feet  deep,  66  feet  oil 
sand."  Two  or  three  of  these  wells  were  pumped  with  a  windmill  for 
some  time,  but  all  are  now  abandoned.  Two  are  still  cased,  and  in  these 
the  oil  stands  close  to  the  surface,  but  does  not  overfloAv.  This  is  a 
medium  heavy  oil,  about  16°  Beaume. 

W.  H.  Mansfield  tract.  The  w^ells  on  this  tract  lie  close  to  the  west 
line  of  section  33,  but  the  location  in  a  north  and  south  direction  is 
imcertain.  Watts  gives  the  following  notes  regarding  these  wells. 
"Well  No.  1,  550  feet  deep,  60  feet  oil  sand  at  bottom.  Well  No.  2.  old 
gas  well,  gas  burned  many  years  in  house.  Well  No.  3,  53  feet  deep, 
31  feet  sand,  gas  in  one  inch  pipe  burning." 

Thomas,  H.  C.     Is  said  to  have  drilled  two  wells  on  the  Crosswell 
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tract,  in  the  southeast  corner  of  section  32.  Well  No.  1  was  654  feet 
deep,  and  is  said  to  have  found  oil  sand  from  45  feet  to  160  feet.  No.  2 
was  only  175  feet  deep,  but  is  reported  to  have  penetrated  oil  sand  for 
138  feet. 

Hauscr  tract.  The  wells  on  the  property  of  the  Ilauser  Packing  Com- 
pany are  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  33.  Well  No.  1  is  said  to 
have  found  sulfur  Avater  at  230  feet.  No.  2  an  artesian  flow  at  355  feet. 
Neither  showed  any  oil. 

Keating  tract.  Two  wells  were  drilled  on  the  property  of  the  A.  J.  W. 
Keating  estate,  in  the  east  half  of  section  33,  and  extending  into  the 
next  township  south. 

Well  No.  1  was  located  between  Adams  street  and  the  Southern  Pacific 
railroadj  and  is  off  the  bounds  of  the  map.  This  well  was  1256  feet 
deep,  penetrated  strata  of  sand,  sandstone  and  blue  clay,  and  got  traces 
of  oil  and  gas  somewhere  about  1000  feet.  Well  No.  2  was  about  500 
feet  deep,  and  had  much  water  and  some  gas,  but  no  oil. 

Ivy  Station  well.  A  shallow  well  is  said  to  have  been  drilled  near  Ivy 
station,  on  the  Southern  Pacific  railroad.  This  well  was  153  feet  deep, 
and  got  a  good  showing  of  gas. 

Wells  in  Beverly  Hills. 

A  number  of  deep  holes  have  been  drilled  in  this  range  of  hills,  and 
some  production  obtained,  but  little  information  is  availal)le  as  to  the 
final  results  of  the  work  done.  There  are  now  nineteen  producing  wells, 
two  drilling,  and  eight  abandoned.  There  are  also  six  abandoned  wells 
at  some  distance  from  the  main  group,  and  two  are  said  to  be  drilling. 

Pacific  Petroleum  Company.  This  company  has  eleven  wells,  more 
or  less  productive,  and  is  drilling  two,  on  Wolfskill  property,  at  the 
northeast  corner  of  section  26,  1-15,  on  Rancho  San  Jose  de  Buenos 
Ayres.  A  few  of  the  depths  are  loiown.  Well  No.  23  is  2745  feet  deep. 
No.  3G  is  2737  feet,  No.  43  is  2845  feet.  No.  49  is  2735  feet,  and  No.  59  is 
2743  feet  deep.  These  wells  are  all  nominally  producers,  but  had  much 
trouble  with  water,  and  the  output  of  some  of  them  is  quite  small.  The 
gravity  of  the  oil  is  slightly  better  than  18°  Beaume. 

Well  No.  26,  near  the  north  line,  and  No.  82,  near  the  soirtli  line,  are 
now  drilling,  the  latter  being  over  4200  feet  deep,  in  January,  1912. 

Amalgamated  Oil  Company — Rodeo  Land  &  ^^ater  Company.  This 
company  has  a  string  of  twelve  wells,  just  east  of  the  Pacific  Petroleum 
wells,  on  the  west  line  of  Rancho  Rodeo  de  Las  Aguas.  The  seven  wells 
lying  next  to  the  ranch  line  are  productive,  the  other  five  abandoned. 

Amalgamated  Oil  Company — West  Coast  Oil  Company — Gillis.  On 
the  Gillis  tract,  adjoining  the  Pacific  Petroleum  on  the  southwest,  the 
West  Coast  has  two  wells,  No.  1  being  a  producer  at  2382  feet,  and  No. 
10  said  to  be  abandoned,  at  3726  feet,  a  dry  hole. 
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Greenlea  Oil  Company.  This  well  is  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  J. 
Burkhardt  tract,  southwest  corner  section  21,  1-15.     Abandoned. 

Amalgamated  Oil  Company — Newmark  &  Edwards.  This  well  is 
south  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad,  southeast  corner  section  34,  1-15. 
Abandoned,  at  2967  feet,  a  dry  hole.  This  well  is  said  to  have  been 
drilled  entirely  without  casing. 

Amalgamated  Oil  Company — Moon.  This  deep  hole  was  drilled  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  section  22,  1-15.  It  is  said  to  have  had  some 
oil,  but  is  abandoned. 

Consolidated  Petroleum  Corporation.  Drilled  two  wells  on  the  tract 
west  of  the  Country  Club,  one  on  the  south  line  of  section  14,  the  other 
on  the  north  line  of  section  26,  1-15.     Both  abandoned. 

Denker,  A.  H.  On  the  southeast  corner  of  section  12,  1-15  is  a 
seepage  of  tar  and  a  small  brea  deposit,  and  on  this  two  wells  were 
drilled  in  the  year  1886  by  A.  H.  Denker.  One  of  these  wells  was  520 
feet  deep,  the  other  near  that  depth.  These  wells  were  mainly  in  sand- 
stone, with  traces  of  tar  at  several  levels.  They  are  now  flowing  sulfur 
water,  with  some  gas,  and  traces  of  oil. 

Northwest  Oil  Company.  Just  to  the  southwest  of  the  Denker  wells, 
this  company  drilled  a  deeper  hole  during  1909.     Abandoned. 

Kansas  Crude  Oil  Company.  This  company  is  drilling  two  wells 
north  of  the  electric  line,  opposite  Pacific  Petroleum  land.  These  wells 
were  started  in  the  year  1912. 

QUALITIES  OF  SALT   LAKE  OILS. 

The  crudes  of  the  Salt  Lake  field  vary  widely  in  gravity  and  in  com- 
mercial analysis,  but  show  marked  similarity  in  general  properties.  All 
are  characterized  by  a  high  percentage  of  sulfur,  which  varies  irreg- 
ularly, and  bears  no  relation  to  the  gravity  of  the  oil.  The  heavy  oils 
are  distinguished  by  an  unusually  high  viscosity,  high  even  for  the 
gravity,  and  in  this  respect  approach  the  oils  of  Cat  Canon. 

A  characteristic  of  all  grades  is  the  high  yield  of  asphalt  and  of  light 
products  for  any  given  gravity.  For  instance,  a  Whittier  oil  of  20° 
Beaume  gives  little  or  no  engine-distillate,  and  no  gasoline,  while  a 
Sale  Lake  oil  of  this  gravity  gives  a  good  yield  of  gasoline.  A  City 
crude  of  16°  Beaume  gives  no  naphthas  nor  kerosene,  but  starts  to  distil 
in  the  stove-oil  cut,  while  a  Salt  Lake  crude  of  this  gravity  usually  gives 
a  large  yield  of  kerosene,  and  often  a  little  engine-distillate.  The  yield 
of  asphalt  is  correspondingly  high,  being  on  the  average  nearly  a  half 
greater  than  from  a  City  crude  of  the  same  gravity. 

These  valuable  properties  are  offset,  to  some  extent,  by  the  high  degree 
of  impurity  of  the  distillates  from  these  oils.  This  impurity  renders  the 
heavy  cuts  of  little  value,  though  the  contaminating  bodies  may  be 
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removed  from  the  lighter  distillates  by  rigorous  treatment.  Ou  the 
whole,  the  lighter  grades  of  this  crude  are  of  much  value  for  refining, 
considering  the  present  demand  for  the  naphthas. 

7439.» 

Rancho   La  Brea  Oil   Company.     Well   No.  14. 

Gravity 10.0°   Beaume 

Viscosity  at  185°  F 07.83  Redwood 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  a  glass  flask  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  482°  F 4.0perc;iuc  31.9°  Beaum6 

482   to   072° 25.4  per  cenr  27.6° 

572°    to   grade 22.0  per  ceiir  21.5° 

Asphalt 46.5  per 'jeut  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Loss    2.1  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

These  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline    01°  Bcaumo  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42"  None 

Stove  oil 33°  3.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 24.8°  48.4  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt "D"  46.5  per  cent,  or  163.2  lbs.  per  bbl. 

Loss    —  2.1  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

6459.1 
Rancho   La    Brea  OH   Company.     Well    No.  42. 

Gravity  11.3°   Beaum€ 

This  is  a  very  thick,  brownish-black  oil,  with  a  mild  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled   from  copper,  first  two  cuts  dry,   last   cut   in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  a  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cut 2.0  per  cent  42.0°  Beaum6 

Second   cut 9.1  per  cent  32.7" 

Third  cut 73.2  per  cent  18.2° 

Fixed  carbon   15.1  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

Oil  leduction  of  the  lubricating  stock  in  a  current  of  gas.  and  calcu- 
lation of  the  residue  to  coke,  the  following  commercial  analysi.s  is  had : 

Gasoline     Ot"  Boauraf"  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  2.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  8.5  per  cent 

Fu<d   distillate   29.0°  16.9  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reducvd  stock 13.2°  34.2  per  cent  ^  18.2°— 51.1% 

Asphalt "D"  37.8  per  cent,  or  i;V2.7  lbs.  per  bbl, 

100.0  per  cent 

•Analysis  by  H.   N.   Cooper. 
tAnalysIs  by  J.   P.   P. 
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The  light  products  from  this  oil  were  of  good  color,  but  had  a  sharp 
and  unpleasant  odor,  which  did  not  disappear  on  treatment. 

The  lubricating  stock  also  had  a  very  pungent  odor,  which  passed 
away  on  reduction.  The  reduced  stock  was  of  a  rich  green  color,  with 
high  viscosity,  and  free  from  paraffin. 

5404.* 

Salt   Lake   Oil   Company.     Average   Heavy   Oil. 

Gravity 12.5°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  rather  thick,  black  oil,  with  a  strong  but  not  sulfurous  odor. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  copper  in  a  current  of  inert  gas.     Distilla- 
tion carried  to  a  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cut 24..5  per  cent  32.7°  Beaum4 

Second   cut   01.5  per  cent  lt\7° 

Fixed  carbon 14.0  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  calculation  of 
the  coke  to  "D"  asphalt  in  the  usual  manner,  we  have  the  following 
commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline    61°  Beaume  J.'one 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  5.0  per  cent  (estimated) 

Stove  oil 33°  15:0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate   29.5°  17.1  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock   14.3'  27.9  per  cent  ^  19.5° — 15.0% 

Asphalt "D"  35.0  per  cent,  or  122..S  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  fir.st  10  per  cent  of  distillate  from  this  oil  had  the  gravity  39.0° 
Beaume,  but  the  percentage  given  for  kerosene  is  only  approximate. 
The  light  cut  had  a  very  foul  odor  and  a  dark  color,  these  being  but 
little  improved  by  the  test  treatment. 

The  lubricating  stock  was  of  good  color  and  odor,  and  medium  vis- 
cosity. It  gave  a  reduced  stock  with  a  very  rich  green  tone,  pale  color 
and  medium  viscosity,  which  treated  out  to  a  rather  dark  red  oil  of 
similar  properties.  This  appears  to  be  an  excellent  asphalt  oil,  and  a 
satisfactory  lubricating  stock. 

♦Analysis  by  P.  W.  P. 
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5405.* 
Arcturus  Oil    Company.      Well    No.    140. 

Gravity 12.8°   Beaum4 

This  is  a  rather  thick  black  oil  of  a  strong,  sweetish  odor,  not  sulfurous. 

Distillation. 

A  sample  of  300  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  two  cuts  drj-.  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  dry  coke. 

First    cut    9.8  per  cent  41.7°  Beaum^ 

Second   cut 6.G  per  cent  33.1° 

Third   cut   67.7  per  cent  22.8° 

Fixed  carbon 15.9  grams  per  ICK)  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  calculation  of  the  carbon  to  asphalt,  and  reduction  of  the  last 

cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline    Cl°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  9.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  7.0  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate   30.2°  20.1  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Kcchiced   stock   15.5°  23.0  per  cent  \  22.8° — i3.7% 

Asphalt "D"  39.8  per  cent,  or  130.7  lbs.  i>ev  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

Differing  from  the  rule  with  these  oils,  the  distillates  from  this  crude 
were  not  sulfurous.  The  light  products,  however,  were  very  dark,  and 
were  not  improved  much  by  the  test  treatment. 

6461.* 

Arcturus  Oil   Company.     Well    No.    132. 
Gravity 13.4°  Beaum6 

This  sample  is  from  one  of  the  wells  at  the  western  extremity  of  the  field,  close 
to  the  fault  which  terminates  the  productive  territory  in  this  direction.  It  is  a 
thick,  black  oil  of  mild  odor. 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled   from   cojiper,   first   two  cuts   dry,    hist    cut   in   a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 0.3  per  cent  40.7°  Beaum^ 

Second  cut ll.Opercent  30.5° 

Third    cut    09.7  per  cent  19.1° 

Fixed   carbon 13.0  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

!.  •Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  calculation  of 
the  residue  to  asphalt,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  shown : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  4.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  11.5  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate   30.1°  24.2  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 13.6°  27.3  per  cent  i  19.1°— 51.5% 

Asphalt "D"  32.5  per  cent,  or  114.1  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  kerosene  from  this  oil  ran  quite  dark  in  color,  with  a  sharp  odor, 
but  treated  out  readily  to  a  white  and  sweet  oil.  The  stove  oil  was 
also  dark,  with  a  strong  sulfurous  odor,  which  gave  place  to  a  sweet 
odor  and  fair  color  on  treatment. 

The  reduced  stock  had  a  normal  color  and  viscosity,  but  showed  some 
paraffin  crystallization  at  75°  F. 

6464.* 

Rancho  La  Brea  Oil  Company.     Well  No.  27. 

Gravity 13.6°   Beaiim6 

This  is  a  rather  thick,  very  black  oil,  with  a  rather  strong,  sweetish  odor. 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  two  cuts  dry,  last  cut   in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 8.5  per  cent  41.1°  Beaum6 

Second   cut   17.8  per  cent  31.2° 

Third  cut 55.9  per  cent  20.7° 

Fixed  carbon 17.8  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of 
the  coke  to  asphalt,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  shown : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaum6  None  . 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  8.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  16.0  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate   30.2°  10.1  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock   14.8°  21.4  per  cent  i,  20.7°— 31.5% 

Asphalt ^-  "D"  44.5  per  cent,  or  156.2  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  kerosene  from  this  crude  ran  dark  colored,  but  with  a  mild  odor, 
and  treated  out  to  a  water-white  and  very  sw^eet  oil.  The  stove  oil, 
however,  was  badly  burned  and  contained  much  sulfur,  and  did  not 
sweeten  in  the  treatment. 

The  lubricating  stock  was  pale  and  bright  green,  but  contained 
considerable  sulfur  and  darkened  in  reduction,  giving  a  reduced  stock 
of  only  fair  color,  with  a  rather  high  viscosity,  and  free  from  paraffin. 


♦Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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5402.* 

Arcturus  Oil   Company.     Average   Heavy  Oil. 

Gravity  ___, 16.6°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  rather  thin,  black  oil,  of  a  mild,  sweet  odor,  not  sulfurous. 

Distillation. 

A  sample  of  250  c.c,  distillpd  from  copper,  first  two  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  dry  coke. 

First    cut    17.1  percent  42.0°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 8.o  per  cent  30.1° 

Third   cut   60.8  per  cent  23.8° 

Fixed  carbon 14.2  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  calculation  of  the  fixed  carbon  to  asphalt,  and  reduction  of  the 

last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  these  figures  give  the  following  commercial 

analysis : 

Gasoline    Gl°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  Trace 

Kerosene 42°  17.1  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  6.0  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate   28.5°  27.3  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced   stock   15.1°  14.1  per  cent  \  23.8° — 41.4% 

Asphalt "D"  35.5  per  cent,  or  124.6  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  first  5  per  cent  of  di.stillate  had  the  gravity  49.7°,  and  it  is 
probable  that  on  a  larger  scale  this  oil  would  run  1  per  cent  to  2  per 
cent  engine  distillate,  with  a  corresponding  decrease  on  the  kerosene. 
The  kerosene  cut,  as  it  came  from  the  still,  was  dark  colored  and  rank, 
and  treated  out  fairly  well  only,  though  it  is  quite  possible  to  treat  out 
these  oils  to  water  white  and  sweet  products,  by  a  more  rigorous 
treatment  than  this  standard  test  treatment. 

The  lubricating  stock  came  from  the  still  with  a  good  color,  rather 
low  viscosity,  and  a  very  rank  odor.  It  gave  a  good  sweet  reduced 
stock,  with  a  rich  green  color,  good  viscosity',  and  a  slight  crystalliza- 
tion. This  treated  out  to  a  dark-red  engine  oil  with  a  full  green  tone, 
of  medium  viscosity. 

•Analysis  by  P.  W.  P. 
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7438.* 
Salt   Lake  Oil  Company.     Well   No.  4. 

Gravity 17.6°   Beaumg 

Viscosity  at  60°  F ''8-63  Redwood 

Viscosity  at  l85°  F 2.83  Redwood 

Flash  point Below  60°  F.,  Abel-Pensky  test 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  a  glass  flask  without  either  steam  or  gas. 

Below   212°    F —     2.9  per  cent  63.2°  Beaum6 

212   to     302° 7.9  per  cent  53.0° 

302   to  392° 7.4  per  cent  41.2° 

392   to   482° - 7.8  per  cent  29.0° 

482   to   572° 17.0  per  cent  27.3° 

572°  to  grade— a 18.2  per  cent  24.7° 

572°  to  grade — b 11.5  per  cent  27.2° 

Asphalt    26.8  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Loss 0.5  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 

These  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaume  4.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  6.8  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  6.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  4.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants ,_  26.4°  51.4  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt "D"  26.8  per  cent,  or  94.1  lbs.  per  bbl. 

Loss 0.5  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 


5401.t 

Pacific  Petroleum  Company.     Lease  average. 
Gravity 18.3°   Beaum6 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid,  very  black  oil,  of  a  rank,  sulfurous  and  penetrating 
odor. 

This  crude  contained  1.71  per  cent  by  weight  of  sulfur.  Some  figures  as  to  the 
layout  of  the  sulfur  compounds  in  the  various  fractions  of  this  oil  are  given  in  Chap- 
ter 22. 

Distillation. 

A  sample  of  1.50  c.c,  distilled  from  copper  in  a  current  of  inert  gas.     Distilla- 
tion carried  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 7.8  per  cent  48.6°  Beaum6 

Second   cut   11.5  per  cent  36.9° 

Third  cut 13.5  per  cent  30.7° 

Fourth   cut .55.3  per  cent  20.8° 

Fixed   carbon 11.9  grams  per  100  c.c. 


100.0  per  cent 


♦Analysis  by  H.    N.    Cooper. 
tAnalysis  by  J.    P.    P. 
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The  lubricating  stock  was  not  reduced.    On  calculation  of  the  coke  to 

asphalt,  these  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  partial  commercial 

analysis : 

Gasoline    61°  lieaumi'  None 

En>rine  distillate 52°  3.0  per  cent 

Kero.>-ene 42°  12.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  IS.O  per  cent 

MiddlioKs  and  lubricants 20.8°  39.8  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt   "D"  27.2  per  cent,  or  y.^.^i  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 


6466.* 

Salt   Lake  Oil  Company.     Well   No.  31. 
Gravity 10.3°   Beaum6 

This  is  a  rather  limpid,  brownish  oil,  with  a  strong  and  unpleasant  odor. 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,   last  cut   in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  a  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cut O.Opercent  G0.7°  Beaum6 

Second   cut    4.8  per  cent  51.8° 

Third   cut    8.1  per  cent  41.9° 

Fourth   cut 8.1  per  cent  32.G° 

Fifth  cut 63.5  per  cent  19.1° 

Fixed   carbon    0.5  grams  i)er  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of 

the  residue  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaume  9.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate ."»2°  4.5  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  8.4  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  7.5  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate   29.7°  24.4  per  cent    Slop  distillate 

Reduced   stock   14.4°  32.4  iK>r  cent    19.1°— 56.8% 

Asphalt "D"  13.8  per  cent,  or  4S.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  ran  pale  and  sweet,  and  treated  out 
readily  to  products  of  the  best  quality.  The  lubricating  stock  was  rank 
with  hydrogen  sulfid,  but  sweetened  in  reduction,  and  gave  a  reduced 
stock  of  normal  properties  and  containing  a  little  paraffin. 

The  low  percentage  of  asphalt  from  this  oil  is  unusual  for  this  field, 
whicli,  however,  is  characterized  by  tlie  wide  variations  in  properties 
of  oils  of  similar  appearance. 

•Analysis  by  .1.  V.  V. 
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6453.* 

Gilmore  Oil   Company.     Well    No.  47. 
Gravity 21.5°   Bcaiime 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid,  brownish-black  oil,  with  a  strong  and  unpleasant  hut 
not  sulfurous  odor. 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  300  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 15.5  per  cent  51.7°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 10.0  per  cent  38..3° 

Third   cut   8.2  per  cent  33.0° 

Fourth   cut 55.3  per  cent  25.3° 

Fixed  carbon 11.0  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  calculation  of 

the  coke  to  asphalt,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  shown : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  15.0  per  cent 

Kero.sene 42°  7.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  15.0  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate   30.5°  23.8  per  cent  ^  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 15.7°  11.7  per  cent )  25.3° — 35.5% 

Asphalt "D"  27.5  per  cent,  or  9G.5  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  ran  very  dark  colored  from  the  still, 
but  treated  out  to  a  very  mild  odor  and  fair  color.  The  stove  oil  was 
very  strong  with  sulfur,  and  burned  badly. 

The  lubricating  stock  also  contained  much  sulfur,  and  was  of  low 
viscosity,  though  the  color  was  good.  On  reduction  the  viscosity  was 
still  below  normal,  and  a  trace  of  paraffin  appeared,  which  did  not 
show  in  the  distillate. 

5414.* 

Pitcher  &  Garbutt  Oil   Company.     Well   No.  2. 
Gravity 14.6°  Beaume 

This  sample  is  from  one  of  the  old  wells  south  of  Wilshire  boulevard.  The  well 
is  pumped  occasionally,  and  the  oil  appears  to  be  fresh. 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  110  c.c,   distilled   from  copper  in  a  current  of  gas.     Distillation 
carried  to  a  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cut 16.9  per  cent  33.0°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 73.1  per  cent  19.9° 

Fixed  carbon 10.0  grams  per  100  c.c. 


100.0  per  cent 
•Analysis  by  J.    P.    P. 
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On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of 

the  carbon  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  2.0  per  cent  (approximate) 

Stove  oil 33°  29.0  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate   29.3°  21.G  per  cent  ^  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 12.3°  22.4  per  cent )  19.9° — 44.0% 

Asphalt "D"  25.0per  cent,  or  87.8  lbs.  per  bbl. 


100.0  per  cent 

The  stove  oil  ran  very  dark,  rank  and  sulfurous,  but  cleared  up  to 
a  red  color  and  fair  odor  on  treatment.  The  lubricating  stock  was  of 
good  color  and  viscosity,  and  gave  a  dark  reduced  stock,  of  high  vis- 
cosity, and  showing  some  tendency  to  crystallize. 

6465.* 

Rosedale  Cemetery  Well. 

Gravity 15.5°   Beaumg 

This  is  a  brownish-black  oil,  of  moderate  viscosity,  and  with  a  mild  odor.     The 
sample  was  taken  from  one  of  the  wells  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  2S,  just 
north   of  the   Sawtelle  electric  line.     This  well   is  full   to  the   top  and  overflowing 
slifihtly,  and  the  fresh  oil  from  below  is  constantly  brought  to  the  surface  by  the 
flow  of  gas.     The  sample,  however,  is  probably  somewhat  depreciated. 
Distillation. 
A  sample  of  250  c.c.  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry.  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 4.8  per  cent  51.7°  Beaum4 

Second  cut 10.3  per  cent  41.7° 

Third  cut 7.0  per  cent  31.3° 

Fourth  cut 66.9  per  cent  18.6° 

Fi.xi'd  carbon 11.0  grams  per  100  c.c. 


100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of 
tlie  coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline    61°  Braume  None 

Kngine  distillate 52°  4.5  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  10.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  i).0  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate   29.8°  20.6  percent  /  Slop  distillate 

Uoduced  stock   14.0°  41.9  per  cent  ^  18.6°— 02.5% 

.\si)halt "D"  17.5  per  cent,  or  61.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 


100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  crude  very  much  resemble  those  from 
the  Clark  &  Sherman  well  (G462)  in  running  dark  and  foul  from  the 
still,  and  in  treating  out  readily  to  products  of  the  best  quality.  The 
stove  oil  from  this  crude,  however,  was  much  sweeter  than  that  from 
(5462. 


•-Analysis   by   J.    P.    P. 
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The  lubricating  stock  had  a  sulfuroiis  odor,  but  the  reduced  stock  was 
sweet,  of  medium  color  and  rather  low  viscosity.  It  showed  no  evi- 
dences of  paraffin. 

6467.* 
Pitcher  &  Garbutt.     Well   No.  3. 

Gravity 16.7°  Beaum4 

This  sample  is  from  one  of  the  wells  just  south  of  Wilshire  boulevard,  and  near 
or  in  the  south  fault  line.     It  is  an  oil  of  medium  viscosity,  brown  color  and  strong 
unpleasant  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c.  distilled   from  copper,   first  two  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 2.3  per  cent  42.0°  Beaumg 

Second  cut 11.5  per  cent  33.0° 

Third  cut 77.4  per  cent  20.9° 

Fixed  carbon 8.8  grams  per  100  c.c. 


100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  calculation  of 
the  coke  to  asphalt,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  had: 

Gasoline    61°  Beaume  None 

ICngine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene  42°  2.3  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  11.5  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate   30.0°  21.8  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 15.8°  42.4  per  cent  \  20.9°— 64.2% 

Asphalt "D"  22.0  per  cent,  or  77.2  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  ran  yellow,  and  had  a  strong  sul- 
furous  odor.  This  was  removed  by  treatment,  but  the  odor  was  still 
not  of  the  best. 

The  reduced  stock  was  of  excellent  color,  and  of  high  viscosity,  but 
separates  a  little  paraffin. 

6462.* 
Clark  &  Sherman   Land  Company.     A  well. 

Gravity 21.1°   Beaume 

This  sample  was  taken  from  one  of  the  wells  near  Hauser  Station,  south  of  Wil- 
shire boulevard.  The  well  was  flowing  slowly  from  the  inner  casing,  which  was 
capped,  thereby  protecting  the  oil  against  evaporation. 

This  is  a  limpid,  brownish  oil,  with  a  strong  and  rather  pungent  odor. 

Distillatio)}. 

Sample  of  300  c.c.  distilled   from  copper,  first   three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 14.4  per  cent  60.9°  Beaume 

Second  cut 14.0  per  cent  41.8° 

Third  cut G.5  per  cent  30.4° 

Fourth  cut 56.3  per  cent  17.7° 

Fixed  carbon S.S  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

♦Analysis   by   J.    P.    P. 
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On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of 

the  coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline    01°  Beaumo  14.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  14.0percent 

Stove  oil 33°  4.0  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate   27.4°  16.1  per  cent  ^  Slop  distillate 

Reduced   stock 13.9°  29.9  percent  ^  17.7° — 16.0% 

Asphalt "D"  22.0  per  cent,  or  77.2  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  gasoline  from  this  crude  ran  somewhat  oft'  color,  and  only  fairly 
sweet,  but  gave  with  the  test  acid  a  strictly  water-white  naphtha,  with 
a  sweet  and  ethereal  odor. 

The  kerosene  was  peculiar  in  running  very  dark  colored,  with  a 
green  outer  tone  and  a  rank  odor,  and  in  treating  out  with  the  usual 
test  acid  to  a  strictly  water-white  oil,  very  mild  and  .sweet.  The  stove 
oil,  however,  which  showed  the  same  characteristics  as  it  came  from 
the  still,  did  not  take  treatment  well,  and  retained  a  penetrating  smell 
of  onions,  due  to  the  presence  of  sulfur  compounds. 

The  lubricating  stock  was  of  medium  vi.scosity  and  color,  as  was  the 
reduced  .stock.    The  latter  showed  a  little  crystallization  at  75°  F. 


5410.* 

Clark  Oil  Company.     Hauser  Station. 
Gravity  22.6°  Beaum€ 

This  sample  is  from  one  of  the  old  abandoned  wells  on  the  lease  just  north  of  the 
Sawtelle  electric  line.  The  well  is  flowing  slowly  from  the  inner  casing,  and  the  oil 
may  be  somewhat  debased,  though  the  analysis  would  not  indicate  this  to  be  the  case. 

Diatillation. 

A  sample  of  liX)  c.c.  was  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry.  last  cut  in 

a  current  of  inert  gas.  Distillation  carried  to  a  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cut 11.3  per  cent  61.9°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 5.6  per  cent  52.0° 

Third  cut 9.1  per  cent  40.6° 

Fourth  cut   8.5  per  cent  30.6° 

Fifth  cut 58.5  per  cent  19.5° 

Fixed  carbon   7.0  grams  per  1(X)  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

•Analysis   by  .1.  P.  P. 
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On  calculation  of  the  coke  to  asphalt  in  the  usual  manner,  and  reduc- 
tion of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  inert  gas,  the  following  commercial 
analysis  is  obtained: 

Gasoline    61°  Beaume  13.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  4.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  10.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  7.0  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate   29.4°  11.1  per  cent  ^  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock   15.3°  37.4  percent  1, 19.5° — 48.5% 

Asphalt "D"  17.5  percent,  or  Gl. 4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  crude  came  over  only  fairly  light  in 
color,  and  not  very  sweet,  but  took  the  acid  readily,  and  treated  out 
to  good  colors  and  odors.  The  heavy  end  of  the  oil  was  of  good  color 
and  low  viscosity,  and  gave  a  reduced  stock  which  treated  out  to  a 
rather  dull  engine  oil,  of  16.7°  Beaume  gravity,  and  moderate  viscosity. 
There  are  no  indications  of  paraffin,  and  on  the  whole  this  oil  handles 
very  well,  better  than  the  average  oil  of  the  same  gravity  from  farther 
north  in  the  field. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

PUENTE  HILLS  GROUP. 

The  Puente  hills  divide  Chino  Valley  from  La  Habra  V^alley,  and  are 
separated  from  the  Rapetto  hills,  which  pass  through  the  northern  part 
of  the  city  of  Los  Angeles,  by  the  narrow  valley  of  San  Gabriel  River. 
The  oil  producing  territory  lying  along  this  range  and  in  the  valley  to 
its  south  has  been  known  under  a  confusing  variety  of  names,  taken  from 
local  topographic  features,  and  the  titles  Whittier,  Puente,  La  Habra, 
Coyote  Hills,  Brea  Caiion,  Olinda  and  Fullerton,  are  all  comprised 
within  the  limits  of  the  map  here  shown.  (See  Whittier-Olinda  field 
map.) 

The  title  Whittier,  taken  from  the  charming  little  town  of  that  name, 
applies  to  the  western  end  of  the  field,  and  extending  eastward  to  the 
limits  of  the  Central  and  IMurphy  properties  in  sections  23  and  26.  The 
name  La  Habra  was  originally  applied  to  certain  developments  just  to 
the  east,  in  a  small  spur  known  as  La  Habra  Hills,  but  has  now  been 
extended  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  La  Habra  Valley,  along  the  southern 
limit  of  which  oil  is  now  being  developed.  Puente  is  the  name  usually 
applied  to  a  group  of  wells  located  on  the  southeast  corner  of  the  Rancho 
Puente,  and  north  of  the  mouth  of  Brea  Caiion.  The  latter  name  is 
applied  to  a  group  of  w^ells  closely  adjacent  to  the  Puente  wells,  but 
geologically  separated,  lying  along  and  mainly  south  of  Brea  Caiion. 
The  name  Fullerton  was  borrowed  from  a  town  several  miles  south,  but 
has  in  ordinary  usage  given  place  to  the  title  Olinda,  the  railroad  name 
for  the  little  oil  town  at  the  terminus  of  the  Santa  Fe  branch  line. 
These  two  names  apply  to  all  the  territory  lying  east  of  the  Brea  Canon 
wells,  the  dividing  line  being  indeterminate.  The  name  Coyote  Hills, 
or  briefly  Coyote,  is  taken  from  a  group  of  low  hills  dividing  La  Habra 
Valley  from  the  Los  Angeles  plain.  It  applies  solely  to  a  cluster  of 
nine  or  ten  wells,  lying  in  these  hills,  the  wells  being  often  included 
under  the  general  name,  La  Habra. 

The  compound  name  Whittier-Olinda  is  perhaps  most  commonly  used 
to  designate  this  field  as  a  whole.  The  arrangement  of  the  minor  names 
is  indicated  on  the  field  map,  Whittier  being  tiie  most  westerly  portion 
of  the  hill  territory,  Puente  and  Brea  Canon  the  central  portion,  and 
Fullerton  or  Olinda  the  eastern,  while  La  Habra  is  the  whole  valley 
strip  lyint;  south  of  these  divisions,  and  Coyote  a  small  hilly  portion  of 
the  La  Habra  territory. 

Topograph!/  and  Climate.  The  topography  of  this  field  is  simple,  and 
may  be  dismissed  with  a  word.  The  Puentes  are  a  range  of  striking  and 
beautiful  appearance,  of  steep  but  not  rugged  hills,  rounded  like  all  the 
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mountains  in  this  soft  formation,  and  grass  covered.  The  main  caiions, 
La  Ilabra,  Soquel,  Brea,  and  Telegraph,  are  of  greater  age,  apparently, 
than  the  hills,  which  they  penetrate  in  a  generally  southwesterly  direc- 
tion, and  being  the  result  of  superimposed  erosion.  The  minor  caiions 
follow  the  present  trend  of  the  surface  formations,  and  have  no 
consistent  direction. 

These  hills  lie  in  a  line  very  nearly  straight,  and  bearing  about 
S.  65°  E.,  and  the  Coyote  hills  have  the  same  general  direction,  the  La 
Habra  Valley  lying  between  these  two  ranges.  This  valley  has  a  floor 
some  two  or  three  miles  in  width  and  almost  level,  rising  but  slightly  at 
its  margins  and  to  the  east.  Where  protected  by  Coyote  hills,  this  valley 
is  a  continuous  grove  of  oranges,  lemons  and  walnuts,  of  surprising 
beauty  and  productiveness,  but  farther  east  is  just  coming  to  intensive 
cultivation,  having  been  largely  devoted  to  grain. 

The  climate  of  the  whole  of  this  section  is  most  agreeable,  being  mild 
and  free  from  frost  in  winter,  with  a  moderate  but  sufficient  rainfall,  and 
with  no  excessive  heat  in  summer. 

Means  of  Transportation.  In  this  respect  this  district  is  unusually 
favored.  A  good  county  road  paralleling  the  hills  at  close  range,  and 
others  at  greater  distances,  are  intersected  by  many  crossroads,  three  of 
which  penetrate  the  hills  into  Chino  Valley. 

As  to  railroads,  the  Pacific  Electric  has  a  line  from  Los  Angeles  to 
Whittier,  coming  in  from  the  southwest,  and  a  branch  from  Los  Nietos 
runs  along  the  center  of  La  Habra  Valley,  at  an  average  distance  of  two 
miles  south  of  the  principal  groups  of  wells.  The  Southern  Pacific 
enters  the  town  of  Whittier  from  the  southeast,  and  the  Santa  Fe 
terminates  a  branch  at  Olinda,  in  the  midst  of  the  eastern  group  of  wells. 

Pipe  lines  of  the  Union  Oil  Company,  the  Associated  Oil  Company 
and  the  Standard  Oil  Company  reach  all  parts  of  the  field.  The 
Murphy  and  Central  Oil  companies  have  independent  lines  reaching  Los 
Nietos  on  the  Southern  Pacific,  and  the  Puente  Oil  Company  pipes  its 
own  oil  to  its  refinery  at  Chino. 

Whittier  Field. 

Structure.  The  structure  of  the  Whittier  oil  field  is  sharply  distin- 
guished from  that  of  other  fields  of  California,  in  that  oil  is  here  pro- 
duced along,  and  indeed  in.  zones  of  much  displacement  and  fracturing, 
and  in  very  steeply  inclined  strata.  Superficially  this  may  seem  to  be  the 
same  condition  encountered  along  the  Pico-Wiley  fault  in  Newhall,  but 
in  the  latter  case  the  location  of  the  productive  strip  does  not,  as  in 
Whittier,  depend  on  the  presence  of  the  fault,  but  on  the  contrary  the 
wells  drilled  into  this  fault  zone  at  Newhall  have  uniformly  proven  very 
small  producers,  or  quite  unproductive. 


Town   of  Whittier ;   from   Commonwealth   Lease. 


North-dipping   Strata   North   Slope  of  Whittier  Main   AnticHne. 
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Without  going  into  details  as 
to  age  and  character  of  forma- 
tion, which  would  be  misplaced 
in  this  brief  report,  it  may  be 
said  that  a  strip  of  territory 
extending  from  section  16,  2-11 
to  section  6,  3-9,  consists  of 
one  or  more  very  sharply  com- 
pressed folds,  considerably 
faulted,  and  with  upturned 
edgas.  The  section  in  Figure 
29  will  illustrate  this  manner 
of  folding  better  than  written 
description. 

In  the  zone  of  crushing  inter- 
mediate between  the  limbs  of 
this  fold  or  fault,  the  seepages 
were  found  through  which  this 
field  was  originally  discovered. 

These  seepages  have,  as  is  often 

the  case,  disappeared  since  a 

number  of  wells  were  drilled. 
At  the  northwestern  end  of 

the    main    fold    the    unbroken 

formation    of   the   nortli    limb 

bends  to  the  west  and  .south- 
west, cutting  off  the  extension 

of  the  south  limb,  which  either 

terminates     here     or     plunges 

beneath  the  surrounding  strata. 

This  termination  of  the  south 

limb  coincides  in  position  with 

the     unnamed     eaiion     lying 

northwest  of  Tnrn])ull  Canon. 

but  from  the  exposures  at  this 

point  it  is  impossible  to  deter- 
mine  whether  the   steep   west 

side  of  this  canon  is  a  fault 

scarp  or  is  due  to  erosion  along 

the    upturned    edges    of    the 

upper    .strata.     However    this 

may  be,  there  is  hardly  a  doubt 
that  any  possible  extension  of 
the    producing    sands    of    the 
south  limb  ceases  at  or  just  east  of  this  line. 
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The  earlier  wells  were,  as  usual,  drilled  along  the  zones  of  crushing, 
immediatel}^  adjacent  to  seepages,  and  while  most  of  them  found  some 
heavy  oil,  none  were  commereiall.y  productive.  As  soon,  however,  as 
drilling  was  carried  far  enough  to  the  south  and  west  to  reach  the 
steeply  inclined  strata  of  the  south  dip,  productive  wells  were  had,  and 
development  thereafter  proceeded  along  a  narrow  strip  running  north- 
w^est  by  southeast,  until  a  strip  perhaps  two  miles  in  length,  and  varying 
from  one  eighth  to  one  half  mile  in  width,  had  been  demonstrated. 

The  nature  of  these  developments,  and  the  deductions  to  be  drawn 
from  them,  follow : 

Whittier  Consolidated  Oil  Company.  The  wells  of  this  company,  on 
the  southwest  quarter  of  section  16,  2-11,  were  drilled  in  1901,  to  depths 
of  300  feet  and  1000  feet,  respectively.  Well  No.  1  was  a  crooked  hole. 
No.  2  is  said  to  have  been  abandoned  because  of  running  sand  and 
boulders,  and  to  have  found  a  little  light  oil.  The  latter  portion  of  this 
statement  is  open  to  some  doubt,  as  the  surface  indications  are  strongly 
to  the  effect  that  this  well  was  located  in  a  zone  of  excessive  fracturing. 
If  true,  it  would  indicate  a  probability  of  the  shales  of  the  north  limb 
carrying  oil  at  depth. 

North  Whittier  Oil  Company.  The  two  wells  of  this  company,  on  the 
Hellman  tract,  northeast  quarter  of  section  16,  2-11,  were  drilled  in 
1901  and  1902.  Well  No.  1  was  a  pointed  hole  at  1100  feet.  Well  No.  2 
was  drilled  to  1530  feet,  where  it  collapsed.  These  wells  are  both  re- 
ported to  have  had  some  oil,  and  examination  of  the  old  locations  shows 
that  considerable  oil,  probably  heavy,  must  have  been  baled  out.  These 
wells  were  located  in  the  steeply  inclined  strata  at  the  upper  edge  of 
the  northwest  dip,  and  the  sands  reached  at  the  depth  noted  must  lie 
very  much  deeper  a  short  distance  farther  west. 

Commonwealth  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company,  located  just 
south  of  the  foregoing,  was  drilled  in  1903  to  a  depth  of  1170  feet,  and 
abandoned  because  of  a  long  succession  of  troubles,  beginning  with  the 
collapsing  of  the  4ri-inch  casing  at  the  bottom  of  the  hole,  and  ending 
with  the  burning  of  the  rig.  This  well  actually  pumped  two  barrels  of 
oil  per  day,  for  a  short  time,  as  reported  on  what  seems  to  be  good 
authority.  No  sample  of  the  oil  can  be  found,  but  it  is  said  to  have 
been  of  about  20°  Beaume.  The  lack  of  a  sample  is  unfortunate,  as 
examination  of  a  sample  of  this  oil  would  have  thrown  light  on  the 
probable  identity  of  the  sands  from  which  it  was  drawn.  This  well  was 
located  farther  back  on  the  formation  than  the  North  Whittier  wells, 
and  reached  a  much  lower  level.  The  sands  passed  in  this  well  outcrop 
on  the  face  of  the  hill  just  below,  and  are  fine  grained,  fairly  hard,  and 
rather  dry  on  the  surface. 

From  these  results  it  Avould  appear  that  there  is  a  possibility  of  devel- 
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oping  a  narrow  strip  of  production  along  a  line  running  west  by  a  few 
degrees  south  from  these  wells.  No  data  are  available  to  show  how  far 
to  the  west  this  strip  might  extend,  but  on  account  of  the  extreme 
inclination  of  these  strata,  approaching  the  vertical  at  some  points,  no 
great  width  in  a  north  and  south  direction  would  be  possible,  unless  the 
overlying  layers  were  also  bituminized,  of  which  there  is  no  indication 
in  the  way  of  seepage  or  outcrop. 

In  this  connection,  the  results  from  certain  wells  drilled  to  the  east 
of  the  above  are  of  interest. 

Central  Oil  Company — Section  13.  IMost  of  the  work  of  this  com- 
pany has  been  done  in  sections  22  and  23,  on  the  south  dip,  but  two  wells 
w^ere  drilled  on  north-dipping  formation.  These  were  near  the  center 
of  section  15,  and  something  less  than  one  half  mile  east  of  the  North 
Whittier  and  Commonwealth  wells. 

Well  No.  47  of  the  Central  Oil  Company  was  abandoned  at  a  moderate 
depth  because  of  mechanical  troubles.  No.  49  was  then  started  close  to 
the  old  location,  and  was  carried  to  a  depth  said  to  have  been  in  excess 
of  3100  feet.  This  well  has  not  been  worked  on  for  some  time,  but  was 
still  rigged  when  la.st  visited.  No  oil  is  known  to  have  been  encountered, 
and  this  is  verified  by  the  appearance  of  the  rig. 

This  is  very  remarkable,  as  the  location  of  this  well  is  directly  on  the 
line  of  strike  from  the  wells  of  the  North  Whittier,  both  of  which,  beyond 
any  question,  produced  some  oil.  Three  possibilities  exist  here:  one, 
that  the  dip  of  the  strata  at  this  particular  point  approaches  the  vertical 
so  nearly  that,  even  at  this  depth,  the  sands  touched  in  the  North 
Whittier  wells  were  not  yet  reached — the  outcrops  are  practically  on 
end,  but  this  is  often  misleading.  A  second  is  that,  by  reason  of  water 
from  above,  the  small  amount  of  oil  sand  found  in  the  two  wells  above 
mentioned  might  have  been  passed  without  notice.  This  is  possible,  but 
unlikely.  The  third  is  that  the  sands  found  in  the  North  Whittier  wells 
either  pinched  or  became  non-productive  at  some  point  in  the  interven- 
ing half-mile  or  less.  As  the  surface  formation  is  very  regular,  and 
there  are  absolutely  no  indications  of  cross-faulting,  it  is  highly  prob- 
able that  the  first  suggestion  is  the  correct  one.  If  this  be  the  case, 
there  is  a  chance  for  the  development  of  a  strip  running  east  from  the 
North  Whittier  wells  to  a  point  somewhat  south  of  the  Central  wells, 
and  thence  probal)ly  southeast.  This  must,  however,  be  considered  a 
passibility  only. 

El  Moro  Oil  Company.  The  two  wells  of  this  company  on  the  Hunt  & 
Bailey  tract,  southwest  quarter  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  14, 
2-11,  were  drilled  in  1901.  Well  No.  1  is  reported  to  have  gotten  some 
gas  and  traces  of  heavy  oil  at  some  300  feet,  and  to  have  been  carried  to 
a  total  depth  of  1395  feet  without  any  further  discovery.     Well  No.  2 
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was  a  dry  hole  at  1200  feet.  These  wells  are  in  the  fault  zone,  or  at 
the  extreme  south  edge  of  the  north  dip — probably  the  latter. 

Palo  Solo  Oil  Company.  The  two  wells  drilled  by  this  company  are 
the  farthest  west  of  any  which  are  certainly  on  the  south  dip.  The  first 
was  a  spoiled  hole  at  300  feet,  the  second  was  abandoned  at  820  feet. 
These  wells  were  drilled  in  1901. 

Collins,  Isaac.  In  1904  a  hole  was  drilled  slightly  to  the  northeast  of 
the  above  by  Mr.  Isaac  Collins,  of  Whittier.  This  hole  was  carried  to  a 
depth  of  880  feet,  and  abandoned  because  of  collapsed  casing.  No  oil 
was  found  in  this  nor  in  either  of  the  Palo  Solo  wells,  though  at  the 
slight  depth  reached  but  little  is  indicated  as  to  the  possibilities  in  this 
direction. 

Pickering  Land  and  Water  Company.  The  three  wells  on  the  north- 
west forty  of  section  22,  2-11  were  drilled  at  an  early  date,  probably  by 
the  company  named.  No  information  as  to  these  wells  is  now  available, 
but  they  are  probably  very  shallow. 

Home  Oil  Company  of  Whittier.  The  first  well  of  this  company  was 
drilled  in  1899,  on  the  Hillside  Land  Company  tract,  southwest  quarter, 
northwest  quarter  of  section  22.  This  well  was  940  feet  deep,  and  after 
penetrating  four  water-sands  and  finding  no  oil,  was  abandoned. 

Thereafter  operations  Avere  confined  to  the  present  holdings,  a  tract 
on  the  line  between  the  northwest  and  northeast  quarters.  Here  20 
wells  have  been  drilled,  of  which  14  are  producing,  5  abandoned,  and 
one  drilling. 

Well  No.  la  was  drilled  in  1899  to  a  depth  of  950  feet.  This  well 
was  at  the  extreme  northeast  corner  of  the  tract,  and  with  the  exception 
of  Fidelity  No.  2  is  probably  farther  back  on  the  formation  than  any 
other  well  on  the  section.  Considerable  water  was  found  in  this  hole, 
but  no  oil,  and  it  was  abandoned. 

No.  Ih  was  located  some  distance  to  the  southwest  of  the  preceding, 
and  abandoned  at  600  feet.  This  well  had  some  oil,  but  difficulty  was 
found  in  cutting  off  upper  water. 

The  wells  from  No.  2  to  No.  9  are  all  producers  at  depths  ranging 
from  1300  to  1600  feet,  and  make  from  5  to  25  barrels  per  day  each. 
No.  10,  the  farthest  to  the  northwest,  was  abandoned  at  1400  feet,  with 
some  oil,  but  not  enough  to  make  a  profitable  producer.  The  reason  for 
this  condition  at  this  location  is  not  apparent.  No.  13  was  pinched  at 
1300  feet,  and  abandoned  before  reaching  a  sufficient  depth.  No.  17 
was  abandoned  at  1000  feet  because  of  casing  trouble.  Numbers  11,  12, 
14,  15,  and  16  are  producers  at  depths  ranging  from  1172  feet  to  1715 
feet,  and  range  from  5  to  10  barrels  per  day  output. 

Well  No.  18  Avas  carried  to  a  somewhat  greater  depth  than  any  of  the 
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Central    No.   49,   on   Apex   of   Whittier   Anticline. 
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foregoing,  being  finished  at  1820  feet.  This  is  a  larger  producer  than 
the  average  for  this  lease. 

In  Well  No.  19  an  effort  was  made  to  find  a  lower  sand,  and  this  was 
successful,  as  at  2412  feet  this  well  had,  it  Ls  said,  138  feet  of  productive 
sand.  Difficulty  was  found  in  holding  back  upper  water,  and  the  hole 
was  finally  flooded  and  abandoned.  No.  20  has  now  reached  a  depth  of 
about  3900  feet  (April,  1912),  and  is  still  being  carried  down. 

The  oil  produced  from  this  lease  is  quite  uniform,  ranging  from  18° 
to  20°  gravity,  and  appears  to  all  come  from  one  set  of  sands,  if  we 
except  the  output  from  well  No.  19.  Some  water  is  produced  with  the 
oil,  but  this  appears  to  be  upper  water,  and  there  are  no  indications  of 
water  trouble  in  the  usual  sense.  Water  settles  readily,  on  standing, 
from  all  the  oils  of  this  field.  Drilling  requires  care,  because  of  the 
steep  pitch  of  the  formation,  which,  however,  stands  up  well,  and  gives 
little  trouble  from  shifting. 

Whitiier  Crude  Oil  Company.  The  first  well  of  this  company  was 
drilled  in  1898,  and  was  a  producer.  Drilling  has  continued  at  intervals 
since,  and  there  are  now  13  wells,  of  which  11  are  producers  and  2  aban- 
doned. The  depths  of  the  producing  wells  vary  from  1000  to  2000 
feet,  and  the  daily  output  per  well  from  3  barrels  to  12  barrels.  Of  the 
two  abandoned  wells.  No.  6  was  carried  down  to  1870  feet,  which  is 
below  the  level  of  the  wells  around  it.  Very  little  oil  was  found  in  this 
hole,  and  the  water  could  not  be  handled.  No.  11  was  drilled  to  1970 
feet,  and  found  no  oil.  It  is  far  south  of  the  other  wells  on  this  lease, 
and  appears  to  have  been  too  far  down  the  dip  to  have  found  the  sands 
at  this  depth.  The  remarks  as  to  drilling  conditions  and  equality  of  oil 
on  the  Home  lease  apply  also  to  the  Whittier  Crude. 

Colorado  Oil  Company — Turner  Oil  Company.  On  the  20-acre  tract 
east  of  tlie  Home  tract,  the  first  drilling  was  done  in  the  year  1900,  by 
the  Turner  Oil  Company.  Ten  wells  were  drilled  by  this  company,  all 
of  which  nre  still  producing.  In  1910  this  propert}'  was  sold  to  the 
Colorado  Oil  Company,  which  drilled  No.  11. 

Wells  Nos.  1  to  6  are  from  1200  to  1500  feet  deep,  and  are  small  pro- 
ducers. Commencing  with  No.  7,  greater  depth  has  been  the  rule,  vary- 
ing from  180-4  feet  to  2165  feet,  and  the  wells  have  been  considerably 
more  productive,  running  up  in  one  case  to  as  much  as  95  barrels  per 
day  from  a  single  well.  Well  No.  11  was  but  lately  finished,  and  is 
pumping  from  about  2400  feet.  This  is  said  to  have  reached  the  lower 
sand  found  in  Home  No.  19,  and  to  be  an  excellent  producer.  All  the 
wells  on  this  lease  are  productive.  The  quality  of  the  oil  is  similnr  to 
that  of  the  Home  wells. 

Colorado  Oil  Company — ^Yhitti€r  Fillmore  Oil  Company.  On  the 
20-acre  tract  described  as  the  north  half  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  the 
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southeast  quarter  of  section  22,  3-11,  the  first  well,  marked  "A"  on  the 
map,  was  drilled  in  1898  by  Tubbs  &  Evans.  This  was  a  crooked  hole  at 
1200  feet.  Later  the  property  passed  to  the  Whittier  Fillmore  Oil 
Company,  that  had  previously  done  some  unsuccessful  prospecting  at 
Fillmore,  in  Ventura  county.  The  first  hole  drilled  by  this  company 
was  a  producer  at  2320  feet,  and  is  now  pumping.  Well  No.  2a  was 
drilled  to  2350  feet,  but  was  abandoned  on  account  of  water.  In  1909 
this  property  was  sold  to  the  Colorado  Oil  Company,  which  has  since 
drilled  No.  3,  a  producer,  at  1950  feet,  and  No.  4,  a  producer,  at  about 
2400  feet,  and  is  still  drilling  on  No.  26. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  these  wells  get  their  oil  at  depths  correspond- 
ing to  the  dip  found  farther  north,  and  apparently  produce  from  the 
same  formation  as  the  Home,  Turner,  and  Fidelity  wells,  the  oil  from 
this  lease  is  very  much  heavier,  being  of  about  14°  gravity,  but  corre- 
sponding closely  with  the  lighter  oils  in  chemical  characteristics.  These 
facts,  taken  in  connection  with  the  shallow  oil  found  on  the  Joyce  and 
Strong  properties  just  south,  seem  to  indicate  a  fault  or  minor  fold, 
paralleling  the  main  fold,  and  crossing  the  south  line  of  the  Whittier- 
Fillmore  tract.  This  would  also  account,  in  part  at  least,  for  the 
unusual  amount  of  upper  water  encountered  in  this  immediate  locality. 

Whittier  Oil  Company.  In  the  j^ear  1897  the  Whittier  Oil  Company 
drilled  two  wells  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  southwest  quarter  of 
section  22.  Well  No.  1  was  660  feet  deep,  and  found  a  streak  of  dry  oil 
sand  between  300  and  400  feet,  but  well  No.  2,  which  was  carried  to  a 
depth  of  1125  feet,  is  said  to  have  been  in  uninterrupted  sandy  shale 
from  the  130-foot  level  to  the  bottom.  These  wells  were  abandoned 
because  of  water. 

McCray  Bros.  Oil  Company.  Further  north  on  the  same  section,  the 
McCray  Bros.  Oil  Company  drilled  two  wells  in  the  year  1900.  The  first 
was  a  lost  hole  at  400  feet,  the  second  went  to  1200  feet  without  finding 
any  oil. 

Anchor  Petroleum  Company.  This  company  is  now  drilling  a  test 
hole  near  the  old  Whittier  wells,  but  at  last  reports  had  not  reached  a 
sufficient  depth  to  give  any  indication. 

Thomas  Joyce.  On  the  10-aere  tract  just  east  of  the  old  McCray 
wells,  Thomas  Joyce  drilled  a  1200-foot  hole,  in  the  year  1900.  Very 
little  information  can  be  had  as  to  this  well,  but  it  is  reported  to  have 
found  a  little  heavy  oil. 

Clarendon  Heights  Oil  Company.  On  the  10-acre  tract  of  Mrs.  H.  E. 
Strong,  east  of  the  Joyce  tract,  this  company  drilled  three  wells  in  1899, 
1900,  and  1901.  The  first  two  were  carried  to  252  feet  and  336  feet, 
respectively,  and  both  got  a  fair  showing  of  oil.     The  third  was  720  feet 
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deep,  and  found  enough  heavy  oil  to  i)roduee  on  the  puiu[),  though  not 
enough  for  profitable  operation. 

Lying  immediately  south  of  2000-foot  territ/)ry,  these  shallow  holes 
seem  to  indicate  a  change  in  the  formation,  but  whether  a  fold  or  fault, 
by  which  the  sands  are  brought  closer  to  the  surface,  or  a  cap  of  over- 
lying sands,  can  not  be  determined  from  the  slender  data  at  hand.  If 
the  shallow  oil  on  the  Strong  tract  is  from  the  outcrop  of  an  overlying 
sand,  it  would  indicate  that  quite  a  strip  of  territory  southwest  of  the 
wells  now  drilled,  and  on  which  the  lower  sands  would  lie  very  deep, 
might  be  productive.  It  is  more  likely,  however,  considering  the  abrupt 
change  in  character  of  the  oil  on  the  Whittier-Fillmore  lease,  that  the 
Strong,  Joyce,  and  McCray  wells  w^ere  drilled  in  a  fault  zone,  and  found 
their  oil  in  stray  sands  drawing  their  oil  from  the  producing  sands  on 
the  north. 

Warner  Oil  Company.  On  the  southeast  forty  of  section  22,  3-11,  the 
Warner  Oil  Company  has  drilled  eleven  wells,  beginning  in  the  year 
1890.  Of  these,  all  but  No.  7,  which  was  a  lost  hole  at  1752  feet,  have 
been  producers.  No.  3,  however,  at  915  feet,  entered  only  the  top  of  the 
sand ;  No.  8,  after  being  brought  to  production  at  2206  feet,  was  lost  by 
the  entry  of  upper  water;  No.  11  has  lately  been  put  to  pumping  at 
2273  feet,  and  No.  12  is  drilling. 

The  depths  of  these  wells  run  in  two  groups,  from  1050  to  1100  feet, 
and  from  1650  to  1700  feet,  other  than  as  above  stated.  The  quality 
of  the  oil  is  intermediate  between  that  of  the  Home  and  of  the  Whittier- 
Fillmore. 

Canadian  Pacific  Oil  Company — Fidelity  Oil  Company.  On  the 
20-acre  tract  east  of  the  Turner  the  first  well  was  drilled  by  the  Fidelity 
Oil  Company  of  Los  Angeles,  in  1900.  This  was  a  producer  at  1400 
feet.  No.  2,  a  short  distance  to  the  north,  was  carried  to  1200  feet  and 
had  some  oil,  but  not  enough  to  produce,  and  was  abandoned.  This  well 
passed  through  the  sands  Avhieh  produce  to  the  southwest,  and  seems  to 
have  been  too  far  back  on  the  formation.  Wells  Nos.  3  to  8  were  drilled 
by  the  Fidelity  Oil  Company,  but  in  1907  the  property  was  sold  to  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Oil  Company,  that  has  drilled  up  to  and  including 
No.  12.  These  wells  are  all  producers,  with  the  exception  of  No.  2.  The 
depths  increase  to  the  southwest,  to  a  maximum  of  2300  feet.  The 
quality  of  the  oil  is  much  the  same  as  that  of  the  Home  wells. 

Canadian  Pacific  Oil  Company — Savage.  This  company  lately  fin- 
ished and  abandoned  a  well  on  the  Savage  forty,  the  southw&st  quarter 
of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  22.  The  history  of  this  well  is  not 
known. 

Central  Oil  Company;  Sections  22  and  23.  The  Central  Oil  Com- 
pany of  Los  Angeles  owns  all  of  section  23,  with  the  exception  of  the 
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10-acre  Bulla  tract,  and  a  narrow  strip  along  the  south  line.  It  also  has 
about  150  acres  in  the  east  half  of  section  22. 

The  operations  of  this  company  are  kept  so  secret  that  but  little 
could  be  learned  as  to  conditions  over  this  area.  Developments,  how- 
ever, seem  in  general  to  follow  the  rule  which  obtains  farther  to  the 
weet,  that  is,  a  gradual  deepening  of  wells  on  the  line  of  strike,  or  to  the 
southeast,  and  an  abrupt  dip  to  the  southwest. 

All  abandoned  holes  south  of  a  line  drawn  from  No.  43  to  No.  52  may- 
be safely  assumed  to  be  lost  holes,  due  to  mechanical  troubles,  of  which 
this  company  has  had  its  full  share.  Northeast  of  this  line,  which  rep- 
resents approximately  the  outcrop  of  the  sands  of  the  south  dip,  the  case 
is  different.  A  number  of  holes  have  been  drilled  northeast  of  this  line, 
and  while  oil  has  been  reported  in  some  of  them,  none  are  now  on  the 
producing  list,  and  it  may  be  doubted  whether,  in  any  of  these,  discov- 
eries have  been  made  which  could  not  be  reasonably  ascribed  to  small 
pockets  in  the  broken  material  of  the  fault  zone,  deriving  their  oil  from 
the  sands  of  the  south  dip.  In  other  words,  the  question  as  to  whether 
any  oil-bearing  formations  actually  exist  on  the  north  limb  of  the  fold 
does  not  seem  to  be  settled  by  any  developments  on  this  section. 

Mutual  Oil  Company.  The  well  on  the  Bulla  tract  was  drilled  in 
1898,  by  the  Mutual  Oil  Company.  This  well  was  1500  feet  deep,  and 
is  said  to  have  been  abandoned  because  of  crooked  hole,  without  finding 
any  oil. 

Chandler  Oil  Mining  Company.  In  the  year  1901  this  company 
drilled  two  wells  near  the  outcrop  of  the  south-dipping  formation,  to 
depths  of  300  feet  and  561  feet,  respectively.  The  first  well  produced 
three  barrels  per  day,  for  a  time,  of  oil  said  to  have  been  of  18°  Beaume, 
but  was  soon  exhausted.  The  second  got  traces  of  the  same  oil,  but  not 
enough  to  pump,  and  both  were  abandoned. 

Murphy  Oil  Company.  The  first  well  of  this  company  was  drilled  in 
1897j  on  the  extreme  northeast  corner  of  section  27,  to  a  depth  of  527 
feet.  This  well  found  traces  only  of  oil,  and  was  abandoned.  Their 
second  and  third  wells  were  drilled  south  of  the  Chandler  wells,  and 
were  carried  to  660  feet  and  1760  feet,  respectively,  the  first  pumping  a 
little  oil  for  a  short  time,  while  the  second  was  quite  barren. 

Since  this  time  thirty-one  wells  have  been  started  on  the  Whittier 
property,  of  which  Nos.  2,  3  and  12  were  originally  producers,  but  have 
since  been  abandoned,  9a,  13a  and  17a  were  lost  in  drillingj  and  Nos.  25, 
26,  27  and  28  are  still  drilling.  The  balance  are  all  on  the  producing 
list.  It  is  .said  that  No.  26  has  reached  a  depth  in  excess  of  4100  feet, 
without  finding  the  light  oil  sand,  but  that  a  very  prolific  stratum  of 
sand  carrying  heavy  oil  was  cased  off  some  distance  up. 

The  data  regarding  these  wells  is  so  scanty  that  but  little  can  be  said 
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a.s  t<»  the  .structure  of  this  part  of  the  field.  It  is  evident,  however,  that 
the  prodiK-inf?  strip  is  here  much  wider  than  it  is  farther  northwest,  and 
it  seems  highly  probable  that  on  this  section  the  producing  formation 
flattens  considerably,  so  that  the  depths  reached  by  the  wells  farthest 
southwest  on  this  section  are  not  so  great  as  would  be  calculated  from 
the  dips  on  section  22.  It  is  also  probable  that  the  producing  formation 
plunjres  somewhat  in  a  southeasterly  direction,  giving  an  increase  of 
depth  along  the  line  of  strike. 

U)iion  Oil  Company  of  California.  The  Union  Oil  Company  is  now 
drilling  two  wells  on  the  north  half  of  section  25,  3-11,  one  in  the  extreme 
northwest  corner,  ea.st  of  the  old  Chandler  wells,  the  other  just  north- 
west of  the  center  of  the  section.  The  progress  of  this  work  is  not 
known. 

Fulltrton  Oil  Company.  This  company  is  now  drilling  two  wells  just 
.south  of  the  center  line  of  section  25,  and  inunediately  south  of  the 
Union  Avell  above  mentioned.  One  of  these  wells  has  baled  some  oil, 
which  is  in  evidence  on  the  sump. 

Baymond  Oil  Company.  A  short  distance  southeast  of  the  above,  the 
Raymond  Oil  Company,  of  Pasadena,  drilled  a  well  in  the  year  1901. 
This  well  got  some  oil,  but  at  a  depth  of  2269  feet  the  casing  collapsed, 
and  the  hole  was  abandoned.  There  is  some  reason  for  thinking,  in 
view  of  later  developments  to  the  south,  that  this  well  reached  at  least 
the  top  of  the  producing  sands,  and  that  with  more  fortunate  mechan- 
ical conditions  a  profitable  well  might  have  been  had. 

Whitiio'  Grande  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  was  a  .short 
distance  to  the  southeast  of  the  Raymond  well.  This  lu)le  was  aban- 
doned at  900  feet  because  of  lo.st  tools. 

Illiiiois  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  was  just  south  of 
tile  nortli  line  of  section  36,  3-11,  and  about  one  quarter  east  of  the  sec- 
tion corner.  This  hole  was  drilled  in  1901  to  a  depth  of  2300  feet,  and 
abandoned  for  financial  reasons.  It  is  said  to  have  found  a  little  heavy 
oil,  but  if  tlie  structure  of  the  country  is  at  all  normal  the  producing 
sands,  if  any,  must  lie  much  deeper  than  this. 

!S(utin(l  Oil  Company.  This  hole  was  very  .shallow,  exact  depth  not 
known,  but  said  to  have  been  500  feet.  Naturally,  here  no  oil  was  found 
at  this  depth. 

Standard  Crude  Oil  J)<  r<  Inpiny  Conipany.  This  hole  was  drilled  in 
1901.  and  abandoned  l)ecause  of  trouble  with  water.  The  depth  was  but 
460  feet. 

T.  It.  Ilcldi  n.     Tliis  well,  on  the  southwest  ten  acres  of  section  24, 
3-11,  was  drilled  in  1899,  to  a  depth  of  1050  feet.     Much  salt  water  was 
struck,  but  no  oil  is  reported. 
IS— 63 
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E.  F.  Joyce.  The  two  wells  on  the  Joyce  30-acre  tract,  in  the  south- 
west forty  of  this  section,  were  drilled  in  3901  and  1902.  Their  depths 
were  1200  feet  and  1450  feet,  respectively,  but  the  results  obtained  are 
not  known. 

Central  Oil  Company ;  section  24.  The  Central  drilled  one  hole  on 
tliis  section,  along  the  west  line  and  north  of  the  East  "Whittier  wells, 
but  nothing  could  be  learned  as  to  its  depth  or  history. 

East  Whittier  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  two  wells,  in 
1900  and  1901,  along  the  Avest  line  of  section  25,  3-11.  No  1  was  a  dry 
hole  at  15-40  feet.  Well  No.  2  Avas  carried  down  to  2200  feet,  and 
abandoned  when  drilled. 

Whittier  Producers  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  two  wells 
in  the  year  1901,  near  the  center  of  the  east  line  of  section  24.  These 
wells  were  900  feet  and  940  feet  deep,  and  were  abandoned  because  of 
water. 

Whittier  Oil  &  Development  Company.  The  one  well  of  this  company 
was  drilled  in  1903,  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of 
section  24.  Some  oil  was  found  at  1200  feet  and  at  1540  feet,  and  the 
well  Avas  considered  an  encouraging  prospect,  but  at  2200  feet  it  was 
spoiled  by  the  loss  of  a  string  of  tools,  and  abandoned. 

Fay-Granger  Co.  This  company  is  drilling  on  the  southeast  quarter 
of  section  24,  3-11,  near  the  Whittier  Oil  &  Development  Avell. 

Baldwin  Banch.  A  local  company  Avhose  name  can  not  be  learned 
drilled  a  hole  on  the  south  line  of  Rancho  Puente,  just  above  the  south 
line  of  section  13.  This  hole  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  about  1000  feet, 
and  abandoned  for  mechanical  reasons.  It  is  said  to  have  found  traces 
of  light  oil,  but  the  report  is  somewhat  vague. 

Hart  &  Hayes.  The  Hayes  well,  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
northwest  forty  of  section  30,  2-10,  was  drilled  in  1902.  At  a  depth  of 
1700  feet  this  well  Avas  lost  through  easing  trouble,  Avithout  finding  oil. 

Golelen  Gate  Oil  Company.  On  the  fractional  piece  south  of  the  Hud- 
son &  Prudy  tract,  the  Golden  Gate  Oil  Company  drilled  a  Avell  in  the 
year  1904.  At  a  depth  slightly  in  excess  of  2000  feet  they  got  into 
litigation  over  lease  rights,  and  abandoned  the  hole. 

The  producing  value  of  this  Avell  caniiot  noAV  be  determined,  but  it  had 
some  light  oil.  In  1910,  the  La  Habra  Oil  Company  put  this  well  on  the 
pump,  and  took  out  tAvo  hundred  or  more  barrels  of  an  oil  reported  to  be 
of  about  23°  Beaume.  This  AA'ould  not  neces.sarily  represent  any  pro- 
ducing value  for  the  hole  as  it  stands,  as  the  Avell  had  stood  idle  for  about 
six  years. 

Netv  England  Oil  Company.  In  the  year  1900  to  1902  the  New 
England  Oil  Company  drilled  three  Avells  farther  east  on  the  same  tract. 
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No.  1  was  a  lost  hole  at  400  feet,  and  No.  3  wa.s  stopped  at  about  1000 
feet,  owing  to  financial  difficulties.  No.  2  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  2250 
feet,  reporting  oil  sands  at  1500,  1800  and  1940  feet.  When  put  on 
the  pump,  this  well  made  a  very  good  showing  of  light  oil,  and  looked 
like  a  producer,  but  upper  water  gave  some  trouble,  the  casing  was  in 
bad  shape,  and  after  a  long  struggle  the  well  was  shut  down. 

La  Hahra  Oil  Com  pain/.  In  the  year  1910  the  New  England  property 
pasesd  to  the  La  Ilabra  Oil  Company,  which  pulled  the  inner  strings 
from  No.  2  well,  and  is  deepening,  apparently  with  some  encouragement. 
The  completion  or  failure  of  this  test  will  give  some  indication  of  the 
probable  value  of  this  strip  of  territory,  but  will  not  throw  any  light  on 
the  prospects  along  the  north  dip,  as  these  wells  are  located  on  a  second- 
ary fold,  north  of  the  main  fold,  but  not  a  part  of  the  formation  which 
dips  under  the  Chino  Valley. 

Union  Oil  Company;  La  Hahra  Lease.  Near  the  New  England 
wells,  the  Union  Oil  Company  of  California  some  years  ago  drilled  La 
Habra  No.  9.  No  data  can  be  had  regarding  this  well,  which  was  aban- 
doned. 

In  a  canon  heading  near  these  wells,  and  running  down  to  La  Habra 
valley,  on  section  32,  2-10,  are  six  more  welLs  drilled  by  this  company. 
Some  at  least,  and  perhaps  all,  of  these  wells  produced  some  heavy  oil, 
but  they  were  pumped  for  but  a  short  time,  and  have  since  stood  idle. 
In  the  latter  part  of  1910  work  was  again  started  on  two  of  these  wells, 
and  was  still  under  way  in  January,  1912.  Nothing  can  be  learned  as 
to  the  depths,  but  as  these  holes  were  located  directly  over  the  seepage, 
it  is  probable  that  they  were  shallow.  The  surface  formation  here  dips 
evenly  and  rather  gently  to  the  south,  and  the  prospects  indicated  by 
the  seepage  would  seem  to  be  farther  in  that  direction. 

When  last  visited,  in  July,  1911,  one  of  these  wells  had  reached  a 
depth  reported  at  about  3100  feet,  and  looked  like  a  good  producer,  of  a 
light  gassy  oil  apparently  about  25°  gravity. 

The  other  two  wells  making  up  the  nine  on  this  tract  were  locatetl  in 
the  northeast  corner  of  section  33,  2-10.  There  are  some  indications  of 
oil  having  been  taken  from  these  holes,  but  they  are  abandoned,  and 
nothing  is  known  as  to  their  historv. 


RECAPITULATION. 

The  Whillier  oil  field,  reatliiig  from  the  Mcst  end  of  the  field  to  the 
west  line  of  the  Rancho  Puente.  and  from  the  north  line  of  deveUip- 
ments  to  the  south  line  of  township  ,2-11,  contains  244  wells,  of  which 
134,  or  55  per  cent,  are  now  producing;  94  wells,  or  38  per  cent,  are 
abandoned,  and  16  wells  are  drilling  (April,  1912J. 

Of  the  a])andoned  wells.  32  were  drilled  to  the  depth  desired  and 
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found  no  oil  Avhatever;  26  were  drilled  to  depth  and  found  a  little  oil, 
but  not  a  profitable  quantity ;  12  were  brought  to  production,  and  after- 
ward lost  through  accident  or  mechanical  defects,  and  24  were  lost  in 
drilling,  and  abandoned  at  lass  than  the  desired  depth. 

The  total  production  of  the  Whittier  field  proper  (not  including 
Coj'ote)  in  1911  was  approximately  807,000  barrels,  or  an  average  of 
16.5  barrels  per  day  per  w^ell.  This  production,  hoAvever,  was  very 
unevenh-  distributed.  The  smallest  well  in  the  field,  actually  produced, 
gives  an  average  of  about  one  barrel  per  day,  the  largest  perhaps  100 
barrels  steady  production.  The  smallest  average  production  for  all  the 
wells  on  any  one  lease  is  about  3.2  barrels  per  well  per  day,  the  average 
age  of  these  wells  being  about  ten  years:  another  lease  averages  about 
5  barrels  per  well  per  day,  with  an  average  age  of  five  years  for  the 
Avells.  The  largest  average  production  for  any  one  lease  is  approxi- 
mately 44  barrels  per  well  per  day,  with  an  average  age  for  the  wells  of 
about  five  years.  The  average  age  of  all  the  wells  in  the  field  is  about 
nine  years. 

No  very  shallow  Avells  are  found  at  Whittier.  The  shallowest  com- 
mercial producer  in  the  field  is  down  1000  feet  even.  The  deepest  well 
now  producing  on  section  22  is  approximately  2400  feet  deep,  but  a 
3900-foot  hole  now  drilling  into  deeper  sands  promises  a  good  produc- 
tion. On  section  25  a  hole  is  now  drilling  at  4100  feet,  but  the  average 
depth  of  the  wells  at  this  end  of  the  field,  while  greater  than  that  of  the 
west-end  wells,  is  much  below  this  figure.  The  average  depth  of  all  the 
wells  on  section  22  is  1510  feet;  the  average  for  the  entire  field  is  close 
to  1650  feet. 

Drilling  conditions  in  Whittier  were  formerly  considered  onerous, 
owing  to  the  steep  pitch  of  the  formation,  and  the  presence  of  hard 
shells  which  made  it  very  difficult  to  keep  a  straight  hole.  But  it  was 
soon  learned  that  by  using  heavy  pipe  and  following  the  hole  closely, 
these  shells  could  be  entered  without  serious  trouble,  so  that  while  drill- 
ing in  this  field  requires  much  care,  and  is  always  slow%  it  is  not  consid- 
ered difficult  as  compared  with  territory  Avhere  running  formations  are 
encountered. 

In  spite  of  the  con.stant  repetition  of  the  note  "abandoned  because 
of  water"  in  the  well  records  above,  Whittier  is  not  a  wet  field.  Such 
w^ater  as  is  found  is  mainly  in  the  older  wells,  and  seems  to  be  due 
mainly  to  the  trouble  experienced  in  carrying  a  tight  water-string 
through  the  conglomerate,  and  in  making  a  landing  in  the  hard  forma- 
tion over  the  oil  sands.  These  difficulties  have  disappeared  with  the  use 
of  heavier  pipe  and  of  cement,  and  the  newer  wells  are  in  the  main  free 
from  water.  Such  water  as  is  being  pumped  with  the  oil  is  fresh  upper 
water,  and  settles  out  readily,  so  that  it  causes  little  trouble.     There  is 
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lio  indication  that  Avater  is  anywhere  in  this  field  ,i,^aiiiing  on  tlie  oil 
sands,  nor  that  bottom  water  has  been  entered. 

Going  back  to  the  record  of  developments  in  the  Whittier  field  proper, 
it  may  readily  be  seen  from  the  results  of  work  already  done,  that  very 
little  prospect  exists  for  any  material  extension  of  the  productive  area, 
other  than  to  the  southwest  and  the  southeast  of  section  26.  For  Mhat- 
ever  may  have  been  the  results  from  Whittier  Crude  No.  13,  the  west 
fault  curves  in  so  close  to  present  developments  at  this  end  as  to  leave 
but  little  room  for  extension,  and  the  unbroken  dip  to  Chino  Valley 
begins  but  little  north  of  the  present  limit  of  production. 

What  results  may  later  be  had  from  operations  along  this  north  dip 
can  not  be  foretold.  Along  the  extreme  upper  edge  of  this  formation 
indications  of  oil  do  exist,  and  if  we  assume  that  only  the  upper  edges 
are  steeply  pitched,  and  that  the  formation  farther  north  is  more  gently 
inclined,  it  would  be  possible  for  productive  sands  to  exist  near  the 
borders  of  Chino  Valley.  It  is  certain  that  these  formations  are 
productive  under  favorable  conditions,  for  sands  of  the  Puente 
group  undoubtedly  occur  in  these  strata  at  a  point  wliere  a  gentle  anti- 
cline is  formed,  but  whether  structural  conditions  are  favoral)le  any- 
where north  of  the  Whittier  field  is  open  to  some  doubt.  The  surface 
dips  are  consistent  as  far  as  the  east  line  of  the  township,  and  while  not 
nearly  so  steep  farther  north  as  they  are  at  the  south  edge.  Avhere  the 
strat-a  are  folded  up  sharply,  they  are  yet  steep  enough  to  place  the 
sands  which  outcrop  at  the  south  edge  far  out  of  reach  at  any  point 
lower  down  the  hill  slope.  And  as  there  are  not  known  to  l)e  any  seep- 
ages or  sand  outcrops  farther  down  (that  is,  higher  up  in  the  forma- 
tion), it  is  probable  that  any  productive  sands  which  may  exist  at  the 
west  end  of  this  north-dipping  monocline  are  much  too  deep  to  l)e  of  any 
commercial  value. 

As  to  the  secondary  fold  wliici)  crasses  section  24.  and  in  which  tlie 
Tia  ITabra  avcIIs  are  situat(»d:  tlieiv  is  here  the  possibility  of  a  narrow 
strip,  parallel  to  the  main  field,  but  while  individual  locations  may  be 
profitable,  the  extreme  complexity  resulting  from  a  very  narrow  and 
sharp  fold  argues  against  the  value  of  the  territory  as  a  whole.  Under 
such  structural  conditions  operation  is  so  expensive  and  uncertain  that 
the  successes  nmst  be  very  profitable  indeed  to  cover  the  percentage  of 
failures. 

QUALITY    OF   WHITTIER   OILS. 

The  oils  of  Whittier  cover  a  wide  range  of  gravity,  the  eighteen 
samples  here  recorded  running  from  14.2"'  to  24.0'  Beaume.  Yet  with 
one  or  two  exceptions  these  oils,  though  varying  greatly  iu  percentau:e 
composition,  are  of  the  same  general  character  and  structure. 

At  the  southwest  conu*r  of  the  Held  are  a  few  wells  producing  a  heavy 
oil,  which  gives  very  little  light  di.stillate,  and  contains  more  sulfur  than 
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tlie  lighter  oils.  This  oil  closely  resembles  the  crudes  of  the  City  field  at 
Los  Angeles. 

Farther  north  and  east  the  oils  are  lighter,  running  from  18°  to  20° 
Beaume.  These  oils  give  no  naphthas,  and  but  a  low  asphalt  yield,  but 
are  very  low  in  sulfur,  and  give  a  lubricating  stock  of  the  best  quality. 
The  larger  portion  of  this  grade  of  crude  is  used  for  gas  making,  for 
which  its  low  sulfur  content  particularly  fits  it. 

The  lightest  oils  are  found  at  the  north  and  east  of  the  field,  and  run 
from  20°  to  24°  Beaume.  These  oils  as  a  rule  give  some  gasoline  and 
engine  distillate,  but  the  yield  of  light  products  is  always  very  low  for 
any  given  gravity-.  These  oils  also  give  a  very  clean  and  sweet  lubri- 
cating stock,  which  works  out  to  oils  of  good  color,  and  such  crudes  are 
sought  for  refining,  rather  for  their  purity,  than  for  any  large  yield  of 
valuable  products.  In  this  respect  they  are  sharply  distinguished  from 
the  Salt  Lake  oils,  which  give  high  yields  of  light  products,  gravity  con- 
sidered, but  in  a  very  impure  condition. 

4405.* 
Home   Oil    Company.     Well    No.   7. 

Gravity 14.2°  Beaumg 

This    is    a    moderately    limpid,    brownish-black    oil,    with    a   rather   strong   odor, 
slightly  sulfurou'?. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from'  copper,  first  two  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 8.2  per  cent  41.2°  Beaume 

Second  cut 14.2  per  cent  32.8° 

Third  cut 70.4  per  cent  21.7° 

I'ixed   carbou 7.2   grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  lubricating  stock  froni  this  oil  was  not  rerun.     On  calculating 

the  coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  8.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  15.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 21.7°  59.0  per  cent  ( not  separated ) 

Asphalt "D"  18.0  per  cent,  or  G3.2  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  were  a  shade  dark,  but  treated  out 
very  sweet.     The  lubricating  stock  appeared  to  be  of  good  quality. 

♦Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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7432.* 

Whittier-Fillmore   Oil   Company.      Well    No.   1. 

<;iavity   14.8 '^   Itcaiime 

\'iscosity  at  185°  F. 4.42  Redwood 

Sulfur 0.03  pi^r  cpnt  by  weight 

Tlifimal  value 18.115  liritish  thermal  uuits 

Difitillotimi. 

Sample  (if  "JCrt*  c.e.,  distille<l  from  a  uhiss  flask,  willmnt  steam  or  gas. 

Ik  low  482°   F !>.l  per  cent  33.8"  Beaum4 

482   to   572' ]5).5i)ercent  20.1° 

572°  to  grade — a 37.0  per  cent  22.5° 

572°  to  grade — b 3.8  per  cent  23.5° 

Asphalt    20.5  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

A\'ater   and    loss 3.5  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 

These  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline    01°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene   42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  10.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 2^3.7°  00.0  per  cent  (not  soparattd) 

Asphalt "D"  20.5  per  cent,  or  93.0  lbs.  per  bbl. 

Water  and  loss ."I.n  |)er  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

4402.  t 
Turner  Oil    Company.     Well    No.   8. 

Gravity   17.1°   Beaum6 

This  is  a  moderately  viscous,  brownish-black  oil,  of  mild  odor. 
Distillation. 

Snm|)le   of   150  c.c.   distilled    fiom  copper,   first   two   cuts  dry.    last  cut   in   a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  a  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  lilt   7.1  per  cent  41.7°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 7.1  per  cent  32.1° 

Third  cut ' 78.3  per  cent  21.3° 

Fixed   earbfin  7.5  grams  jicr  100  c.c. 


100.0  per  cent 

Tlj«'  luliricating  slock  from  this  crude  was  not  reduced.     On  calcula- 
tion of  the  coke  to  asphalt,  wc  have  tlie  foUowing  commercial  analysis: 

(Gasoline    01°  Beaurae  None 

Kngitie  distillate 52°  1.0  per  cent  (probably ) 

Kerosene    42°  0.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil   330  7.0  per  cent 

.Middlings  and  lubricants 21.3°  (u. 2  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt    "D"  1S.S  percent,  or  00.0  lbs.  per  bbl. 


100.0  per  cent 
'I'ht'  tir.st  .")  |M"r  cciil  of  dislillatf  IVoiii  fliis  .-riKlc  had  tlic  gravity  47.6' 


•Analysis  by  IL  N.  Cooper. 
t.XnalysIs  hy  .).   V.   1'. 
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and  it  is  probable  that  on  a  larger  scale  a  small  yield  of  52^  distillate 
could  be  had.  Both  the  light  products  and  the  heavy  stock  appeared  to 
be  of  good  quality. 

4404.* 
Turner  Oil   Company.     Well    No.  4. 

Gravity IT.-j'   BtiaumG 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid  oil,  of  a  brownish-black  color,  and  mild,  sweet  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  175  c.c,  distilled   from  copper,   first  two  cuts  dry,  last  out  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 14.3  per  cent  41.9°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 13.1  per  cent  30.7° 

Third  cut Gl.O  per  cent  25.0° 

Fixed  carbon 11.0   grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 

coke  to  asphalt,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  shown : 

Gasoline    01°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate .52°  None 

Kerosene   42°  14.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 83°  11.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.7°  25.2  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock   14.5°  22.3  per  cent  ^  2.5.0° — 47.5% 

Asphalt "D"  27.5  per  cent,  or  96.5  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  ran  a  little  dark  from  the  crude  still,  but  treated 
out  readily  and  very  clean.  The  lubricating  stock  gave  a  reduced  oil 
of  good  color  and  medium  viscosity,  free  from  paraffin. 


4403.* 

Turner  Oil   Company.     Well   No.  7. 

Gravity 1S.3'   Beaume 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid  oil,  of  a  brownish-black  color  and  a  mild,  sweet  odor. 
Distillation, 

A  sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  two  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  inert  gas.     DiEtillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 14.0  per  cent  41.9°  Beaume 

Second  cut 14.0  per  cent  .33.0° 

Third  cut 6-5.1  per  cent  20.5° 

Fixed  carbon 6.9  grams  per  100  c.c. 


100.0  per  cent 
♦Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  '-aleulatiun  of 
the  coke  to  asphalt  in  the  usual  manner,  we  have  the  following  com- 
mercial analysis: 

(Jasoline    Gl°  Boaumt'  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Korosene   42°  14.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  14.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 28.2°  21.9  per  cent 

Reduced  .stock 14.7°  32.S  per  cent 

Asphalt   "D"  17.3  per  cent,  or  G0.7  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  ran  pale  from  the  still,  and  treated  out  readily  to 
water-white,  sweet  oils.  The  lubricating  stock  was  pale,  sweet  and  of 
good  viscosity.  It  gave  a  reduced  stock  of  fair  color  and  medium 
viscosity,  free  from  paraffin. 

440S.* 

Fidelity  Oil  Company.     Well   No.  8. 
(Jravity 19.G°   Bt^aiim<'- 

Tills  is  a  limpid.  l>ro\vnish-l)]afk  oil.  with  a  mild  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  170  c.c.  distilled   from  copper,   first  two  cuts  dry,  last  cut   in   a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 15.7  per  cent  42.0°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 10.5  per  cent  30.9° 

Third  cut 68.5  per  cent  19.7° 

Fixi'd   carbon    5.3  grams  per  KX)  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas.  and  calculation  of  the 
coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

(Jasolinc    01°  Beaume  None 

Fngine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene   42°  1. =5.7  per  cent 

Stove  oil Xi°  S.5  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate   30.3°  20.0  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Uednced   stock   10.4°  41.9  per  cent  a9.7°—r>2.5Tc 

.\sphalt "D"  13.3  per  cent,  or  40.7  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  lit^lit  products  from  this  oil  ran  dark,  hut  treated  out  to  fair 
colors  and  good  odor.  The  lubricating  stock  was  rather  bluish,  with  low 
viscosity,  but  gave  a  reduced  stock  of  good  color  and  fair  viscosity,  with 
traces  of  amorphous  i>araffin. 


•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P, 
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44H6.* 
Home   Oil   Company.     Well   No.   8. 

<Travitj'  19.7°  Beaume 

This  is  i\  morlorately  limpid  oil  of  brownisli-black  color  and  sweet  odor. 

iJistiUation. 

Sample  of  500  c.c,   distilled  from  copper,   first   two  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  a  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cut 9.8  per  cent  42.8°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 16.1  per  cent  32.2° 

Third  cut 68.5  per  cent  21.5° 

Fi.xed  carbon   5.6  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 

coke  to  asphalt,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  shown : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate   52"  None 

Kerosene 42°  10.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  14.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 30.0°  24.6  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 15.3°  36.9  per  cent  (,  21.5° — 61.5% 

Asphalt   "D"  14.0  per  cent,  or  49.1  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  ran  dark,  but  treated  out  to  very 
sweet  oils  of  fair  color.  The  heavy  distillate  was  rather  dark  and 
bluish,  but  gave  a  reduced  stock  of  good  color  and  viscosity.  This 
treated  out  to  a  17.1°  engine  oil  of  rather  low  viscosity,  but  having  a 
tine  red  color  and  green  over  tone,  and  free  from  paraffin. 

4410.* 

Warner  Oil  Company.     Well   No.  9. 
Gravity   20.5°  Beaume 

This  is  a  limpid,  brownish-black  oil.  with  a  mild  odor. 

DistiUation. 

Sample  of  125  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,   first  two  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in   a 
current  df  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 18.2  per  cent  41.0°  Beaume 

Second  cut  ._ 7.8  per  cent  31.1° 

Third  cut 66.7  per  cent  19.5° 

I'ixed   carbon   7.3  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 
*  Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 


I 


I'UEXTE  IIIM.S  (;i{()ii'.  267 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  calculation  of 

the  coke  to  asphalt,  \ve  have  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Ciisoline    Gl°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52"  None 

Koroseno 42°  10.0  i)or  cent 

Stove  oil 33"  10.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 30.0°  17.S  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

U.-duced  .stock 15.3-  37.9  per  cent  \  19.5°— 55.7% 

Asphalt   "D"  18.3  per  cent,  or  64.2  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  kerosene  from  this  stock  was  of  average  color,  and  took  the  acid 
well.  The  heavy  distillate  gave  a  reduced  stock  of  good  color  and  high 
viscosity,  but  showing  a  little  paraffin. 

7435.» 

Home  Oil   Company.     Well    No.   15. 
Gravity  20.7°  Beaumf* 

f)istillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  a  glass  flask,  without  steam  or  gas. 

r.i-luw  302°  F 4.2  per  cent  50.5°  Beaum6 

.••.02    to   392° 9.6  per  cent  38.4° 

:'.9l»   to   4S2° 14.0  per  cent  31.4° 

4S2    to   572° 14.7  per  cent  26.1° 

572°  to  grade— a 23.0  per  cent  22.0° 

572°  to  grade — b ,_  16.8  per  cent  22.7' 

Asphalt    15.7  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Loss    2.0perccnt 

100.0  per  cent 

These  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  (•(minicrcial  analysis: 

Gasoline    61°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  3.0  per  cent 

Kerosene , 42°  6.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  18.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 22.9°  55.3  per  cent 

Asphalt   "D'-  15.7  per  cent 

lioss 2.0  iKU- cent 

100.0  per  cent 

2451. t 

Murphy   Oil   Company.      Well    No.  4. 

(Jravity   21.0°   Beaunie 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid  oil,  with  a  greenish-black  color,  and  a  mild,  sweet  otlor. 
histillation. 

A  sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  glass  to  a  temperature  of  518°  l'\     Residue 
from  this  distillalioii  nMhu'ed  lo  "D"  asi)liall    in  vanmni.      l.nliricatini;  stock 

•Analysis  by  H.  N.  .Cooper. 
t.\na lysis  by  Wayne  Colver. 
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from  this  run  reduced  to  an  18.0°  stock  in  vacuum.     The  results  from  the 
three  distiUalions  are: 

Crude  oil : 

Below  302°  F 2.2  per  cent  53.0°  Beaume 

302   to   518° 23.9  per  cent  38.2° 

ripsidue  above  518° 73.9  per  cent  13.9° 

100.0  per  cent 
Residue  from  above : 

Lubrioatinff  stock 51.2  per  cent  22.0°  Beaum6 

Asi)halt    22.7  per  cent  Grade  "D" 

73.9 

Lubricating  stock  from  above : 

Fuel  distillate 1.5.4  per  ceut  31.8°  Beaum6 

Reduced  stock 35.8  per  cent  18.0° 

51.2 

On  bringing  these  figures  together,  they  give  the  folloAving  commercial 
analysis : 

Gasoline    01°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate   .52°  3.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  15.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  8.1  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 31.8°  15.4  per  cent 

Reduced  stock   18.0°  35.8  per  cent 

Asphalt "D"  22.7  per  cent,  or  70.7  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 
4401.* 
Murphy  Oil   Company.     Well   No.   25. 

Gravitj'   21.2'   Beaume 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid  oil,  of  a  srcenish-black  color,  and  a  mild  odor. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  two  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  inert  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 10.1  per  cent  39.9°  Beaum6 

Second   cut   10.0  per  cent  32.2° 

Third   cut    _^ 04.4  per  cent  23.0° 

Fixer!   carbon    9.5  grams  per  IW  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 

coke  to  a.sphalt,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  obtained : 

Gasoline    01°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate   52°  None 

Kerosene   42°  12.0  per  cent  (about) 

Stove  oil 33°  10.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 28.9°  15.4  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock  __ 18.2°  32.8  per  cent  \  23.0° — 48.2% 

Asphalt   "D"  23.8  per  cent,  or  83.5  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

♦Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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The  light  products  from  this  oil  run  dark  from  the  still,  but  treat  out 
in  a  satisfactory  manner.  The  lubricating  stock  is  sweet,  rather  low  in 
viscasity,  but  not  burned,  and  of  fair  color.  This  gives  a  reduced  stock 
of  rather  low  viscosity,  but  of  fine  color,  and  free  from  paraffin. 

The  entire  lack  of  naphthas  from  this  oil  is  rather  surprising,  as  the 
.sample  was  undoubtedly  fresh.  The  heavy  end  of  the  oil  is  of  first 
quality. 

4493.* 
Whittier  Crude  Oil  Company.     Well  No.  1. 

Gravity  21.4°  Beaume 

Tins  is  a  limpid  oil  of  a  brownish-black  color  and  mild  odor. 
JJistillatioti. 

Sample  of  150  c.c.  was  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  dry  coke. 

Fii-st  cut 5.G  per  cent  49.8°  Beaum4 

Second  cut 10.1  per  cent  41.3° 

Third  cut 11.8  per  cent  31.6° 

Tourtli  cut 07.9  per  cent  20.2° 

Fixed   carbon 4.0  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 
coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

(iasoline    (51°  Beaume  None 

Kngine   distillate 52°  2.o  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  13.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  10.0  per  cent 

Fu.l  distillate 28.8°  17.G  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

U.'duc«-d   stock 15.3°  45.4  per  cent  \  20.2° — 63.0% 

Asphalt   "D"  11.5  per  cent,  or  40.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 
The  light  pi'oducts  from  this  oil  ran  rather  dark,  but  cleared  up  read- 
ily with  tlic  acid,  to  very  sweet  oils.  The  lubricating  stock  was  very 
mild  ;ind  sweet,  of  fair  color  and  medium  viscosity.  It  gave  a  low 
viscosity  leduced  stock,  which  treated  out  to  a  medium  red-engine  oil  of 
17.. 5"  Hcfiiime,  of  rather  low  viscosity,  and  free  from  paraffin. 

4411. • 

Murphy  Oil  Company.     Well  No.  23. 
Gravity  oo  (;o   Beaum4 

This  is  ii   limpid,   browiiisii-black  oil.  showini:  a  sliiiht   green   ting.',  and   having  a 
niilii.  sweet  odor. 
/Hitilhition. 

A  sample  of  230  c.c.  distilled  from  copiwr.  fii-st  three  cuts  dry.  Inst  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 5.3  per  cent  49.4°  Beau nic 

Second  cut 7.1  percent  42.3° 

Thinl  cut 24.2  per  cent  32.7° 

Fourth  cut 58.7iiercent  20.9° 

Fixed   cnri)on 4.7   prams  per  1(¥)  c.c. 

• 100.0  per  cent    ' 

•.\niilvsis   by   .T.  P.  P. 
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On  redu(;tion  of  the  lubricating  stock  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calcula- 
tion of  the  coke  to  asphalt,  the  commercial  analjsis  is  as  follows: 

Gasoline    01°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate   52°  3.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  11.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  22.0  per  cent 

l"'uel  distillate 27.3°  23.0  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  slock 16.2°  20.2  per  cent  \  20.9°— 52.2% 

Asphalt "D"  11.8  per  cent,  or  41.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  ran  very  pale  and  sweet,  and  took  the 
acid  Avell.     The  character  of  the  lubricating  stock  Avas  not  noted. 

2448.* 
Murphy  Oil  Company.     Well   No.  2. 

Gravity    23.1°    Beaum6 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid,  sreeuish-black  oil,  with  a  mild,  sweet  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  100  c.c,  distilled  from  glass  to  a  temperature  of  518°  F.  Residue 
reduced  to  asphalt  by  open  evaporation,  and  the  weight  corrected  (factor 
X  0.8)  for  oxidation  during  evaporation.  The  original  figures  are  as 
follows : 

Below  302°  F 5.2  per  cent  55.0°  Beaum6 

;U)2   to   518° 27.3  per  cent  38.4° 

Residue  above  .jlS'' GS.Opercent  15.0° 

Loss    2.5  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 
After  evaporation  of  the  residue  to  asphalt,  and  calculation,  the  above 

figures    are    approximately    equivalent  to    the    following    commercial 
analysis : 

(Jasoline    Gl°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate   .52°  10.0  per  cent 

Kerosene   42°  12.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil  and  lubricants .58.9  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt "D"  18.6  per  cent,  or  65.3  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 
4495.t 
Whittier  Crude  Oil  Company.     Well   No.  12. 

(iravity   28.1°   Beaume 

This  is  a  limpid  oil  of  exactly  the  same  appearance  as  No.  4494. 
j/istillatioii. 

Sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distilled  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 7.6  per  cent  60.6°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 6.3  per  cent  50.2° 

Third  cut 7.2  per  cent  41.7° 

Fourth   cut 13.5  per  cent  32.6° 

Fifth  cut 59.8  per  cent  20.0° 

Fixed  carbon 5.6  grams  per  100  c.c. 


100.0  per  cent 

•Analysis  by  Wayne  Oolver. 
tAnalysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 

coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

(iasoline    61°  Beaume  7.5  per  cent 

EiiKino  distillate 52°  5.0  per  cent 

Kerosene   42°  8.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  13.5  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 28.4°  19.0  per  cent  ^  Slop  distillate 

Uoduccd  stock 14.8°  32.5  percent  \  20.0°— 51.5% 

Asphalt "D"  14,0  per  cent,  or  49.1  lbs.  per  bhL 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  crude  ran  yellow,  but  treated  out  fairly 
well  with  the  test  acid.  The  lubricating  stock  had  a  very  rich  green 
tone,  fair  color,  low  viscosity  and  mild  odor.  On  reduction  this  gave  a 
medium  viscosity  reduced  stock,  with  some  crystallization.  The  red  oil 
prepared  from  this  stock  had  a  good  red  color  and  a  fine  green  outer 
tone,  with  a  viscosity  normal  to  the  gravity,  15.0°  Beaume. 

This  crude  does  not  handle  quite  so  well  as  No.  4494,  and  shows  more 
paraffin,  which  is  of  the  amorphous  consistency,  thus  reducing  the  value 
of  the  heavy  end  of  the  oil. 

2470.* 

Murphy  Oil  Company.     Well  No.  3. 
Gravity    23.2°    Beaume 

This  is  a  limpid  oil,  of  a  greenish  black  color,  and  a  sweet,  gassy  odor. 
Distillation. 
A    sample   of   200   c.c,   distilled    from   glass   to   a   temperature   of   ulS'^    F. 
Residue  from  this  distillation  reduced  to  "D"  asphalt  in  vacuum.     Lubri- 
cating stock  from  this  run  reduced  to  a  19.5°  stock  in  vacuum.     The  results 
from  these  three  distillations  are : 
Crude  oil : 

Below  302°   F 4.9percent  57.0°  Beaum6 

302   to   518° 29.4  per  cent  39.3° 

Ilesiduc   above   518° G5.7  per  cent  13.2° 

100.0  per  cent 
Ui'siduc  from  iibove  : 

Lui>ricating  stock 42.0  per  cent  24.5°  Beaum^ 

Asi.lialt    23.7  per  cent  Soft  "D" 

G5.7  per  cent 
liUliricating  stock  from  aliove : 

Fuel  distillate 11.0  per  cent  33.2°   Bi-auni.^ 

Reduced  stock 31.0  per  cent  19.5° 

42.0  per  cent 
•.\nalysis  Viy  Wayne  Colver. 
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On  bringing  tliese  figures  together,  they  give  the  following  commercial 
analysis : 

Gasoline    61°  Beaumti  2.0  per  cent  (about) 

Engine  distillate   52"  4.0  per  cent  (about) 

Kerosene   42°  IS.O  per  cent  (about) 

Stove  oil 33°  10.3  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 33.2°  11.0  per  cent 

Reduced  stock 19.5°  31.0  per  cent 

Asphalt 23.7  per  cent,  or  G9.1  lb.s.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

4492.* 

Whittier  Crude  Oil   Company.     Well  No.  5. 
Gravity  23.4°  Beaume 

This  is  a  limpid  oil  of  a  brownish-black  color,  with  a  slight  greenish  tinge,  and 
a  mild,  sweet  odor. 
DistiUation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 5.1  per  cent  60.G°  Beaumg 

Second   cut   5.1  per  cent  49.3° 

Third  cut 5.5  per  cent  41.8° 

Fourth  cut 22.G  percent  32.6° 

Fifth  cut 5G.S  per  cent  21.5° 

Fixed   carhou 4.9   grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  inert  gas,  and  calculation 

of  the  coke  to  asphalt,  the  following  commercial  anal.ysis  is  shown : 

(Jasoline    Gl°  Beaume  5.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate   52°  3.0  per  cent 

Kerosene   42°  10.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 83°  19.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 30.4°  20.3  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 15.4°  30.4  per  cent  \  21.5° — 50.7% 

Asphalt   "D"  12.3  per  cent,  or  43.2  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  ran  rather  dark,  and  treated  out  only 
fairly  well.  The  lubricating  stock  was  of  good  color,  sweet  and  of 
medium  viscositj'.  The  reduced  stock  was  of  high  viscosity  and  rather 
dark — it  treated  out  to  a  17.1°  red  oil  of  good  color,  free  from  paraffin. 

♦Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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4494.* 

Whittier   Crude  Oil   Company.     Well    No.   8. 

Gravity   -4.0"   licaniiie 

This  is  a  limpid,  brownish-black  oil,  of  a  vory  mild  and  sweet  odor. 

Distillation. 

Samide  of  150  c.c.  distilled  from  copper,  first   four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in   a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 6.2  per  cent  59.7°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 5.5  per  cent  51.6° 

Third  cut 11.1  per  cent  41.8° 

Fourth  cut   5.5  per  cent  33.0° 

Fifth  cut 65.S  per  cent  20.2° 

Fixf'd  carbon   5.9  grains  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  recluetion  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas.  and  calculation  of  the 

coke  to  asphalt,  "sve  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline    01°  Beaum6  4.5  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  7.0  per  cent 

Kerosene   42°  11.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  5.5  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.4°  17.0  per  cent  i  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 16.1°  39.1  per  cent  r20.2°— 50.7% 

Asphalt    "D"  14.8  per  cent,  or  51.9  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  ran  a  shade  dark,  but  treated  out 
readily  to  white,  sweet  oils.  The  lubricating  stock  had  normal  color  and 
viscasity.  reduced  to  a  stock  of  low  viscosity  and  rather  dark  color,  and 
treated  out  to  a  red  engine-oil  of  18.0°  Beaume.  of  a  rich  red  color  and 
tine  green  tone.  This  crude  works  very  well  at  both  ends,  and  for  the 
percentages  given  is  a  very  satisfactory  refining  oil. 

•Analy.'^is    l.y   J.  I'.  I'. 
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CIIArTER  XIV. 

COYOTE  AND  ANAHEIM. 

Tlie  producing  strip  of  the  Whittier  field  would,  if  continued  in  a 
straight  line,  cross  section  6,  3-10.  But  there  is  sufficient  evidence  to 
show  that  at  about  the  eastern  limit  of  present  developments,  this  forma- 
tion trends  farther  to  the  north,  taking  an  approximate  east  and  west 
line.  Whether  this  formation  will  ever  be  productive  farther  to  the  east 
than  at  present  is  problematical,  but  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  develop- 
ments in  the  Coyote  hilLs  are  not  in  any  sense  an  extension  of  the  Whit- 
tier field  proper. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  wells  of  the  Coyote  hills  are  located 
on  a  true  anticline,  having  a  strike  approximately  parallel  to  the  main 
fault  back  of  the  Whittier  field.  The  ]\Iurphy  wells  on  section  18 
would  appear  to  be  on  the  apex  of  this  fold,  with  the  San  Juan, 
Whittier-Des  Moines  and  Bastanchury  wells  on  the  north  dip.  The 
south  limb,  if  such  an  anticline  indeed  exists,  is  yet  untested. 

The  Coyotes  disappear  a  short  distance  east  of  the  Murphy  wells,  and 
as  the  surface  of  the  valley  in  this  direction  gives  little  or  no  hint  of  the 
structure  beneath,  it  is  impossible  to  determine  how  far  this  fold 
extends  to  the  east  from  the  Murphy  wells.  On  the  one  hand,  the  rapid 
deepening  between  IMurphy  No.  3  and  Bastanchury  No.  1  would  indicate 
that,  if  it  does  extend  in  this  direction,  it  plunges  so  sharply  as  to  be 
within  reach  of  the  drill  but  a  short  distance.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
failure  of  the  deep  well  of  the  SjTidicate,  south  of  Brea  Caiion,  followed 
b}^  a  discover}'  at  a  much  less  depth  in  the  Amalgamated 's  Anaheim 
wells,  indicates  that  such  a  fold  exists  here  also,  whether  or  not  it  con- 
nects with  the  Coyote  anticline.  The  Amalgamated  wells,  it  will  be 
observed,  are  exactly  in  the  line  of  strike  of  the  Coyote  fold.  Consid- 
erable drilling  is  now  under  way  across  the  intervening  distance,  and 
this  point  will  soon  be  determined.  At  present,  the  bounds  of  these  two 
fields,  or  one  field,  as  the  case  may  be,  can  not  be  even  guessed. 

In  the  Coyote  group,  five  wells  are  producing,  four  have  been  aban- 
doned, and  six  were  being  drilled  in  January,  1912.  In  the  Anaheim 
group,  at  the  same  date,  three  wells  were  producing  and  nine  drilling. 
A  number  of  new  outfits  have  started  up  since  this  date. 

Coyote  Hills  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  is  on  the  south- 
east quarter,  northwest  quarter,  section  14,  3-11.  It  was  started  in 
1910,  and  has  never  reached  any  great  depth,  having  had  mechanical 
trouble  from  the  start. 

Standard  Oil  Company — Lcffingwell.  This  hole  is  on  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  11,  3-11.     When  last  reported  it  was  drilling  at  3360 


I 


COVOTK    AND    ANAIIKTM.  'S  I   > 

feet,  and  had  not  made  any  discovery  to  tliis  time.  This  hole  is  some 
distance  north  of  the  apparent  strike  of  the  fold  on  which  the  Murphy 
wells  are  located. 

Htandard  Oil  Company — Toler.  The  Standard  well  on  the  J.  Toler 
place  is  in  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  12,  3-11,  and  ju.st  south  of 
the  La  Ilabra  line  of  the  Pacific  Electric.  When  last  reported,  this  well 
was  drilling  at  about  3500  feet. 

Murphy  Oil  Company — Coyote.  The  five  wells  are  all  on  the  south 
half  of  section  18.  3-10,  and  apparently  on  the  north  limb  of  the  Coyote 
fold,  though  No.  5,  the  well  farthest  to  the  south,  may  be  slightly  south 
of  the  apex. 

Well  No.  1  was  finished  in  the  year  1908,  at  a  depth  of  3300  feet,  and 
was  a  producer.  Being  a  prospect  hole  in  difficult  territory,  this  well 
was  in  bad  condition  when  finished,  and  has  always  given  some  trouble. 
The  fact  that  it  has  never  produced  much  oil  seems  to  be  due  entirely  to 
mechanical  reasons. 

Numbers  2  and  3  were  finished  in  1909,  at  depths  of  3325  feet  and 
3500  feet,  resi)ectively,  and  have  been  very  heavy  producers  of  a  vola- 
tile oil  of  about  30''  gravity,  that  from  No.  3  being  somewhat  the  lighter. 
Certain  peculiarities  of  this  oil  are  indicated  in  the  analyses  below. 

Well  No.  4  was  finished  in  the  year  1910,  at  a  depth  of  3400  feet,  and 
was  a  producer.  This  well  originally  had  much  water  trouble,  but  a 
cementing  job,  finished  in  the  last  months  of  the  year,  corrected  this 
somewhat,  though  this  well  has  never  been  the  equal  in  production  of 
either  No.  2  or  No.  3. 

Well  No.  5  was  finished  in  1912,  aiul  is  also  a  large  producer.  Its 
depth  is  not  known,  but  it  is  said  to  be  somewhat  deeper  than  any  of  the 
preceding  wells.  No.  6  was  rigging  in  January,  1912,  on  the  summit  of 
the  hill,  due  west  of  No.  5. 

The.se  have  l)een  among  the  most  profital)lc  wells  ever  drilled  in  Cali- 
fornia, though  in  their  earlier  history  they  gave  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 
F'or  some  reasons  not  clear,  but  ])rol)ably  because  of  the  lack  of  a  firm 
landing  for  water-string,  at  least  the  four  earlier  wells  were  at  first  very 
wet,  and  produced  an  emulsified  oil.  It  is  not  known  just  what  means 
were  taken  to  correct  this  difficulty,  though  it  was  done  by  cementing  in 
some  form,  and  all  are  now  free  from  water  trouble,  and  make  a  dry  oil. 
The  g{is  pressure  in  this  fornuxtion  is  very  high.  Well  No.  2  when  first 
drilled  was  almost  a  wild  well,  being  controlled  with  some  difficulty.  It 
is  said  to  have  fiowed  several  thousand  barrels  per  day,  but  soon  sanded, 
and  repeated  this  whenever  opened  up.  The  well  is  now  controlled  by  a 
steel  cap,  out  of  which  is  taken  a  3  8-inch  tube  some  fifty  feet  long,  con- 
necting with  the  lead  line— the  similar  vent  from  well  No.  4  is  but 
1/4-inch  inside  diameter.     Through  these  small  vents  the  oil  and  gas 
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pass  with  such  force  that  even  at  the  vent  of  the  2-inch  lead-line  the 
velocity  is  still  very  high,  and  much  spray  is  thrown  into  the  receiving 
tanks.  The  pressure  on  well  No.  2,  at  the  casing  head  while  flowing 
through  the  vent,  is  even  at  about  450  pounds  per  square  inch,  and  the 
yield  of  this  well  is  said  to  be  very  steady  at  between  three  hundred  and 
four  hundred  barrels  per  day.  No  trouble  with  sanding  is  experienced 
so  long  as  the  floAv  is  thus  restrained.  The  average  actual  output  of  the 
four  Avells  in  operation  during  the  year  1911  is  said  to  have  been  clo.se  to 
250  barrels  per  well  per  day. 

International  Oil  Company.  This  well,  located  a  short  distance  down 
the  caiion  (north)  from  Murphy  No.  2,  was  drilled  about  the  year  1900. 
The  depth  of  this  well  is  said  to  have  been  560  feet.  It  found  no  oil, 
but  had  enough  gas  at  one  point  to  lift  the  tools  from  the  hole. 

Whittier-Des  3Ioines  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  a  well  on 
the  southwest  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  7,  3-10.  It  was 
carried  to  a  depth  slightly  over  3500  feet,  finding  no  pay  oil  to  this 
depth,  though  there  were  colors  of  a  rather  heavy  oil  toward  the  bottom 
of  the  hole.  If  the  anticlinal  structure  indicated  on  the  surface  at  the 
Murphy  wells  is  conformable  to  the  structure  beneath,  this  well  probably 
bad  some  distance  to  go  before  finding  the  Coyote  sands.  When  last 
visited  the  well  was  suspended,  and  apparently  had  not  been  worked  on 
for  some  time. 

Shafer  Oil  Company.  The  well  drilled  by  this  company  is  on  the 
southeast  quarter  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  8,  3-10.  It  was 
abandoned  in  1911,  at  a  depth  of  some  1500  feet,  as  a  spoiled  hole.  This 
well  had  a  great  deal  of  casing  trouble. 

Union  Oil  Company  of  California— San  Juan.  The  San  Juan  well  of 
the  Union  Oil  Company  is  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  9,  3-10.  This  well  has  been  drilling  for  about  three 
3'ears,  and  at  last  reports  had  reached  a  depth  of  4608  feet  (January, 
1912).  It  was  thought  to  have  passed  through  an  oil  sand,  but  there 
was  so  much  water  that  this  could  not  be  told  with  certainty,  and 
preparations  were  then  being  made  to  cement. 

Union  Oil  Company  of  California— Bastanchury.  The  Bastanchury 
wells  of  the  Union  Oil  Company  are  along  the  west  line  of  section  16, 
3-10,  due  east  of  the  Murphy  wells. 

"Well  No.  1  was  finished  in  1909  at  a  depth  of  4444  feet,  and  was  an 
excellent  producer,  flowing  several  hundred  barrels  per  day  of  an  oil  of 
about  20°  Beaume.  To  reach  this  depth  the  casing  had  been  reduced  to 
2^  inch,  and  when  a  string  of  tools  was  lost  in  cleaning,  they  could  never 
be  recovered.  The  Avell  was  thus  choked  down  to  about  twenty  barrels 
per  day,  which  it  is  still  doing  on  the  pump.  Well  No.  2  was  located  a 
short  distance  to  the  north,  and  was  a  shallow,  spoiled  hole. 
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Woll  No.  3  is  perhaps  one  half  mile  oast  of  No.  1,  and  in  the  line  of 
strike  from  this  and  from  the  Murphy  wells.  It  is  now  drilling  at  about 
4000  feet,  and  is  reported  to  have  passed  through  a  nonproductive  sand, 
•riving  a  small  amount  of  oil. 

It  would  appear  from  the  surface  indications  that  well  Xo.  1  is  some- 
what clown  the  dip  from  the  IMurphy  wells,  the  strike  of  the  fold  being 
apparently  somewhat  south  of  east.  This  view  would  be  borne  out  by 
the  much  greater  depth  of  this  well,  but  in  this  connection  the  change  in 
gravity  from  30°  to  20°  in  this  distance  is  hard  to  explain.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  the  fold  plunges  in  this  direction,  though  this  would  not 
explain  the  decrease  in  gravity  of  the  oil,  and  there  is  also  the  passibility 
of  a  fault  intervening  between  the  two  groups  of  wells.  As  the  surface 
of  the  country  is  almost  completely  covered,  and  but  sliglit  evidences  of 
the  structure  visible,  considerable  drilling  will  be  reciuired  liefore  the 
actual  structure  of  this  territory  is  known  with  any  degree  of  certainty. 

Fisher  Oil  Company.  This  company  is  drilling  on  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  14,  3-10.  In  I\Iarch,  1912,  this  well  was  reported  .••< 
drilling  at  about  2000  feet. 

Standard  Oil  Company — Yriartc.  On  the  Yriarte  tract  the  Standard 
Oil  Company  is  drilling  one  well,  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  section 
14,  3-10.  In  March,  1912,  this  well  was  reported  to  be  approximately 
3500  deep,  or  deeper  than  the  earlier  wells  on  the  Anaheim  lease  just 
east  of  it.  At  this  depth  the  water  had  not  been  shut  off.  and  the  pos- 
sible productiveness  of  the  well  was  not  yet  known. 

Amalgamated  Oil  Company — Anaheim.  On  tlie  Anaheim  Water 
Company  lease,  on  the  west  half  of  southeast  quarter  of  section  13,  3-10. 
the  Amalgamated  Oil  Company  has  five  producing  wells,  and  several 
drilling.  Well  No.  1  was  finished  in  the  year  1911,  having  been  drilled 
very  rapidly  with  a  heavy  rotary  outfit.  In  January  of  this  year  it  was 
on  the  beam,  and  making,  it  is  said,  up  to  500  barrels  per  day  of  an  oil 
of  about  16°  Beaume.  Well  No.  2  is  also  a  producer.  No.  3  is  a  test 
well,  and  in  March,  1912,  was  down  3975  feet  and  drilling,  having 
passed  through  the  sands  found  in  the  other  wells.  Well  No.  4  is  a  pro- 
ducer at  about  3100  feet,  but  No.  5  is  said  to  have  carried  upper  water 
into  the  sands,  and  to  have  but  a  small  output.  The  numbers  up  to  12 
have  been  rigged,  and  drilling  is  actively  under  way  on  this  lease. 

Aside  from  No.  3,  the  depths  of  the  wells  on  this  lease  run  from  3300 
feet  to  3500  feet,  and  it  is  said  that  the  formation  lies  rather  flat.  The 
illustration  in  the  margin  shows  the  log  of  one  of  these  welLs. 

Union  Oil  Company — Graham  Loft  us.  On  the  north  half,  and  the 
east  half  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  13,  3-10,  a  lease  from  the 
Oraham-Loftus  Oil  Company,  the  Union  Oil  Company  is  drilling  several 
wells,  close  to  the  Anaheim  line.  None  of  these  wells  have  reached  a 
depth  to  give  nuich  information. 
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6168.* 

Amalgamated  Oil  Company.     Anaheim   Well   No.  1. 

Gravity 1G.4°  Beauiue 

This  is  a  moderately  tliick  oil  of  a  brownish-black  color,  with  a  mild  and  sweet 
odor. 

Distillation. 

A  sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 2.5  per  cent  52.0°  Beaume 

Second  cut 7.4  per  cent  41.4° 

Third  cut 13.1  per  cent  32.S° 

Fourth   cut   G5.8  per  cent  22.5° 

Fixed  carbon 11.2  grams  per  100  c.c. 


100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 
fixed  carbon  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 01°  Beaume  None 

Engine   distillate   02°  2.5  per  cent 

Kerosene   42°  13.6  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  13.5  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 30.6°  24.5  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 16.7°  24.5  per  cent  ^22.5°^9.0% 

Asphalt    "D"  28.0  per  cent,  or  98.3  lbs.  per  bbl. 


100.0  per  cent 

The  kerosene  stock  from  this  crude  ran  rather  dark,  but  with  the  test 
acid  treated  out  to  a  fair  white  color,  and  a  very  mild  odor.  The  stove 
oil  contained  sulfur,  and  had  a  foul  odor,  which  did  not  yield  to  treat- 
ment, but  did  not  appear  to  be  decomposed. 

The  lubricating  stock  had  a  good  color  and  medium  viscosity,  and  the 
reduced  stock  had  the  same  qualities,  but  both  showed  a  little  paraflfin, 
which  commenced  to  separate  above  75°  F. 

4407. 

Union   Oil   Company.     Coyote.     Bastanchury  No.  1. 

Gravity 21.0°  Beaume 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid  oil.  of  a  brownish-black  color  and  mild  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  100  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  in  a  current  of  gas.  The  figures  for 
the  light  products  were  spoiled,  and  the  .'^ample  could  not  be  duplicated. 
Distillation  started  in  the  lower  40s.  and  the  oil  gave  a  small  yield  of  kero- 
sene. The  decomposition  noted  with  the  Murph.v  samples  did  not  take  place 
on  this  oil. 
The  latter  part  of  the  lubricating  stock  .solidified  as  it  came  from  the  still, 
and  contains  a  great  deal  of  paraffin.  The  oil  yielded  19.0  per  cent  of  "D" 
asi:)halt. 


♦Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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4406.* 
Murphy   Oil    Company.     Coyote.      Wells   2   and    3,    a    mixture. 

(Jravity,  Well  No.  2 30.7°  Beaum^ 

(Jravity,  Well  No.  3 29.2°  Beaum^ 

Both  these  samples  were  very  limpid  oil.s,  v.ith  a  brownish  color  and  mild,  gassy 
odor.     The  sample  from  No.  3  contained  a  little  emulsified  water. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,   last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Di-stillation  carried  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 9.3  per  cent  (JO.S''  Bcaume 

Second  cut G.O  per  cent  .j0.2° 

Third  cut 1G.7  per  cent  41.9° 

Fourth   cut   41.1  per  cent  33.0° 

Fifth  cut 1G.4  per  cent  23.0° 

Fi.ved   carbon    10.5  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  quantity  of  lubricating  stock  was  too  small  to  reduce.  On  calcu- 
lation of  the  coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

(Jasoline Gl°   Beaum6  9.0  per  cent 

Fnsine   aistillate 52°  5.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  17.0  iier  cent 

>tove  oil 33°  41.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 23.0°  l.S  per  cent 

.\sphnlt   "D"  26.2  per  cent,  or  92.0  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

Thi.s  oil  behaved  in  a  very  peculiar  manner  on  distillation.  The  lirst 
two  cuts  came  off  white  and  sweet,  and  were  of  the  best  quality.  Decom- 
position commenced  at  about  tlio  middle  of  the  kero.sene  cut,  and  became 
very  noticeable  while  the  stove  oil  was  running,  and  though  all  the  condi- 
tions were  the  same  as  were  observed  with  a  great  many  other  samples 
in  this  .series  (4400  and  5400  numbers),  the  gravity  hung  at  33^  for  so 
long  that  pr'actically  all  the  lubricating  stock  was  broken  down  to  this 
gravity.  The  last  end  of  the  stove  oil,  and  the  small  amount  of  lubri- 
cating stock  taken  off,  showed  crystalline  paraffin,  and  were  badly 
burned.  It  would  be  almost  impossible  to  produce  this  amount  of 
<hM'omposition  with  any  ordinary  California  oil. 

The  yield  of  asphalt  stated  is  no  doubt  too  large,  the  percentage  of 
coke  being  increased  by  the  breaking  down  of  the  heavy  stock.  This  end 
of  the  oil  seems  to  be  too  tender  to  be  of  much  value.  The  light  prod- 
ucts, including  kerosene,  could  be  taken  off  without  much,  if  any.  burn- 
ing when  working  on  a  larger  scale. 


•Analysis  by  P.  W.  P. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

PUENTE  WELLS. 

The  \vells  of  the  Pueiite  group  are  .situated  on  the  Rowland  and 
Grazide  tracts  of  the  Puente  Raneho,  on  the  east  half  of  section  34.  and 
the  west  half  of  section  35,  in  township  2  south,  range  10  west,  S.  B.  ]\I. 
All  the  producing  wells  are  located  in  a  compact  group,  though  scattered 
over  the  surrounding  territory  are  nine  unsuccessful  prospect  wells, 
which  will  be  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  Puente  wells  proper. 

This  is  one  of  the  earliest  locations  on  which  successful  oil  develop- 
ment was  carried  out,  well  No.  1  of  Rowland  &  Lacy,  the  predecessors 
of  the  Puente  Oil  Company,  having  been  drilled  about  the  year  1880. 
It  is  but  natural  that  in  the  intervening  years  much  attention  should 
have  been  paid  to  the  geology  of  this  territory,  yet  it  must  be  admitted 
that  many  details  as  to  the  structure  of  this  formation  are  open  to  doubt. 
It  will  be  sufficient  to  state  here  that  the  producing  formations  in  this 
group  are  of  firm  and  consistent  sandstones  underlying  shales  of  varying 
hardness,  the  general  structure  being  that  of  a  modified  anticline,  with 
its  axis  lying  roughly  east  and  west,  and  probably  considerably  cross- 
folded  or  faulted. 

The  axis  of  this  anticline  is  found  near  the  north  and  south  center  of 
the  group  of  wells,  and  appears  to  take  a  course  slightly  south  of  east, 
plunging  a  little  in  this  direction.  To  the  east,  the  sands  are  found  in 
place,  and  carry  some  oil.  but  have  not  been  commercially  productive. 
To  the  west  several  wells  have  been  drilled  which  have  found  the  shal- 
lower sands  too  dry  for  profitable  operation,  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
any  of  thase  Mells  went  deep  enough  to  reach  the  lower  sands,  which 
have  been  discovered  in  later  aa'cIIs. 

On  the  south  the  deep  Scott  well,  which  was  entirely  l)arren,  sets  a 
definite  limit  to  operations,  and  the  gradual  diminution  in  productive- 
ness of  the  sands  as  wells  are  drilled  in  this  direction  indicates  that  the 
limit  of  profitable  operation  has  already  been  nearly  reached.  The 
results  from  the  wells  to  the  north,  on  the  contrary,  do  not  show  any 
decrease  in  oil-carrying  capacity,  and  as  the  dip  is  gentle,  and  the 
deepest  wells  so  far  drilled  are  shallow,  there  can  be  no  present  limit  set 
to  developments  in  this  direction. 

Well  Records. 

The  first  well  of  Rowland  &  Lacy  was  drilled  about  the  year  1880,  to 
a  depth  of  150  feet.  Well  No.  2,  drilled  in  1882.  had  the  same  depth, 
and  well  No.  3,  of  about  the  same  age,  was  260  feet  deep.  These  wells 
have  long  ceased  to  i)roduce,  but  an  old  report  states  that  they  made 
some  forty  or  fifty  barrels  per  month  (in  the  year  1887)  of  a  "rather 
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thick  maltha  of  about  20'^  Beaume. "  These  wells  were  just  south  of  the 
l)ed  of  a  canon  following  the  axis  of  the  anticline.  North  of  the  bed  of 
this  canon  was  a  line  of  small  eroppings  of  brea,  which  have  since  dis- 
appeared. It  is  to  be  supposed  that  these  first  wells  penetrated  only  an 
upper  ''tar  sand,"  possibly  only  a  seepage  deposit  due  to  a  little  local 
fault  along  the  anticlinal  axis. 

Well  No.  4  was  drilled  in  1886,  and  was  970  feet  deep.  Well  No.  5, 
drilled  in  the  same  year,  was  1220  feet  deep,  and  No.  6,  finished  in  1887, 
was  750  feet  deep.  These  wells  were  east  and  north  of  the  discovery 
wellSj  and  therefore  near  the  west  center  of  the  group.  During  the  first 
year  of  their  existence  these  wells  averaged  about  100  barrels  per  day 
for  the  three.  No.  4  being  the  most  productive.  The  gravity  of  this  oil 
approximated  32°  Beaume.  These  wells,  together  with  well  No.  7. 
which  was  drilled  in  1888  to  a  depth  of  867  feet,  are  still  on  the  pump, 
though  No.  8,  drilled  in  1887  to  a  depth  of  925  feet,  Avas  exhausted  and 
abandoned  after  twenty  years  of  service.  It  will  be  noted  that  No.  7 
IS  the  farthest  producer  to  the  west,  while  No.  8  is  surrounded  by  pro- 
ducing wells.  Considerable  local  vai-iations  of  this  sort  are  noted 
throughout  this  territory,  an  explanation  lying  in  the  fact  that  oil  is 
found,  not  in  extended  sand  beds,  but  in  small  lenses,  varying  in  thick- 
ness and  productive  value,  and  often  of  so  slight  an  extent  as  to  be 
found  in  but  a  single  well. 

Well  No.  9,  drilled  in  1889  to  a  depth  of  960  feet,  is  still  in  service. 
No.  10  appears  to  have  been  too  far  to  the  west  to  find  production  in  tht- 
upper  sand,  which  was  the  only  one  known  at  the  time  this  hole  was  put 
down.  It  was  abandoned  at  955  feet,  with  1^  barrels  heavy  oil  at  540 
feet,  but  nothing  below.  Nos.  11  and  13  were  producers  at  1055  and 
1075  feet,  respectively,  and  Avere  exhausted  after  pumping  for  thirteen 
and  sixteen  years.  Nos.  12  and  14  Avere  drilled  in  1889  to  depths  of 
1060  and  1140  feet,  and  are  still  producing.  These  Avells  are  on  tlu' 
north  line  of  developments.  AVell  No.  15,  toward  the  Avest  center  of 
the  group,  and  No.  16,  toAvard  the  northAvest  corner,  Avere  drilled  in 
1891,  and  are  still  on  the  production  list.  Well  No.  17,  Avhich  Avas  far 
to  the  northAvcst  of  any  of  the  other  Avells,  Avas  drilled  in  llie  same  year 
to  a  depth  of  1450  feet,  and  Avas  apparently  a  dry  hole. 

Well  No.  18  was  not  finished  until  1898,  and  was  abandoned  at  a 
depth  of  1440  feet.  It  is  surrounded  by  producers  of  less  depth,  and 
is  probably  a  spoiled  hole,  though  the  reason  for  abandoning  is  not 
known  with  certainty. 

Well  No.  19  is  just  Avest  of  No.  3,  one  of  the  original  shallow  holes, 
jind  is  probably  very  close  to  the  apex  of  the  anticline.  It  Avas  drilled 
in  1892,  and  is  still  a  producer  at  a  depth  of  710  feet.  This  well  is  a 
i(>markable  illustration  of  the  permanence  of  shalloAv  holes  in  moderately 
I'ard  formation. 
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Nos.  20,  21,  22  and  23  were  drilled  between  1892  and  1895,  and  are 
still  on  the  pump.  The  depths  of  these  wells  is  900  feet,  1200  feet,  1090 
feet  and  1213  feet,  respectively.  These  wells  are  all  on  the  south  limb 
of  the  anticline,  but  not  very  far  down  the  dip.  Well  No.  24,  drilled  in 
1893,  is  near  the  center  of  the  group  in  an  east  and  west  direction,  but 
is  at  the  south  limit  of  developments.  Tliis  hole  was  abandoned  at  a 
depth  of  145.5  feet,  wlien  drilled,  and  is  said  to  have  shown  but  very 
little  oil.  This  depth,  of  course,  is  not  enough  to  reach  the  lower  sands, 
if  they  exist  on  this  limb.  "Well  No.  25,  which  is  in  about  the  same  posi- 
tion on  the  formation,  but  farther  west,  was  put  on  the  pump  at  1265 
feet,  but  after  producing  a  small  quantity  for  five  and  one  half  years, 
was  abandoned  as  exhausted.  This  well  made  8  barrels  daily  when 
drilled,  but  in  two  j'cars  had  dropped  to  3  barrels  daily. 

Wells  having  numbers  from  26  to  35  were  drilled  between  1893  and 
1896,  and  are  still  producers.  The  depth  of  these  holes  ranges  from 
1175  feet  to  1540  feet.  They  are  all  near  the  apex,  or  a  short  distance 
down  the  south  dip. 

Wells  No.  36  and  No.  40  were  in  a  straight  line  Avith  the  apex  of  the 
anticline — that  is,  they  would  be  located  on  the  apex  if  the  formation 
extended  in  a  straight  line  this  far  to  the  ea.st.  They  were  about  one 
and  one  half  miles  east  of  the  center  of  the  group,  and  on  the  Rancho 
Rincon.  These  wells  were  drilled  in  1897,  to  1375  feet  and  1605  feet, 
respectively,  and  while  they  showed  traces  of  oil,  were  abandoned  as 
unprofitable.  It  is  said  that  these  wells  passed  through  several  thin 
sands  similar  in  character  to  those  met  farther  west,  but  containing  very 
little  oil. 

Well  No.  38  is  almost  due  south  of  No.  10,  and  at  the  western  limit  of 
development,  in  the  line  of  strike  with  the  Discovery  wells.  This  was  a 
dry  hole  at  1275  feet. 

Wells  No.  37,  1200  feet  deep.  No.  39,  1175  feet.  No.  41,  1455  feet, 
No.  42,  1290  feet,  and  No.  43.  1450  feet,  were  all  drilled  in  this  same 
year,  and  are  still  on  the  pump.  Well  No.  44  is  to  the  northeast  of 
other  wells  of  this  group.  It  was  drilled  in  1898,  is  1610  feet  deep,  and 
was  abandoned  as  exhausted  after  producing  for  ten  years.  Well  No.  46, 
which  is  due  west  of  No.  44,  but  somewhat  closer  to  the  apex  of  the 
anticline,  was  drilled  in  the  same  year,  and  was  abandoned  after  pump- 
ing for  two  months.  This  was  probably  due  to  mechanical  defects,  as 
No.  51,  drilled  immediately  adjacent  to  this  hole,  and  but  slightly 
deeper  (1215  feet)  is  still  producing.  Well  No.  47,  one  location  south- 
ea.st  of  No.  44,  was  abandoned  at  1030  feet,  and  never  produced — it  was 
probably  a  spoiled  hole. 

Wells  numbered  from  48  to  55  were  drilled  during  the  years  1898  and 
1899.  and  are  still  pumping.     The  depths  of  these  holes  ranges  from 
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1215  feet  to  1685  feet,  which  is  from  two  to  three  hundred  feet  greater 
than  the  depths  of  adjacent  holes  drilled  a  few  years  earlier. 

Wells  having  numbers  from  56  to  61  were  drilled  in  the  years  1900  to 
1JJ02  and  are  still  producing.  The  depths  of  these  wells  ranges  from 
1172  feet  to  1796  feet.  Well  No.  62  is  some  distance  to  the  southeast, 
and  the  farthest  south  of  any  well  in  the  group.  It  was  drilled  in  1901, 
is  1505  feet  deep,  and  is  apparently  a  dry  hole. 

Well  No.  64  is  a  prospect  hole,  a  short  distance  southeast  of  No.  38, 
and  though  carried  much  deeper,  was  entirely  barren.  This  well  was 
drilled  in  1902,  and  is  1614  feet  deep.  Numbers  63,  65,  66  and  67  were 
drilled  in  1902  and  1903,  and  are  still  producing.  These  wells  are 
respectively  1064  feet,  1927  feet,  1412  feet  and  1450  feet  deep. 

Well  No.  68,  located  between  Nos.  24  and  25,  but  farther  north, 
pumped  one  year  and  was  then  abandoned  as  exhausted.  This  well  went 
to  a  depth  of  1655  feet.  <>i-  440  feet  deeper  than  No.  25.  No.  69,  however, 
Avhich  is  in  a  correspoiiding  position  to  the  west  of  No.  25,  was  carried 
to  a  depth  of  1805  feet,  and  was  a  dry  hole.  This  well  is  farther  up  on 
the  formation  than  No.  25,  and  80  feet  deeper,  yet  the  latter  pumped 
for  five  years.  No.  70  was  the  last  well  drilled  in  1903.  and  is  a  producer 
at  1600  feet. 

No  further  development  work  was  done  until  the  year  1910,  when  wells 
No.  71  and  72  were  drilled,  to  depths  of  2340  feet  and  2226  feet,  respec- 
tively. It  will  be  noted  that  these  wells  are  nearly  1000  feet  deeper  than 
adjacent  wells  previously  drilled,  and  it  is  reported  that  they  have 
tapped  lowtM-  ;in(l  more  prolific  sands.  wh()S(»  existence  was  not  previously 
suspected.  I'rospecting  has  not  yet  been  advanced  sufficiently  to  deter- 
mine the  area  of  these  lower  sands.  The  oil  produced  by  well  No.  71  has 
the  ^'ravity  26.3",  which  is  about  1\°  heavier  than  the  present  average 
from  the  lease. 

On  the  Rowland  tract,  the  Puente  Oil  Company  drilled  eleven  wells, 
mnnbered  Rowland  No.  1  to  Rowland  No.  11.  These  wells  lie  to  the  east 
of  those  above  described.  But  two  of  these  wells  are  productive,  No.  4. 
which  lies  close  to  the  main  body  of  producers,  and  is  1400  feet  deep, 
and  Xo.  6,  which  appears  to  have  found  a  locally  rich  spot,  as  it  is  some 
distance  east  of  a  number  of  failures.  This  well  is  1809  feet  deep, 
whieh  considering  its  position  on  the  formation  is  shallower  than  either 
No.  8  or  No.  5,  which  were  dry  holes  at  1810  feet  and  1740  feet.  Well 
No.  3,  the  farthest  to  the  east,  was  a  dry  hole  at  1740  feet.  Well  No.  11. 
located  just  north  of  the  strike  of  the  anticlinal  axis,  was  carried  to  a 
depth  of  2281  feet,  and  is  reported  to  have  shown  only  traces.  These 
results  seem  to  indicate  that  at  least  the  upper  sands,  and  possibly  the 
lower  also,  considering  the  results  from  No.  11,  are  not  eonnnercially 
produftive  this  far  to  the  east. 
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But  little  information  is  available  as  to  the  former  output  of  the 
Puente  wells,  though  a  table  published  in  1894  gives  the  initial  output 
of  a  number  of  the  older  wells.  (Bulletin  11,  State  Mining  Bureau. 
W.  L.  Watts.) 

Well  No.  4,  drilled  in  1885,  had  an  initial  output  of  10  barrels  per 
day  of  rather  heavy  oil,  which  in  1894  had  shrunk  to  5  barrels  per  day. 
or  an  annual  decrease  of  about  5  per  cent.  This  well  is  still  on  the  pro- 
ducing list.  Well  No.  5,  located  close  to  No.  4,  shrunk  from  25  barrels 
daily  in  1886  to  6  barrels  daily  in  1894,  an  annual  decrease  of  about 
9  per  cent.  This  well  made  a  much  lighter  oil  than  No.  4 — aliout  30° 
Beaume. 

Well  No.  10,  at  the  western  end  of  the  group,  made  only  about  1^ 
barrels  of  heavy  oil,  and  was  never  produced.  Well  No.  7,  about  400 
feet  east,  started  off  in  the  year  1887  with  35  barrels  per  day  of  30°  oil, 
but  in  1894  had  dropped  to  3  barrels  daily — this  well  is  still  pumping. 
AVell  No.  16,  about  300  feet  east  of  No.  7,  was  drilled  in  1891,  and 
started  off  with  35  barrels  of  the  same  quality  of  oil.  In  1894  this  had 
dropped  to  8  barrels,  and  the  well  is  still  pumping. 

Well  No.  12,  which  is  on  the  north  line,  started  off  in  1888  with  35 
barrels  of  a  25°  oil.  In  1894  this  had  dropped  to  5  barrels,  but  the  well 
is  still  producing.  No.  14,  which  is  some  distance  to  the  southeast,  but 
still  on  the  north  line  of  production,  started  off  in  1889  with  10  barrels 
daily  of  heavy  oil  (probably  about  20°  Beaume),  and  had  dropped  to 
4  barrels  in  1894,  but  is  still  pumping. 

Well  No.  15,  toward  the  west  center  of  the  group,  made  35  barrels 
dailj'  of  a  30°  gravitj"-  oil,  when  brought  in  during  the  year  1890.  In 
1894,  after  four  years'  pumping,  it  was  still  making  25  barrels  daily,  and 
is  now  pumping.  No.  13,  500  feet  to  the  northeast,  came  in  during  1889 
with  15  barrels  daily  of  30°  oil,  and  in  1894  was  making  5  barrels  per 
day.     This  well  was  abandoned  as  exhausted  in  the  year  1902. 

Well  No.  8,  450  feet  southeast  of  No.  13,  and  due  east  of  No.  35.  was 
drilled  in  1888,  and  had  an  initial  output  of  19  barrels  of  30°  oil.  In 
1894  this  had  fallen  to  4  barrels  daily,  and  the  well  was  abandoned  as 
exhausted  in  1908,  after  pumping  twenty  years.  Well  No.  11,  400  feet 
southeast  of  No.  8,  and  close  to  the  center  of  the  group,  was  drilled  in 
1888,  and  produced  12  barrels  daily  of  a  25°  oil.  In  1894  this  had 
dropped  to  4^  barrels  per  day,  and  the  hole  was  abandoned  in  1904. 
after  pumping  sixteen  years. 

Wells  No.  23,  22  and  26  are  located  near  the  center  of  the  group,  in 
an  east  and  west  direction,  but  near  the  southern  limit  of  production, 
and  in  a  line  parallel  to  the  strike.  No.  23,  farthest  to  the  west,  wa.s 
drilled  in  1892,  came  in  at  60  barrels  per  day  of  35°  oil,  and  in  1894  had 
dropped  to  15  barrels  daily.  No.  22  was  drilled  in  the  same  year,  came 
in  with  150  barrels  of  the  same  oil,  and  in  1894  had  fallen  to  65  barrels. 
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Xo.  26,  900  feet  farther  east,  ^\■as  drilled  iu  1893,  and  had  au  initial  out- 
put of  125  barrels  of  the  same  oil,  which  had  fallen  in  one  year  to 
25  barrels  daily.  These  three  wells  are  still  producing.  "Well  No.  25, 
located  between  No.  2.3  and  No.  22,  but  about  300  feet  to  the  south,  came 
in  with  8  barrels  daily  of  heavy  oil,  which  in  one  year  dropped  to 
3  barrels  per  day.  This  well  was  pumped  for  five  and  a  half  years,  and 
then  abandoned  as  exhausted.  No.  24,  located  between  No.  22  and 
Xo.  26,  had  only  a  very  little  heavy  oil,  and  was  never  pumped. 

It  appears  that  where  there  was  some  little  gas  pressure,  as  iu  the 
wells  last  mentioned,  a  high  initial  production  was  had,  but  that  this 
broke  very  rapidly  to  a  small  output  which  was  sustained  for  a  long 
time.  Wells  showing  less  gas  originally  had  a  smaller  initial  output, 
tut  fell  away  less  rapidly,  and  finally  settled  down  to  about  the  same 
figure  as  the  gassy  wells. 

There  are  at  present  on  this  property,  including  the  ]\Ienges  wells 
noted  below,  53  producing  wells,  and  35  abandoned  holes.  Of  the 
latter  25  were  dry  holes,  or  .showed  only  traces  of  oil,  while  10  were 
jjumped  for  periods  varying  from  one  year  to  twenty  years. 

The  average  deptli  of  the  producing  wells  is  1324  feet,  with  a  maxi- 
imim  of  2340  feet  and  a  minimum  of  1210  feet.  Of  these  wells,  14  are 
less  than  1000  feet  in  depth,  and  26  more  than  1500  feet  deep. 

The  average  age  of  all  the  producing  wells  on  the  property  is  approxi- 
mately fifteen  and  one  half  years.  The  present  output  (year  1911)  is 
reported  at  33,000  barrels,  or  an  average  of  1.7  barrel  per  well  per  day. 
The  quality  of  the  oil  is  indicated  b}'  the  analyses  at  the  end  of  the 
chapter. 

All  of  the.se  wells  i)ump  on  the  jack,  and  make  almost  no  sand.  Some 
of  the  weRs  produce  considerable  Avater,  but  this  appears  to  be  entirely 
upper  water,  and  is  mainly  confined  to  the  older  wells,  where  the  light 
casings  used  have  suffered  with  the  lapse  of  time.  This  water  settles 
freely  from  the  oil,  and  there  is  no  water  trouble,  as  this  terra  is  usually 
understood. 

The  Puente  Oil  Company  also  operates  a  lease  in  the  light  oil  district 
of  the  Olinda  field. 

Menfj(s  Oil  Companii.  On  the  Grazide  tract,  now  under  lease  to  the 
Pico  Oil  Company,  and  lying  east  of  the  Puente  wells,  the  Menges  Oil 
Company  drilled  a  string  of  test  wells  across  the  anticline,  in  the  years 
1895  to  1901.  Grazide  Xo.  1,  far  to  the  southeast,  was  abandoned  at 
426  feet,  and  was  presumably  a  lost  hole.  Grazide  No.  3  is  the  farthest 
north  of  the  string  of  four  wells  across  the  anticline,  and  was  carried 
to  a  depth  of  1900  feet.  No.  2,  next  to  the  soutli,  to  1876  feet.  No.  4  to 
1950  feet,  and  No.  5,  the  farthest  south,  to  1244  feet.  All  these  wells 
were  abandoned  when  drilled,  and  wei-(>  llieii  considered  to  demonstrate 
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that  the  formation  Avas  nonproductive  at  this  end,  as  they  found  only 
traces  of  oil, 

TT.  B.  Scott  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company,  drilled  iu  1910, 
is  something  less  than  one  half  mile  south  of  the  nearest  producers  of 
the  Puente  Oil  Company,  and  slightly  closer  to  the  Avells  of  the  Orange 
Oil  Company.  This  hole  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  4275  feet  without 
encountering  the  slightest  indications  of  oil,  and  is  said  to  have  gone 
through  formation  notably  different  from  that  in  the  Puente  wells,  and 
yet  not  altogether  similar  to  that  of  the  Orange  wells.  This  hole  may  be 
considered  to  prove  that  the  failure  of  the  more  southerly  wells  of  the 
Puente  was  not  due  to  any  purely  local  cause,  and  that  there  is  no 
possibility  of  closing  the  gap  between  the  two  groups  of  wells. 

Buena  Vista  Oil  Company.  A  company  by  this  name  is  said  to  have 
drilled  one  of  the  holes,  apparently  dry  and  shallow,  near  the  northeast 
corner  of  fractional  section  27,  2-10.  Nothing  is  known  as  to  the 
history  of  this  well. 

Morning  Star  Oil  Company  or  Morningside  Oil  Company.  Near  the 
Buena  Vista  well  above  referred  to  is  another  hole,  said  to  have  been 
drilled  by  a  company  with  some  such  name  as  above.  No  information 
obtainable. 

Union  Oil  Company  of  California — La  Hahra.  On  the  north  bank 
of  the  eaiion,  in  the  northeast  corner  of  section  33,  2-10,  are  two  holes 
drilled  by  the  Union  Oil  Company  about  the  year  1890.  One  of  these 
holes  appears  to  have  found  some  showing  of  oil,  but  both  were  aban- 
doned and  apparently  pulled. 

QUALITY    OF   PUENTE   OIL. 

As  will  be  noted  from  the  analyses  following,  the  oils  of  Puente  have 
about  the  same  gravity  range  as  those  of  Whittier,  ten  degrees  Beaume. 
They  lie  higher  in  the  scale  than  the  AVhittier  output,  but  otherwise 
resemble  it  strongly. 

These  oils  are  characterized  by  the  low  yield  of  light  products  for 
any  given  gravity,  no  engine  distillate  appearing  below  22°  Beaume, 
and  no  gasoline  below  25°.  On  the  other  hand,  the  sulfur  content  is 
lower  than  that  of  almost  any  other  oil  in  the  State,  and  all  the  products 
of  the  oil  come  from  the  crude  still  in  a  high  state  of  purity.  This 
gives  these  oils  considerably  greater  value  than  the  percentage  composi- 
tion shown  by  the  analyses  would  indicate. 

The  paraffin  in  these  oils,  which  is  almost  always  sufficient  in  quantity 
to  render  the  lubricating  stock  useless  Avithout  filtration,  shows  much 
more  tendency  to  crystallize  than  is  usually  the  case  with  California  oils. 
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4415.* 

Puente  Oil  Company.     Rowland   No.   15. 
Gravity   21.o'    BeaumL- 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid  oil.  of  a  brownish-black  color,  and  a  mild,  sweet  odor. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  IL'.")  t-.c.  distilled  from  copper,  first  two  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
steam  of  gas.     Distilliation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 20.3  per  cent  41.3°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 21.1  per  cent  31.4° 

Third  cut 51.2  per  cent  20.1° 

Fixed  carbon 7.4  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 
■  coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline Gl°  Beaume  None 

Engine   distillate   52°  None 

Kerosene   42°  19.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil .33°  20.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.3°  1G.2  per  cent  i  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock Solid  20.3  per  cent  )  20.1° — 42..5% 

Asphalt    '"I)"  1S.5  per  cent,  or  04.9  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 
The  heavy  distillate  was  of  unusually  dark  color,  and  contained  so 
much  paraffin  that  it  solidified  as  it  fell  from  the  condenser.     The 
1  educed  stock  was  a  stiff  jelly. 

4414.* 

Puente  Oil   Company.     Rowland   No.  58. 
Gravity 22.2  ''    Beaume 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid  oil  of  a  brownish-black  color  and  a  sweet,  gassy  odor. 
Di<>tillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled   from  copper,   first   two  cuts  dry.   last  cut   in   a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  a  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  (;ut 14.1  per  cent  42.3°  Beaunit' 

Second  cut 2.").4  per  cent  .37.0° 

Third  cut .j2.9percent  22.7° 

Fixed  carbon  ^        _    7.<J  grauis  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  percent 

On  calculation  of  the  carbon  to  asphalt,  and  reduction  of  the  l;l^l  rui 
in  a  stream  of  gas,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

(iasoline 01°  Beaume  .None 

Fngine  distillate 52°  .\one 

Kerosene   42°  1."..0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  27.5  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate 29.5°  17.0  per  cent  /  Slop  distillat.- 

Reduced  stock 15.4°  20.0  per  cent  \  22.7°— 38..V/ 

Asphalt   "D"  19.0  per  cent,  or  t)0.7  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 
•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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The  light  products  from  this  oil  ran  rather  dark,  and  treated  only 
fairly  well.  The  heavy  distillate  gave  a  reduced  stock  of  medium 
viscosity,  a  pale  color,  and  free  from  paraffin. 

4416.* 

Puente  Oil  Company.     Rowland   No.  54. 

Gravity 2.5.2°  Beaum6 

This  i.s  a  limpid  oil  of  a  brownish-black  color,  with  a  mild,  sweet  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  175  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distilled  to  a  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cut  6.0  per  cent  52.3°  Beaume 

Second  cut 23.7  per  cent  42.1° 

Third  cut 11.5  per  cent  33.0° 

Fourth  cut 50.5  per  cent  24.5° 

Fixed   carbon   8.3  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 

carbon  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  None 

Engine   distillate   52°  6.5  per  cent 

Ivprosene   42°  23.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  11.5  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.0"  22.2  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced   stock   14.7°  1.5.5  per  cent  \  24.5° — 37.7% 

Asphalt   "D"  20.8  per  cent,  or  73.0  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  lisrht  products  from  this  oil  ran  pale  from  the  still,  and  treated 
out  with  the  test  acid  to  water-white  and  very  sweet  oils.  The  lubri- 
cating distillate  gave  a  reduced  stock  of  pale  and  rich  green  color,  but 
almost  solid  with  paraffin. 

4418.* 

Puente  Oil   Company.      Rowland   No.  71. 

Gravity 20.3°  Beaume 

This  is  a  limpid  oil,  of  a  black  color  with  greenish  tinge,  and  a  mild,  sweet  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  100  c.c.  distilled  from  coppei",  first  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  a  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cjt 9.S  per  cent  51.8°  Baunie 

Second  cut 16.1  per  cent  42.1° 

Third  cut 17.2  per  cent  32.8° 

Fourth  cut 50.7  per  cent  23.4° 

Fixed  carbon 6.2  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

*Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 
carbon  to  asphalt,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  shown : 

Gasoline Gl°  Beaum6  None 

Engine   distillate   52°  9.5  per  cent 

Kerosene   42°  16.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  17.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate   32.7°  15.8  per  cent  ^  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 14.1°  25.7  per  cent  (23.4° — il.5% 

Asphalt   "D"  15.5  per  cent,  or  54.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  ran  very  pale  and  sweet,  and  treated  out  readily 
to  water-white  oils.  The  lubricating  stock  shows  some  crystallization, 
and  the  reduced  stock,  though  of  good  color,  is  quite  solid  with  paraffin. 

2422.* 

Puente  Oil   Company.     Rowland   No.  50. 

Gravity - 26.8°  Beaum4 

This  is  a  very  limpid,  brownish-black  oil,  with  a  mild,  sweet  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  100  c.c,  distilled  from  glass  to  a  temperature  of  518°  Fahrenheit. 
Residue  reduced  to  asphalt  by  open  evaporation,  and  the  weight  corrected 
(factor  X  0.8)  for  oxidation  during  evaporation.  The  original  figures  are 
as  follows : 

Below  212°  F 0.5  per  cent 

212   to  302° 10.0  per  cent  59.2°  Beaumg 

302  to  518° 28.0  per  cent  43.6° 

Residue   above   518° 59.0  per  cent  15.5° 

Loss    2.5  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

After  evaporation  of  the  residue  to  asphalt,  and  calculation,  the  above 

figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  6.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  6.0  per  cent 

Kerosene   42°  26.5  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 35.5  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt   "D"  26.0  per  cent,  or  91.2  lbs.  per  bbl. 

lOO.O  per  cent 


•Analysis  by  E.  N.  Moor. 
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3400.* 

Puente  Oil   Company.     Rowland  lease,  a   mixture. 

Gravity _ 26.8°  Beaum6 

Distillation. 

A  .sample  of  100  c.c,  distilled  from  glass  to  a  temperature  of  518°  F.     Residue 
from  this  di-stillation  reduced  to  "D"  asphalt  in  vacuum.     Lubricating  stock 
from  this  run  reduced  to  a  22.3°  stock  in  vacuum.     The  results  from  the 
three  distillations  are : 
Crude  oil. 

Below  302°  F 12.5  per  cent  58.8°  Beaum6 

302  to  518° 29.0  per  cent  42.4° 

Residue   above    518° 57.0  per  cent 

Loss    1.5  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 
Residue  from  above. 

Lubricating  stock 33.0  per  cent 

Asphalt    24.0  per  cent 


57.0  per  cent 
Lubricating  stock  from  above. 

Fuel  distillate 15.0  per  cent 

Reduced  stock 18.0  per  cent 


27.3°  Beaume 
Grade  "D" 


32.5°  Beaume 
22.3° 


33.0  per  cent 

On  bringing  these  figures  together,  they  give  the  following  com- 
mercial analysis: 

Gasoline 61°  Beaumg 

Engine  distillate 52° 

Kerosene 42° 

Fuel  distillate 32.4° 

Reduced  stock 22.3° 

Asphalt   "D" 

Loss 


8.5  per  cent  (about) 

5.5  per  cent 
28.0  per  cent 
15.0  per  cent 
18.0  per  cent 
24.0  per  cent,  or  84.2  lbs.  per  bbl. 

1.0  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 


4417.t 
Puente  Oil   Company.     Rowland  lease,  a  mixture. 

Gravity 27.8°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  limpid  oil  of  a  brownish-black  color,  and  a  mild,  sweet  odor. 

Distillatioti. 

A  sample  of  100  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distilled  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 13.5  per  cent  51.9°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 10.4  per  cent  42.7° 

Third  cut 36.8  per  cent  33.1° 

Fourth  cut   32.1  per  cent  24.1° 

Fixed  carbon 7.2  grams  per  100  c.c. 


100.0  per  cent 


♦Analysis  by  Wayne  Colver. 
tAnalysis  by  J.   P.  P. 
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On  calculation  of  the  carbon  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  com- 
mercial analysis: 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  13.5  per  cent 

Kerosene   42°  11.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  35.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate  and  lubricants 24.1°  22.5  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt   "D"  18.0  per  cent,  or  63.2  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  ran  very  pale  and  sweet,  and  treated 
out  of  the  highest  grade  products.  The  lubricating  stock  was  sweet,  and 
of  medium  color  and  viscosity. 

7475.* 

Puente  Oil  Company.     Rowland   Nos.  3,  4,  5  and  6. 

Gravity ' 28.7°  (0.882  sp.  gr.) 

This  sample  was  collected  and  analyzed  in  the  year  1880,  when  these  wells 
were  less  than  one  year  old. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  500  c.c.  wa.s  distilled  from  a  copper  retort,  using  neither  steam 
nor  gas.  Distillation  was  carried  to  300°  C,  but  the  properties  of  the 
residue  were  not  noted. 

Below  100°  C 10.6  per  cent  05.2°  Beaume 

100  to  125° 8.7  per  cent  57.4° 

125  to  150° 7.7  per  cent  51.6° 

150  to  200° 10.2  per  cent  44.3° 

200  to  250° 7.2  per  cent  35.7° 

250  to  300° 6.0  per  cent  28.9° 

Residue    49.6  per  cent  Not  recorded. 

100.0  per  cent 

This  is  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61"  Bcaum4  20  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  7i)ercent 

Kerosene   42°  14  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  4  per  cent  (about) 

Residue  below  stove  oil 55  per  cent 


100  per  cent 


•Analysis  by  W.  D.  Johnston. 
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2426.* 

Puente  Oil  Company.     Rowland   No.  61. 

Gravity  29.1"  Beaum6 

Viscosity  at  70°  F 4.22  Redwood 

Flash  point 60°   F.    (open  test) 

Fire  point 98°  F.   (open  test) 

This  is  a  limpid,  brownish-black  oil,  with  a  mild,  sweet  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  100  c.c.  distilled  from  glass  to  a  temperature  of  518°  F.  Residue 
reduced  to  asphalt  by  open  evaporation,  and  weight  corrected  (factor  X  0.8) 
for  oxidation  during  evaporation.     The  original  figures  are  as  follows : 

Below  212°  F 3.0  per  cent 

212  to  302° 18.0  per  cent  58.2°Beaume 

302  to  518° 24.0  per  cent  41.4° 

Residue  above  518° 55.0  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

After  evaporation  of  the  residue  to  asphalt,  and  calculation,  the  above 

figures   are    approximately    equivalent   to    the    following    commercial 

analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  20.0  per  cent  (about) 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene   42°  22.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 35.9  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt   "D"  22.1  per  cent,  or  77.6  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

7434.t 
Puente  Oil   Company.     Rowland   No.   66. 

Gravity 29.5°  Beaume 

Viscosity  at  60°   F __2.35  Redwood 

Viscosity  at  185°  F 1.23  Redwood 

Sulfur 0.36  per  cent  by  weight 

Thermal  value 19,258  British  thermal  units 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  glass  flask,  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  212°  F 8.0  per  cent  62.7°  Baume 

212  to  302° 15.4  per  cent  51.4° 

302  to  392° 9.0  per  cent  41.7° 

392  to  482° 10.1  per  cent  30.4" 

482  to  572° 15.0  per  cent  31.9° 

572°  to  grade — a 23.1  per  cent  28.0° 

572°  to  grade — b 5.7  per  cent  28.4° 

Asphalt    13.1  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Loss    0.6  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 


♦Analysis  by  E.  N.  Moor. 
tAnalysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
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These   figures   are   closely   equivalent  to  the   following   commercial 

analysis : 

Gasoline '. Gl°  Beaum6  11.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  8.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  14.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  24.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 28.1°  29.3  per  cent 

Asphalt   "D"  13.1  per  cent 

Loss O.G  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 


5416. 


Puente  Oil  Company.     Rowland  No.  34. 

Gravity 32.5°  Beaumg 

This  is  a  very  limpid  oil  of  a  brownish-black  color,  with  a  mild,  sweet  odor. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 1.J.2  per  cent  00.8°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 12.4  per  cent  52.0° 

Third  cut 13.5  per  cent  42.0° 

Fourth  cut 17.0  per  cent  33.0° 

Fifth  cut 3G.9  per  cent  22.6° 

Fixed  carbon 5.0  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of 
the  carbon  to  asphalt,  these  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  com- 
mercial analysis: 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  15.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  12.5  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  33.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  17.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 30.1°  15.3  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 13.0°  14.2  per  cent  \  22.6°— 29.5% 

Asphalt  "D"  12.5  per  cent,  or  43.9  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  thi.s  crude  ran  white  and  sweet,  and  are  of 
the  best  quality.  The  lubricating  stock  was  of  good  color,  and  gave  a 
reduced  stock  of  medium  to  low  viscosity,  showing  only  a  trace  of 
crystallization. 


•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

FULLERTON  FIELD. 

The  title  FuUerton  is  ordinarily  applied  to  the  entire  group  of  wells 
lying  along  the  lower  reaches  of  Brea  Caiion,  and  on  the  hills  to  the  east, 
in  the  northern  portions  of  townships  3  S.  10  W.  and  3  S.  9  W.  The 
Puente  wells  are  by  general  consent  omitted  from  this  group. 

The  western  portion  of  this  district,  from  the  west  line  of  section 
2,  3-10  to  the  east  line  of  the  Union  Oil  Company's  Sansinena  property, 
sections  6  and  7,  3-9,  is  often  considered  separately  imder  the  name 
Brea  Caiion,  while  the  wells  east  of  this  limit  and  extending  into  section 
10,  3-9,  are  known  as  the  Olinda  wells.  This  division  originated  at  a 
time  when  the  older  wells,  those  near  the  mouth  of  the  Brea  Canon  and 
at  Olinda  station,  Avere  separated  by  a  wide  stretch  of  undrilled  terri- 
tory, and  has  since  been  shoAxn  to  be  quite  arbitrary,  later  developments 
having  covered  the  intervening  ground  without  discovering  any  mater- 
ial variation  in  underground  conditions.  It  is  here  retained  as  a  matter 
of  convenience,  and  it  will  be  understood  that,  as  here  used,  the  name 
Fullerton  covers  the  entire  field;  Brea  Caiion  the  wells  on  and  to  the 
west  of  the  Sansinena  and  Stearns  tracts,  and  Olinda  the  wells  east  of 
this  boundary. 

Topography.  The  Fullerton  field  lies  on  the  foothills  of  the  Puente 
range.  To  the  northwest  of  the  field,  where  the  Puente  wells  are 
located,  the  trend  of  the  hills  is  east  and  west,  and  the  hilly  strip  is 
narrow,  not  more  than  two  miles  in  a  north  and  south  direction  inter- 
vening between  Chino  and  La  Habra  valleys.  But  to  the  northeast  and 
east  of  the  field  the  hills  are  rougher  and  cover  a  much  wider  territory, 
the  distance  from  the  mouth  of  Telegraph  Caiion  to  the  flat  land  near 
the  toAATi  of  Chino  being  about  eight  miles.  The  hills  at  this  point  take 
a  southeasterly  course. 

Brea  Canon  penetrates  this  hill  range,  with  a  course  generally  from 
northeast  to  southwest,  but  near  the  east  line  of  to^Tiship  3-10  it  turns 
to  the  west,  then  to  the  northwest  to  the  point  where  it  is  joined  by 
Caiiada  del  Rodeo,  then  west  again,  and  finally  turns  south  to  La  Habra 
Valley.  West  of  the  mouth  of  the  canon  is  an  abrupt  spur,  making 
off  from  the  main  range  in  a  southwesterly  direction — some  of  the  best 
wells  in  the  field  are  located  on  this  spur. 

East  and  south  of  Brea  Caiion  is  a  hill  some  four  hundred  feet  in 
height  and  about  two  miles  long,  its  northern  face  rising  abruptly  from 
the  caiion  bed,  while  the  southern  slopes  off  gently  to  the  valley.  The 
earlier  wells  at  this  end  of  the  field  were  on  the  northern  face  and  the 
apex  of  this  ridge,  but  drilling  has  now  been  carried  some  distance 
doAvn  the  southern  slope. 
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At  its  eastern  end  this  hill  merges  in  the  southwesterly  slope  of  the 
main  range.  On  sections  8  and  9  the  surface  slopes  to  the  southwest, 
directly  to  the  valley,  but  Soquel  and  Telegraph  carious  enter  near  the 
southeast  corner  of  section  9,  the  town  of  Olinda  being  situated  in  a 
little  pocket,  and  separated  from  the  valley  on  the  south  by  a  low  ridge. 
Drilling  has  been  carried  over  this  southwest  slope  as  far  back  as  the 
northeast  corner  of  section  8  and  the  east  line  of  section  9,  and  has  also 
been  continued  over  the  ridge,  at  its  western  and  lower  end.  The 
surface  of  the  field  as  a  whole  is  smooth  and  accessible,  though  the  hills 
immediately  back  of  the  developed  portion  are  quite  steep  and  rough. 

Underground  Structure.  The  geology  of  this  country  wa.s  fully 
covered,  at  least  so  far  as  it  was  known  at  that  time,  in  Bulletin  309  of 
the  United  States  Geological  Survey  (Geo.  H.  Eldridge).  It  need  here 
be  described  in  only  the  most  general  manner. 

The  Brea  Caiion  sands  approach  the  surface  near  the  center  of  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  1,  dip  toward  the  southwest,  and  have 
been  proven  u\)  for  a  distance  of  one  and  one  quarter  miles  east  and 
west,  and  about  one  half  mile  north  and  south.  Several  sands  are 
found  at  various  depths,  these  lying  from  500  feet  to  2000  feet  below 
the  surface  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  1,  and  from  1700  feet 
to  2600  feet  at  the  western  end  of  the  strip.  These  sands  all  produce  a 
moderate  gravity  black  oil.  Below  these  layers  a  deeper  sand  has  been 
found  in  two  or  three  wells  (notably  in  Birch  No.  5)  at  depths  ranging 
from  3000  to  4000  feet.  This  sand  flows  large  quantities  of  a  very  light 
oil,  under  high  gas  pressure. 

The  limits  of  this  group  are  set  on  two  sides  only.  On  the  north,  a 
zone  of  faulting  follows  in  a  general  way  the  south  line  of  Rancho 
Puente,  the  formations  north  of  this  fault  being  of  a  quite  different 
character  from  the  producing  formations  to  the  south,  and  apparently 
entirely  barren  (see  W.  B.  Scott  Oil  Company).  At  the  eastern  end  of 
the  group  the  sands  become  but  slightly  productive  as  they  approach  the 
surface,  though  it  is  not  certain  that  some  extension  may  not  be  made 
to  the  east  or  the  northeast  (see  Edison  Oil  Company). 

No  limit  has  been  indicated  to  the  west,  but  if  the  present  rate  of 
deepening  persists  in  that  direction  no  great  extension  is  possible.  On 
the  south,  the  4200-foot  dry  hole  of  the  Syndicate,  on  the  north  line  of 
section  11,  sets  a  limit  one  half  mile  south  of  present  developments,  and 
it  is  certain  that  the  sands  are  within  reach  over  at  least  a  part  of  the 
intervening  distance. 

The  sands  underlying  the  ridge  south  of  Brea  Canon,  on  sections  1, 
6  and  7,  dip  to  the  south  or  southwest,  and  are  faulted  away  in  the  bed 
of  Brea  Canon,  several  attempts  to  the  uortli  of  this  line  having  resulted 
in  failure.  Developments  are  still  going  south  and  southwest,  but  have 
already  reached  a  considerable  depth. 
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East  of  the  southeast  corner  of  section  6  the  fault  line  takes  off  to  the 
north,  but  a  sharply  folded  or  faulted  anticline  continues  in  the  same 
direction  to  the  east,  across  the  northern  part  of  section  8.  Only  a  few 
wells  have  been  drilled  on  the  north  limb,  which  dips  steeply  and  has 
not  been  very  productive. 

The  south  limb  forms  practically  a  monocline,  dipping  generally 
south  a  little  west,  but  with  minor  flexures,  and  covering  almost  the  full 
depth  of  section  8.  Several  sands  are  found  at  different  depths,  ranging 
from  800  feet  to  1500  feet  on  the  east  line  of  the  section,  and  from  1300 
feet  to  3350  feet  on  the  southwest  quarter.  In  general,  the  lower  sands 
make  a  heavier  oil  than  the  upper,  and  along  the  south  line  of  develop- 
ments all  the  oil  is  heavy.  Considerable  water  is  produced  with  the  oil 
on  this  side  the  field. 

No  limit  has  been  set  at  the  southwest,  except  by  Graham-Loftus  No. 
27,  which  found  some  oil,  but  had  too  much  water  to  handle.  It  is 
highly  probable  that  some  at  least  of  the  intervening  space  will  later  be 
drilled.  Developments  are  still  going  to  the  south,  with  no  limit  set, 
but  at  the  southeast  corner  the  Olinda  Crude  thoroughly  tested  the 
ground,  and  found  it  nonproductive. 

The  long  and  narrow  string  of  wells  extending  across  section  9  is  in  a 
different  and  older  formation.  These  wells  were  drilled  in  highly  dis- 
turbed rocks,  practically  in  a  fault  zone,  and  produce  a  lighter  oil  than 
the  sands  farther  west,  from  layers  of  firm  sand  or  sandstone. 

"With  this  one  exception,  the  oils  of  Fullerton  are  found  in  beds  of 
sand,  which  are  generally  rather  coherent.     For  this  reason  very  little 
sand  is  produced  with  the  oil,  and  this  mainly  along  the  southern 
margin  of  the  field. 
Brea  Canon  Wells. 

One  hundred  and  five  wells  have  been  drilled  in  the  Brea  Caiion 
division  of  the  field,  of  which  seventy-four  are  producing,  eleven  were 
drilling  in  January,  1912,  and  twenty  had  been  abandoned.  The 
records  of  these  developments,  so  far  as  obtainable,  are  as  follows : 

Cornerstone  Oil  Company.  A  company  under  this  name  is  said  to 
be  drilling  on  the  northeast  corner  of  section  4,  3-10. 

Orange  Oil  Company.  This  company  has  three  wells  on  an  irregu- 
larly shaped  tract  in  the  north  half  of  section  2,  3-10.  Well  No.  1,  the 
farthest  to  the  west,  was  drilled  in  1908,  and  is  a  fair  pumping  well  at 
2685  feet.  Well  No.  2,  some  distance  to  the  east  along  the  south  prop- 
erty line,  was  drilled  in  1909,  and  is  2900  feet  deep.  This  was  for  a 
long  time  a  flowing  well,  and  an  excellent  producer,  being  rated  at  300 
barrels  daily.  Well  No.  3  was  started  in  1910,  and  at  last  reports  was 
drilling  at  3240  feet. 

Pico  Oil  Company.  This  company  has  two  wells  on  an  irregular 
tract  in  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  2,  3-10.     In  No.  1  the  casing 
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collapsed  at  1750  feet,  and  the  hole  was  abandoned.  Well  No.  2  was 
drilled  in  1910,  and  was  a  heavy  producer  at  2825  feet,  flowing  upwards 
of  600  barrels  per  day  of  an  oil  of  27.5°  Beaume. 

Crown  of  the  Valley  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company,  on  the 
property  now  owned  by  the  Pico  Oil  Company,  was  drilled  in  1901,  and 
abandoned  as  a  dry  hole.     It  is  said  to  be  about  1800  feet  deep. 

Edison  Oil  Company.  This  well  was  located  at  the  eastern  extremity 
of  the  Pico  property,  just  south  of  the  line  of  Rancho  Rincon  de  la  Brea. 
It  was  drilled  in  1900,  and  carried  to  a  depth  of  860  feet.  At  this  depth 
it  flowed  some  sixty  barrels  of  oil,  but  the  light  casing  collapsed, 
pinched  the  tubing  and  let  upper  water  into  the  sands,  upon  which  the 
hole  was  abandoned. 

Fullerton  Oil  Company.  The  Brea  Canon  lease  of  the  FuUerton  Oil 
Company  is  an  irregular  tract  in  the  north  half  of  section  2,  3-10.  On 
this  there  are  nine  wells,  all  but  one  of  which  are  producers. 

Well  No.  1,  drilled  in  1907,  is  a  producer  at  about  2100  feet.  Nos.  2 
and  3,  drilled  in  1908,  are  producers  at  2500  feet  and  1700  feet  respect- 
ively. Well  No.  4  is  still  drilling,  now  down  some  800  feet,  having  had 
much  trouble  with  lost  tools. 

Well  No.  5  is  a  producer  at  about  3400  feet,  and  No.  6  at  about  3300 
feet.  No.  7  produces  from  about  2675  feet,  and  No.  8  from  2670  feet. 
Well  No.  9  is  a  producer  at  some  3400  feet.  It  is  said  that  in  this  well 
no  oil  was  found  above  the  3300-foot  level. 

These  wells  all  pump  on  the  beam,  and  make  a  very  light  oil,  similar 
to  that  from  the  Orange  and  Pico  leases.  The  Fullerton  Oil  Company 
also  operates  properties  in  section  9,  3-9,  Olinda  field,  and  section  25, 
2-11,  Whittier  field. 

Birch  Oil  Company — Menges  Oil  Company.  The  old  lease  of  the 
Menges  Oil  Company  in  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  2,  3-10,  is  now 
o\Mied  and  operated  by  the  Birch  Oil  Company.  On  this  tract  there  are 
five  producing  wells  and  three  drilling. 

Well  No.  1  of  the  Menges  was  the  first  well  completed  west  of  Brea 
Canon.  It  was  drilled  in  1900,  and  is  a  producer  at  1630  feet.  Well 
No.  2  was  drilled  in  1904,  and  is  also  on  the  beam  at  2430  feet. 

Well  No.  3  was  drilled  in  1907,  and  produces  from  the  2550-foot  level. 
Well  No.  4  was  drilled  in  the  following  year,  and  is  almost  exactly  the 
same  depth,  2440  feet.  These  wells  all  draw  from  an  upper  sand,  and 
produce  a  moderately  light  oil,  somewhat  like  that  of  the  Brea  Caiion 
Oil  Company's  lighter  wells. 

Well  No.  5  was  finished  in  1911,  and  was  a  large  flowing  well  at  3940 
feet.  This  well  has  been  a  remarkably  steady  producer,  and  is  still 
doing  about  2400  barrels  per  day.  The  gravity  of  the  oil  is  higher, 
27.9°  Beaume,  and  the  oil  is  accompanied  by  a  large  amount  of  gas. 
Wells  No.  6,  7  and  8  are  now  drilling  (June,  1912). 
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The  Pacific  Gasoline  Company  operates  a  compressor  plant  on  this 
lease  for  the  manufacture  of  gasoline  from  the  excess  gas,  of  which  there 
is  a  large  quantity.  This  plant  is  said  to  have  been  more  than  usually 
successful. 

Brca  Canon  Oil  Company.  This  company  was  the  pioneer  in  the 
Brea  Canon  field,  having  commenced  operations  in  the  year  1900.  The 
property  of  this  company  is  an  irregular  tract  in  the  east  half  of  section 
2,  3-10  and  the  west  half  of  section  1,  3-10.  On  this  property  there  are 
twenty-six  wells,  of  which  twenty-two  are  producing,  three  are  aban- 
doned, and  one  is  drilling  (March,  1912). 

"Well  No.  1  is  a  producer  at  1011  feet,  and  in  spite  of  its  age  is  said 
to  be  still  doing  about  seven  barrels  per  day.  Well  No.  2  was  a 
spoiled  hole  (lost  tools)  at  1350  feet.  Well  No.  3,  which  is  only  500 
feet  deep,  was  pumped  for  ten  years,  but  lately  abandoned  as  exhausted. 
This  is  the  farthest  east  of  any  well  on  the  lease,  and  very  close  to  the 
upper  edge  of  the  sands. 

Only  scattering  information  is  available  as  to  the  wells  up  to  No.  15. 
These  wells  are  all  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  property,  and  are  all 
producers.  Wells  No.  11  and  No.  12  are  flowing  wells,  the  balance  are 
on  the  pump.  The  output  for  the  ten  wells  from  No.  4  to  No.  13  is  said 
to  average  18  barrels  per  well  per  day.  Well  No.  4  is  1650  feet  deep, 
No.  5  is  1200  feet.  No.  6  is  1500  feet,  No.  7  is  1470  feet.  No.  11  is  1250 
feet.  No.  12  is  1518  feet,  and  No.  13  is  2655  feet  deep.  No.  14  is  said 
to  be  a  better  producer,  averaging  30  barrels  per  day. 

Well  No.  15  is  1486  feet  deep.  No.  17  is  2200  feet,  and  No.  18  is  1100 
feet  deep.  The  output  of  these  four  avcUs  is  said  to  average  12  barrels 
per  well  per  day.  No.  19  is  a  producer  at  2000  feet  and  is  said  to  be 
good  for  about  25  barrels  daily,  while  Nos.  20  and  21  are  good  for  about 
the  same  amount. 

Well  No.* 22  was  carried  to  3002  feet,  and  made  60  barrels  daily. 
The  output  of  this  well  is  about  the  same  as  that  of  No.  24,  which  is 
only  2200  feet  deep.  Well  No.  23  was  a  spoiled  hole  (lost  tools). 
No.  25.  drilled  in  1910,  was  2000  feet  deep,  and  No.  26  was  still  drilling 
at  last  reports. 

The  oil  from  these  wells  runs  from  18°  to  24°  Beaume,  and  averages 
about  21°.  The  heaviest  oil  and  smallest  production  is  at  the  upper 
edge  of  the  fonnation,  at  the  northeast  corner,  the  lighter  oil  and  larger 
productions  to  the  southwest.  Neither  the  depth  nor  the  output 
increases  very  rapidly  in  this  direction,  and  the  test  made  on  No.  22 
apparently  discouraged  further  search  for  a  deep  sand,  as  the  later  wells 
have  been  finished  at  a  slight  depth. 
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Olinda  Wells. 

Delaware  Union  Oil  Company — Graham  Loftus  Oil  Company.  The 
tract  in  the  south  half  of  section  2,  3-10,  formerly  owned  by  the 
Graham-Loftus  Oil  Company,  passed  to  the  Delaware  Union  Oil  Com- 
pany during  1911. 

On  this  tract  there  are  five  wells,  of  which  two  were  producing  and 
three  drilling  when  last  visited.  The  depth  of  the  producing  wells  is 
not  certainly  known,  but  is  said  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  2500  feet. 
They  produce  an  oil  of  about  18°  Beaume. 

Syndicate  Petroleum  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  is  on  the 
we.st  side  of  Brea  Canon,  on  the  north  line  of  section  11.  It  was  drilled 
in  1910  to  a  depth  of  some  4200  feet,  and  was  abandoned.  It  is  said  to 
have  been  barren. 

Union  Oil  Company — Sansinena  Tract — Stearns  Tract.  The  San- 
sinena  lease  covers  a  large  area  in  sections  1  and  12,  3-10,  and  in  sec- 
tions 6.  7  and  8,  3-9  (see  field  map).  The  Stearns  lease  lies  just  to  the 
south,  in  sections  7,  3-9  and  12,  3-10.  On  these  tracts  there  are  fifty- 
three  wells,  of  which  thirty-six  are  producing,  ten  have  been  abandoned, 
and  seven  were  drilling  in  January,  1912. 

These  wells  lie  in  two  groups,  the  western,  next  to  the  Brea  Caiion 
property,  and  including  Nos.  1,  2,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  18,  19,  20,  22  and  25, 
producing  a  light  oil  from  a  slight  depth,  while  the  balance  of  the 
wells,  along  the  creek  and  on  the  hills  to  the  south,  make  a  much  heavier 
oil.  The  output  from  the  wells  immediately  in  the  creek  bed,  which  are 
in  the  Brea  Canon  fault  or  just  to  the  south  of  this  line  of  disturbance, 
is  somewhat  more  viscous  than  that  from  the  deeper  wells  just  to  the 
south,  though  a  tendency  toward  increase  in  weight  and  viscosity  is 
noted  in  passing  from  these  latter  wells  to  those  farthest  south  on  the 
lease. 

The  first  two  wells  were  respectively  1000  feet  and  1300  feet  deep, 
and  were  only  small  producers  when  new.  No  information  can  be  had 
as  to  the  later  wells  in  this  group,  but  it  is  probable  that  they  are  of 
about  the  depth  of  the  Brea  Caiion  wells  just  west,  and  they  appear  to 
be  small  producers.     All  these  wells  are  pumping  except  No.  11. 

The  earlier  wells  in  the  eastern  group  were  drilled  in  the  creek  bed, 
where  there  is  a  large  brea  deposit  on  the  south  bank,  and  some  indi- 
cation of  faulting.  These  wells  are  shallow,  few  over  1500  feet,  and  the 
oil  is  very  heavy  on  this  side,  about  15°  Beaume.  The  production  of 
these  wells  has  fallen  to  a  very  low  figure,  and  several  have  been  pulled 
out.  Well  No.  30a,  situated  north  of  the  creek  bed  road,  was  a  fairly 
deep  hole,  and  is  said  to  have  been  entirely  dry. 

Farther  south  the  wells  are  much  deeper,  but  the  depths  are  very 
irregular.     Thus,  taking  approximately  straight  lines  east  and  west. 
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No.  41  is  3698  feet,  No.  44  is  3840  feet,  No.  42  is  2865  feet,  No.  37  is 
2980  feet,  and  Nos.  38  and  39  are  each  3080  feet.  In  the  next  line 
south,  No.  43  is  3300  feet,  No.  42  is  3200,  No.  36  is  2400,  and  No.  35  is 
1990  feet.  Four  wells  along  the  south  line  of  the  Sansinena  show : 
No.  46,  3249  feet,  No.  34,  3475  feet,  No.  33,  2700  feet  and  No.  32.  3600 
feet.  Lacking  any  further  information,  the  bearing  of  this  wide  varia- 
tion in  the  depths  of  adjacent  wells  can  not  be  laiown. 

Nine  of  the  wells  in  this  group  are  abandoned,  Nos.  4,  5,  7,  16,  23,  24, 
30,  30a  and  31.  All  of  these  were  at  one  time  productive  except 
No.  30a.  The  gravity  of  the  oil  produced  increases  slightly  toward  the 
south,  being  about  16.5°  Beaume  on  the  south  line  of  development. 

Puente  Crude  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  two  wells  in  the 
endeavor  to  find  production  north  of  Brea  Canon.  These  wells  were 
both  abandoned  when  drilled. 

Well  No.  1  is  located  on  Brady  land,  in  the  northwest  corner  of  section 
6,  3-9.  It  was  drilled  in  the  year  1895,  and  abandoned  as  a  crooked 
hole  at  675  feet. 

Well  No.  2  was  farther  up  Canada  del  Rodeo,  in  the  southwest  quarter 
of  the  southwest  cjuarter  of  section  31,  2-9.  This  well  was  drilled  in  the 
same  year,  and  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  2135  feet.  It  is  said  to  have 
found  traces  of  both  oil  and  gas,  but  in  a  formation  entirely  different 
from  that  found  south  of  Brea  Canon. 

Columbia  Oil  Producing  Company.  This  company  has  twenty-two 
wells  on  an  irregular  tract  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  8,  3-10, 
of  which  nineteen  were  producers,  and  three  drilling,  at  last  reports. 

These  wells  are  divided  into  two  groups,  the  numbers  from  1  to  12 
being  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  tract,  close  to  the  section  line,  while 
later  numbers  are  on  the  south  line,  and  along  the  southern  third  of  the 
east  line,  next  to  Industrial  and  Santa  Fe  wells. 

The  wells  in  the  northerly  group  are  all  shallow,  ranging  from  650 
feet  on  No.  6  to  1400  feet  on  No.  7.  Like  the  wells  farther  we-st,  the 
depth  gives  no  indication  of  the  level  at  which  the  sands  lie :  for  instance, 
taking  an  approximately  straight  line  across  the  group:  No.  1  is  1050 
feet  deep.  No.  2  is  800  feet,  No.  5  is  850  feet.  No.  7  is  1400  feet.  No.  8  is 
700  feet,  and  No.  10  is  1050  feet.  No.  7,  however,  is  a  much  larger 
producer  than  the  other  wells  in  this  group,  and  has  without  doubt 
been  carried  into  a  deeper  sand  than  any  penetrated  in  the  other  wells. 

These  wells  were  at  one  time  excellent  producers,  said  to  be  good  for 
an  average  of  fifty  barrels  per  day,  though  they  are  believed  to  be  con- 
siderably depreciated  at  this  time.  The  gravity  of  the  oil  lies  close  to 
19.5°  Beaume. 

The  more  southerly  wells  are  very  much  deeper,  running  from  2400 
to  3200  feet,  with  an  average  of  about  2900  feet.     These  wells  are  also 
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much  larger  producers,  some  of  them  going  as  high  as  five  hundred 
barrels  per  day  when  new.  The  gravity  of  the  oil  from  this  end  runs 
from  20°  to  20.5°  Beaume. 

Toward  the  southern  end  of  this  tract  the  sands  show  considerable 
water,  Avhich  is  pumped  with  the  oil,  and  separated  by  the  heating 
method  mentioned  below.  This  water  does  not  emulsify,  and  as  the  oil 
is  heated  by  means  of  gas  from  the  wells,  separation  of  water  is  a  matter 
of  small  expense. 

Industrial  Oil  Company — Fullerton  Consolidated  Oil  Company. 
The  Industrial  Oil  Company  operates  a  large  and  irregularly  shaped 
tract  in  the  south  half  of  section  8,  3-10,  south  of  Columbia  and  Petro- 
leum Development  property,  and  north  of  Olinda  Land  Company. 
This  property  was  developed  and  operated  by  the  Fullerton  Consoli- 
dated Oil  Company  up  to  1910,  in  which  year  it  was  sold  to  the  Indus- 
trial <)il  Company.  In  July,  1912,  this  property  was  reported  as  again 
sold  to  the  West  Coast  Oil  Company  (see  Salt  Lake  field),  but  the 
report  is  not  verified. 

Only  scattering  information  is  available  as  to  these  wells.  Of  the 
four  abandoned  wells.  No.  8  was  pulled  in  1902 — spoiled  hole;  No.  13 
was  converted  into  a  water-well,  and  Nos.  17  and  30  were  drowned  out. 
Well  No.  1  is  2300  feet  deep,  No.  4,  drilled  in  1900,  is  1970  feet,  and 
No.  5  is  2300  feet  deep.  This  latter  well  is  said  to  be  capable  of  pro- 
ducing 20  barrels  daily  of  20.5°  oil. 

Well  No.  9  was  drilled  in  1902  to  2200  feet,  and  No.  10,  1780  feet  deep, 
is  said  to  produce  10  barrels  per  day  of  15.9°  oil.  No.  12  is  2000  feet, 
No.  14  is  2700  feet.  No.  15  i.s  2800  feet,  and  No.  16  is  2735  feet,  the  three 
latter  reported  as  making  120,  80,  and  90  barrels  daily,  respectively. 

Well  No.  19  is  2860  feet  deep,  No.  20  is  2200  feet,  and  No.  21  is  2900 
feet.  No.  20  is  rated  at  300  barrels  per  day  of  18.5°  oil.  No.  23  is 
2890  feet.  Xo.  24  is  3120  feet,  and  No.  25  is  2270  feet. 

Well  No.  28,  3190  feet  deep,  is  credited  with  180  barrels  per  day  of 
20.9°  oil.  and  No.  29,  at  2870  feet,  with  200  barrels  per  day  of  14.7° 
oil.  These  production  figures  date  from  1910,  and  are  probably  over 
the  truth  at  the  present  time  (July,  1912).  They  are  noted  as  illus- 
trating the  wide  diversity  in  gravity  and  output  from  adjacent  wells  in 
this  part  of  the  field. 

The  heavier  oil  from  these  wells,  and  particularly  from  the  southern 
end  of  the  lease,  carries  a  groat  deal  of  water,  which  does  not  emulsify. 
and  is  readily  removed  by  heating  and  settling.  The  heating  is  done  by 
a  simple  and  effective  apparatus,  sometimes  called  a  roaster,  and  con- 
structed in  a  general  way  as  follows: 

A  tunnel  of  red  brick  is  built,  .some  five  feet  wide  and  high,  and  per- 
haps thirty  feet  long.     This  tunnel  is  open  at  the  ends,  has  a  stack  at  its 
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middle  point,  and  is  covered  by  sections  of  old  well-tubing,  cut  to  a 
length  to  reach  across,  from  wall  to  wall,  laid  side  by  side  and  chinked 
with  clay.  These  sections  of  tubing  are  not  closed  at  the  ends,  as  circu- 
lation of  air  through  the  tube  is  depended  on  to  prevent  them  from 
sagging,  but  even  with  this  precaution,  the  tubes  directly  over  the  fire 
last  but  a  short  time.  The  advantagas  of  this  method  are,  simple  and 
cheap  construction,  and  ready  access  to  the  inside  of  the  tunnel  at  any 
point. 

This  tunnel  is  filled  with  a  continuous  box-coil  of  three-inch  or  four- 
inch  pipe,  through  which  the  oil  to  be  heated  is  pumped,  the  outlet  end 
discharging  freely  into  a  tank  or  sump.  The  tunnel  is  fired  with  gas 
from  both  ends,  products  of  combustion  passing  to  the  stack  at  the 
center.  By  regulation  of  pump  speed  and  fires  the  oil  may  be  heated 
to  any  temperature  desired.  These  heavy  and  nonvolatile  oils  are 
usually  heated  sufficiently  to  cause  the  water  to  boil  at  the  outlet  of  the 
coil.  The  oil  thus  heated  settles  readily  and  clear,  and  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  actually  boil  off  any  appreciable  portion  of  the  w^ater.  There 
is,  of  course,  some  loss  from  evaporation  of  the  heated  oil,  but  this  is 
small  with  an  oil  of  this  gravity,  and  there  being  no  expense  for  fuel, 
operating  costs  are  very  low.  "With  an  oil  much  lighter  than  this,  a 
condensing  attachment  would  be  necessary  to  prevent  heavy  loss  of  the 
lighter  constituents  of  the  oil. 

Delaware  Union  Oil  Company — Graham-Loftus  Oil  Company.  The 
property  of  the  Graham-Loftus  Oil  Company,  the  north  half  of  the 
northeast  quarter  of  section  8,  and  the  northwest  forty  acres  of  section 
9,  3-9,  was  sold  during  1911  to  the  Delaware  Union  Oil  Company.  This 
transfer  also  included  the  leases  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  17, 
3-9,  also  in  Olinda,  and  in  section  8,  3-10,  in  the  Brea  Canon  field. 

The  well  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  17  was  a  deep  hole,  and 
was  drilled  in  the  hope  of  finding  an  extension  of  the  heavy  oil  sands  of 
section  8  in  this  direction.  It  did  develop  some  oil,  and  was  reported  as 
a  producer,  but  the  water  was  never  shut  off,  and  it  has  been  suspended 
for  some  time. 

On  the  south  line  of  Brea  Canon,  in  the  southeast  corner  of  section 
6,  3-9,  is  a  well  drilled  by  Graham  &  Loftus  in  1898.  This  Avell  is  said 
to  have  been  about  1000  feet  deep,  and  was  a  dry  hole. 

On  the  old  Olinda  lease,  in  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  8  and  the 
northwest  forty  acres  of  section  9,  are  thirty-seven  wells,  of  which 
twenty-six  were  producing,  five  abandoned,  and  six  drilling  when  last 
visited. 

The  data  as  to  these  wells  are  scanty,  only  a  few  of  the  depths  being 
known,  and  very  little  as  to  productiveness.  The  wells  along  the  south 
line  of  the  property  are  slightly  deeper  than  the  Santa  Fe  wells  across 
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the  line,  the  formation  here  dipping  gently  to  the  north,  but  here  also 
there  are  several  sands,  the  deeper  being  more  productive.  These  wells 
give  an  oil  of  from  21°  to  22°  Beaume.  Farther  north  there  is  some 
sort  of  underground  disturbance,  north  of  which  there  is  no  production. 
Two  or  three  of  the  abandoned  wells  were  north  of  this  line,  and  were, 
dry  holes.  The  wells  farthest  north  which  produce  give  a  much  heavier 
oil,  from  16.5°  to  18°  Beaume.  These  wells  are  about  2800  feet  deep, 
on  the  average. 

Petroleum  Development  Company  (Atchison,  Topeka  <£•  Santa  Fe 
B.  R.).  The  oil  properties  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  R.  R. 
Company  are  operated  under  the  name  of  the  Petroleum  Development 
Company.  Beside  the  Fullerton  property,  this  company  has  operating 
leases  at  Kern  River,  and  in  the  Midway  field. 

The  Olinda  property  of  this  company  includes  the  southeast  quarter  of 
the  southwest  quarter  of  section  5;  a  portion  of  the  east  half  of  the 
northwest  quarter,  the  south  half  of  the  northeast  quarter,  and  the 
northeast  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter,  of  section  8 ;  and  the  north- 
west quarter  of  the  southwest  quarter  and  the  south  half  of  the  north- 
west quarter  of  section  9,  3-10. 

On  this  property  there  were,  when  last  visited,  sixty-five  wells,  of 
which  eight  were  at  that  time  drilling,  three  abandoned,  and  fifty-four 
producing.  Since  that  time  several  of  these  drilling  wells  have  been 
finished,  and  others  started,  the  highest  number  at  the  beginning  of  the 
current  year  being  in  the  seventies. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Santa  Fe  Company,  very  full  informa- 
tion is  available  as  to  the  wells  on  this  property,  and  as  conditions  on 
various  portions  of  this  tract  are  an  indication  of  similar  conditions  over 
the  greater  part  of  the  Olinda  field,  these  notes  are  given  below  in 
some  detail. 

The  wells  on  the  Santa  Fe  property  may  be  divided  into  four  groups, 
differing  notably  in  depth,  yield  and  character  of  oil.  The  first  group 
consists  of  the  eleven  shallow  wells,  numbered  from  1  to  11.  including 
No.  5a,  but  excluding  No.  8.  These  wells  are  located  at  the  upper  end 
of  the  town  of  Olinda.  around  and  east  of  the  machine  shops. 

The  second  group  includes  all  the  wells  along  the  Graham  Loftus  line, 
and  also  Nos.  29  and  30,  south  of  this  line.  These  wells  produce  from 
the  same  formation  as  the  Graham-Loftus  wells. 

The  third  group  includes  all  the  wells  on  the  west  and  south  lines, 
adjoining  Columbia  and  Industrial  property.  These  wells  show  some- 
thing as  to  the  behavior  of  the  heavy-oil  formation  to  the  southwest. 

The  fourth  group  takes  in  the  wells  on  the  extreme  east  of  the  tract, 
adjoining  Puente  and  Fullerton  properties.  These  wells  are  in  the 
light-oil  formation. 
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The  wells  in  the  first  group  were  drilled  in  1907,  with  the  exception 
of  No.  11,  which  was  drilled  in  1909.  These  wells  are  therefore  some 
fifteen  years  old,  but  all  are  still  producing  with  the  exception  of  No.  4, 
which  was  a  lost  hole  at  405  feet.  Near  No.  11,  the  most  westerly  of 
these  wells,  there  was  formerly  a  small  brea  deposit,  and  one  is  still 
visible  at  the  east  end  of  the  group,  between  Nos.  7  and  9.  These  early 
wells  were  drilled  on  the  strength  of  the  indication  afforded  by  these 
seepages,  and  were  carried  into  the  first  sand  only,  being  all  very 
shallow.  No.  11  is  the  shallowest  well  in  the  group,  460  feet,  and  No.  9 
the  deepest,  911  feet ;  the  balance  range  between  750  and  875  feet. 

These  wells  produce  an  oil  of  about  19°  Beaume.  They  are  all 
pumped  on  the  jack,  and  are  very  small  producers,  the  average  output 
for  the  eleven  being  about  three  barrels  per  well  per  day.  The  dip  of 
this  surface  formation  appears  to  be  to  the  east,  but  is  slight,  and  not 
very  regular. 

The  wells  of  the  second  group  were  drilled  at  different  times,  and  to 
different  depths,  some  penetrating  only  the  upper  sand,  some  a  second, 
Avhile  the  later  wells  appear  to  have  had  a  third  and  more  productive 
stratum  at  greater  depth. 

Nos.  12,  15  and  19  are  first-sand  wells,  and  were  drilled  in  1899 
and  1900,  being  thus  about  twelve  years  old.  They  are  1095  feet,  1150 
feet  and  1266  feet  deep,  and  average  about  two  barrels  per  well  per  day. 

Nos.  13,  17  and  20  were  drilled  between  1898  and  1901,  and  are 
thus  of  about  the  same  age  as  the  foregoing.  They  appear  to  have  been 
carried  into  a  second  sand,  being  1550  feet,  1725  feet  and  1701  feet 
deep,  and  make  an  average  of  four  barrels  per  well  per  day. 

The  third-sand  wells  are  Nos.  14,  16,  29  and  30.  These  wells  were 
drilled  between  1897  and  1904,  and  were  all  between  2134  feet  and  2200 
feet  deep.  In  1909  No.  29  was  deepened  to  4310  feet,  but  without 
result  in  the  waj^  of  increased  production,  the  output  from  this  well 
being  about  12  barrels  daily,  while  the  other  three  are  averaging  twenty- 
one  barrels  per  well  per  day. 

Nos.  57,  56,  55,  53  and  54,  lying  to  the  west  of  the  above,  appear  to 
have  been  carried  into  the  same  sand,  though  they  are  somewhat  deeper. 
No.  57,  the  farthest  east,  is  2350  feet  deep,  and  from  here  the  depths 
increase  evenly  to  No.  54,  farthest  to  the  northwest,  which  is  2743  feet 
deep.  These  wells  were  drilled  in  1909  and  1910,  and  are  making  an 
average  of  about  ninety  barrels  per  well  per  day.  No.  53  being  a  much 
better  producer  than  the  others. 

The  gravity  of  the  oil  from  all  the  wells  east  of  No.  17  runs  quite  even 
at  about  20.5°  Beaume.  Farther  to  the  west  it  rises  slightly,  to  a  maxi- 
mum of  21.8°.  The  formation  appears  to  dip  to  the  north  along  the 
south  line  of  the  Graham-Loftus  tract,  and  to  the  northwest  at  the  west 
corner  of  this  property. 
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The  three  wolls  at  the  extreme  northwest,  Nos.  37,  48  and  43,  were 
drilled  in  1905  and  1906.  These  wells  run  from  3356  feet  to  3755  feet 
in  depth,  and  average  about  fifty  barrels  daily  output. 

The  six  wells  immediately  south  of  these,  on  the  west  line,  Nos.  42, 
45,  46,  58,  49  and  50,  were  drilled  in  the  years  1905  to  1908.  These 
wells  range  from  2340  feet  to  2815  feet  deep,  the  depth  increasing 
toward  the  south.  They  make  an  oil  of  22°  gravity,  and  produce  from 
95  to  200  barrels  daily,  the  average  being  about  140  barrels  per  well  per 
day. 

The  two  wells  in  the  corner,  Nos.  51  and  52,  were  drilled  in  1908,  and 
are  considerably  deeper  than  the  wells  either  north  or  east,  and  from  550 
feet  to  650  feet  deeper  than  Columbia  No.  13,  and  Indastrial  Nos.  16 
and  14,  the  adjacent  wells  to  the  south  and  west,  being  3359  feet  and 
3283  feet  deep.  Deeper  drilling  evidently  did  not  prove  successful,  as 
their  production  runs  about  150  barrels  each,  no  greater  than  that  of 
adjacent  shallower  wells. 

Along  the  south  line  there  is  a  notable  divergence  in  depth,  one  well 
being  very  shallow,  two  somewhat  deeper,  and  a  number  still  deeper. 
No.  25,  about  midway  of  the  south  line,  was  drilled  eleven  years  ago, 
and  is  still  good  for  ten  barrels  per  day  from  a  depth  of  675  feet. 

Nos.  41  and  23  were  drilled  in  1901  and  1903,  and  carried  to  1291  and 
1344  feet,  respectively.  These  wells  are  good  for  about  fifteen  barrels 
each  dail3^ 

The  balance  of  this  string,  Nos.  47,  31,  26,  24,  22,  27  and  34,  were 
drilled  between  1901  and  1905,  and  range  in  depth  from  1940  feet  to 
2610  feet.  The  deepest  wells  are  at  the  ends  of  the  string,  all  the  inter- 
mediate wells  being  close  to  2000  feet  in  depth.  The  productions  of 
these  wells  vary  widely,  from  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  barrels 
per  day,  and  average  about  sixty  barrels. 

The  oil  along  the  west  and  south  lines  is  very  uniform  in  quality, 
ranging  from  20.3°  to  22.0°  Beaume. 

The  wells  in  the  fourth  group,  at  the  extreme  east  of  the  property. 
are  all  in  the  same  light-oil  formation  from  which  the  wells  of  the  Ful- 
lerton  Oil  Company  and  the  Puente  Oil  Company  (Olinda  lease)  pro- 
duce. Those  wells  are  eleven  in  number,  nine  being  producers.  The 
two  abandoned  wells  are,  No.  8,  drilled  to  540  feet,  and  converted  into 
a  water-well,  and  No.  38,  far  to  the  northea.st  of  the  other  wells,  a  dry 
hole  at  3087  feet. 

The  first  of  these  wells  was  drilled  in  1901,  and  the  last  in  1905.  The 
depths  vary  between  1165  feet  and  2875  feet,  but  there  is  not,  as  in  the 
territory  farther  west,  any  eorrespondonce  between  the  depth  and  the 
productiveness,  nor  does  the  depth  to  which  drilling  has  been  carried 
give  any  indication  as  to  the  lay  of  the  sands,  the  wells  on  this,  as  on 
the  Puente  and  Fullerton  tracts,  varying  materially  from  location  to 
location.     The  productiveness  of  these  wells  varies  from  one  to  twenty 
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barrels  per  day  per  well,  with  an  average  for  the  entire  group  of  about 
ten  barrels  per  well.  This  oil  is  all  of  a  high  gravity,  ranging  from 
32.5°  to  34.5°  Beaume. 

Fullerton  Oil  Company.  Beside  the  Brea  Caiion  lease,  this  company 
owns  and  operates  a  tract  in  the  light-oil  district  of  Olinda,  the  north- 
east quarter,  and  a  portion  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  southwest 
quarter,  section  9,  3-9.     On  this  there  are  twelve  wells,  all  producers. 

These  wells  were  drilled  in  the  years  1900  to  1907.  Like  the  Santa 
Fe  light-oil  wells,  these  holes  vary  widely  and  quite  irregularly  in  depth, 
the  shallowest  hole.  No.  4,  being  but  700  feet  deep,  while  Nos.  5  and  9 
are  the  deepest — 2500  feet.  There  is  no  apparent  correspondence 
between  depth  and  productiveness. 

"Well  No.  1,  which  has  been  pumping  for  12  years,  is  said  to  be 
reduced  to  an  output  of  one  half  barrel  daily.  No.  9,  which  is  by  far 
the  best  producer  on  the  lease,  and  is  the  only  well  on  the  beam,  is  good 
for  eighteen  barrels  daily.  The  other  wells  are  on  the  jack,  and  average 
in  the  neighborhood  of  ten  barrels  daily  per  well.  The  gravity  of  this 
oil  ranges  from  32°  to  34°  Beaume. 

Puente  Oil  Company  {Olinda  trad) — Columbia  Oil  Producing  Com- 
pany.  On  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  9,  3-9  the  Puente  Oil  Com- 
pany has  a  compact  group  of  forty-three  wells,  of  which  twenty-five  are 
producing,  fifteen  have  been  abandoned,  and  three  were  drilling  when 
last  visited.  The  first  sixteen  wells  on  this  tract  were  drilled  by  the 
Columbia  Oil  Producing  Company,  on  a  lease  from  the  Puente,  but  the 
property  reverted  to  the  Puente  in  the  year  1903. 

These  wells,  like  the  foregoing,  show  no  correspondence  between  depth 
and  output,  nor  does  the  depth  appear  to  give  any  indication  as  to 
underground  structure.  In  fact,  it  is  quite  probable  that  all  these  wells 
are  drilling  into  broken  formation,  as  the  logs  of  adjacent  wells  vary 
entirely  in  many  cases.  The  strip  at  this  end  is  narrower  than  at  the 
northwest,  and  appears  to  have  been  marked  by  a  succession  of  failures, 
except  at  the  east,  where  there  is  a  possibility  of  extension. 

The  first  four  wells  were  drilled  in  1898,  and  are  abandoned,  but  the 
reason  for  abandonment  is  not  known.  Five  were  pumped  for  from 
six  to  nine  years,  and  abandoned  as  exhausted,  these  being  Nos.  8,  10, 
11,  13,  and  14.  Nos.  20,  30,  31,  and  35  were  drilled  to  the  depth  of 
adjacent  holes,  but  found  no  oil  and  were  abandoned  as  dry  holes. 
No.  35,  which  was  a  test  well,  far  to  the  southwest  of  the  other  wells, 
was  carried  to  a  depth  of  4123  feet,  and  is  said  to  have  had  no  traces 
whatever  of  oil.  No.  39,  the  farthest  to  the  south,  was  abandoned  at 
802  feet,  after  finding  a  little  oil,  but  no  commercial  quantity. 

The  depth  of  the  producing  wells  varies  widely,  from  a  minimum  of 
660  feet  to  a  maximum  of  3028  feet.     These  depths  follow  no  regular 
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order,  except  that  the  holes  at  the  south  end  are  somewhat  the  shallower. 

The  oil  from  these  wells  shows  a  wider  range  of  gravity  than  that 
from  the  Fiillerton  Oil  or  Santa  Fe  light-oil  wells.  Well  No.  40,  which 
is  near  the  south  end  of  the  strip,  at  the  west  side,  gives  an  oil  of 
gravity  22.2°  Beaume.  No.  32  produces  an  oil  of  29.1^  Beaume.  The 
balance  of  the  samples  from  this  lease  ran  in  the  neighborhood  of  33° 
to  34°  Beaume. 

Continental  Oil  Company.  On  the  northwest  quarter,  northwest 
quarter,  section  10,  3-9,  on  property  owned  by  the  Continental  Oil 
Company,  is  an  old  hole  which  is  said  to  be  about  1500  feet  deep.  This 
hole  has  been  pulled,  and  now  stands  full  of  sulfur  water.  There  are 
no  signs  of  oil  around  the  location,  but  nothing  can  be  learned  as  to  the 
history  of  this  well. 

Soquel  Canon  Oil  Company.  A  well  was  drilled  by  this  company  on 
the  southwest  quarter,  northwest  quarter,  section  10,  3-9,  in  the  year 
1900.  This  well  was  reported  at  the  time  to  be  715  feet  deep,  but  is 
understood  in  the  field  to  be  about  1250  feet.  It  was  abandoned 
because  of  lost  tools,  and  made  no  discovery. 

Roh  Roy  Oil  Company.  This  well  was  drilled  in  the  year  1904,  in  the 
forks  of  Carbon  and  Soquel  canons,  in  the  southwest  quarter,  north- 
west quarter,  section  11,  3-9.  It  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  about  2000 
feet,  and  is  said  to  have  been  an  absolutely  dry  hole,  so  far  as  oil  is  con- 
cerned. 

Olinda  Land  Company — Olinda  Crude  Oil  Company.  The  Olinda 
Land  Company  owns  a  large  tract  in  sections  8,  9,  10.  15,  and  16,  3-9. 
and  on  this  two  series  of  wells  have  been  drilled,  the  first  by  the  Olinda 
Crude  Oil  Company,  the  second  by  the  present  owners  of  the  property. 

The  first  series  consisted  of  five,  or  possibly  more  wells,  about  which 
very  little  can  be  learned.  Of  the  two  holes  on  the  west  line  of  sec- 
tion 10,  south  of  the  Soquel  Caiion  wells,  tlie  more  northerly  was  carried 
to  1700  feet,  but  getting  into  mechanical  difficulties,  was  abandoned  and 
pulled.  The  second  was  drilled  to  1462  feet,  and  suspended,  but  in 
January,  1912.  was  again  being  worked  on.  The  southern  well  had  a 
very  good  showing  of  oil,  and  it  is  said  that  the  abandoned  well  also  had 
enough  oil  in  sight  to  warrant  taking  it  deeper. 

Two  wells  were  also  drilled  south  of  the  Fullerton  Oil  Company's 
property,  and  one  west  of  the  railroad,  south  of  the  Santa  Fe  tract. 
One  of  these  wells,  but  which  one  is  not  known,  was  carried  to  a  depth  of 
3552  feet,  and  is  said  to  have  had  some  oil  near  the  bottom,  but  the 
water  could  never  be  shut  off.  and  it  was  finally  abandoned.  The  other 
two  wells  were  of  moderate  tlepth  only,  and  developed  nothing.  These 
wells  were  all  drilled  between  1900  and  1905. 

The  five  wells  of  the  Olinda  Land  Company  were  started  in  1909  and 
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1910,  and  when  last  visited  but  two  of  these  had  been  finished,  Nos.  1 
and  3.  These  were  2460  feet  and  3570  feet  deep,  respectively,  and 
were  producing  a  heavy  oil  on  the  beam, 

Iowa  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  two  wells,  in  the  years 
1902  to  1906,  on  the  southeast  quarter,  southwest  quarter,  section  16,  3-9, 
over  a  mile  south  of  any  other  developments. 

Well  No.  1  was  drilled  with  a  rotary,  and  abandoned  at  some  600  feet 
because  of  mechanical  difficulties.  No.  2  was  carried  to  3170  feet,  and 
got  encouraging  showings  at  2600  and  at  the  bottom,  but  had  no  com- 
mercial production,  and  the  operators  Avere  unable  to  carry  the  hole 
deeper.     It  was  abandoned  and  pulled. 

QUALITIES   OF   FULLERTON   OILS. 

The  oils  of  FuUerton  cover  a  wider  range  of  gravity  than  those  of  any 
single  field  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  State,  unless  we  so  consider 
the  many  little  pools  of  the  Ventura-Newhall  group.  The  samples 
whose  analyses  are  given  on  following  pages  range  from  15.0°  to  34.5° 
Beaume,  a  variation  of  19.5°,  as  against  9.8°  for  Whittier;  6.9°  for  Los 
Angeles;  11.6°  for  Salt  Lake;  4.5°  for  Cat  Canon,  and  13.5°  for  Santa 
Maria. 

Five  clearly  separated  qualities  of  oil  may  distinguish  in  the  aggre- 
gate of  crude  from  this  group,  the  first  being  the  heavy  oils  of  the  south- 
western part  of  the  field,  from  15.0°  to  16.5°  Beaume.  These  oils 
closely  resemble  the  oils  of  the  City  field,  giving  no  naphthas  nor  kero- 
sene, and  containing  considerable  sulfur. 

A  second  quality  ranges  from  16.5°  to  19.0°,  and  is  found  in  all  parts 
of  the  field.  These  oils  yield,  as  a  rule,  considerable  kerosene  but  no 
naphthas,  though  in  Brea  Canon  oils  of  this  gravity  show  some  engine 
distillate. 

A  third  quality  ranges  from  19.0°  to  22.0°,  and  resembles  average 
Whittier  oil  except  in  containing  much  more  sulfur.  These  crudes  are 
also  found  in  many  parts  of  the  fields — they  yield  some  engine  distil- 
late, but  little  or  no  gasoline,  and  are  of  almost  no  refining  value. 

The  lower-sand  oil  from  Brea  Caiion  runs  from  27°  to  28°  Beaume, 
and  gives  a  good  yield  of  gasoline.  It  is  much  less  sweet  than  the 
lighter  Puente  oil,  which  otherwise  it  much  resembles. 

The  lightest  oil  in  the  field  is  produced  by  the  wells  on  section  9. 
These  oils  give  an  unusually  high  yield  of  gasoline,  even  for  the  gravity, 
and  are  probably  not  excelled  in  refining  value  by  any  oils  produced  in 
quantity  in  the  State. 

In  general,  the  oils  of  FuUerton  contain  more  sulfur  than  those  of 
Whittier  and  Puente,  but  this  percentage  varies  widely  from  well  to 
well,  and  not,  so  far  as  can  be  seen,  in  any  direct  relation  to  the  gravity 
of  the  crude. 
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7433. • 

Union    Oil    Company.      Sansinena    No.    5. 

Gravity  15.0°  Beaum4 

Viscosity  at  185°  F 5.18  Redwood 

Flash  point 153°   F.    (Abel-Pensky   test) 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  a  glass  flask,  without  the  use  of  steam  or  gas. 

Below  392°  F 5.2  per  cent  40.8°  Beaum6 

392  to  482° 11.6  per  cent  31.9° 

482  to  572° 25.1  per  cent  27.0° 

572°  to  grade 28.5  per  cent  27.1° 

Asphalt    28.4  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Loss   1.2  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

These  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene . 42°  4.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  12.8  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 27.0°  53.6  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt "D"  28.4  per  cent 

Loss —  1.2  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 


2445.t 

Fullerton  Consolidated  Oil  Company  (Industrial).     Well  No.  10. 
Gravity 15.9»  Beaum6 

This  is  a  moderately  thick,  black  oil,  with  a  mild  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  100  c.c.  distilled  from  glass  to  a  temperature  of  518°  Fahrenheit 
Residue  reduced  to  asphalt  by  open  evaporation,  and  weight  of  asphalt  cor- 
rected (factor  X  0.8)  for  oxidation  during  evaporation.  The  original  figures 
are  as  follows  : 

Below  302°  F 1.0  per  cent 

302  to  518° 14.0  per  cent  36.0°  Beaum6 

Kesidue  above  518°-— 83.0  per  cent  13.1° 

Loss    2.0  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 

After  evaporation  of  the  residue  to  asphalt,  and  calculation,  the  above 

figures  are  roughly  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene   42°  5.0  per  cent  (about) 

Stove  oil 33°  10.0  per  cent  (about) 

Middlings  and  lubricants 51.4  percent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt   "D"  33.6  per  cent,  or  117.9  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

*  Analysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
tAnalysls  by  Wayne  Colver. 
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5415.* 

Union  Oil  Company.     Sansinena  No.  46. 
Gravity 16.4°  Beaumg 

This  is  a  rather  thick,  brownish-black  oil,  with  a  sharp  odor. 
Distillatioti. 

Sample  of  150  c.c.  distilled  from  copper  in  a  current  of  gas.     Distillation  car- 
ried to  a  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cut 40.8  per  cent  .32.1°  Beaumg 

Second  cut 43.1  per  cent  22.7° 

Fixed  carbon 16.1  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  second  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of 
the  coke  to  asphalt,  the  oil  shows  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene   42°  None 

otove  oil 33°  36.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 30.0°  15.4  i^er  cent  )  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 10.5°  18.3  per  cent  )  2z.7° — 23.7% 

Asphalt "D"  40.3  per  cent,  or  141.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

This  oil  decomposed  very  badly  while  first  cut  was  running,  and  the 
proportion  of  stove  oil  is  too  large.  The  percentage  of  asphalt  may  have 
also  been  increased  by  this  action. 

The  reduced  stock  from  the  heavy  distillate  was  very  thick,  and  of  a 
rich  color,  but  free  from  paraffin. 

5417.* 
Graham-Loftus  Oil  Company  (Delaware-Union).     Weil  No.  34. 

Gravity  17.7°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  moderately  thick,  brownish-black  oil,  of  a  strong  but  not  sulfurous  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  1.50  c.c.  distilled  from  copper,  first  two  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a  cur- 
rent of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 15.2  per  cent  40.4°  Beaume 

Second  cut 14.9  per  cent  30.2° 

Third  cut 60.9  per  cent  21.9° 

Fixed  carbon 9.0  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 

coke  to  asphalt,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  shown : 

Gasoline 61°  BeaumS  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene   42°  11.0  per  cent  (about) 

Stove  oil 33°  15.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 30.5°  20.6  per  cent  )  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 14.1°  .  .30.9  per  cent  )  21.9°— .51.5% 

Asphalt "D"  22.5  par  cent,  or  79.0  lbs.  per  bbl. 

•  •   ./^  .H  xcJ  ai«iv;ii5ir.'i^ 

. 100.0  per  cent'   ""'^^  '^^  aiadr^-t/.t 

•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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The  kerosene  runs  rather  dark,  but  treats  out  well  and  is  of  satisfac- 
tory quality.  The  reduced  stock  is  sweet  and  of  good  color,  with  mod- 
erate viscosity,  and  no  paraffin. 

6464.* 

Birch  Oil  Company.     Well  No.  3. 

Gravity 18.6°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  moderate!}-  limpid,  brownish-black  oil,  with  a  mild  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  300  c.c.   distilled  from  copper,   first  three  cuts  dry,   last  cut  in 
current  of  gas.    Distilled  to  a  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cut 5.0  per  cent  51.7°  Beaum§ 

Second  cut 15.3  per  cent  40.2° 

Third  cut 11.5  per  cent  30.8° 

Fourth  cut 59.2  per  cent  21.6° 

Fixed  carbon 9.0  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 

coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 63°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  5.0  per  cent 

Kerosene   42°  14.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  11.5  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 30.0°  23.5  per  cent  {  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 14.4°  23.5  per  cent  /21.6° — 47.0% 

Asphalt  "D"  22.5  per  cent,  or  79.0  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 
The  light  products  from  this  oil  ran  yellow  from  the  still,  and  only 
fairly  sweet,  but  treated  out  with  the  test  acid  to  water-white  oils  of  the 
best  odor.  The  reduced  stock,  of  rather  high  viscosity,  had  a  some- 
what dark  color  with  good  green  outertone.  A  little  paraffin  appeared 
in  this  stock, 

7448.t 
Petroleum   Development  Company.     Well  No.  26. 

Gravity 19.0°  Beaum^ 

Sulfur 1.09  per  cent  by  weight 

Di^tillatiott. 

Sample  of  200  c.c.  distilled  from  a  glass  flask,  without  the  use  of  steam  or 
gas. 

Below  392°  F 11.2  per  cent  42.6°  Beaumfi 

392  to  482° 10.5  per  cent  33.7° 

482  to  572° 15.5  per  cent  28.2° 

572°  to  grade — a 28.3  per  cent  28.1° 

572°  to  grade — b 9.9  per  cent  25.5° 

Asphalt 23.1  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Water  and   loss 1.5  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
tAnalysls  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
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These  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  eommercial  analysis: 

Gasoline 61°  Beaumg  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  12.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  9.7  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 27.4°  55.0  per  cent 

Asphalt   —  "D"  23.1  per  cent 

Loss 0.2  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 
7447.* 
Columbia  Oil  Producing  Company.     A  well. 

Gravity 19.3°  Beaum6 

Viscosity  at  60°  F 39.96  Redwood 

Viscosity  at  185°  F 2.16  Redwood 

The  number  of  the  well  from  which  this  sample  was  taken  is  not  stated. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c  distilled  from  a  glass  flask,  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  212°  F 1.9  per  cent    ,       69.9°  Beaum§ 

212   to   302° 6.2  per  cent  53.5° 

302  to  392° 9.2  per  cent  40.6° 

392  to  482° 8.1  per  cent  32.4° 

482  to  572° 17.3  per  cent  27.7° 

572°  to  grade — a 27.4  per  cent  25.3° 

572°  to  grade— b 3.8  per  cent  26.0° 

Asphalt 25.8  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Loss    '■ 0.3  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 
These  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  4.5  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  2.0  per  cent 

Kerosene   42°  10.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  8.5  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 25.4°  48.4  per  cent 

Asphalt "D"  25.8  per  cent 

Loss 0.3  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 
5420.t 
Columbia  Oil  Producing  Company.     Well  No.  13. 

Gravity 20.1°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid  oil,  of  a  brownish-black  color,  and  a  mild  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  160  c.c.  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a. 
current  of  gas.    Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 6.1  per  cent  52.3°  Beaum6 

Second  cut   6.1  per  cent  42.3° 

Third  cut 16.2  per  cent  32.7° 

Fourth  cut 63.9  per  cent  20.8° 

Fixed  carbon 7.7  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

♦Analysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
tAnalysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of 
the  coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  6.5  per  cent 

Kerosene   42°  6.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  16.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.9°  19.8  per  cent  }  Slop  distillatn 

Reduced   stock   15.1°  32.4  per  cent  (20.8°— 52.29'c 

Asphalt   "D"  19.3  per  cent,  or  67.1  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  treated  out  well,  and  were  of  good 
quality.  The  last  cut  gave  a  reduced  stock  of  good  color  and  high 
viscosity,  but  showing  a  good  deal  of  paraffin. 

4422.* 

Petroleum   Development  Company.     Well  No.  23. 

Gravity 20.3'  Beaum6 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid,  brownish-black  oil,  with  a  mild  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  175  c.c.  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.    Distillation  carried  to  a  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cut 8.5  per  cent  49.4°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 7.3  per  cent  39.5° 

Third  cut 10.8  per  cent  33.1° 

Fourth  cut 65.3  per  cent  22.3° 

Fixed  carbon 8.1  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  inert  gas,  and  calculation 
of  the  carbon  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  0.02  per  cent 

Kerosene   42°  10.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  11.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 1—  30.0°  26.3  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced   stock   13.8°  2(5.4  per  cent  \  22.3°— 52.7% 

Asphalt   "D"  20.3  per  cent,  or  71.3  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  ran  only  fairly  pale,  but  treated  out 
to  white  and  sweet  oils.     The  lubricating  stock  was  of  fair  quality. 

•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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2427.* 

Petroleum  Development  Company.     Well  No.  31. 

Gravity 20.3°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid  oil,  of  a  brownish-black  color  and  a  mild  odor. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  100  c.c.  distilled  from  glass  to  a  temperature  of  518°  F.  Residue 
reduced  to  asphalt  by  open  evaporation,  and  the  weight  of  asphalt  corrected 
(factor  X  0.8)  for  oxidation  during  evaporation.  The  original  figures  are 
as  follows : 

Below  302°  F Trace 

302   to   518° 23.0  per  cent  41.2°  Beaumg 

Residue  above  518° 75.0  per  cent  14.0° 

Loss    2.0  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

These  figures  are  equivalent,  after  reduction  of  the  residue  to  asphalt, 
to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaumg  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene -±2°  21.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil  and  lubricants 53.3  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt  "D"  25.7  per  cent,  or  90.2  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 
2466.t 

Fullerton   Consolidated  Oil   Company   (Industrial).     Well  No.  6. 

Gravity 20.5°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  rather  limpid,  dead-black  oil,  with  a  mild  odor. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  125  c.c.  distilled  from  glass  to  a  temperature  of  518°  F.    Residue 
from  this  distillation  reduced  to  "D"  asphalt  in  vacuum.     Lubricating  stock 
from   this  run   reduced  to  20.9°   stock  in  vacuum.     The  results  from  the 
three  distillations  are : 
Crude  oil. 

Below  302°  F 3.6  per  cent  55.0°  Beaum6 

302  to  518° 19.6  per  cent  39.3° 

Residue  above  518° 76.8  per  cent  14.0° 

100.0  per  cent 
Residue  from  above. 

Lubricating  stock 46.1  per  cent  24.0°  Beaum6 

Asphalt    30.7  per  cent  Grade  "E" 

76.8  per  cent 
Lubricating  stock  from  above. 

Fuel  distillate 12.4  per  cent  34.0°  Beaume 

Reduced  stock 33.7  per  cent  20.9° 

46.1  per  cent 

♦Analysis  by  E.  N.  Moor. 
tAnalysis  by  Wayne  Colver. 
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On  bringing  these  figures  together,  they  give  the  following  commercial 

analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  5.5  per  cent 

Kerosene   42°  12.0  percent  (about) 

Fuel   distillate   34.0°  18.1  per  cent 

Reduced  stock 20.9  per  cent  33.7  per  cent 

Asphalt    "E"  30.7  per  cent,  or  107.8  lbs.  per  bbl. 

IW.O  per  cent 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  asphalt  is  softer  than  the  usual  test  grade, 
the  percentage  being  therefore  too  large  for  direct  comparison  with 
other  runs. 

4429.* 

Brea   Canon  Oil   Company.      No.  21. 

Gravity  20.5°  Beaum§ 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid  oil.  of  a  brownish-black  color  and  rather  sharp  odor. 
Di'<tillation. 

.Sample  of  200  c.c.  distilled  from  copper,   first  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 9.9  per  cent  50.8°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 7.5  per  cent  40.9° 

Third  cut 13.8  per  cent  33.2° 

Fourth   cut   58.2  per  cent  22.0° 

Fi.xed  carbon 10.6  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 

carbon  to  asphalt,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  shown: 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum#  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  8.0  per  cent 

Kerosene   42°  9.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  14.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 30.6°  15.5  per  cent  ^  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 16.6°  26.5  per  cent  \  22.0° — 42.0% 

Asphalt   "D"  26.5  per  cent,  or  93.0  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  came  over  pale  and  sweet,  and  took 
the  test  acid  well.  The  last  cut  was  of  good  color,  mild  odor  and  medium 
viscosity.  This  gave  a  reduced  stock  of  rich  color,  but  thick  with 
paraffin. 

•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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5418.* 
Graham- Loftus  Oil  Company.     Well  No.  25. 

Gravity 21.2°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid  oil,  of  a  brownish-black  color  and  mild  odor. 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c.  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dryness. 

First  cut 12.8  per  cent  51.6"  Beaum6 

Second  cut 6.9  per  cent  40.7" 

Third  cut 13..S  per  cent  33.0° 

Fourth  cut 61.8  per  cent  20.1° 

Fixed  carbon — —     5.2  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 

coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  12.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  7.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  14.0  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate   29.4°  16.7  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 14.5°  37.3  per  cent  \  20.1°— 54.0% 

Asphalt  "D"  13.0  per  cent,  or  45.6  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  come  from  the  still  with  good  color, 
and  take  the  test  acid  well.  The  last  cut  gives  a  reduced  stock  of  rich 
color,  and  high  viscosity,  but  with  too  much  paraffin  for  ordinary  use. 

4421.* 
Petroleum  Development  Company.     Well  No.  47. 

Gravity 21.8°   Beaum6 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid,  brownish-black  oil,  with  a  mild  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  225  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 9.4  per  cent  52.2°  Beaume 

Second  cut 10.3  per  cent  41.3° 

Third  cut 12.9  per  cent  33.1° 

Fourth  cut 57.4  per  cent  27.5° 

Fixed   carbon   10.0  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 
•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 
carbon  to  asphalt  in  the  usual  manner,  we  have  the  following  commercial 
analysis : 

Gasoline Gl°  Beaum^  Non" 

Engine  distillate 52'  9.5  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  10.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  13.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 20.7°  31.0  percent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 14.7°  11.5  per  cent  \  27.5° — 42.5% 

Asphalt   "D"  25.0  per  cent,  or  87.S  lbs.  per  lilil. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  ran  fairly  pale,  and  treated  out  to 
water-white  and  sweet  oils.  The  lubricating  end  of  the  crude  was  of 
fair  color,  a  little  burned,  and  of  low  viscosity.  The  reduced  stock  was 
dark  in  color,  of  high  viscosity,  and  showed  some  paraffin. 


4423.* 

Brea  Canon  Oil  Company.     Well  No.  1. 

Gravity 22.5°  Beaum§ 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid  oil,  of  a  brownish-black  color  and  mild  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c.  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry,   last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 13.7  per  cent  52.1°  Beaum6 

Second  cut S.l  per  cent  42.4° 

Third  cut 13.7  per  cent  32.5° 

Fourth  cut 56.7  per  cent  21.3° 

Fixed  carbon   7.8  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 
coke  to  asphalt,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  had : 

Gasoline Gl°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  14.0  per  cent 

Kerosene   42°  9.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  12.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.6°  19.1  per  cent  )  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 15.5°  26.4  percent  \21.3° — 1.5.5% 

Asphalt "D"  19.5  per  cent,  or  68.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  ran  dark  in  color,  but  took  the  test 
acid  well,  and  came  out  water-white  and  sweet. 

♦Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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4424.* 

Union  Oil   Company.     Sansinena   No.  2. 

Gravity 25.1°   Beaume 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid  oil  of  brownish-black  color,  and  rather  strong:,  sharp 
odor,  not  sulfurous. 
Distillatio7i. 

Sample  of  175  c.c.  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry.  last  cut  in  a  current 
of  gas.    Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 8.7  per  cent  60.5°.Beaum6 

Second  cut 8.3  per  cent  49.8° 

Third  cut 4.9  per  cent  41.4° 

Fourth  cut - 17.2  per  cent  32.5° 

Fifth  cut 52.2  per  cent  20.5° 

Fixed  carbon 8.7  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 

coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline 61°  Beaumg  8.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  7.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  7.0  per  cent  ^ 

Stove  oil 33°  17.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 30.0°  14.1  per  cent  }  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 14.6°  25.1  per  cent  ^20.5°— 39.2% 

Asphalt   "D"  21.8  per  cent,  or  76.5  lbs.  per  hbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  ran  pale,  and  treated  out  well  with 
the  test  acid.  The  heavy  stock  was  rather  pale,  sweet  and  of  medium 
viscosity.  The  reduced  stock  was  very  dark,  of  medium  viscosity  and 
free  from  paraffin. 

5419.* 
Pico  Oil   Company.     Well   No.  2. 

Gravity 27.5°  Beaume 

This  is  a  limpid,  greenish-black  oil,  with  a  strong,  fairly  sweet  and  very  gassy  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  100  c.c.  distilled   from  copper,   first   four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in   a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut ;  11.7  per  cent  61.0°  Beaum4 

Second  cut 9.2  per  cent  50.3° 

Third  cut 16.0  per  cent  41.0° 

Fourth  cut 10.5  per  cent  30.7° 

Fifth  cut 46.9  per  cent  18.6° 

Fixed  carbon 5.7  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 
•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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The  quantity  of  lubricating  stock  was  too  small  to  reduce.  On  calcu- 
lation of  the  coke  to  asphalt  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum^  11.7  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  0.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  19.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  7.5  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 18.0°  41.6  per  cent  (not  Separated) 

Asphalt "D"  14.2  per  cent,  or  49.8  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  ran  pale  from  the  still,  and  treated  out  readily  to 
white,  sweet  oils  of  the  best  grade.  The  lubricating  stock  is  of  good 
color  and  rather  high  viscositj%  and  free  from  paraffin. 

6460.* 

Birch  Oil  Company.     Well   No.  5. 

Gravity 27.9°  Beaumfi 

This  is  a  very  limpid,  brownish-green  oil,  translucent  in  thin  laj-ers,  and  having  a 
mild  and  gassy,  but  not  very  sweet,  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  300  c.c.   distilled   from  copper,   first   four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.    Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 11.2  per  cent  00.3°  Beaum4 

Second  cut 5.0  per  cent  51.4° 

Third  cut 10.3  per  cent  42.1" 

Fourth  cut 10.4  per  cent  34.0° 

Fifth  cut 51.1  per  cent  21.8° 

Fixed  cjirbon 5.4  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  distillate  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  calculation 
of  the  residue  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum(5  10.5  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  0.3  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  10.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  10.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 30.0°  22.0  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 10.0°  26.0  per  tent  \  21.8° — 49.2'rf 

Asphalt "D"  13.5  per  cent,  or  47.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  first  runnings  from  this  oil  were  of  fair  color,  but  had  a  peculiar 
and  rather  sour  odor,  which  in  the  main,  though  not  entirely,  disap- 
peared in  the  test  treatment.  The  second  and  third  fractions,  however, 
though  rather  musty  as  they  came  from  the  still,  treated  out  to  water- 
white  oils  of  the  .sweetest  odor.     The  stove  oil  also  took  treatment  well. 

The  lubricating  stock  was  of  good  color,  was  slightly  burned,  and  had 
a  high  viscosity,  which  was  due  to  paraffin.     The  reduced  stock  was  also 

•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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of  pale  color,  and  contained  enough  paraffin  to  give  it  a  pasty  con- 
sistency at  normal  temperatures,  making  it  valueless  for  lubricants. 

5421.* 

Fullerton   Oil    Company.     Well    No.   10. 

Gravity 32.2°  Beaum§ 

This  is  a  very  limpid,  greenish-black  oil,  with  a  mild,  gassy  odor. 
DistiUafio)). 

.Sample  of  180  c.c.  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cut 14.9  per  cent  UO.S°  Beaumg 

Second  cut 11.5  per  cent  51.9° 

Third  cut 22.5  per  cent  41.9° 

Fourth  cut 9.8percent  32.7° 

Fifth  cut 37.4  per  cent  22.1° 

Fixed  carbon 3.9  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 

coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaumg  14.9  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  11.5  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  22.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  9.8  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate   29.9°  13.9  per  cent  )  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock . 1.5.8°  17.6  per  cent  \  22.1°— 31.5% 

Asphalt "D"  9.8  per  cent,  or  34.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  crude  run  very  pale  and  sweet,  and  take 
the  test  acid  readily.  The  reduced  stock  from  the  heavy  distillate  is  of 
good  color  and  high  viscosity,  and  shows  only  a  trace  of  parafSn.  This 
is  a  refining  oil  of  the  highest  grade. 

2465.1 

Puente  Oil   Company.     Columbia   lease. 

Gravity  32.4°  Beaume 

This  is  a  limpid,  greenish-black  oil,  with  a  mild,  gassy  odor.     The  number  of  the 
well  from  which  this  sample  was  taken  is  not  recorded. 
Disiillation. 

A  sample  of  125  c.c.  distilled  from  glass  to  a  temperature  of  518°  F.  Residue 
from  this  distillation  reduced  to  "D"  asphalt  in  vacuum.  Lubricating  stock 
from  this  run  reduced  to  a  21°  stock  in  vacuum.  The  results  from  the  three 
distillations  are :  • 

Crude  oil : 

Below  212°  F 7.0  per  cent  67.5°  Be.    ) 

212  to  302^ 1.5.5  per  cent  50.3"   "       (  ^^■^°  Beaum6 

302  to  51S" 26.6  per  cent  41.5° 

Residue  above  518° 50.9  per  cent  16.3° 

.  100.0  per  cent 

♦Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
tAnalysis  by  Wayne  Colver. 
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IJesidut:  from  above  : 

Lubricating  stock 40.7  per  cent  24.7°  Beaunig 

Asplialt    10.2  per  cent  Grade  "D" 

.50.9  per  cent 
Lubricating  stock  from  above  : 

Fuel  distillate 14.9  per  cent  ,3.3.7°  Beauin6 

Reduced  stock 25.8  per  cent  21.0° 

40.7  per  cent 

On  bringing  these  figures  together,  they  give  the  following  commercial 

analysis : 

Gasoline Gl°  Bcaum6  20.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  29.1  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 33.7°  14.9  per  cent 

Keduc-ed  stock 21.0°  25.8  per  cent 

Asphalt   "D"  10.2  per  cent,  or  35.8  lbs.  per  bbl. 


100.0  per  cent 


2438.* 


Fullerton  Oil  Company.     Well  No.  2. 

(iiaviiy   32.8°  Beaurn^ 

Flash  point below  00°  F.  (open  test) 

Tins  is  a  very  limpid,  greenish-black  oil,  with  a  mild  and  gassy  odor. 

ni.^tillatioit. 

."Sample  of  100  c.c.  distilled  from  glass  to  a  temperature  of  518°  F.     Residue 

reduced  to  asphalt  by  open  evaporation,  and  the  weight  corrected    (factor 

X  0.8)  for  oxidation  during  evajmration.     The  original  figures  ai'e  as  follows  : 

Below  212°  F 5.5percent;        rrv^^  t>  a 

^,  ^         o^.«o  .loo  i.  59.6     Beaum6 

212   to  302° 18.3  per  cent  \ 

302  to  518° 27.7  per  cent  40.8° 

Residue  above  518° 47.9  per  cent  11.0° 

Loss    0.6  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

After  evaporation  of  the  residue  to  asphalt,  and  calculation,  wo  have 

the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  20.0  per  cent 

Kngine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene  42°  31.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil  and  luliricants .34.8  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt   *'D"  13.7  per  cent,  or  48.1  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

•-Xnalysls  bv  IC.  N.  Moor. 
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4420.* 
Petroleum   Development  Company.     Well  No.  35. 

Gravity 32.8"  Beaum§ 

This  is  a  very  limpid,  greenish-black  oil,  with  a  mild  and  gassy  odor. 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  180  c.c.  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 12.5  per  cent  60.9°  Beaumg 

Second  cut 11.9  per  cent  52.2° 

Third  cut 23.3  per  cent  42.0° 

Fourth  cut 17.5  per  cent  31.7° 

Fifth  cut 29.4  per  cent  2.5.4° 

Fixed   carbon 5.4  grams  per  100  c.c. 


100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  inert  gas,  and  calculation 

of  the  coke  to  asphalt,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  shown : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  12.5  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  12.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  23.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  15.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.7°  18.0  per  cent  ^  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 6.0  per  cent  ( 2o.4°— 24.0% 

Asphalt "D"  13.5  per  cent,  or  47.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  crude  ran  pale,  and  treated  out  to  water- 
white,  sweet  oils  of  the  best  quality.  The  heavy  distillate  gave  a  semi- 
solid reduced  stock  containing  much  paraffin.  The  value  of  this  oil  is 
entirely  in  the  light  end. 

2441.t 
Puente  Oil  Company.     Columbia  lease. 

Gravity 33.0°   Beaum6 

Viscosity  at  60°  F 2.82  Engler 

This  is  a  very  limpid  oil  of  a  greenish-black  color  and  a  mild,  gassy  odor.  The 
number  of  the  well  from  which  sample  was  taken  is  not  recorded. 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  100  c.c.  distilled  from  glass  to  a  temperature  of  518°  F.  Residue 
reduced  to  asphalt  by  open  evaporation,  and  the  weight  corrected  (factor 
X  0.8)  for  oxidation  during  evaporation.     The  original  figures  are  as  follows  : 

Below  212°  F 5.8  per  cent  jl 

212  to  302° 16.0  per  cent  ) 

302   to   .518° 27.6  per  cent  42.8° 

Residue  above  518° 50.0  per  cent  15.5° 

Loss    0.6  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 


60.9°  Beaumg 


♦Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
tAnalysis  by  E.  N.  Moor. 
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After  evaporation  of  the  residue  to  asphalt,  and  calculation,  we  have 

the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum^  23.8  per  ceut 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  29.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil  and  lubricants 34.7  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt "D"  12.5  per  cent,  or  43.9  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

2439.* 

Puente  Oil   Company.     Columbia   lease. 

Gravity 33.4°  Beaume 

This  is  a  very  limpid  oil  of  a  greenish-black  color,  with  a  mild,  gassy  odor.     The 
number  of  the  well  from  which  sample  was  taken  is  not  recorded. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  100  c.c.  distilled  from  a  glass  flask,  to  a  temperature  of  518°  F. 
Residue  reduced  to  asphalt  by  open  evaporation,  and  weight  corrected  (factor 
X  0.8)  for  oxidation  during  evaporation.     The  original  figures  are  as  follows  : 

Below  212°  F 4.4  per  cent    ^       ^^qo  t>  ,  "^ 

212  to  302° 17.7  per  cent    i      ^^"^     Beaum6 

302  to  518° 30.8  per  cent    '       41.3° 

Residue  above  518° 45.6  per  cent  12.7° 

Loss   1.5  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  residue  to  asphalt,  and  calculation,  we  have  the 

following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  22.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  JNone 

Kerosene  — 42°  27.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil  and  lubricants 44.6  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt "D"  6.4  per  cent,  or  22.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 
7449.t 
Petroleum   Development  Company.     Well   No.  39. 

Gravity 34.0°  Beaum^ 

Sulfur 0.41  per  cent  by  weight 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c.  distilled  from  a  glass  flask,  without  steam  or  pas. 

Below  212  °  F 12.9  per  cent  63.4°  Beaum6 

212  to  302° 15.3  per  cent  53.1° 

302  to  392° 11.5  per  cent  44.0° 

392  to  482° 11.1  percent  33.6° 

482  to  572° 9.6  per  cent  30.7° 

572°  to  grade— a 19.5  per  cent  26.3° 

572°  to  grade— b 6.5  per  cent  25.8° 

Asphalt    11.0  percent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Loss   2.6  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

•Analysis  by  E.  N.  Moor. 
tAnalysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
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These  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  followiog  commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline Gl°  Beaum6  17.5  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  10.5  per  cent 

Kerosene  42°  16.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  16.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 26.1°  26.4  per  cent 

Asphalt  . "D"'  11.0  per  cent 

Loss 2.6  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

4419.* 

Petroleum   Development  Company.     Well  No.  39. 

Gravity 34.3°  Beaum.' 

This  is  the  same  oil  as  is  shown  by  analyses  2467  and  7449.  A  comparison  of 
these  figures  will  show  how  much  the  results  are  influenced  by  even  slight  differences 
in  the  method  of  running.  The  figures  below  come  closer  than  the  others  to  represent- 
ing the  results  which  would  be  had  in  large  scale  refining. 

Firet  cut 23.7  per  cent  60.5°  Beaume 

Second  cut 11.3  per  cent  49.1° 

Third  cut 8.3  per  cent  40.6° 

Fourth  cut 24.7  per  cent  .33.0° 

Fifth  cut 28.9  per  cent  20.6° 

Fixed  carbon 3.1  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  calculation  of  the  coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  com- 
mercial analysis: 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  22.0  per  cent 

Engine   distillate   52°  8.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  13.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  24.5  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 20.6°  24.2  per  cent 

Asphalt "D"  7.8  per  cent,  or  27.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  ran  very  pale  and  SAveet,  and  treated 
well.  The  lubricating  stock  was  not  rerun — compare  Nos.  7449  and 
2467. 

♦Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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2467.* 

Petroleum  Development  Company.     Well  No.  39. 

(Jiaviti- 34.5'  Bfaum6 

This  is  a  very  limpid,  greenish-black  oil,  with  a  mild,  gassj-  odor. 
Distillations. 

A  sample  of  150  c.c.  distilled  from  glass  to  a  temperature  of  518°  F.     Residue 
from  this  distillation  reduced  to  "D"  asphalt  iu  vacuum.     Lubricating  stock 
from  this  run  reduced  to  a  23.0°  stock  in  vacuum.     The  results  from  the 
three  distillations  are  : 
Crude  oil : 

Below  212"  F 6.2  per  cent  70.0^  Be.    /  p^n"  tj 

212  to  302° 17.1  per  cent  G0.2°  "      )  ^^'^    Beaume 

302   to  518° 28.6  per  cent  4.3.0° 

Residue  above  518° 48.1  per  cent  17.0° 

100.0  per  cent 
Residue  from  above : 

Lubricating  stock 33.7  per  cent  2G.5°  Beaum<5 

Asphalt 14.4  per  cent  ((}rade"D" 

48.1  per  cent 
Lubricating  stock  from  above  : 

Fuel  distillate 12.5  per  cent  .32.7°  Beaumg 

Reduced  stock       21.2  per  cent  23.0° 

33.7  per  cent 

On  brinf^ing  these  figures  together  they  give  the  following  commercial 
analysis : 

Gasoline (jl°   Beaume  24.5  percent 

Engine   distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene   42°  27.4  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 32.7°  12.5  per  cent 

Reduced  stock 23.0°  21.2  per  cent 

Asphalt "D"  14.4  per  cent,  or  50.5  lbs.  per  bbl. 

Kiu.d  ])(•!•  cent 

•Analysis   by  Wayne  Colver. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

SCATTERING  WELLS  IN  LOS  ANGELES,  ORANGE,  AND 
SAN  BERNARDINO  COUNTIES. 

In  these  three  counties  a  number  of  wells  have  been  drilled  at  greater 
or  less  distance  from  any  of  the  other  producing  fields.  Because  of  the 
scattering  nature  of  this  work,  it  is  difficult  to  treat  it  in  connection  with 
any  of  the  other  fields,  and  it  is  therefore  brought  together,  regardless  of 
location,  in  this  chapter.  In  all,  these  wells  have  been  located  in  seven- 
teen distinct  groups,  of  from  one,  to  as  high  as  fourteen  wells,  and  are 
scattered  all  the  way  from  the  line  of  Ventura  and  Kern  counties,  on  the 
west  and  north,  to  the  Mojave  desert  and  the  south  line  of  Orange 
County. 

LOS  ANGELES  COUNTY. 

LANCASTER. 

The  town  of  Lancaster  is  located  on  the  Valley  division  of  the  South- 
ern Pacific  railroad,  eight  miles  from  the  north  line  of  the  county.  This 
is  on  the  southern  edge  of  the  Mojave  desert,  which  stretches  north  to  the 
foot  of  the  Tehachapi,  and  east  into  San  Bernardino  County.  From 
the  Tehachapi,  on  the  north,  and  which  consists  entirely  of  granite  and 
highly  metamorphosed  rocks,  to  the  San  Gabriel  and  San  Bernardino 
ranges  on  the  south,  the  desert  is  a  flat  plain,  very  little  eroded,  with  a 
surface  consistingj  in  the  southern  and  western  portions,  of  a  light  clay 
soil,  very  fertile  where  water  can  be  had,  and  in  the  northern  and  east- 
em  portions  of  loose  granitic  sand,  dotted  with  dry  alkali  lakes.  From 
this  plain  rise  many  isolated  peaks  and  ridges,  most  of  which  are  of 
volcanic  origin,  and  at  the  east  in  particular  evidences  of  extensive  vol- 
canic action  are  numerous  and  widespread.  Aside  from  these  volcanic 
buttes  and  ridges  but  little  rock  is  to  be  seen,  and  late  marine  sediments 
are  entirely  wanting,  except  on  the  southwestern  border  of  the  basin, 
where  the  rocks  of  the  San  Gabriel  consist  in  part  of  marine  sandstones 
and  shales.  The  indications  are  that  this  great  basin  has  been  the  site  of 
a  large  elevated  lake  at  no  distant  period. 

B.  F.  Carter  ivells.  The  two  wells  drilled  at  Lancaster  were  just  north 
of  the  tOAvn,  one  on  each  side  of  the  railroad,  in  sections  9  and  10,  7  N. 
12  W.,  S.B.M.  The  first  well  was  drilled  in  the  year  1900,  was  1400  feet 
deep,  and  is  said  to  have  had  traces  of  oil.  Well  No.  2  was  drilled  in 
1901,  was  2000  feet  deep,  and  was  abandoned  as  pinched,  casing  reduced 
to  4  inches.  The  contractor  who  drilled  these  wells  states  positively 
that  the  second,  at  least,  had  a  fair  showing  of  oil,  though  nothing 
approaching  a  paying  quantity. 

In  this  connection  two  wells  drilled  at  Mojave  may  be  mentioned, 
though  they  are  over  the  line,  in  Kern  County. 
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Swastika  Oil  Syndicate.  This  company  started  a  hole  a  short  distance 
northeast  of  the  town  in  1910,  and  was  still  drilling  late  in  the  following 
year.  This  well  is  said  to  have  reached  a  considerable  depth,  but  what 
depth  is  not  certainly  known. 

Mojave  water  well.  A  well  somewhere  about  1800  feet  deep  is  said  to 
have  been  drilled  close  to  the  town,  several  years  ago.  This  well  was 
designed  to  supply  the  town  with  water,  but  at  this  depth  developed 
very  little  water,  and  no  indications  of  oil  or  gas. 

CALABASAS. 

In  the  Santa  Monica  range,  near  the  west  line  of  Los  Angeles  County, 
two  wells  have  been  drilled.  This  range  has  already  been  noted  as  lying 
north  of  the  Salt  Lake  field.  From  this  point  it  reaches  to  the  west 
almost  the  entire  width  of  Ventura  County,  paralleling  the  ocean.  The 
rocks  of  these  hills  are  described  as  mainly  clays,  shales  and  sandstones, 
similar  in  every  respect  to  the  formations  found  in  the  Simi  and  Santa 
Clara  Valley  region  to  the  north.  No  direct  e\adences  of  petroleum  in 
the  way  of  seepages  or  brea  deposits  have  been  noted. 

Ramera  Oil  Company.  This  well  is  located  on  section  6,  1-17,  five 
miles  southwest  of  Calabasas  post  office,  and  eight  miles  from  Canoga,  on 
the  Chatsworth  branch  of  the  Southern  Pacific.  It  was  drilled  in  the 
years  1910  to  1912,  and  went  to  a  depth  of  2137  feet.  It  is  said  to  have 
had  a  good  deal  of  gas,  and  M-as  once  reported  to  have  had  a  streak  of 
shale  showing  thick  black  oil,  though  there  are  doubts  as  to  whether  this 
stratum  was  really  bituminous.  It  finally  struck  hot,  flowing  sulfur 
water,  and  was  suspended. 

Calabasas  Oil  Company.  This  hole  is  not  exactly  located,  but  is  said 
to  be  a  short  distance  north  of  the  Ramera  well,  and  near  the  summit  of 
the  ridge.     In  March,  1912,  it  was  reported  as  drilling,  at  667  feet. 

REDONDO. 

One  well  was  drilled  at  ^Manhattan  Beach,  and  at  least  three  south  of 
the  town  of  Redondo.  These  are  in  formation  very  similar  to  tliat  of 
the  San  Pedro  hills,  as  described  under  the  next  subhead. 

Tledley  &  Fullerton;  Manhattan.  This  well  is  located  on  the  B.  B. 
Hiss  place,  on  Twenty-second  street,  IManhattan  Beach,  about  one  half 
mile  east  of  the  railroad.  It  was  drilled  in  1910  to  a  depth  of  540  feet, 
and  abandoned  with  a  bit  in  the  hole. 

Bi.rhy  Ranch  ivell.  This  hole  is  locatetl  on  Rancho  Los  Palos  Verdes, 
about  two  miles  south  of  the  town  of  Redondo,  and  nearly  as  far  from 
the  coast.  It  was  drilled  in  1910,  to  a  depth  in  excess  of  2600  feet.  No 
discovery  was  reported  to  this  depth,  but  the  final  results  are  not  known. 
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Volcano  Oil  Company.  The  two  wells  of  this  company  were  located 
about  two  miles  south  of  Redondo,  but  close  to  the  coast,  No.  2  being 
gbout  one  half  mile  the  farther  south.  Well  No.  1  was  drilled  in  1900, 
and  abandoned  at  1100  feet  with  a  bit  in  the  hole.  Well  No.  2,  drilled 
in  the  succeeding  year,  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  1285  feet,  and  aban- 
doned because  of  excessive  water.  Neither  of  these  holes  gave  any 
indications  of  oil. 

SAN   PEDRO. 

The  peninsula  on  which  the  town  of  San  Pedro  is  situated  consists  of 
a  single  range  of  hills,  rising  abruptly  from  the  ocean,  and  almost  as 
steeply  on  the  land  side,  and  ranging  nearly  east  and  west.  The  highest 
point  in  these  hills  is  Mt.  San  Pedro,  with  an  elevation  of  1482  feet, 
while  the  summit  of  the  ridge  lies  generally  at  about  1000  feet  elevation. 

A  description  of  the  superficial  geology  of  these  hills  is  given  by 
W.  L.  Watts  in  Bulletin  19  of  the  State  Mining  Bureau.  From  this 
description  it  appears  that  the  body  of  these  hills  is  composed  of  hard 
whitish  or  yellowish  shales,  shown  in  section  along  the  coast  line,  and 
overlain  on  the  land  side  by  a  tough  clay  formation.  At  Point  Fermin, 
and  also  on  Dead  Man's  Island,  to  the  east,  are  exposures  of  a  soft  yel- 
lowish sandstone.  All  of  these  rocks,  shales,  clays  and  sandstones 
are  bituminous  in  places,  or  traversed  by  bituminous  streaks. 

In  the  mass  of  the  hills  are  bodies  of  eruptive  rocks,  which  give  but 
small  exposures,  and  have  not  been  placed  relative  to  the  other  forma- 
tions. They  appear,  however,  to  have  been  injected  at  a  rather  late 
period,  and  probably  occur  as  dykes.  The  entire  structure  of  the  range 
appears  to  be  very  much  broken  and  disturbed.  No  live  seepages  have 
been  noted  in  these  hills,  the  occurrences  of  bitumen  being  in  the  form 
of  thin  asphaltic  stringers  in  the  shale,  and  a  dry  bituminization  of  the 
sandstones. 

Five  wells  are  known  to  have  been  drilled  in  the  endeavor  to  locate  a 
possible  oil  deposit,  in  addition  to  the  three  w^ells  at  the  west  end  of  the 
range  noted  under  the  head  Redondo.  As  Mill  be  seen  from  the  list 
below,  none  of  these  wells  tested  the  country  to  any  great  depth,  though 
such  results  as  were  had  were  not  of  an  encouraging  nature. 

San  Pedro  Oil  Company.  This  well  was  drilled  in  1895,  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill  just  west  of  the  town.  This  well  showed :  adobe  soil  to  100  feet, 
dark-colored  shale  and  brea  to  400  feet,  light-colored  shale  to  550  feet, 
brown  shale  to  850  feet.  The  water  in  this  well  was  shut  off  near  the 
surface,  and  it  is  said  that  small  quantities  of  heavy  oil  were  found. 
Abandoned  at  850  feet  because  of  lost  tools. 

Pierson  Hotel  well.  This  well  was  drilled  manj'  years  ago,  by  parties 
now  unknowTi,  near  the  old  Pierson  Hotel.  Watts  reports:  "This  well 
is  said  to  be  495  feet  deep,  nearly  all  clay,  or  clay  shale,  with  a  little 
brea,  and  with  a  stratum  of  asphaltum  near  the  bottom  of  the  hole. ' ' 


SCATTERING    WELLS    IN    LOS    ANGELES    COUNTY.  329 

New  San  Pedro  Oil  Company.  This  well  was  on  the  north  face  of  the 
hills,  a  short  distance  west  of  the  town.  It  was  drilled  in  1901.  andwa.s 
carried  to  something  over  800  feet,  where  it  was  abandoned  for  financial 
reasons.  The  owners  of  this  well  report  that  it  found  mncli  water  and 
a  showing  of  gas,  but  no  oil. 

Dodson  well.  The  so-called  Dodson  well  was  a  short  distance  south- 
east of  the  foregoing,  and  in  about  the  same  position  as  regards  the  hill 
formation.  It  was  drilled  in  1901,  and  abandoned  at  about  900  feet, 
finding  a  good  deal  of  sulfur  water,  and  a  little  gas. 

Lighthouse  Oil  Company.  The  location  of  this  well  was  due  south  of 
the  town  of  San  Pedro,  on  the  point  close  to  Point  Fermin  lighthouse. 
This  well  was  drilled  in  1901,  and  abandoned  at  .somethiog  over  800  feet, 
for  financial  reasons.  It  is  said  to  have  shown  nothing  in  the  way  of 
indications  except  a  little  of  the  dry  bitumen  which  is  in  evidence  on 
the  surface  at  this  point. 

LONG   BEACH. 

Two  wells  drilled  for  water  in  the  city  of  Long  Beach  gave  indications 
of  oil,  though  these  were  never  folloAved  up. 

The  well  drilled  at  the  asbestos  plant  struck  gas  at  a  depth  of  350  feet, 
and  is  reported  to  furnish  enough  gas  to  run  the  plant.  No  oil  was 
found  in  this  well. 

A  water-well  drilled  at  one  of  the  laundries,  to  a  depth  of  375  feet, 
also  found  a  little  gas,  which  bubbles  up  through  the  water.  There  is 
enough  heavj'  oil  in  this  well  to  spoil  the  water  for  the  use  of  the  plant, 
and  it  is  said  that  after  standing  for  some  time,  clean  oil  may  be  dipped 
from  the  surface  of  the  water  as  it  stands  in  the  casing. 

NORTH   OF    LOS    ANGELES. 

At  least  four  wells,  and  probably  several  others  of  which  no  certain 
records  remain,  were  drilled  a  short  distance  north  of  the  bounds  of  the 
Los  Angeles  City  map.  The  two  western  wells  were  on  the  north  side  of 
the  so-called  Los  Angeles  anticline,  the  two  toward  the  east  were  in  a 
strip  of  formation  similar  to  that  of  the  Los  Angeles  field,  extending  to 
the  northward  into  and  over  the  older  formations  of  the  San  Gabriel 
range.  With  these  may  be  included  ten  holes  whose  locations  are  shown 
on  the  map,  north  of  the  fault-line  bounding  the  City  field.  The  results 
from  these  wells  indicate  that  the  strata  north  of  the  fault  are  oil- 
lioaring  at  many  places,  but  no  production  has  ever  been  had.  while  a 
great  deal  of  water  was  found  in  all  the  holes  drilled.  This  territory  as 
a  whole  appears  to  be  considerably  disturbed. 

Angeliiui  Heights  well.  Described  as  located  in  Lot  26,  Block  19.  of 
Angelina  ITeiglits  addition.  Reported  to  have  passed  through  a  six-foot 
sand  at  900  feet,  carrying  considerable  oil.  but  was  abandoned  at  1186 
feet  because  of  f|uieksaud  and  water.     Drilled  about  1895. 
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Bryant  &  Company.  Described  as  having  been  located  at  Ivanhoe, 
and  probably  on  the  northwest  quarter,  northeast  quarter,  section  7,  1  N. 
13  W.  This  well  was  more  than  1000  feet  deep,  and  penetrated  mainly 
soft  sandstone  and  sandy  shale,  with  calcareous  hard  shells.  Small 
quantities  of  oil  and  much  water  were  found. 

Chance  well.  Near  the  corner  of  Echo  Park  road  and  Belmont 
avenue,  Los  Angeles  City.  Drilled  about  1895,  and  abandoned  at  450 
feet  because  of  water  and  running  sand.  Said  to  have  had  a  showing  of 
oil  near  the  bottom. 

Climax  Oil  Company.  This  well  is  not  exactly  located,  but  is  said  to 
have  been  on  the  Verdugo  road,  one  and  one  half  miles  north  of  Gar- 
vanza,  which  w^ould  be  in  the  east  end  of  Eagle  Rock  Valley.  It  was 
drilled  in  1901,  and  was  abandoned  at  a  little  over  700  feet,  with  the 
tools  in  the  hole.     Much  water  was  found,  but  no  indications  of  oil. 

Eureka  Oil  Company.  This  well  was  on  the  line  of  Effie  street,  about 
four  hundred  feet  north  of  Berkeley  avenue.  It  is  said  that  this  hole 
was  abandoned  at  about  700  feet  because  of  water,  having  had  a  showing 
of  oil. 

Fudicker  well.  South  of  the  corner  of  First  and  Reno  streets,  Los 
Angeles  City.  This  location  is  just  north  of  the  fault  line,  or  possibly 
in  broken  material.  It  was  drilled  about  1895  to  a  depth  of  550  feet, 
through  sandstone  and  shale.  The  sandstone  showed  a  little  oil,  but  the 
well  struck  flowing  water,  which  issued  from  the  well  for  a  long  time, 
carrying  a  little  oil. 

Gasson  &  Co.  This  well  is  not  located,  but  is  said  to  have  been  on  the 
Hunter  tract,  west  of  Garvanza.  Drilled  about  1895  to  a  depth  of 
985  feet,  and  abandoned  because  of  water.     No  oil  was  found. 

Lookout  Mountain  well.  This  well  was  located  just  north  of  Reservoir 
street  a  short  distance  west  of  the  line  of  Figueroa  street,  Los  Angeles 
City.  This  location  is  a  short  distance  north  of  the  fault-line.  This 
well  is  reported  to  have  been  drilled  to  550  feet,  and  abandoned  because 
of  water,  with  a  small  showing  of  oil. 

Mcintosh  well.  Located  at  the  comer  of  Bellevue  avenue  and  Old 
Temple  road,  Los  Angeles  City,  just  north  of  the  fault-line.  This  well 
was  carried  to  a  depth  of  1004  feet,  and  finally  abandoned  on  account  of 
water,  which  was  met  at  intervals  from  the  top  of  the  hole  to  the  bottom. 
Oil  was  found  at  80  feet,  165  feet,  406  feet,  432  feet  and  520  feet,  at 
which  depth  the  oil  rose  three  hundred  feet  in  the  hole,  and  baled  20 
barrels  in  one  afternoon.  Below  this  nothing  but  water  was  found  to 
996  feet,  when  another  small  showing  of  oil  was  had.  The  formation 
was  soft  sandstone  and  clay  shale. 
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Okell  &  Barber.  The  location  of  this  well  is  a  short  distance  south- 
east of  the  foregoing.  It  was  abandoned  at  300  feet  because  of  water, 
and  had  showings  of  oil  in  shale  at  90  feet  and  110  feet. 

Oregon  Oil  Company.  This  well  was  farthest  to  the  west  of  the 
string  of  wells  along  the  north  side  of  the  break,  being  at  Vermont 
avenue  and  Barrow  street.  It  is  said  to  have  been  abandoned  at  209 
feet,  with  some  water,  but  no  oil. 

Polhemus  well.  This  hole  is  a  short  distance  northwest  of  the  Okell  & 
Barber  well.  It  was  drilled  at  a  very  early  day,  probably  as  early  as 
1865.     It  is  said  to  be  390  feet  deep,  and  yielded  water  and  a  little  oil. 

Sisters'  Hospital  wells.  Just  north  of  the  Sisters'  Hospital  grounds, 
where  there  are  several  producing  wells,  are  two  water  wells,  said  to  be 
800  feet  deep,  without  any  showing  of  oil.  Thase  wells  are  evidently 
back  of  a  very  sharp  break,  as  the  producing  wells  just  south  get  their 
oil  at  a  less  depth. 

Union  Oil  Company.  A  well  was  drilled  by  this  company  at  First 
and  Alvarado  streets,  just  north  of  the  line  of  production.  This  well 
was  carried  to  900  feet,  and  abandoned  on  account  of  water.  It  is 
reported  that  an  oil-yielding  sand  was  found  about  fifty  feet  down,  but 
below  this  nothing  but  water,  indicating  that  this  hole  was  immediately 
on  the  upper  edge  of  the  producing  formation. 

Wilmot  cO  Holden.  This  well  is  on  the  Long  place,  on  Prospect 
avenue,  about  one  half  mile  east  of  Vermont.  Reported  to  be  500  feet 
def^p,  and  to  have  struck  flowing  water  carrying  a  little  oil  at  175  feet. 

Tliompson  Bros.  Located  on  Morton  street,  between  Geneva  and 
]\Iecca  avenues.  Depth,  625  feet,  with  a  thin  stratum  of  oil  sand,  and 
much  water. 

SOUTH    OF    LOS   ANGELES. 

At  least  seven  wells  liave  been  drilled  south  of  the  central  City  field, 
and  a  niimber  south  of  the  West  field,  l)ut  of  the  latter  no  records  what- 
ever can  be  found,  except  of  two  wells,  though  it  is  believed  that  there 
were  a  number.     The  list  so  far  as  known  is  as  follows : 

Maicr  lO  Zohelein.  Two  wells  were  drilled  on  the  property  of  the 
I\raier  &  Zobelein  Brewing  Company,  between  Commercial,  Aliso,  Vignes 
and  Amelia  streets.  The  first  hole  was  about  1100  feet  deep,  the  second 
1600  feet.  Considerable  bituminous  shale  was  encountered  down  to  the 
700-foot  level,  and  flowing  water  at  825  feet,  then  shale  to  1266  feet,  and 
below  this  sand  and  gravel,  with  much  water.  Neither  well  showed  any 
oil,  and  both  were  abandoned. 

United  States  Hotel  well.  On  the  property  of  the  United  States  hotel, 
on  Main  street,  opposite  the  post  office,  a  deep  water-well  was  drilled  in 
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the  year  1883.  This  hole  was  900  feet  deep,  and  found  water  with  a 
good  deal  of  inflammable  gas  in  blue  shale. 

Mcintosh  well  No.  2.  This  well  is  at  the  corner  of  State  and  Mignon- 
ette streets.  It  was  carried  to  1025  feet,  mostly  in  sand.y  clay,  with 
salt  water,  but  no  oil. 

Allison  &  Barlow.  This  well  was  drilled  near  the  corner  of  Second 
street  and  Beaudry  avenue.  Depth  said  to  be  about  1000  feet,  aban- 
doned on  account  of  water.     No  oil. 

Dunkelberger  ivell.  At  the  corner  of  Second  and  Emerald  streets. 
About  800  feet  deep,  with  a  very  little  oil,  but  much  water. 

Johnson  well.  This  Avell  was  drilled  near  the  corner  of  Third  and 
Figueroa  streets,  and  at  a  depth  of  1100  feet  had  water  onl3^ 

Perkins  well.  Located  near  Third  and  Jewell  streets.  Was  drilled  to 
a  depth  of  600  feet,  aod  had  salt  water  only. 

COMPTON. 

Between  Howard  Summit  on  the  San  Pedro  line,  and  Compton  on  the 
line  to  Long  Beach,  seven  shallow  wells  have  been  put  down.  These 
wells  were  not  drilled  for  oil,  but  as  they  Avere  in  untested  territory,  and 
gave  some  indications  of  bitumen,  they  are  of  interest. 

Three  wells  were  drilled  at  an  early  date  on  the  C.  E.  Kosecrans  tract, 
in  sections  18  and  19,  3-13.  Two  of  these  wells  were  135  feet  and  90  feet 
deep,  the  depth  of  the  third  is  not  recorded.  The  deeper  well  gave  suffi- 
cient gas  to  be  used  for  fuel  purposes,  for  many  years,  the  shallower 
only  a  small  amount. 

About  one  and  one  half  miles  southeast  of  these  wells,  on  Duncan 
property,  in  the  Hayward  tract,  a  400-foot  water  well  shows  quite  a  lot 
of  gas.  It  is  said  that  there  is  a  deposit  of  brea  in  the  vicinity  of  this 
well,  which  has  been  collected  and  used  for  fuel. 

In  a  330-foot  Avell,  half  a  mile  west  of  the  Rosecrans  wells,  shale  carry, 
ing  oil  was  found  at  a  depth  of  180  feet,  and  a  black  carbonaceous  streak 
at  197  feet. 

In  1900  an  oil  well  was  reported  to  be  drilling  in  section  19.  a  short 
distance  southeast  of  the  gas  wells.  It  had  then  reached  a  depth  of 
420  feet,  and  the  drillers  claimed  to  have  a  showing  of  oil,  but  the  later 
history  of  the  well  is  not  now  discoverable. 

There  is  also  said  to  be  a  showing  of  oil  on  the  water  from  a  380-foot 
irrigation  well  in  section  23,  southeast  of  the  Rosecrans  wells. 

Even  these  slender  indications  are  of  interest  in  connection  with  the 
fact  that  these  wells  are  located  along  a  little  ridge,  perhaps  100  feet  in 
height,  a  continuation  of  the  Tijera  hills.  This  low  roll  is  the  only 
interruption  to  the  continuity  of  the  plain  between  Los  Angeles  and  the 
ocean,  and  has  the  same  position  relative  to  the  Santa  Monicas  as  have 
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the  Coyotes  to  the  Puente  hills.  Where  the  summit  of  this  raise  is  cut 
through  by  the  Long  Beach  electric  line,  an  anticlinal  structure  is 
plainly  shown,  and  it  seems  strange  that  (at  least  so  far  as  could  be 
learned)  no  prospecting  has  ever  been  done  along  this  ridge.  It  seems 
quite  certain  that,  if  any  oil  is  to  be  found  between  Los  Angeles  and  the 
ocean,  a  point  along  the  ridge  between  Palms  and  Compton  would  be 
the  most  favorable  place  at  which  to  drill. 

RAPETTO    HILLS. 

The  Rapetto  hills  are  a  continuation  to  the  ea.stward  of  the  ridge  in 
which  the  Los  Angeles  oil  deposits  occur,  and  connect  this  range  with 
the  Puente  hills,  in  which  the  Whittier  and  Fullerton  fields  are  found. 
The  formations  are  of  similar  age  and  structure  to  those  of  the  Puente 
hills,  though  in  the  Eapettos  the  anticlinal  form  seems  to  be  more  per- 
fect and  less  disturbed  by  faulting.  Nevertheless,  though  some  deep 
drilling  has  been  done,  no  indications  of  oil  have  been  found. 

Puente  Oil  Company.  The  Rapetto  well  of  this  company  was  located 
on  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  29, 1  S.  12  W, 
This  well  was  drilled  in  1910,  and  was  abandoned  at  2600  feet  without 
the  slightest  indications  of  oil. 

Standard  Oil  Company.  This  company's  No.  1  well  was  located  on 
the  northeast  quarter,  northwest  quarter,  section  34,  1-12,  while  No.  2 
was  on  the  southwest  quarter,  northeast  quarter,  28,  1-12,  both  on  land 
of  the  Monterey  Park  Land  Company.  These  wells  were  drilled  in  1010. 
and  are  said  to  have  each  been  very  close  to  3300  feet  deep.  They  were 
abandoned  when  drilled,  and  appear  to  have  been  completely  dry. 

Arctic  Oil  Company.  The  three  wells  of  this  company  on  land  of 
R.  Garvey  are  on  the  east  half,  northeast  quarter,  section  34,  1-12. 
These  wells  were  drilled  in  1897  and  1898,  and  were  dry  holes  at  600 
feet.  1200  feet  and  1100  feet,  respectively. 

Dollar  Oil  Company.  This  well  is  located  on  the  northwest  quarter, 
southwest  quarter,  section  32,  1-12.  At  last  reports  it  was  drilling  at 
intervals,  and  had  reached  a  depth  of  some  2000  feet.  Traces  of  oil 
were  claimed  at  about  1000  feet,  but  an  examination  of  the  dump  did  rot 
substantiate  this,  and  the  hole  is  believed  to  have  been  barren. 

Bilh  Vrnion  Oil  Company.  This  well  is  located  just  one  mile  south 
of  till'  above,  and  is  on  the  flat  at  the  foot  of  the  iiill.  while  llio  Dollar 
well  is  on  gently  sloping  ground,  aiid  the  Puente,  Stardard  and  Arctic 
wells  are  near  the  snnnnit  of  the  ridge.  This  well  was  .started  early  in 
1911,  and  at  the  end  of  that  year  was  said  to  lie  nearly  3000  feet  deep, 
and  was  drilling  at  intervals.     The  results  from  this  well  are  not  known. 

As  these  wells  were  located  in  sueh  manner  as  to  cross-cut  the  forma- 
tion, they  seem  to  dispos(>  of  any  possibility  of  findini!'  oil  in  tliis  ])ortion 
of  the  range. 
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Whiting,  Dwight.  A  well  owned  by  D.  "Whiting  et  at.  was  drilling  in 
June,  1900,  at  the  intersection  of  the  San  Gabriel  branch  of  the  Southern 
Pacific,  and  the  El  Monte  wagon  road.  This  is  in  the  northwest  quarter, 
southeast  quarter,  section  19,  1-12.  At  this  time  the  well  was  reported 
to  be  500  feet,  drilling,  and  to  have  passed  a  thin  oil  sand  at  about  300 
feet,  but  the  final  depth  is  not  known. 

Okell  Core  Drill  Company.  Started  a  well  on  the  northeast  quarter, 
southwest  quarter,  section  18,  1-12,  in  the  year  1911.  Results  not 
known. 

CHINO    VALLEY. 

But  little  drilling  has  been  done  in  the  Chino  Valley,  and  this  not  for 
oil,  though  in  one  well  a  small  amount  of  oil  was  found  and  is  still  in 
evidence. 

Schuyler  Ranch  well.  On  the  Schuyler  ranch,  section  16,  1  S.  1  E., 
a  300-foot  well  drilled  for  water  is  reported  to  have  a  small  amount 
of  oil. 

Sickleworth  Ranch  well.  This  well  was  located  in  section  5,  2-10,  a 
short  distance  north  of  the  town  of  Puente.  This  well  was  carried  to  a 
depth  of  800  feet,  and  found  much  water,  but  no  oil. 

Two  wells  are  said  to  have  been  drilled  near  the  town  of  Azusa,  but 
no  further  information  could  be  had. 

At  the  foot  of  the  Puente  range,  southeast  of  the  town  of  Puente,  a 
shallow  hole  has  lately  been  drilled,  in  which  a  good  showing  of  light  oil 
was  struck.  Details  are  not  known,  but  it  is  said  that  the  hole  gave 
enough  oil  to  bale,  and  that  this  was  materially  lighter  than  the  oil  from 
the  Puente  wells. 

ORANGE  COUNTY. 
OLIVE, 

A  single  well  is  known  to  have  been  drilled  about  four  miles  east  and 
a  little  south  of  the  town  of  Olive,  eight  miles  southeast  of  the  Anaheim 
wells  of  the  Amalgamated  Oil  Company. 

Orange  County  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  was  on  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  13,  4-9.  It  was  drilled  in  the  year  1900, 
to  a  depth  of  700  feet,  and  is  said  to  have  shown  traces  of  oil.  This 
well  is  in  the  bed  of  Santiago  Creek,  a  short  distance  above  the  point 
where  it  emerges  from  the  hills.  This  creek  for  some  distance  follows 
the  foot  of  a  fault  scarp,  the  north  being  the  upthrust  side.  The  rocks 
here  are  mainly  sandstone  with  a  little  shale,  and  near  the  mouth  of  the 
creek  a  capping  of  what  appears  to  be  volcanic  ash  is  found.  Farther 
up  the  creek,  and  on  the  north  side,  are  workable  deposits  of  a  soft  and 
rather  lignitic  coal,  but  no  direct  indications  of  oil  are  reported  from 
any  point  in  these  hills. 
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SANTA   ANA. 

East  and  southeast  of  the  town  of  Santa  Ana  are  two  shallow  holes 
drilled  for  oil,  both  of  which  are  dry. 

Wm.  Manser  wells.  Drilled  in  the  year  1894,  on  lots  284  and  383  of 
the  San  Joaquin  ranch.  These  wells  are  484  feet  and  719  feet  deep,  and 
were  drilled  through  gravel,  sand  and  clay,  but  found  no  oil. 

NEWPORT  BAY. 

Eleven  wells  have  been  drilled  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Newport 
Bay,  a  town  and  harbor  eighteen  miles  southeast  of  Long  Beach.  The 
town  is  situated  on  flat  land,  elevated  but  little  above  high  tide  line. 
Back  of  this  flat  land,  which  is  about  one  mile  wide,  and  parallel  to  the 
beach,  is  a  bluff  perhaps  one  hundred  feet  in  height,  above  which  is  a 
flat  mesa  stretching  away  for  a  long  distance  to  the  north.  This  bluff 
is  said  to  show  slight  seepages  of  oil,  though  these  could  not  be  found. 
The  wells  are  situated  on  this  mesa,  from  one  eighth  mile  to  two  miles 
from  its  edge,  and  the  depths  at  which  the  various  wells  reached  the 
sand  indicate  that  it  pitches  back  very  rapidly  from  the  ocean. 
Whether  this  bluff,  which  follows  the  ocean  for  some  distance,  is  due  to 
faulting  or  to  wave  action  is  not  apparent  on  the  surface,  but  the 
character  of  the  oil,  and  the  behavior  of  the  wells  close  to  the  edge,  indi- 
cate that  it  may  be  due  to  a  fault. 

Balboa  Oil  Company.  This  well  is  the  farthest  from  the  ocean  of  any 
of  this  group,  being  on  the  east  side  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Company's 
Santa  Ana-Newport  line,  about  three  miles  from  the  beach.  It  was 
drilled  in  the  year  1909,  and  carried  to  2974  feet.  Much  gas  was  found, 
and  what  appeared  to  be  a  large  amount  of  oil,  but  there  was  much 
water  in  the  hole,  and  the  oil  was  so  heavy  and  viscous  that  it  was  found 
impossible  to  pump  it.  The  well  was  suspended  for  a  long  time,  and  is 
believed  to  be  abandoned. 

Newport  Bay  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  three  wells  a  sh(irt 
distance  southeast  of  the  Balboa  well,  in  a  straight  line  directed  south- 
east. Well  No.  1  was  drilled  in  1906,  and  was  2640  feet  deep.  This 
well  had  an  encouraging  amount  of  oil,  but  the  casing  collapsed  and  tlie 
hole  was  abandoned.  Well  No.  2  was  about  three  hundred  feet  south- 
east of  No.  1,  and  was  drilled  in  1908.  Though  this  hole  was  carried 
much  deeper,  to  3442  feet,  it  had  only  traces  of  oil,  and  as  the  hole  at 
that  depth  was  not  in  condition  to  carry  farther  it  was  abandoned. 

Well  No.  3  was  about  the  same  distance  southeast  of  No.  2.  and  was 
drilled  in  1910.  This  hole  was  2809  feet  deep,  and  entered  a  stratum  of 
very  heavy  tar,  from  which  more  or  less  fluid  was  pumped.  The  oil. 
however,  was  so  heavy  that  it  could  not  be  pumped  without  steaming, 
and  after  working  over  the  well  a  long  time,  the  property  was  abandoned 
and  the  corporation  dissolved. 
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A  comparison  of  the  results  on  these  three  wells  indicates  very  strongly 
that  this  oil  was  not  found  in  a  stratum  of  sand,  as  in  the  fields  farther 
inland,  but  in  broken  formation  similar  to  that  of  the  Santa  Barbara 
coast.  Both  the  character  of  the  oil  and  its  occurrence  correspond 
exactly  with  those  of  the  tar  wells  at  Naples  and  Carpinteria. 

Kellernvan  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  was  one  location 
southwest  of  Newport  Bay  No.  3,  and  almost  due  south  of  No.  2.  This 
well  was  drilled  in  1910,  to  a  depth  of  2995  feet.  Near  the  bottom  of 
the  hole  a  tar  streak  similar  to  that  encountered  in  Newport  Bay  No.  3 
was  entered,  and  the  well  was  put  on  the  pump.  This  oil  was  so  heavy 
that  when  not  heated  by  direct  sun,  it  could  be  rolled  into  a  ball,  and 
pumping  was  almost  an  impossibility,  the  small  amount  taken  from 
the  well  being  worried  out  a  little  at  a  time.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
upper  water  could  never  be  shut  off,  and  finally  the  well  was  pulled  and 
abandoned. 

Clyde  Jackson  Oil  Company.  This  well  was  on  the  west  side  of  the 
railroad,  abnost  due  west  of  the  Newport  Bay  wells.     It  was  drilled  in 

1910,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  that  year  was  2800  feet  deep,  and  was 
being  cemented  for  the  third  or  fourth  time.  This  well  was  then  said 
to  have  some  oil,  but  was  so  thoroughly  flooded  as  to  prevent  a  test.  Its 
later  history  is  not  known. 

Tidewater  Oil  Company.     This  company  started  to  drill  in  the  year 

1911,  a  short  distance  southwest  of  the  Kellerman  well.  The  results  of 
this  operation  are  not  known. 

Newport  Oil  Company,  or  Port  Orange  Asphalt  Company.  A  com- 
pany operating  under  one  of  these  names  drilled  three  wells  not  far  from 
the  edge  of  the  bluff,  about  the  year  1900. 

Well  No.  1  was  775  feet  deep,  and  found  a  tar  similar  to  that  of  the 
Kellerman  well  between  180  feet  and  300  feet.  Well  No.  2  was  a  short 
distance  northwest  of  No.  1.  It  was  765  feet  deep,  and  found  the  same 
streak  at  300  feet.  Well  No.  3  was  southeast  of  No.  1.  It  was  885  feet 
deep,  and  was  a  dry  hole,  said  not  to  have  had  any  traces  of  the  material 
found  in  the  other  two  wells.  Nos.  1  and  2  were  pumped  for  a  short 
time,  but  the  small  yield  did  not  justify  operating  expense,  and  they 
were  abandoned. 

Santa  Ana  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  a  well  at  the  edge  of 
the  bluff,  about  one  mile  east  of  the  Newport  wells,  in  the  year  1889. 
This  well  was  1235  feet  deep,  and  found  much  water,  but  no  indications 
of  oil.  It  was  abandoned  because  of  lost  tools.  This  company  also 
operated  at  Piru,  Ventura  County,  and  at  two  points  in  the  Newhall 
field. 
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LAGUNA  BEACH. 

Laguna  Beach  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  a  well  at  Abalone 
point,  on  lot  164  of  the  San  Joaquin  ranch,  about  one  mile  northwest  of 
Laguna  Beach.  This  well  was  drilled  in  1899,  and  was  680  feet  deep. 
At  this  depth  the  easing  was  accidentally  shot  off,  and  the  hole  lost.  No 
indications  of  oil  were  found. 

SAN  JUAN   CAPISTRANO. 

The  territory  between  Newport  Bay  and  the  Orange  County  line  is 
described  in  some  detail  by  W.  L.  Watts,  Bulletin  19  of  the  State  Mining 
Bureau.  That  portion  of  the  coast  line  in  the  neighborhood  of  San  Juan 
Capistrano  is  characterized  by  thick  beds  of  a  yellowish  sandstone,  lying 
nearly  flat,  and  cut  into  cliffs  by  wave  action.  No  seepages  or  other 
superficial  indications  of  petroleum  have  been  noted  in  this  neighbor- 
hood.    Two  shallow  wells  have  been  drilled  in  this  vicinity. 

Egan  Ranch  wells.  The  welLs  are  located  on  Rancho  Niguel,  about 
one  mile  north  of  the  town  of  San  Juan  Capistrano,  in  section  36,  7-8. 
The  first  well,  315  feet  deep,  is  said  to  have  shown  gas  and  some  oil  in 
black  shale  near  the  bottom.  The  other  well  was  253  feet  deep,  and 
barren. 

SAN  BERNARDINO  COUNTY. 

CHINO. 

The  Puente  hills  extend  to  the  eastward  from  the  FuUerton  field,  and 
cross  the  southern  point  of  San  Bernardino  County.  The  lithologic 
character  of  these  hills  on  their  eastern  face  is  the  same  as  in  that 
portion  on  which  the  Fullerton  wells  are  located,  and  as  there  are  bitu- 
minous deposits  at  a  number  of  points,  many  wells  have  been  drilled  in 
the  hope  of  finding  an  eastern  extension  of  this  field.  To  this  time, 
however,  such  efforts  have  not  met  with  success,  the  only  oil  found  being 
too  heavy  and  in  too  small  quantity  to  bo  of  value.  The  records  of  this 
work  are  as  follows : 

Towns  well.  This  well  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  Puente  hills,  on 
the  east  face,  on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  17,  2-8,  about  two  miles 
southwest  of  the  town  of  Chino.  This  well  was  drilled  in  1900,  and 
abandoned  at  a  depth  of  1000  feet.  Flowing  snlfnr  water  was  .struck 
at  750  feet,  but  no  indications  of  oil  were  found. 

Gird  well  No.  1.  This  well  was  located  on  the  east  face  of  the  Puente 
range,  at  an  elevation  of  about  1000  feet,  on  the  southwest  quarter  of 
section  18,  2-8.  About  one  half  mile  southwest  of  this  location  is  a 
large  deposit  of  bituminous  sand.  This  well  was  drilled  about  1895,  to 
a  depth  of  some  800  feet.  It  is  reported  that  this  well  piissed  through 
two  sands  yielding  oil.  but  that  those  wore  oasod  oft'  and  the  well  carried 
down  as  a  water  well. 
23—63 
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Chino  Valley  Beet  Sugar  Company.  Well  No.  1  of  this  compauy  was 
drilled  on  the  Los  Angeles  County  side,  and  is  mentioned  under  the  head- 
ing FuUerton.  Well  No.  2  was  located  on  the  east  face  of  the  range,  at 
the  1200-foot  level,  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  30,  2-8.  This 
well  was  drilled  in  1898,  to  a  depth  of  1000  feet.  It  penetrated  shales 
of  various  colors,  and  streaks  of  sand,  finding  a  rather  dry  oil  sand 
between  440  and  465  feet,  w^hich  gave  a  seepage  of  oil  near  the  bottom. 
Water  was  struck  below  this,  and  the  well  was  abandoned. 

FuUerton  Sunset  Oil  Company.  This  com^pany  drilled  a  well  on  the 
flat  land  near  the  foot  of  the  hills,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Chino  Creek, 
northeast  quarter  of  section  36,  2-8.  This  well  was  drilling  in  the  year 
1901,  but  nothing  is  known  as  to  its  history. 

Union  Oil  Company;  Chino.  The  Chino  well  of  the  Union  Oil  Com- 
pany was  located  on  the  northwest  quarter,  section  34,  2-8,  just  at  the 
foot  of  the  eastern  face  of  the  Puente  range.  This  well  is  said  to  have 
been  some  3000  feet  deep,  and  was  abandoned  when  finished,  but  noth- 
ing can  be  learned  as  to  what  was  found. 

Cords  well.  This  old  well  was  located  on  the  northwest  quarter, 
section  32,  2-8,  just  north  of  the  Chino  Land  and  Water  Company's 
wells.     Nothing  is  known  as  to  its  history. 

Chino  Land  and  Water  Company.  The  first  three  wells  of  this  com- 
pany were  located  along  the  south  line  of  section  32,  2-8,  near  the  sum- 
mit of  the  ridge.  These  wells  were  drilled  about  the  year  1901,  and 
were  from  900  to  1000  feet  deep.  These  wells  all  made  a  little  oil,  and 
were  pumped  for  a  time,  but  the  oil  was  heavy  and  in  small  quantity, 
and  they  were  finally  abandoned  as  unprofitable. 

This  company  also  drilled  a  well  on  the  northeast  corner  of  section 
24,  2-8,  on  the  flat  southeast  of  the  town  of  Chino.  The  depth  of  this 
well  is  not  known.  A  stratum  of  heavy  tar  was  struck,  and  this  is  said 
to  be  still  flowing  slowly  from  the  abandoned  hole. 

Glohe  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  three  wells  south  of  the 
Chino  Land  and  Water  Company's  welLs,  two  being  in  the  northeast 
quarter,  section  5,  and  one  in  the  northeast  quarter,  section  6,  3-8. 
These  wells  are  said  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  1000  feet  deep,  and  to 
have  found  a  little  heaw  oil,  but  no  profitable  production.  They  are 
abandoned. 

Gird  well  No.  2.  This  well  was  located  near  the  summit  of  the  ridge, 
but  rather  on  its  southeast  face,  on  the  northeast  quarter,  section  7,  3-8. 
This  well  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  1200  feet,  and  penetrated  shales 
and  sandSj  with  much  water.  This  water  was  brackish,  and  carried  a 
small  amount  of  oil. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 


SANTA  BARBARA  COUNTY. 

The  oil  deposits  of  Santa  Barbara  county  do  not  fall  strictlj'  ^vithin 
the  scope  of  the  present  report,  as  the  San  Rafael  mountains,  the  direct 
westerly  extension  of  the  Tehachapis,  terminate  near  the  city  of  Ven- 
tura. But  for  purposes  of  convenience  the  Santa  Maria  or  Cuyama 
river  has  been  arbitrarily  taken  as  a  northerly  boundary,  thus  including 
the  entire  area  of  Santa  Barbara  County  (which  prop<'7-l\-  b<'l(iti<js  to  ilie 
Coast  country)  with  southern  California. 

The  counties  of  Santa  Barbara  and  Ventura  are  the  only  portions  of 
the  State  whose  main  topographic  lines  have  a  consistent  east  and  west 
direction.  In  all  other  parts  of  the  State,  though  varying  somewhat 
with  strictly  local  conditions,  the  higher  mountain  ranges  and  the 
principal  streams  bear  north-northwest  by  south-southeast,  or  parallel 
to  the  main  coast  line,  while  the  general  trend  of  minor  streams  and 
canons  is  northeast  and  southwest.  But,  as  a  glance  at  the  map  of  the 
State  will  show,  the  coast  line,  which  as  far  south  as  Point  Arguello  has 
the  usual  southerly  trend,  here  bends  at  almost  a  right  angle,  and  from 
Point  Concepcion  follows  a  course  nearly  due  east  to  Punta  Gorda.  on 
the  eastern  boundary  of  Santa  Barbara  Countj',  thence  southeast  to 
Dume  Point,  just  east  of  Ventura  county,  thence  due  east  to  Santa 
Monica,  where  the  southerly  direction  is  resumed,  and  continues  to  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  State. 

As  stated  in  a  previous  chapter,  the  northern  portion  of  Ventura 
(bounty  consists  of  a  shapeless  mass  of  mountains,  the  focus  of  a  number 
of  radiating  ranges.  To  the  east,  across  Los  Angeles  and  San  Bernar- 
dino counties,  extends  a  single  range  known  variously  as  the  Sierra 
Madre,  San  Gabriel  and  San  Bernardino  mountains.  To  the  north- 
east, the  Tehachapi  rears  a  high  barrier  between  the  Mojave  desert  and 
the  San  Joaquin  Valley,  swinging  to  join  the  Sierra  Nevada  at  the 
southwest  corner  of  Inyo  County.  To  the  northwest  the  Coast  Range 
mountains  lie  in  two  parallel  ranges,  the  eastern,  or  Mount  Diablo 
mountains,  forming  the  western  boundary  of  Kern  County,  leaving 
between  this  range  and  the  Santa  Margaritas  to  the  west  a  high  table- 
land known  as  the  Cuyama  Valley  and  Carissa  plain ;  while  to  the 
west  from  this  mountain  focus  extends  the  Santa  Ynez  range,  parallel 
to  the  San  Rafael  mountains  and  to  the  southern  coast  of  Santa  Barbara 
County,  and  terminating  but  a  short  distance  from  Point  xVrguello. 

Santa  Barbara  County  thus  consists  of  an  area  of  rectangular  shape, 
bounded  on  the  east  by  a  clustering  mass  of  high  mountains,  on  the 
north  by  the  valley  and  canon  of  Santa  IMaria  River,  on  the  south  by 
the  ocean,  with  a  narrow  strip  of  coast  land  backed  by  the  Santa  Ynez 
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mountains,  and  on  the  west  by  the  ocean,  and  a  low  and  irregular  range 
of  hills  parallel  thereto.  The  nonmountainous  portion  of  the  county 
consists  of  the  valley  of  the  Santa  Maria  River,  in  the  northwestern 
portion  of  the  county;  of  a  region  of  barren  sand  hills  along  the  west- 
ern coast;  of  the  Santa  Ynez  Valley,  lying  between  the  mountains  of 
that  name  and  the  low  hills  south  of  Santa  Maria  Valley,  and  of  the 
narrow  strip  of  coast  land. 

Santa  Maria,  Santa  Barbara  and  Los  Alamos  valleys,  and  portions  of 
the  coastal  strip,  are  intensively  cultivated.  The  lower  hills  are  devoted 
to  grazing,  but  the  higher  mountains  are  in  the  main  rocky,  rough,  and 
quite  sterile,  being  almost  waterless,  though  there  is  a  belt  of  pine 
timber  toward  the  west.  The  climate  over  the  whole  of  this  county  is 
warm,  equable  and  pleasant,  with  a  moderate  but  sufficient  rainfall 
occurring  entirely  during  the  winter  months.  The  whole  area  is  one 
of  great  scenic  beauty,  and  the  coast  strip  in  particular  is  famed  as  a 
winter  resort. 

Petroleum  has  been  found  or  diligently  sought  in  several  portions  of 
Santa  Barbara  County,  as  follows : 

Much  prospecting  has  been  done  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  Cas- 
malia  range  of  low  hills  parallel  to  the  western  coast.  At  only  one 
point,  near  the  railroad  station  of  this  name,  has  profitable  oil  been 
found.  These  developments  will  be  described  under  the  heading  Cas- 
malia. 

Between  the  Santa  Ynez  and  Santa  Maria  valleys  there  are  two 
ranges  of  hills,  of  moderate  height,  between  which  lies  the  narrow 
valley  of  Los  Alamos  Creek.  On  the  western  portion  of  the  range  to 
the  north  of  this  valley,  and  between  it  and  Santa  Maria  Valley,  lies  the 
"Santa  Maria"  or  Old  Field,  covering  both  the  north  and  south  sides 
of  the  hills.  This  is  the  onl}^  case  so  far  noted  in  this  State  where  oil  is 
found  on  both  sides  of  a  single  hill  range.  This  field  is  a  large  producer 
of  light  oil. 

East  of  the  Old  Field,  but  lying  on  the  north  slope  only,  is  the  ' '  Cat 
Canon"  or  "East  Side"  field,  an  important  source  of  heavy  oil  produc- 
tion, though  yet  but  partially  developed. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  hills  which  divide  Los  Alamos  from  Santa 
Ynez  Valley  lies  a  group  of  wells  known  as  the  Lompoc  or  Purissima 
group,  and  described  under  the  former  name.  These  wells  produce  oil 
of  medium  gravity. 

In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Santa  Tnez  Valley  oil  has  been  sought  at 
a  number  of  points,  though  so  far  without  success.  These  develop- 
ments are  described  under  the  heading  ' '  Santa  Ynez. ' ' 

Between  Gaviota  and  Santa  Barbara,  along  the  southern  coast  of  the 
county,  persistent  search  for  oil  has  been  made,  confined  entirely  to  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  shore  line,  where  a  number  of  heavy  oil  seep- 
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ages  are  found.  Oil  in  small  quantities  has  been  found  in  several  wells, 
but  no  profitable  production.  These  developments  are  described  under 
the  heading  Naples  to  Santa  Barbara. 

Within  the  limits  of  the  little  town  of  Summerland,  a  very  small  pool 
of  heavy  oil  was  opened  some  years  since,  intensively  developed,  but 
now  nearly  exhausted.  This  group  of  wells  is  described  under  the  sub- 
heading "Summerland." 

East  and  west  of  Summerland,  between  Santa  Barbara  and  the  mouth 
of  Rincon  Creek,  are  a  number  of  oil  seepages  and  a  deposit  of  bitu- 
minous rock.  Several  wells  have  been  drilled  near  these  seepages,  but 
no  production  has  been  had.  These  wells  are  described  under  the  head 
Santa  Barbara  to  Rincon. 

In  the  foothills  of  the  Santa  Ynez  range,  back  of  the  coast  strip  just 
mentioned,  is  a  line  of  older  outcrops,  which  show  some  seepages. 
Several  wells  have  been  drilled  here,  and  one  lease  produced  some  oil 
for  a  time,  but  is  not  now  being  worked.  These  developments  are 
described  under  the  heading  Santa  Ynez  Foothills. 

Prospecting  has  been  carried  some  distance  up  Rincon  Creek,  and 
some  work  is  yet  under  way.  These  wells  are  almost  immediately  on 
the  line  between  Santa  Barbara  and  Ventura  counties,  and  two  or  three 
of  them  are  on  the  Ventura  side.  These  wells  are  to  be  found  under 
the  heading  Rincon  Creek. 
Wells  in  the  Casmalia  Group. 

Twelve  wells  have  been  drilled  in  the  Casmalia  hills,  lying  parallel  to 
the  west  coast  of  the  county.  Two  of  these  wells  are  considered  as 
producers,  two  or  three  others  found  a  little  heavy  tar,  but  the  others, 
though  quite  deep,  made  no  discovery  whatever,  and  the  territory  along 
the  coast  is  generally  considered  as  nonproductive,  except  for  the  small 
pool  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Casmalia.  The  records,  as  far  as  they 
were  obtainable,  are  as  follows: 

Casmalia  Fanch  Oil  and  Development  Company.  The  first  two  wells 
of  this  company  were  on  the  Rancho  Casmalia,  near  the  east  line,  and 
about  one  mile  from  Casmalia  station.  This  location  probably  falls  on 
section  23,  9-35. 

Well  No.  1  was  drilled  in  1901,  and  was  980  feet  deep.  It  was  aban- 
doned because  of  the  loss  of  a  string  of  tools,  buried  in  caving  forma- 
tion, and  made  no  discovery. 

Well  No.  2  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  1700  feet,  and  into  a  stratum  of 
liquid  asphalt.  This  rose  in  the  easing,  and  great  efforts  were  made  to 
get  production  from  the  hole,  but  the  tar  proved  too  heavy  to  handle, 
and  the  hole  was  finally  abandoned. 

Well  No.  3  was  located  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  railroad,  close  to 
Schumann  siding.  It  was  abandoned  at  a  slight  depth  for  financial 
reasons. 
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Casmalia  Petroleum  Company.  This  company  has  a  producing  well 
on  the  Rancho  Punta  de  la  Laguna,  a  short  distance  west  of  the  railroad, 
and  about  one  mile  north  of  Casmalia  station.  This  well  makes  an  oil 
of  about  11°  Beaume,  and  appears  to  be  capable  of  considerable  produc- 
tion, so  far  as  the  capacity  of  the  sands  is  concerned.  To  this  time,  the 
difficult}^  of  handling  this  very  viscous  material  and  getting  it  out  of 
the  liole  has  prevented  either  a  large  or  a  steady  production.  The 
oil  is  desired  for  asphalt  making,  for  which  it  is  very  suitable. 

Kern  Trading  and  Oil  Company;  Casmalia.  This  well,  known  locally 
as  the  Southern  Pacific  well,  is  close  to  the  railroad  line,  on  the  west 
side,  and  one  mile  north  of  Casmalia  station.  It  was  drilled  in  the  year 
1905  to  a  depth  of  2690  feet,  and  is  considered  a  producer.  The  oil, 
which  is  extremely  heavy,  is  said  to  have  been  encountered  at  some  1600 
feet  depth,  but  the  hole  was  carried  down  in  the  hope  of  finding  a  light 
oil  sand  at  greater  depth.  It  is  said  that  indications  of  a  rather  light  oil 
were  had  at  the  bottom  of  the  hole,  but  the  heavy  oil  from  above  was 
never  eased  out,  and  finallj^  the  pipe  was  pulled  back  to  the  shallow  sand, 
and  the  well  put  on  the  pump.  As  with  the  Casmalia  well,  the  extreme 
viscosity  of  the  oil  has  prevented  any  large  production,  and  the  well  is 
pumped  only  at  intervals. 

Elizalde  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  was  located  in  the 
hills  west  of  the  railroad,  between  Schumann  and  Waldorf  sidings,  but 
can  not  be  exactly  located.  It  was  drilled  in  the  year  1901,  to  a  depth 
of  about  1000  feet,  and  is  said  to  have  found  traces  of  oil,  though  the 
report  is  not  authenticated. 

Laguna  Land  Company.  This  company  drilled  two  shallow  holes  on 
land  of  the  Union  Beet  Sugar  Company,  near  Betteravia.  Both  these 
wells  stopped  in  the  shifting  sand,  and  were  of  slight  depth.  No  dis- 
covery was  made. 

Mulholland  Oil  Company.  The  Mulholland  well  was  located  on  lot 
125  of  Rancho  Guadalupe,  west  of  the  railroad,  and  directly  back  of 
Waldorf  siding.  This  well  was  drilled  in  the  year  1904,  and  was  aban- 
doned at  1700  feet,  without  finding  any  indications  of  oil. 

Syndicate  Petroleum  Company.  This  well  was  located  about  two 
miles  northwest  of  Schumann  siding,  in  the  northeast  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 10,  9-35.  It  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  approximately  3300  feet, 
and  developed  much  water,  but  no  oil,  and  was  abandoned.  This  com- 
pany also  drilled  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Fullerton  field. 

The  Oil  Company.  A  company  with  this  extraordinary  name  drilled 
a  hole  somewhere  near  the  Syndicate  well,  but  not  exactly  located. 
This  was  abandoned  at  3400  feet,  without  finding  any  oil. 

Traders'  Union  Oil  Company.  The  weU  of  this  company  was  drilled 
in  the  year  1904,  just  west  of  the  railroad,  and  one  and  one  half  miles 
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north  of  Schumann  siding.     It  was  abandoned  at  a  depth  of  about  3350 
feet,  with  much  water,  but  no  oil. 

Wells  in  the  Santa  Ynez  Group. 

Under  this  heading  are  grouped  a  number  of  wells  scattered  over  the 
territory  south  of  the  Lompoc  and  Cat  Canon  wells,  and  falling  mainly 
within  the  bounds  of  Santa  Ynez  Valley  or  the  adjacent  hills.  With 
but  one  exception  (a  well  close  to  the  Cat  Canon  field)  none  of  these 
wells  have  developed  any  oil,  and  prospecting  has  ceased,  for  the 
present  at  least,  over  the  entire  area. 

Unfortunately,  the  information  available  as  to  many  of  these  wells  is 
very  scanty,  and  of  a  number  not  even  the  depths  can  be  learned.  It 
may  be  useful,  however,  to  give  a  list  of  the  welLs  drilled,  and  such  data 
as  are  at  hand  regarding  them : 

Dome  Oil  Company;  Wickenden.  The  Dome  well  on  the  Wickenden 
tract  is  located  on  the  east  side  of  Canada  Arena,  about  two  mile,s  north 
of  Los  Alamos  Creek.  This  well  was  drilled  in  the  year  1911  to  a  depth 
approximating  2900  feet,  and  entered  a  body  of  very  heavy  and  viscous 
tar,  about  the  weight  of  water,  and  solid  enough  to  roll  into  balls  in  the 
hand.  There  appears  to  be  a  large  supply  of  this  material,  but  up  to 
this  time  it  has  been  found  impracticable  to  raise  any  large  quantity  to 
the  surface. 

Asfiociated  Oil  Company;  Pezzoni.  The  well  drilled  by  the  Recruit 
Oil  Company  on  the  Pezzoni  tract  (now  belonging  to  the  Associated  Oil 
Company)  is  located  on  the  west  side  of  Caiiada  Arena,  close  to  the 
south  line  of  Rancho  Tinaquaic,  and  about  one  and  one  half  miles  north 
of  the  Dome  well.  This  hole  was  drilled  in  the  year  1904,  and  carried 
to  a  depth  of  2200  feet.  It  is  said  to  have  had  traces  of  oil  at  1250  feet, 
but  nothing  below,  and  to  have  stopped  in  crystalline  rock  (diabase?). 

Princess  Oil  Company;  Mnscio.  The  well  of  the  Princess  on  the 
^IiLseio  tract  is  on  the  west  side  of  Cuaslui  Creek,  about  one  half  mile 
south  of  the  southern  line  of  Rancho  Tinaquaic.  This  well  is  drilling, 
and  is  reported  (May,  1912)  to  be  3425  feet  deep,  and  to  have  had 
several  showings  of  oil,  mostly  in  shale. 

Oil  Fields  Syndicate.  The  well  of  this  company  is  on  the  John  Bell 
tract,  some  four  miles  west  of  the  Dome  and  Pez/.oni  wells,  but  can  not 
be  exactly  located.  It  is  drilling,  and  is  reported  (^lay,  1912)  to  have 
considerable  oil  at  2650  feet. 

Primarera  Oil  Company.  This  company,  a  San  Francisco  corpora- 
tion, drilled  four  wells  on  the  Underbill  tract,  in  the  year  1901.  These 
wells  appear  to  have  been  on  lots  14  and  13  of  the  F.  T.  Underbill  ranch, 
a  portion  of  Rancho  Laguna.  Nos.  1  and  2  were  a  short  distance  east 
of  the  ranch  hou.se,  and  about  one  half  mile  from  Los  Alamos  Creek, 
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while  No,  4  was  about  one  mile  to  the  northeast,  and  No.  3  can  not  be 
located.  Nos.  1  and  2  were  lost  holes  at  about  500  feet  and  800  feet, 
respectively.  No.  3  was  abandoned  because  of  lost  tools  at  750  feet, 
and  No.  4  struck  boulders  and  much  fresh  water  at  about  500  feet.  No 
indications  were  found  at  this  slight  depth. 

Jalama  Oil  and  Development  Company.  This  company  is  said  to 
have  drilled  a  rather  shallow  hole  on  the  Diblee  ranch,  in  the  canon  of 
Jalama  Creek,  near  the  junction  of  Canada  la  Escondido,  and  in  the 
southwest  corner  of  Rancho  San  Julian.  This  hole  was  drilled  in  1902, 
and  found  no  oil.     The  depth  is  not  known. 

Bear  Creek  Oil  and  Mining  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  was 
located  on  the  south  side  of  Bear  Creek,  on  the  Rancho  Lompoe,  and 
some  two  miles  from  the  ocean.  This  well  was  drilled  in  1907,  and 
carried  to  a  depth  of  3500  feet.  It  found  a  little  tar,  as  is  usual  in 
wells  along  this  coast,  but  no  oil,  and  was  abandoned. 

The  Bear  Creek  company  later  developed  a  producing  property  in 
North  Midway,  Kern  County. 

Las  Cruces  Oil  Company.  This  hole  was  located  in  the  west  branch 
of  Gaviota  Creek,  on  the  east  line  of  Rancho  San  Julian,  and  four  miles 
(in  a  straight  line)  north  of  the  ocean.  It  was  drilled  in  1909  and  1910, 
to  a  depth  not  known,  but  in  excess  of  2900  feet,  and  is  said  to  have 
been  entirely  barren.     Abandoned. 

Micaela  Oil  Company.  The  Micaela  well  is  also  reported  to  have  been 
abandoned,  but  nothing  is  knoTVTi  as  to  its  history.  This  well  was 
located  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  26,  6-32. 

San  Lucas  Oil  Company.  This  well  was  located  on  the  south  bank  of 
the  Santa  Ynez  River,  four  miles  east  of  the  town  of  Santa  Ynez,  in 
section  14,  6-30.  It  was  drilled  in  1910  to  a  depth  of  3460  feet,  and  in 
spite  of  many  reports  to  the  contrary,  showed  no  indications  whatever 
of  oil,  being  from  top  to  bottom  in  a  light-brown  shale.     Abandoned. 

Santa  Ynez  Oil  Company.  The  two  wells  drilled  by  this  company  in 
the  year  1900  can  not  be  located,  though  they  were  probably  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  town  of  Santa  Ynez.  Well  No.  1  is  said  to  have 
been  about  1000  feet  deep,  with  much  water,  but  no  oil,  while  No.  2  was 
abandoned  at  about  1400  feet,  also  without  indications. 

Santa  Barharor^Califdrnia  Oil  Company.  No  information  whatever 
car  be  had  regarding  the  three  wells  of  this  company.  Nos.  1  and  2 
were  located  near  the  north  line  of  Rancho  San  Carlos  de  Jonata,  prob- 
ably in  sections  20  or  21,  7-31.  Well  No.  3  was  about  four  miles  to  the 
south.-  in  section  9j  6-31.  Two  of  these  wells  are  said  to  have  been  quite 
deep,  and  all  three  to  have  been  entirely  barren. 

Buell  Ranch  Oil  Company.     The  well  of  this  company,  later  absorbed 
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five  miles  in  length  (from  east  to  west).  At  the  west  end  a  definite 
limit  has  been  set,  only  a  short  distance  beyond  present  production,  bj' 
the  drilling  of  three  deep  failures.  The  wells  farthest  to  the  south  are 
all  producers,  and  while  details  as  to  these  wells  are  lacking,  it  does  not 
appear  that  any  certain  limit  has  been  set  in  this  direction.  At  the 
east  end  the  field  has  lately  been  extended  by  the  drilling  of  two  mod- 
erate producers  a  mile  to  the  east  of  former  developments,  and  pros- 
pecting is  still  being  carried  in  this  direction.  On  the  north  limb  two 
deep  failures  have  been  drilled,  while  in  the  northeastern  portion  of  the 
developed  area,  which  falls  nearly  on  the  anticlinal  apex,  two  or  three 
wells  have  found  considerable  oil,  but  have  no  production,  leaving  the 
final  value  in  this  direction  open  to  doubt. 

As  in  all  fields  where  the  developments  are  largely  owned  by  a  single 
corporation,  information  as  to  these  wells  was  had  with  great  difficulty, 
and  the  notes  given  below  are  much  less  complete  than  could  be  desired. 
Further,  this  group  has  not  been  visited  by  representatives  of  the 
]\Iining  Bureau  since  the  early  part  of  1911,  and  the  following  notes 
may  be  considered  as  of  that  date.  Owing  to  the  deliberation  with 
which  developments  take  place  in  this  territory,  howeverj  it  is  not  prob- 
able that  any  important  changes  have  taken  place  since  that  time,  other 
than  as  mentioned  at  certain  points. 

Union  Oil  Company;  Biirton.  The  Burton  well  of  the  Union  Oil 
Company  was  located  near  the  eastern  end  of  Eancho  Jesus  Maria,  in 
the  southwest  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  30,  8-34.  This 
well  was  drilled  in  1905,  and  carried  to  a  depth  slightly  in  excess  of 
4500  feet.  It  passed  through  a  solid  body  of  shale  the  entire  distance, 
finding  much  water  but  no  oil.  It  was  pulled  and  abandoned.  This 
Avell  is  farthest  to  the  west  of  any  in  the  Lompoc  group  proper. 

Union  Oil  Company;  Nichols.  This  well  is  located  on  the  southeast 
quarter  of  section  29,  8-34,  at  the  northwest  extremity  of  the  group. 
It  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  about  3500  feet,  and  is  said  to  have  found  a 
little  oil,  but  nothing  to  make  a  producer,  and  was  abandoned. 

Sudden  Oil  Company.  This  well  was  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  the 
i>orthwest  quarter,  section  28,  8-34,  a  short  distance  to  the  northeast  of 
the  Nichols  well.  It  was  suspended  at  1700  feet  for  financial  reasons, 
without  any  indications  of  oil,  and  was  finally  pulled  and  abandoned. 

Todos  Santos  Oil  Company.  About  one  mile  ea.st  of  the  Sudden  well, 
on  the  northeast  forty  of  the  same  section,  though  over  the  line  of  the 
Raneho  Todos  Santos,  the  Todos  Santos  Oil  Companj'  drilled  a  deep 
hole  in  1905.  This  well  was  carried  to  about  4300  feet,  and  is  said  to 
have  been  in  an  unbroken  body  of  blue  shale.  No  indications  of  oil 
were  found,  and  the  well  was  abandoned. 

Barca  Oil  Company.     This  company  started  a  well  near  the  south- 
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eastern  corner  of  the  Rancho  Todos  Santos,  but  abandoned  it  at  some 
300  feet,  for  financial  reasons. 

Pacific  Oil  Fields,  Limited.  The  wells  of  this  company  are  on  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  28,  and  on  the  west  half  of  fractional 
section  33,  8-34.  Here  there  are  seven  wells,  of  which  No.  2  is  a 
shallow  water  well,  and  No.  7  was  drilling  at  last  reports,  though  prob- 
ably now  completed.  The  depths  of  these  wells,  in  order,  but  excepting 
Nos.  2  and  7,  are  as  follows :  2705  feet,  2828  feet,  2800  feet,  2700  feet, 
and  2700  feet. 

These  wells  pump  on  the  beam,  and  produce  an  oil  containing  a  large 
amount  (up  to  40  per  cent)  of  firmly  emulsified  water.  This  is  handled 
by  the  Cottrell  electric  process,  and  the  oil  brought  down  to  a  uniform 
content  of  1  per  cent  moisture. 

Orcutt  Oil  Company.  The  first  well  of  this  company  was  located  on 
the  northeast  quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter,  section  34,  8-34,  and 
was  drilled  in  1909.  It  was  abandoned  at  some  2900  feet,  and  is  said  to 
have  been  a  practically  dry  hole  at  this  depth. 

The  later  wells  are  all  on  the  southwest  quarter,  southeast  quarter  of 
section  28,  8-34.  Here  there  were  three  wells  producing  and  one  drill- 
ing, when  last  visited,  the  depths  of  these  wells  said  to  range  around 
2.600  feet. 

Union  Oil  Company— Eef son.  The  tract  on  which  the  Eefson  wells 
are  located  includes  an  irregular  shaped  piece  in  the  northwest  corner 
of  Rancho  Mission  de  la  Purissima,  and  the  east  half  of  fractional  sec- 
tion 33,  8-34.  Here  there  are  seven  wells,  numbered  Eefson  No.  1  to 
No.  7,  of  which  all  but  No.  3  are  producers.  There  is  also  an  abandoned 
hole  some  distance  to  the  west  of  the  other  wells,  about  which  nothing 
could  be  learned,  except  that  it  appears  to  be  much  older  than  the  num- 
liered  wells. 

Well  No.  3  was  abandoned  at  a  slight  depth,  a  lost  hole.  The  depth 
of  the  producers  is  said  to  range  from  2600  feet  to  2800  feet,  though 
this  may  lie  considered  a  very  rough  approximation. 

Ciiion  Oil  Company;  Purissimo.  These  wells,  originally  known  as  the 
"Wise  &  Denigan  wells,  stretch  in  a  double  or  triple  line  across  the 
greater  part  of  the  width  of  tlie  Rancho  Purissima,  near  the  northern 
line.  Here  there  are  fourteen  wells,  of  which  all  are  producers  except 
No.  12.  The  depth  of  these  wells  is  said  to  vary  from  2600  feet  to 
2800  feet,  those  to  the  south  being  the  deeper. 

Both  the  Purissima  and  the  Eefson  wells  make  a  very  wet  oil.  which  is 
strongly  emulsified.  This  oil  is  liandled  by  "topping"  or  "skimming" 
the  water  and  a  small  amount  of  naphtha  being  removed  by  distillation 
at  a  low  temperature,  leaving  a  residue  of  fuel  oil.  In  spite  of  the  low 
gravity  of  these  crudes  (usually  around  16°  Beaume),  they  contain  up 
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to  4  or  5  per  cent  of  bodies  lighter  than  kerosene,  this  making  tkem 
much  more  adaptable  to  a  distillation  process  than  less  volatile  crudes. 

Union  Oil  Company — Hill.  The  Hill  wells  of  the  Union  Oil  Com- 
pany are  located  in  the  northeast  corner  of  Rancho  Purissima.  Here 
there  are  five  wells,  of  which  either  three  or  four  are  somewhat  pro- 
ductive. 

Well  No.  1  was  drilled  by  Fox  &  O'Boy,  of  Lompoc,  to  a  depth  of 
about  2500  feet,  and  was  a  fair  producer. 

Well  No.  2  was  known  locally  as  "Big  Moses."  It  was  drilled  to  a 
depth  of  3850  feet,  and  looked  like  a  very  large  producer,  having,  it  is 
said,  almost  1100  feet  of  clean  producing  sand.  This  well  was  drowned 
out  by  upper  water,  and  was  not  producing  when  last  visited.  Well 
No.  3  was  drilled  to  a  depth  of  3300  feet  or  over,  and  abandoned  as  a 
dry  hole,  having  only  traces  of  heavy  tar.  Nothing  is  known  as  to 
Nos.  4  and  5,  though  they  appear  to  be  making  some  oil. 

Graciosa  Oil  Company.  In  addition  to  a  number  of  wells  in  the  Old 
Field,  this  company  has  two  wells  near  the  southern  end  of  the  Harris 
tract.  No.  18  being  some  three  fourths  mile  north  of  the  south  line,  and 
one  fourth  mile  from. the  east  line,  while  No.  20  is  near  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  tract. 

No.  18  is  reported  as  a  deep  hole,  and  abandoned,  though  no  details 
are  known.  No.  20  was  still  drilling  in  January,  1912,  the  depth  at 
that  time  being  approximately  3600  feet. 

Los  Alamos  Oil  and  Development  Company — Esperanza  Consolidated 
Oil  Company.  The  two  wells  started  by  the  Los  Alamos  Oil  and 
Development  Company,  but  now  owned  by  the  Esperanza  Consolidated 
Oil  Company,  are  on  the  south  line  of  Eancho  Lompoc,  and  close  to  the 
northwest  corner  of  section  5,  7-33.  Well  No.  2  is  on  almost  the  highest 
point  of  the  ridge,  and  is  visible  from  a  long  distance,  either  north  or 
south. 

Well  No.  1  was  drilled  in  1904,  and  reached  a  depth  of  2150  feet.  It 
had  a  great  deal  of  casing  trouble,  and  was  finally  abandoned  as  pointed. 

Well  No.  2  was  started  shortly  thereafter,  and  has  been  worked  on  at 
intervals  ever  since.  This  well  was  carried  to  a  depth  in  excess  of 
4400  feet,  and  started  off  as  a  flowing  well  of  large  capacity.  Because 
of  lack  of  tankage  it  was  shut  down  for  some  time,  and  when  again 
opened  failed  to  flow,  a  phenomenon  which  has  been  noted  in  the  case 
of  several  wells  in  this  county,  and  which  has  never  been  entirely 
explained.  In  working  with  the  well  a  600-foot  string  of  four-inch  pipe 
was  lost,  and  when  last  reported  the  well  was  pumping  some  40  barrels 
daily  of  a  34°  greenish-brown  oil,  from  the  3700-foot  level. 

Federal  Oil  Company — Esperanza  Consolidated  Oil  Company.  The 
well  started  by  the  Federal  Oil  Company  has  also  passed  into  the  hands 
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of  the  latter  company.  This  hole  is  located  on  the  south  line  of  Rancho 
Lompoc,  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section 
4,  7-33.  In  November,  1910,  it  was  drilling  at  a  depth  of  some  3000 
feet. 

Union  Oil  Company — Ilaslam.  The  Union  Oil  Company's  Haslam 
well  was  located  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  5,  7-33.  This  well 
was  carried  to  a  depth  of  some  2600  feet,  and  is  said  to  have  had 
encouraging  traces  of  oil,  but  got  into  trouble  with  both  tools  and 
casing,  and  was  abandoned. 

Dome  Oil  Company — Gem  Oil  Company.  The  Bullock  lease  of  the 
Gem  Oil  Company,  a  triangular  piece  in  the  western  part  of  fractional 
sections  6  and  7,  7-33,  is  now  owned  and  operated  by  the  Dome  Oil 
Company,  which  also  operates  in  the  Old  Field,  Cat  Canon  and  else- 
where. 

The  tirst  well  on  this  property  was  drilled  by  the  Gem  Company,  and 
was  finished  in  1910.  This  was  a  rather  small  producer  of  an  oil  of 
16=  Beaunie,  at  a  depth  of  2735  feet.  Since  that  time  Well  No.  2  has 
been  finished,  also  a  producer,  and  No.  3  is  now  drilling  (May,  1912). 

Lompoc  Oil  Developing  Company.  The  first  three  wells  of  this  com- 
pany were  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  8,  7-33,  and  near  the 
north  line  of  the  section.  "Well  No.  4  is  over  a  mile  to  the  east,  on  the 
northeast  forty  acres  of  section  9^  7-33. 

Well  No.  1  was  drilled  in  the  year  1902,  and  at  a  depth  of  1000  feet 
was  wrecked  bj'  a  slight  local  earthquake,  and  abandoned. 

Well  No.  2  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  1200  feet,  in  the  succeeding  year, 
l)nt  was  abandoned  because  of  the  loss  of  a  string  of  tools. 

Well  No.  3,  now  known  as  No.  1,  was  finished  in  the  year  1905,  at  a 
depth  of  3883  feet.  It  is  stated  to  have  had  519  feet  of  clean  produc- 
live  sand,  and  appeared  to  be  a  good  well.  The  water  from  above, 
liowever,  had  never  been  properly  shut  off,  and  after  a  short  period  of 
operation  the  well  was  drowned,  and  for  a  long  time  stood  idle,  though 
cased  and  rigged.  When  last  visited,  preparations  were  being  made  to 
resume  the  attempt  to  shut  out  water. 

Well  No.  4  had  reached  a  depth  of  4070  feet  when  last  visited,  and 
had  passed  a  strong  seepage  at  some  3600  feet. 

J'urissinKt  Jlills  Oil  Compnny.  The  two  wells  of  this  company  are  on 
the  west  half  of  the  west  half  of  .section  15.  7-33,  No.  1  being  aliout  one 
fourth  mile  north  of  No.  2. 

Well  No.  1  was  drilled  in  1910,  and  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  about 
3800  feet.  This  well  was  plugged  and  abandoned,  and  is  said  to  liave 
been  entirely  barren.     Well  No.  2  was  drilling  at  last  reports. 

Anglo-Californinn  Oil  Syndicate.  The  wells  of  this  company  are  far 
to  the  west  of  the  main  Lompoc  group,  being  about  three  miles  east  of 
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the  ocean,  and  two  miles  north  of  the  Santa  Ynez  River,  on  Rancho 
Jesus  Maria,  The  wells  are  on  the  northern  face  of  a  small  detached 
ridge  which  parallels  the  river,  and  the  range  in  w^iich  the  Lompoc  wells 
are  situated.  At  last  reports  both  of  these  w^ells  were  drilling,  No.  1 
being  then  3535  feet,  and  No.  2  about  2100  feet  deep. 

Drilling  Conditions  and  Production.  This  completes  the  list  of 
developments  in  the  Purissima  territory.  It  will  be  noted  that  from  the 
center  of  the  group  westward  there  are  but  tw^o  or  three  lost  holes,  and 
it  is  quite  certain  that  operation  here  is  reasonably  simple,  wells  being 
drilled  with  a  standard  rig  through  a  fairly  consistent  shale  and  sand 
formation,  wdth  no  more  than  the  normal  amount  of  water. 

At  the  east  end  conditions  are  more  difficult.  There  is  much  water, 
holes  are  very  deep,  and  the  ground  does  not  stand  up  so  well,  so  that 
several  holes  have  been  lost  through  mechanical  troubles.  This  condi- 
tion has  hindered  the  proving  out  of  the  territory,  and  in  spite  of  excel- 
lent showings  of  light  oil  in  several  wells,  and  a  very  fair  steady  produc- 
tion from  the  Dome's  heavy  oil  wells,  the  value  of  this  end  of  the  field 
is  still  to  be  demonstrated. 

While  the  strip  is  apparently  nowhere  ver}^  wide,  it  appears  to  be 
unbroken  from  the  Pacific  wells  at  the  west  up  to  the  east  end  of  the 
Purissima  group,  but  farther  east  there  is  considerable  local  disturbance 
of  the  formation,  and  the  Hill  w^ells  do  not  nearly  average  up  with  the 
wells  farther  west. 

The  production  figures  for  the  Lompoc  wells  have  never  been  sepa- 
rated from  those  of  Santa  Maria,  and  it  is  therefore  difficult  to  deter- 
mine what  the  average  output  of  these  wells  has  been  at  any  time. 
Estimates  on  the  production  of  these  wells  during  the  year  1911  range 
from  505,000  to  795,000  barrels,  which,  allowing  thirty-four  producers, 
would  indicate  from  40  barrels  to  64  barrels  per  well  per  day.  In  the 
writer's  opinion,  the  former  figure  is  nearer  the  truth,  but  in  either  case 
the  average  output  is  very  much  below  the  estimates  made  on  these  wells 
when  they  were  new.  It  is  highly  probable  that  the  advent  of  water 
into  the  oil  sands  (this  did  not  make  its  appearance  until  some  time 
after  the  first  work  was  done),  depreciated  the  production  considerably, 
and  allowance  must  also  be  made  for  the  fact  that  these  wells  are  now 
from  four  to  six  years  old,  in  the  main,  but  even  with  these  allowances 
it  would  appear  that  the  original  estimates  of  several  hundred  barrels 
daily  per  well  w-ere  based  rather  on  production  before  the  head  had 
been  pumped  off  than  on  settled  output.  But  on  the  other  hand,  this 
output  is  had  from  comparatively  shallow  holes,  under  reasonably  easy 
operating  conditions,  and  even  at  the  lower  daily  figure,  should  compare 
favorably  in  net  results  with  those  of  most  of  the  better  known  fields. 
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7405.* 

Union  Oil   Company.     Hill  No.   1. 

Gravity 16.2'  Beaum6 

Viscosity  at  185°  F 8.23  Redwood 

Flash  point 70°  F.  (Abel-Pensky  test) 

Sulfur 4.43  per  cent  by  weight  (doubtful) 

Thermal  value 18,464  British  thermal  units 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c.  distilled  from  glass,  without  the  use  of  steam  or  gas. 

Below  212°  F 1.3  per  cent 

212  to  302° 3.9  per  cent  51.0°  Beaume 

302  to  392° 5.5  per  cent  47.1° 

392  to  482° 7.7  per  cent  38.3° 

482  to  572° 18.3  per  cent  32.5° 

572°  to  grade 34.3  per  cent  25.7° 

Asphalt    20.6  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Water  (7.0)  and  loss  (1.4) 8.4  percent 


100.0  per  cent 
These  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  1.4  per  cent  (about) 

Engine  distillate 52°  3.2  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  1.5.4  per  cent 

Stove  oil   33°  1S.3  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 25.7°  38.1  per  cent 

Asphalt   "D"  22.1  per  cent 

Loss 1.5  per  cent 


100.0  per  ri'iif 


•Analysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

SANTA  MARIA,  OR  "OLD  FIELD." 

The  Santa  Maria  field,  while  limited  in  area,  has  been  one  of  the  most 
profitable  to  its  operators  of  any  in  the  State,  and  the  impetus  given  to 
prospecting  by  the  successful  operations  here  have  been  an  important 
factor  in  the  development  of  the  local  oil  industry. 

Topography. 

This  field  covers  the  western  end  and  both  faces  of  a  ridge  rising  to  a 
height  of  some  1300  feet  above  sea  level  and  emerging  into  the  Santa 
Maria  Valley  at  about  the  600-foot  level.  The  northern  face  of  this 
ridge  overlooks  the  Santa  Maria  Valley  and  the  ocean,  the  western  end 
faces  the  Casmalia  hills,  across  a  narrow  valley  draining  to  the  north, 
while  the  southern  face,  less  regular  in  form,  drains  to  the  little  valley 
of  the  Los  Alamos.  This  ridge  is  composed  superficially  of  shale,  with 
some  sandstone,  and  many  streaks  of  white,  yellow  and  fiery-red  diato- 
maceous  shale,  and  as  it  is  carved  into  shallow  but  rough  canons,  and 
covered  with  a  light  growth  of  scrub  oak,  the  claim  that  it  is  the  most 
picturesque  oil  field  in  the  State  is  probably  justified. 

The  northern  face  of  the  ridge  dips  steeply  to  the  valley,  and  almost 
every  well  on  this  face  is  visible  to  an  observer  at  any  point  in  the  flat 
land.  On  the  southern  side  the  descent  is  much  more  gradual,  and  here 
the  canons  widen  into  little  flat  valleys  in  which  the  wells  are  hidden. 

The  length  of  the  developed  territory,  from  Hartnell  No.  5  on  the 
west,  to  Newlove  No.  23  on  the  east,  is  close  to  three  and  one  quarter 
miles.  Drilling  has  been  carried  some  distance  east  and  west  beyond 
these  limits,  but  without  results  in  the  way  of  production.  The  distance 
from  the  Hall  wells  on  the  north  to  "Western  Union  No.  38  on  the  south, 
is  about  two  and  three-fourths  miles.  Within  these  narrow  limits 
almost  every  portion  has  been  found  productive.  Development  still 
continues  to  the  south,  but  in  no  other  direction  is  there  any  apparent 
prospect  for  extension  in  the  near  future. 

Most  of  the  wells  in  this  field  are  at  some  little  elevation  above  sea- 
level,  and  small  pipe  lines  to  the  railroads  and  to  tidewater  operate  by 
gravitation,  the  viscosity  of  the  oil  being  very  low.  Pipe  lines  of  the 
Standard  Oil  Company,  Union  Oil  Company  of  California,  and  Asso- 
ciated Oil  Company  carry  oil,  the  first  two  to  Port  Harford,  the  latter 
to  Gaviota.  The  only  direct  rail  connection  is  by  the  Pacific  Coast 
railroad,  a  narrow-gauge  line  connecting  with  the  Pacific  Coast  Steam- 
ship Company's  vessels,  and  running  from  Los  Olivos,  at  the  upper 
end  of  Los  Alamos  Valley,  to  Port  Harford  by  way  of  Santa  Maria  and 
San  Luis  Obispo,  thus  circling  the  southern  and  western  extremities  of 
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the  field.  The  coast  division  line  of  the  Southern  Pacific  is  distant  in 
a  straight  line  but  four  and  one-half  miles  from  the  nearest  wells,  but 
the  nearest  station  accessible  by  road  is  Casmalia,  at  a  distance  of  eight 
miles.  The  Santa  Maria  Valley  railroad  leaves  the  Southern  Pacific 
at  Betteravia,  and  passes  through  the  town  of  Santa  Maria  to  the  Cat 
Canon,  but  does  not  touch  the  Old  Field. 

There  are  three  refineries  close  to  the  field  and  using  local  oil,  being 
that  of  the  Union  Oil  Company  at  Port  Harford,  of  the  Pinal  Dome 
Refining  Company  at  Betteravia,  and  a  small  plant  of  the  Western 
Union  Oil  Company,  located  on  the  lease  and  making  products  for  home 
consumption.  The  Associated  Oil  Company  has  a  plant  of  some  size 
at  Gaviota,  distant  about  thirty  miles  by  pipe  line.  The  extensive 
plant  of  the  California  Petroleum  Refineries,  Ltd.,  located  at  Oilport,  is 
not  at  present  in  operation. 

Santa  Maria,  distant  about  seven  miles  from  the  field,  is  an  active 
little  city  of  some  3500  population,  and  furnishes  a  large  part  of  the  sup- 
plies used  in  the  field,  other  than  casing  and  tools.  Excellent  stores  of 
operating  materials  and  tools  of  all  kinds  are  maintained  at  Orcutt, 
distant  a  little  over  a  mile  from  the  nearest  wells.  Here  there  are  also 
well-equipped  shops  for  handling  large  machine  work  and  forging.  A 
number  of  the  larger  companies  also  maintain  shops  capable  of  doing  all 
their  smaller  work,  and  in  general  the  repair  and  supply  facilities  of  the 
field  are  unusually  good. 

Geology  and  Drilling  Conditions.  The  geology  of  this  field  is  so 
thoroughly  covered  by  reports  of  the  U.  S.  Geological  Survey  (see  Bulle- 
tins 317  and  322)  that  but  a  word  as  to  operating  conditions  need  be 
said. 

The  depth  at  which  the  oil  lies  in  this  field  varies  from  2000  to  4000 
feet,  but  most  of  the  wells  draw  from  at,  or  near,  the  3000-foot  level. 
The  upper  layers  are  in  general  a  brownish  shale,  somewhat  sandy, 
with  occasional  thin,  hard  shells,  and  in  some  streaks  scattered  lumps  of 
iron  pyrites.  These  formations  are  practically  dry,  and  stand  up  well, 
so  that  in  spite  of  the  considerable  depths  reached,  wells  are  not 
unusually  expensive,  a  well  of  say  3000  feet  requiring  from  six  months 
to  a  year  in  drilling,  and  costing  from  ten  to  twenty  thousand  dollars, 
fully  equipped. 

Some  of  these  wells  produce  from  a  compact  sand,  but  these  are  the 
exception.  The  oil  in  most  of  the  wells  is  found  in  a  shale  hardly  dis- 
tinguishable in  appearance  (after  removal  of  the  oil)  from  the  barren 
laj'^ers,  and  being  of  such  density  as  to  entirely  preclude  the  possibility 
of  the  oil  being  drawn  from  the  pores  of  the  shale  itself.  It  therefore 
follows,  and  this  view  is  borne  out  by  the  appearance  of  the  shale  near 
the  surface,  that  this  oil  is  crevice  oil,  and  is  produced  from  joint 
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cracks  in  the  shale.  It  follows  again,  that  these  Avells  produce  almost 
no  sand,  and  that  the  production  from  such  wells  as  have,  apparently, 
found  extensive  cracks  in  the  shale,  has  been  very  large.  The  initial 
production  of  some  of  the  wells  in  this  field  has  been  very  great,  and 
some  remarkable  vagaries  in  the  behavior  of  adjacent  wells  has  been 
noted,  which  could  hardly  be  explained  in  any  other  manner.  Some  of 
these  instances  will  be  noted  in  connection  with  the  operations  of 
individual  companies. 

During  the  first  five  years  of  its  existence  this  field  produced  a  very 
dry  oil,  but  since  this  time  water  has  intruded  itself  into  the  oil  measures 
to  the  serious  detriment  of  the  operations  of  some  companies.  The 
source  of  this  water  has  not  been  determined  with  certainty  in  all  cases, 
in  spite  of  much  argument  and  considerable  experiment.  In  some 
instances  conditions  have  been  materially  improved  by  cementing  off 
water,  and  by  plugging  certain  abandoned  and  wrecked  holes;  in 
others,  such  treatment  has  been  a  failure.  Nevertheless  it  is  probably 
true  that  the  water  now  found  in  the  oil  sands  or  shales  of  this  field 
is  leakage  water,  and  this  is  another  instance  of  the  old  truth  that  too 
much  care  can  not  be  exercised  in  the  early  operations  in  any  field,  no 
matter  how  dry  in  appearance,  if  this  disaster  is  to  be  long  avoided. 

Much  gas  is  met  in  most  of  the  wells  in  the  Old  Field,  and  in  the 
earlier  years  the  pressure  was  quite  high,  though  never  what  is  found 
in  the  eastern  gas  fields,  nor  in  the  outer  wells  in  the  San  Joaquin 
Valley.  This  gas  is  very  rich'  in  condensible  elements,  so  much  so  that 
during  the  colder  months  of  the  year,  quantities  of  gasoline  and  dis- 
tillate collect  in  the  pipes  and  traps  through  which  the  gas  is  carried. 
Three  compression  plants  for  separating  gasoline  from  this  gas  are  now 
building  or  in  operation,  but  the  industry  is  yet  too  new  to  judge  as  to 
its  financial  possibilities.  All  the  fuel  required  in  the  field  is  still 
supplied  from  the  wells,  and  the  towns  of  Orcutt,  Santa  Maria  and 
Guadalupe  are  furnished  light  and  heat,  but  the  amount  of  gas  passing 
to  waste,  once  very  large,  is  now  much  reduced,  and  apparently  the 
excess  over  fuel  requirements  will  soon  be  exhausted. 

The  water  supplies  in  the  field  are  strongly  alkaline  and  highly  cor- 
rosive to  boilers.  No  sweet  water  can  be  had  by  drilling,  and  for 
domestic  purposes  only  condensed  water  is  used.  Fairly  sweet  water  is 
•found  close  to  the  surface  at  Santa  Maria  and  Betteravia. 

No  definite  dividing  line  can  be  placed  between  the  Old  Field  and  Cat 
Canon,  for  while  a  considerable  distance  intervenes  between  the  nearest 
producers,  drilling  has  been  carried  across  this  space.  For  the  purposes 
'  of  this  report,  therefore,  a  line  is  arbitrarily  dra^A^l  doAvn  the  center 
of  sections  15  and  16,  9-33,  this  line  corresponding  with  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  Las  Flores  tract.  The  southern  limit  taken  covers  all 
the  northerly  wells  of  the  Graciosa  and  Western  Union  companies,  the 
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later  wells  along  the  south  line  of  these  tracts  being  considered  as 
belonging  to  the  Lompoc  group.  On  account  of  the  close  grouping  of 
the  operators  in  this  field  a  geographical  arrangement  is  unnecessary, 
and  the  various  companies  will  therefore  be  named  in  alphabetical  order. 

Brookshire  Oil  Company.  This  company  operates  a  tract  of  very 
irregular  shape  in  sections  13,  14  and  29,  9-34,  the  wells,  however,  with 
the  exception  of  No.  1,  which  is  a  water  well,  being  on  the  south  forty 
acres  in  section  23.  On  this  tract  it  has  nine  wells,  of  which  one  is 
a  shallow  water  well,  two  are  pumping,  three  have  some  oil  but  are  not 
pumping,  one  is  flowing,  one  is  being  deepened,  and  one  is  abandoned. 
The  records  of  these  wells  are  of  interest  because  of  the  unusual  varia- 
tions in  the  value  of  closely  adjacent  wells,  and  are  therefore  given 
in  fuU, 

Well  No.  1,  drilled  in  1903,  struck  water  at  about  500  feet,  and  was 
finished  at  748  feet.  Since  that  time  it  has  supplied  a  fair  portion  of 
the  western  end  of  the  field  with  boiler  water. 

Well  No.  2,  and  all  later  wells,  are  located  on  the  northwest  quarter 
of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  23.  This  well  is  3054  feet  deep,  and 
is  said  to  have  had  an  initial  production  of  228  barrels  per  day.  It  is 
reported  to  have  made  a  great  deal  of  water,  but  is  still  on  the  pumping 
list. 

Well  No.  3  was  drilled  in  1904  to  a  depth  of  3265  feet.  This  weU 
also  produced  considerable  water,  and  when  last  visited  was  being 
cemented  at  the  bottom. 

Well  No.  4  is  a  fair  producer  at  a  depth  of  2842  feet,  and  was  drilled 
in  1095.  This  is  said  to  have  been  a  dry  well,  so  far  as  water  is  con- 
cerned, but  was  never  a  heavy  producer. 

Well  No.  5  was  drilled  in  the  same  year,  and  is  2795  feet  deep.  In 
connection  with  the  depths  of  these  wells,  it  should  be  said  that  the 
surface  elevation  differs  so  little  as  to  be  negligible.  No.  5,  though 
somewliat  shallower  than  No.  4,  and  located  between  this  well  and  No.  7. 
whicli  was  a  dry  hole  at  a  much  greater  depth,  was  a  very  large  and 
steady  flowing  well,  producing  some  five  thousand  barrels  per  day  of 
light  oil  for  many  months,  and  is  even  yet  a  very  substantial  producer. 

Well  No.  6  was  drilled  in  1906  to  a  depth  of  2920  feet,  and  is  said  to 
to  have  been  a  very  small  producer.  It  was  not  being  operated  when 
last  visited. 

Well  No.  7  was  drilled  in  1909  to  a  deptii  of  4130  feet,  and  aban- 
doned. This  well  is  said  to  have  been  an  absolutely  dry  hole,  which,  if 
true,  is  remarkable,  this  well  being  situated  between  No,  5  and  No.  8, 
the  former  a  flowing  well,  while  the  latter,  if  not  a  large  producer,  at 
least  had  some  oil. 

Well  No.  8  was  drilled  in  1909  to  a  depth  of  3772  feet,  and  made  a 
small  producer.     When  last  seen  it  was  being  deepened. 
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Well  No.  9,  which  is  in  almost  the  exact  center  of  the  forty  and  of 
the  group  of  wells,  was  drilled  in  1909  to  a  depth  of  3746  feet.  It  is 
reported  that  this  well  was  only  a  small  producer,  and  it  was  being 
deepened  when  last  visited. 

The  larger  portion  of  the  output  of  oil  from  this  lease  still  comes 
from  No.  5  well.  The  gravity  of  the  oil  ranges  from  22°  to  25°  Beaume. 
This  company  is  also  operating  territory  in  the  North  Midway  district, 
where  they  have  production. 

Central  Union  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  a  shallow  hole 
on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  13,  9-34,  during  the  earlier  years  of 
the  development  of  this  field.  The  hole  is  said  to  have  been  abandoned 
at  a  depth  of  350  feet,  in  shifting  sand. 

California  Coast  Oil  Company;  Drumm.  In  the  year  1904  this  com- 
pany drilled  a  shallow  hole  on  the  Drumm  tract,  the  southeast  quarter 
of  section  13,  9-34.  This  well  was  abandoned  in  running  sand,  after 
striking  water  at  about  1000  feet,  as  at  that  date  means  for  handling 
the  quicksands  found  in  this  portion  of  the  field  had  not  yet  been 
invented. 

The  same  company  afterward  drilled  eight  wells  on  the  southern 
portion  of  the  Hartnell  tract,  which  will  be  found  under  the  heading 
Union  Oil  Company — California  Coast. 

Cohlentz  OH  Company.  The  first  hole  of  this  company  was  drilled 
in  the  year  1905,  on  the  northeast  quarter  of  the  northeast  quarter  of 
section  19,  9-33.  This  well  was  pointed  at  2300  feet,  and  abandoned. 
The  second  well  is  a  short  distance  to  the  southwest  of  No.  1,  and  at  last 
reports  was  drilling  at  3100  feet. 

Dome  Oil  Company.  This  company  has  twelve  wells,  all  producing, 
on  the  northeast  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  29,  9-34, 
and  on  a  strip  following  the  north  line  of  the  Newlove  Ranch  to  the 
south  line  of  the  same  section. 

The  depths  of  these  wells  ranges  from  2482  to  2900  feet.  All 
are  on  the  beam,  but  nothing  is  known  as  to  the  behavior  of  individual 
wells.  A  single  well.  No.  12,  has  lately  been  deepened  to  something  over 
3100  feet,  finding  a  new  sand  about  150  feet  below  any  stratum  pre- 
viously^ known.  It  is  said  that  the  production  of  this  well  was  greatly 
increased,  and  that  the  lower  sand  gave  a  lighter  oil,  some  30°  Beaume. 

Treasure  Realty  Company — Hall  &  Hall  Oil  Company.  The  north- 
west forty  acres  of  section  19,  9-33,  formerly  operated  by  the  Hall  & 
Hall  Oil  Company  of  Santa  ]\Iaria,  is  now  held  by  the  Treasure  Realty 
Companj'-  of  Los  Angeles.  On  this  tract  there  are  three  producing 
Avells,  all  of  which  were  drilled  about  the  year  1905. 

Well  No.  1  is  2615  feet  deep.  No.  2  is  2910  feet,  and  No.  3  is  3225  feet 
deep.     The  larger  part  of  the  very  small  production  comes  from  Well 
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No.  3.  It  is  said  that  the  production  of  this  lease  was  formerly  much 
larger  than  at  present,  and  that  the  gravity  of  the  oil  is  also  consider- 
ably depreciated,  being  now  in  the  neighborhood  of  22°  Beaiime. 
whereas  it  was  almost  26°  when  the  wells  Avere  new. 

The  product  of  these  wells  is  handled  through  a  small  refinery  on 
the  lease,  which  makes  gasoline  and  fuel  oil  for  local  consumption.  The 
wells  also  make  considerable  gas,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  current 
year  a  compressor  plant  was  being  installed  to  remove  the  condensible 
gasoline  from  this  gas,  and  that  of  a  neighboring  lease. 

Laguna  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  is  on  the  southwest 
forty  acres  of  section  18,  9-33,  and  was  drilled  in  the  year  1909  to  a 
depth  of  3800  feet.  This  well  was  entirely  barren,  and  was  abandoned 
when  finished. 

Meridian  Oil  Company.  This  well  is  on  the  same  forty-acre  tract, 
but  somewhat  to  the  west  of  the  Laguna  well.  It  was  abandoned  at  700 
feet  as  a  spoiled  hole,  in  the  year  1904. 

Lucerne  Oil  Company.  The  abandoned  well  of  this  company  is 
located  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter,  section  19, 
9-33.     It  was  drilled  in  1909  to  a  depth  of  3938  feet,  and  was  a  dry  hole. 

New  Pennsylvania  Petroleum,  Company ;  Wiley.  The  single  hole  on 
this  tract  w^as  drilled  in  the  year  1905,  and  was  abandoned  at  about  300 
feet,  because  of  shifting  sand. 

New  Pennsylvania  Petroleum  Company :  Kaiser.  This  tract  includes 
portions  of  three  forties  along  the  north  line  of  the  Newlove  Ranch,  in 
section  19,  9-33.  On  this  tract  there  are  six  wells,  all  producing.  No.  1 
is  a  small  producer  at  3310  feet,  as  it  went  into  bottom  water,  and  a 
portion  of  the  producing  sand  was  cased  off.  Nos.  2  to  5  range  in 
depth  from  2700  feet  to  3250  feet,  and  are  average  pumping  wells. 
No.  6  is  the  farthest  well  to  the  east,  and  started  off,  some  five  years  ago, 
as  a  1000-barrel  flowing  well.  In  January,  1912,  this  well  was  still 
flowing  steadily,  and  had  never  made  less  than  300  barrels  per  day,  the 
decline  having  been  quite  even  over  this  long  period.  This  well  made 
no  sand,  and  less  water  than  most  of  the  wells  in  the  immediate  vicinity, 
and  considering  its  location  at  the  extreme  edge  of  the  field,  has  been  a 
phenomenal  producer.  This  is  evidently  a  crevice  well,  of  which  there 
were  several  instances  in  this  field. 

Pinal  Oil  Company.  This  company  owns  a  large  tract  of  very  irrogu- 
lar  shape,  in  sections  23  and  24,  9-34.  Scattered  over  the  soufhorn 
portion  of  this  tract  are  twenty-seven  producing  wells,  and  one  (No.  18), 
which  has  been  suspended  for  a  long  time.  l)ut  never  abandoned,  having 
met  mechanical  troubles  which  there  are  hoj>es  of  I'orreeting.  Well 
No.  1()  was  deepened  in  1909  to  something  over  4000  feet,  but  apparently 
the  hopes  of  finding  productive  lower  sands  in  this  portion  of  the  field 
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were  not  realized,  as  none  of  the  other  wells  have  been  so  treated.  With 
this  exception,  the  depth  of  these  wells  ranges  from  a  minimum  of  2477 
feet  to  a  maximum  of  8530  feet,  and  averages  very  close  to  3000  feet. 

Very  little  trouble  is  found  in  producing  these  wells,  other  than  the 
cutting  of  valves,  which  appears  to  be  inseparable  from  the  pumping  of 
light  oil  from  deep  wells.  These  wells  are  all  handled  on  the  beam, 
with  rods,  and  by  means  of  steam  engines.  Wire-line  pumping  was 
tried,  but  was  not  found  entirely  satisfactory,  differing  in  this  from  the 
experience  of  a  company  on  the  south  side,  where  several  deeper  wells 
have  been  pumped  in  this  manner  Avith  the  best  results. 

Like  all  the  wells  in  the  Old  Field,  these  wells  produce  a  rather  wet 
oil,  the  water  being  firmly  emulsified  and  not  susceptible  to  settling. 
The  larger  part  of  this  and  the  Dome  production  goes  to  the  Pinal-Dome 
refinery,  at  Betteravia,  where  it  is  topped  in  steam  stills,  leaving  a 
residue  of  dried  fuel  oil.  The  percentage  of  mineral  matter  in  these 
oils  is  very  slight. 

Rice  Ranch  Oil  Company.  The  wells  of  this  company  are  on  the 
northwest  quarter  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  19,  9-33.  Here 
there  are  nine  wells,  all  producers,  drilling  having  been  carried  on  at 
intervals  from  1905  to  the  current  year. 

Wells  numbered  1  to  6  were  finished  in  the  upper  sands,  and  range 
in  depth  from  2600  to  2857  feet.  Nos.  7,  8  and  9  have  lately  been  car- 
ried down  to  the  lower  sand  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  Dome 
Avells,  and  are  said  to  have  a  much  larger  production  than  the  older 
wells,  and  a  lighter  oil.  Well  No.  9  flowed  for  a  time  when  first  brought 
in,  but  soon  settled  down  to  a  pumping  basis. 

Santa  Barbara  Oil  &  Mining  Company.  This  company,  which  for- 
merly operated  a  number  of  shallow  producers  at  Summerland,  drilled 
a  Avell  near  the  center  of  the  south  line  of  section  14,  9-34.  This  well 
was  abandoned  at  a  depth  of  600  feet,  because  of  shifting  sand. 

Santa  Maria  Central  Oil  Company.  This  company  dug  a  316-foot 
shaft  on  their  property,  the  northwest  quarter,  southeast  quarter,  section 
13,  9-34,  but  did  no  further  development  work. 

Santa  Maria  Crude  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  was  in 
the  southwest  corner  of  the  southeast  quarter,  section  18,  9-33.  It  was 
abandoned  at  a  depth  of  1600  feet,  because  of  shifting  sand. 

Radium  Oil  Company.  The  property  operated  by  this  company  is 
the  south  half  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  23,  9-34.  Here  there 
are  three  Avells,  on  which  operations  have  continued  steadily  since  the 
year  1904. 

Well  No.  1  was  drilled  to  a  depth  of  about  3900  feet,  and.  got  a  very 
small  production  at  the  bottom  of  the  hole.  The  amount  of  oil  found 
was  hardly  enough  to  furnish  fuel  for  later  drilling  operations. 
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Well  No.  2  was  abandoned  at  a  depth  of  800  feet,  a  spoiled  hole. 

Well  No.  3  was  considered  completed  at  a  depth  of  3500  feet,  at  the 
beginning  of  1912,  but  before  it  was  tested,  the  casing  collapsed  some 
700  feet  off  bottom.  .  This  portion  of  the  hole  is  now  being  redrilled,  the 
casing  having  parted  in  swaging. 

Oro  Water,  Light  &  Power  Company.  This  well  is  the  farthest  pros- 
pect to  the  east  in  the  Old  Field,  and  is  about  midway  between  the  New 
Penn  wells,  and  the  Ideal  wells  in  Cat  Canon.  It  was  drilled  in  1909 
to  a  depth  of  2600  feet,  and  got  considerable  water,  with  some  gas  and 
a  very  fair  showing  of  oil,  but  went  out  of  this  into  salt  water,  and  was 
abandoned. 

Associated  Oil  Company — Lucas.  The  Lucas  well  of  this  company 
was  located  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  15,  9-34.  It  was  aban- 
doned at  750  feet,  in  quicksand  with  much  water. 

Union  Oil  Company  of  California.  This  company  owns  and  operates 
eight  tracts  in  the  Old  Field,  these  being  the  Kaiser,  Fox,  Hobbs  and 
Folsom  on  the  north  side  of  the  ridge,  the  California  Coast,  Santa  Maria 
Oil  &  Gas  and  Ilartuell  on  the  west  end,  and  the  Newlove  on  the  south 
side  and  apex  of  the  ridge.  They  also  drilled  on  the  Arrellanes  tract, 
west  of  the  railroad,  but  got  no  production. 

Tliis  company  gives  out  no  information  regarding  its  properties,  and 
the  notes  below  regarding  these  tracts  are  necessarily  scattering.  It 
may  be  said,  however,  that  conditions  on  these  leases  are  in  all  respects 
similar  to  those  on  adjoining  properties. 

Union  Oil  Company — Kaiser.  This  is  an  irregular  shaped  tract  of 
100  acres  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  19,  9-33.  On  this  there 
are  five  wells,  all  producing  on  the  beam.  The  output  of  the  two  more 
northerly  wells  is  small,  that  of  the  other  three  about  the  average  for 
the  field. 

Union  Oil  Company — Hobhs.  The  Hobbs  tract  occupies  the  larger 
part  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  24,  9-34,  with  a  strip  of  some 
twenty  acres  extending  into  the  southeast  quarter.  Here  there  are  ten 
wells,  of  which  all  but  one.  No.  10.  are  productive.  The  output  of  the 
more  nortlierly  wells  is  small,  and  only  the  southern  half  of  the  tract 
is  considered  producing  ground.  Well  No.  10  was  drilled  in  1909  to  a 
depth  of  abont  4200  feet,  and  found  traces  of  oil  but  no  production.  It 
is  pulled  and  abandoned. 

Union  Oil  Company — Fox.  The  Fox  tract  lies  just  west  of  the 
Hobbs,  in  the  same  section.  Here  there  are  eight  wells,  of  which  all 
but  Nos.  6  and  7  are  productive.  These  are  on  the  north  line  of  devel- 
opments, and  were  practically  dry  holes.  No.  6  had  only  traces  of  tar 
nt  3200  feet.  No.  7  is  said  to  have  been  abandoned  at  some  700  feet. 
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Union  Oil  Company — Folsom.  This  tract  occupies  fractional  sec- 
tion 25,  9-34,  lying  between  the  Pinal  property  and  the  Newlove  ranch. 
On  this  tract  there  are  seven  wells,  all  productive.  One  of  these  wells 
was  originally  a  flowing  well  of  large  capacity,  and  though  it  has  now 
been  producing  for  some  six  years  continues  to  flow,  though  at  a  much 
diminished  rate. 

Union  Oil  Company — Hartnell.  The  developed  portion  of  the  Hart- 
nell  tract  lies  in  the  southwest  quarter,  section  23,  and  in  the  southeast 
quarter  of  section  22,  9-34.  Here  there  are  six  wells,  of  which  five  are 
producers,  while  No.  3  was  a  lost  hole  at  a  slight  depth.  These  holes  are 
much  deeper  than  the  wells  in  the  body  of  the  field,  as  much  as  3600 
feet  in  some  cases. 

Hartnell  No.  1  was,  when  finished,  the  largest  flowing  well  brought 
in,  up  to  that  time,  in  the  State.  It  had  an  initial  output  of  about 
twelve  thousand  barrels  per  day,  and  after  nine  months  was  still  doing 
three  thousand  barrels  daily.  The  production  of  the  first  twenty 
months  was  upwards  of  two  million  barrels,  the  greater  part  of  which 
was  saved,  and  considering  the  quality  of  the  oil  and  the  small  supply  of 
such  oil  on  the  market  at  that  time,  this  was  probebly  one  of  the  most 
profitable  wells  ever  drilled. 

Union  Oil  Company — Santa  Maria  Oil  &  Gas  Company — Squires 
Tract.  The  area  originally  known  as  the  Squires  tract,  and  owned  by 
the  Santa  Maria  Oil  &  Gas  Company,  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
Union  Oil  Company  after  four  or  five  wells  had  been  drilled.  There 
are  now  on  this  property  fourteen  wells,  all  believed  to  be  productive. 
"Well  No.  1  was  some  2550  feet  deep,  while  later  wells  are  believed  to 
average  much  deeper  than  this.  Some  of  these  wells  were  originally 
large  producers,  but  are  now  greatly  depreciated. 

Union  Oil  Company — California  Coast  Oil  Company.  The  triangu- 
lar piece  south  of  the  Santa  Maria  Oil  &  Gas  tract,  and  west  of  the 
Newlove  ranch,  is  owned  by  the  California  Coast  Oil  Company,  which 
is  said  to  be  the  joint  property  of  the  Union  Oil  Company  and  the 
Associated  Oil  Company.  On  this  tract  there  are  eight  wells,  operated 
by  the  Union  Oil  Company,  and  all  producing.  "Well  No.  1  was 
finished  at  3300  feet,  but  the  depths  of  later  wells  are  not  known,  though 
they  are  supposed  to  average  somewhat  greater  than  this. 

Union  Oil  Company — Newlove  Oil  Company.  The  Newlove  ranch, 
occupying  the  center  of  the  Old  Field,  is  owmed  by  the  Newlove  Oil 
Company,  in  which  the  Union  Oil  Company  is  said  to  own  a  controlling 
interest.  Here  there  are  forty  wells,  mainly  along  the  north  and  south 
bounds  of  the  property,  of  which  two  are  drilling  (January,  1912), 
while  the  remainder  are  all  believed  to  be  productive.     These  wells 
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occupy  the  crest  of  the  anticline  and  a  portion  of  the  south  limb,  and 
average  somewhat  shallower  than  most  of  the  wells  to  the  north. 

]\rost  of  these  wells  have  been  drilled  within  the  last  four  years,  and 
as  they  are  widely  scattered  they  have  been  more  than  usually  produc- 
tive, many  initial  productions  of  four,  five  and  six  hundred  barrels 
daily  having  been  noted.  Well  No.  15,  finished  in  the  latter  part  of 
1908  at  a  depth  of  2750  feet,  is  said  to  have  started  off  at  a  daily  rate 
of  2400  barrels,  and  to  have  held  up  to  250  barrels  daily  so  long  as 
September  of  the  following  year.  The  wells  deepened  rapidly  toward 
the  east,  along  the  north  line  of  the  ranch,  No.  22  having  been  finished 
at  3300  feet,  and  No.  24,  the  farthest  to  the  east,  at  over  3600  feet.  The 
former  started  off  at  600  barrels  per  day. 

The  last  wells  drilled  were  immediately  on  the  south  line,  and  just 
north  of  Western  Union  property.  No.  38,  at  a  depth  of  2700  feet, 
was  said  to  be  doing  1200  barrels  per  day  of  27°  Beaume  oil.  in 
January  of  this  year.  As  a  whole,  the  production  of  these  wells  has 
fallen  off  very  greatly,  more  rapidly  indeed  than  that  of  the  wells 
farthest  to  the  west.  In  particular  those  along  the  west  end  of  the 
south  line  appear  to  be  making  very  little,  as  compared  to  their  earlier 
output. 

Refining  tO  Producing  Oil  Company — Graciosa  Oil  Company.  The 
property  now  held  by  the  former  company  was  owned  and  operated  for 
several  years  by  the  Graciosa  Oil  Company  of  San  Francisco.  This 
tract  is  south  of  the  Newlove  ranch,  and  to  the  west  of  the  Western 
Union  property. 

In  the  northeastern  portion  of  this  tract  there  are  eighteen  wells,  as 
well  as  two  along  the  south  line  of  the  tract  (for  the  latter,  see  Graciosa 
Oil  Company,  Lompoc  group).  Of  the  eighteen  wells  first  mentioned, 
four  were  al)andoned  when  drilled,  while  the  balance  were  originally 
very  heavy  producers,  though  now  much  depreciated,  so  much  so, 
indeed,  that  several  of  the  wells  are  practically  inoperative. 

No.  16,  in  the  west  end  of  the  group,  was  a  lost  hole  at  a  comparatively 
slight  depth,  but  No.  17,  the  farthest  to  the  west,  was  carried  to  a  depth 
of  3786  feet,  and  abandoned  as  unprofitable.  No.  12,  toward  the  center 
of  the  group,  was  a  .lost  hole  at  700  feet.  No.  19,  about  one  half  mile 
to  the  south  of  the  main  group,  and  near  the  east  line,  was  abandoned  as 
a  dry  hole  at  something  over  4600  feet. 

The  other  wells  of  this  group  were  producers,  at  depths  ranging  from 
a  minimum  of  2950  feet  to  a  maximum  of  3275  feet.  When  first 
brought  in,  these  wells  were  exceptionally  hea%'y  producer,  several 
being  flowing  wells  making  up  into  the  thousands  of  barrels  daily.  The 
cutput  for  these  oils  being  limited  at  this  time,  the  wells  were  shut  in 
until  market  arrangements  could  be  made,  but  when  the  wells  were 
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opened  up  they  not  only  would  not  flow,  but  made  very  little  oil  on  the 
pump.  It  was  afterward  determined  that  water  had  intruded  itself 
into  the  oil  strata  (the  term  sands  is  not  applicable  in  this  area),  and 
though  long  continued  attempts  were  made  to  find  the  source  of  this 
water,  and  shut  it  out  of  these  wells,  and  the  northwesterly  wells  on  the 
"Western  Union,  but  indifferent  success  was  had.  Such  oil  as  is  now 
being  produced  from  most  of  these  M'ells  is  badly  emulsified,  and  the 
output  is  small. 

Western  Union  Oil  Company.  This  company  owns  the  entire  Car- 
reaga  tract,  lying  east  of  the  Graciosa  Oil  Company's  property,  and 
south  of  the  Newlove  ranch,  but  developments  are  confined  to  a  strip 
about  one  half  mile  wide  across  the  northern  end,  and  of  this  only  the 
west  two  thirds  is  productive. 

Underground  conditions  over  this  area  are  complicated  by  important 
local  flexures,  probably  accompanied  by  more  or  less  faulting,  and  both 
the  depth  and  productiveness  of  wells  varies  considerably  within  short 
distances.  In  this  respect  this  area  differs  from  the  larger  part  of  the 
Santa  Maria  field,  where  very  uniform  structural  conditions  are  the 
rule. 

Well  No.  2  of  the  Western  Union  Oil  Company  was  the  first  produc- 
tive well  in  the  Santa  Maria  field,  excepting  the  little  wells  at  Summer- 
laud,  in  the  county.  Well  No.  1  was  a  spoiled  hole,  but  No.  2  was 
finished  into  the  first  sand  (this  term  as  used  in  connection  with  Santa 
Maria  wells  will  be  understood  to  mean  a  fissured  and  more  or  less 
sandy  shale,  true  sands  being  the  rare  exception)  at  a  depth  of  2150 
feet.  This  well  got  a  small  production  of  a  heavy  oil,  about  17° 
Beaume,  but  was  abandoned  as  unprofitable  shortly  after  being  finished, 
in  the  year  1901. 

The  wells  lying  between  No.  2  and  the  northwest  corner  of  the  prop- 
ertj'-  all  found  two  sands,  but  in  most  of  these  the  upper  is  slightly  or 
not  at  all  productive.  The  lower  sand  lies  roughly  3000  feet  below  the 
surface,  the  depth  of  wells  finished  below  it  ranging  from  a  minimum  of 
2972  feet  (in  Well  No.  29)  to  3720  feet  (in  Well  No.  27),  and  lying 
mostly  between  3100  feet  and  3300  feet. 

Five  of  the  wells  in  this  group  are  abandoned.  Well  No.  27,  the 
farthest  south  on  the  west  line,  was  originally  a  good  producer,  but  got 
into  trouble  after  the  water  came  in,  lost  a  string  of  tools,  and  was 
finally  pulled  and  plugged.  Well  No.  35  had  casing  trouble,  and  was 
abandoned,  unfinished,  at  2554  feet.  Well  No.  31,  at  the  southeast  cor- 
ner of  the  group,  "and  with  one  exception  the  farthest  south  on  the  lease, 
was  a  dry  hole  at  3754  feet. 

Like  the  Graciosa  wells,  which  drew  from  the  same  producing 
stratum,  these  wells  at  first  made  a  very  large  amount  of  oil,  this  being 
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fi  light-broAvn  oil  of  from  26°  to  27°  Beaume,  accompanied  usually  by 
much  gas.  Well  No.  26  came  in  at  2800  barrels  per  day,  Well  No.  28  at 
2500  barrels,  Well  No.  29  at  1000  barrels,  and  Well  No.  30  at  2500 
barrels  daily.  These  productions  were  very  well  maintained  for  a 
long  time,  but  were  almost  entirely  shut  off  when  water  entered  the 
producing  beds.  Not  only  were  the  gross  outputs  reduced  to  a  small 
figure,  but  the  oil  produced  contained  a  large  percentage  of  emulsified 
water,  and  was  at  that  time  practically  valueless,  so  that  the  wells  stood 
idle  for  some  time.  Various  separation  methods  were  tried  for  remov- 
ing the  water,  but  without  much  success.  However,  after  many  experi- 
ments in  the  way  of  plugging  and  cementing,  a  portion  of  the  water  was 
shut  out.  and  part  of  the  production  recovered.  These  wells  are  now 
r-nmpers  of  moderate  capacity,  and  as  they  still  carry  considerable 
water,  are  handled  by  a  method  called  "skimming,"  a  term  also 
applied  to  the  removal  of  the  volatile  portion  of  the  oil  by  distillation. 
In  this  method  of  handling,  the  wells  are  allowed  to  stand  idle  for  from 
twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours,  after  which  the  pump  is  started,  dis- 
charging first  the  oil  remaining  in  the  tubing  from  the  last  pumping, 
then  clear  water  for  a  time,  then  a  small  amount  of  emulsified  oil  which 
is  tanked  separately,  and  finally  clear  oil.  Pumping  is  suspended 
before  the  well  is  entirelj^  exhausted,  and  a  new  charge  allowed  to 
accumulate.  By  this  means  the  pumping  of  water  and  oil  at  the  same 
time  is  avoided,  and  it  is  claimed  that  wet  wells  so  handled  give  as 
much  oil  as  if  pumped  steadily,  and  that  emulsification  is  almost 
entirely  avoided.  There  is  no  donbt  that,  in  the  case  of  these  partic- 
ular wells,  at  least,  the  water  and  oil  lie  in  separate  layers  in  the  pro- 
ducing stratum,  and  that  the  intimate  mixture  of  water  and  oil  known 
as  emulsion  or  sludge  is  produced  in  the  main  by  churning  in  the  barrel 
and  through  the  valves  of  the  pump.  The  agitation  accomplished 
in  the  tubing  alone  is  sufficient  to  bring  about  this  result.  A  moment's 
figuring  will  show  that  3000  feet  of  three-inch  tubing,  less  the  volume 
of  a  three-quarter  pump  rod,  will  hold  some  1100  gallons  of  fluid,  or  the 
yield  of  a  100-barrel  well  for  six  hours  and  twenty  minutes.  Or  if  the 
well  is  yielding  equal  volumes  of  water  and  oil,  the  entire  amount  of 
fluid  produced  will  lie  in  the  tubing  for  over  three  hours.  During  this 
time  it  is  being  constantly  mixed  and  turned  over  by  the  reciprocating 
action  of  the  pump-rod  boxes,  and  to  this  we  must  add  wiredrawing 
through  the  valve  ports,  slip  through  leaky  valves,  and  the  hammer  and 
churn  due  to  partial  filling  of  the  pump  barrel.  These  actions  com- 
bined are  amply  sufficient  to  effect  complete  emulsification  of  such  oils 
as  are  punipetl  in  this  field. 

The  wells  drilled  along  the  north  line  in  the  center  of  the  tract  found 
two,  or  in  some  cases,  three  sands,  but  drew  most  of  their  production 
from  the  upper  stratum,  this  lying  at  a  depth  of  from  1500  to  1800  feet. 
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Thus,  No.  12,  the  farthest  to  the  west  of  the  shallow  holes,  is  1770  feet 
deep.  No.  4  is  1599  feet.  No.  3  is  1538  feet,  No.  5  is  1742  feet,  No.  6  is 
1696  feet,  and  No.  11  is  1825  feet,  these  four  showing  a  slight  deepening 
to  the  southeast.  This  upper  sand  was  only  a  small  producer,  and  gives 
an  extremely  black  but  rather  volatile  oil  of  some  21°  Beaume.  The 
deeper  holes  drilled  among  these  shallow  wells  did  not  get  any  valuable 
production  in  the  lower  sands.  Well  No.  20,  farthest  to  the  west,  was 
carried  to  3484  feet,  and  found  a  small  amount  of  green  oil  of  high 
gravity  in  the  lower  sand.  This  well  was  pumped  for  some  time,  but 
was  not  considered  profitable,  and  is  now  abandoned,  though  still 
flowing  a  little  oil  at  intervals.  No.  13,  midway  of  the  north  line,  was 
abandoned  at  3400  feet.  No.  16,  the  next  location  to  the  east,  was  drilled 
with  a  rotary,  and  abandoned  at  1631  feet,  and  No.  17,  farthest  to  the 
east  in  this  line,  was  a  dry  hole  at  2079  feet.  South  of  these  are  three 
other  abandoned  holes,  No.  16,  drilled  with  a  rotarj^  and  abandoned  at 
2584  feet,  and  Nos.  8  and  9,  abandoned  at  1700  feet  and  1724  feet  res- 
pectively. Well  No.  18,  drilled  as  a  test  hole,  was  carried  to  4025  feet, 
but  found  nothing  of  value  at  depth,  and  is  now  pumped  from  the  upper 
sand. 

Farther  to  the  south  the  deeper  sands  were  found  fairly  productive, 
Well  No.  41  being  carried  to  3900  feet.  No.  37  to  3580  feet,  No.  39  to 
3810  feet,  and  No.  33,  farthest  to  the  southeast,  to  3990  feet.  These 
wells  were  much  less  affected  by  water  than  those  in  the  northwest 
corner  of  the  tract,  and  while  never  such  liberal  producers  as  the  earlier 
wells,  have  been  very  well  maintained.  Two  wells  are  now  being 
drilled  at  the  east  of  this  group,  and  two  betw^een  the  two  groups  men- 
tioned, all  going  for  the  deeper  sands. 

Two  prospect  holes  at  some  distance  from  the  other  wells  have  been 
carried  to  some  depth.  Well  No.  38,  the  farthest  to  the  south  on  the 
lease,  was  finished  at  4180  feet,  and  is  a  producer.  It  is  not,  however, 
considered  as  encouraging  further  work  in  this  direction  under  present 
conditions.  Well  No.  42,  near  the  northeast  corner  of  the  tract,  has 
been  suspended  at  3650  feet  for  a  long  time,  and  has  no  oil  whatever  to 
this  depth. 

Two  wells  are  now  being  drilled  on  the  north  line,  matching  the 
latest  wells  on  the  Newlove  tract,  these  being  Nos.  48  and  49.  It  will  be 
noted  that  Newlove  No.  39  is  but  a  little  distance  northwest  of  Western 
Union  No.  20,  and  though  the  latter  was  practically  a  dry  hole  at  3484 
feet,  Newlove  No.  39  started  off  with  a  large  production  from  the 
2700-foot  level.  Such  results  as  this  suggest  that,  while  the  outcome 
of  prospecting  to  the  south  on  this  and  the  Graciosa  lease  has  not  yet 
been  favorable,  there  are  still  excellent  chances  of  finding  other  pro- 
ductive folds  in  the  large  area  between  present  production  and  the 
Purissima  ridge. 
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Las  Flores  Land  &  Oil  Company.  Four  wells  have  been  drilled  on 
this  tract,  of  which  three  are  abandoned,  while  one  was  suspended  at 
the  beginning  of  1912,  but  was  rigged,  and  had  been  recently  worked  on. 
Xos.  1  and  2  were  lost  holes  at  700  feet  and  2800  feet,  respectively. 
No.  1a,  the  third  \\o\(t  started,  was  stopped  at  about  200  feet.  Well 
No.  2a  has  been  carried  to  a  depth  of  about  4600  feet,  and  has  had  no 
oil  except  a  small  yield  from  a  thin  .sand  near  the  surface,  but  is  showing 
a  little  gas  in  tlie  brown  shale.  The  otlier  three  holes  showed  no  indica- 
tions of  oil. 

Wells  West  of  the  Failroad.  The  line  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Railway 
passes  to  the  west  of  the  wells  above  mentioned,  and  to  the  west  of  the 
railroad  and  the  little  valley  in  which  it  lies  is  a  range  of  hills  of  mod- 
erate height,  parallel  to  the  coast,  that  is,  having  a  generally  north  and 
south  direction,  at  right  angles  to  the  ridge  on  which  the  Santa  Maria 
wells  are  located.  On  the  eastern  face  of  this  ridge  five  wells  have 
been  drilled,  two  or  three  of  which  showed  some  oil,  though  none  got  a 
production.  As  these  wells  were  carried  to  a  sufficient  depth,  and  in 
the  main  drilled  with  great  care,  the  results  are  not  encouraging  for  this 
end  of  the  field. 

Associated  Oil  Company — Xewhall.  In  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
Newhall  tract,  a  portion  of  Rancho  Todos  Santos,  a  well  was  drilled  by 
the  Recruit  Oil  Company,  now  absorbed  by  the  Associated.  This  well 
was  carried  to  about  3900  feet,  and  had  no  oil,  but  a  great  deal  of 
M^ater.     It  was  pulled  and  abandoned  when  finished. 

Associated  Oil  Company — Arrellanes — Pacific  Oil  Transportation 
Company.  On  the  Arrellanes  tract,  a  portion  of  Rancho  Punta  de  la 
Laguna,  the  Pacific  Oil  Transportation  Company  drilled  a  well  in  the 
year  1904.  This  company  has  since  been  absorbed  by  the  Associated 
Oil  Company.  The  well  was  2485  feet  deep,  and  entirely  barren,  and 
was  abandoned. 

Union  Oil  Company  of  California — Arrellanes — Claremont  Oil  Com- 
pany. On  the  southeast  corner  of  Rancho  Punta  de  la  Laguna,  the 
Claremont  Oil  Com]iany.  a  sub-company  of  the  Union  Oil  Company, 
drilled  a  well  to  some  4100  feet  deptli.  This  well  found  no  oil,  and  has 
been  suspended  for  a  long  time. 

Associated  Oil  Company — Escolle.  On  the  Escollo  tract,  a  portion 
of  Kancho  Todos  Santos,  the  Associated  drilled  two  deep  wells.  No.  2 
was  near  the  north  line  of  the  ranch,  and  but  a  short  distance  south  of 
the  Claremont  well.  This  hole  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  3350  feet,  and 
found  a  great  deal  of  water,  while  the  presence  of  oil  was  a  matter  of 
doubt.  Repeated  attempts  to  cement  out  the  water  failed,  and  the 
well  has  been  suspended  for  a  long  time. 
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Well  No.  1  is  about  one  mile  to  the  southeast  of  the  foregoing,  and 
was  drilled  to  3825  feet.  This  hole  had  some  oil,  and  was  claimed  to  be 
good  for  seventy-five  barrels  per  day  of  medium  gravity  oil,  but  the 
water  could  never  be  shut  out,  though  cemented  several  times.  Like 
No.  2,  this  well  has  been  long  suspended,  and  is  considered  a  failure. 

West  Huasna  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  is  on  the  same 
ranch,  and  about  one  mile  southeast  of  Escolle  No.  1.  It  was  drilled  to 
a  depth  of  3970  feet,  and  undoubtedly  had  some  oil,  but  was  completely 
drowned  out,  and  was  finally  pulled  and  abandoned.  This  company 
also  drilled  in  the  Huasna  country,  San  Luis  Obispo  County,  and  is 
now  operating  in  the  Bardsdale  district,  Ventura  County. 

Productiveness  of  Wells.  The  production  records  ■  for  the  Santa 
Maria  field  are  somewhat  confused  by  the  fact  that  the  outputs  from  the 
Old  Field,  Cat  Canon  and  Lompoc  have  never  been  recorded  separately. 
The  number  of  wells  in  the  latter,  however,  has  always  been  so  small  that 
the  error  thus  introduced  is  not  of  consequence,  land  except  for  the 
years  1909  and  1910,  when  the  output  of  two  wells  in  Cat  Canon 
bolstered  the  production  by  perhaps  six  or  seven  barrels  per  day,  the 
averages  for  the  three  fields  taken  together  will  not  be  far  from  that  of 
the  Old  Field  alone. 

No  reliable  averages  can  be  had  prior  to  the  year  1906,  as  before  this 
time  so  much  drilling  was  under  way  at  all  times  that  it  is  out  of  the 
question  to  get  at  any  average  number  of  wells  in  operation  during  the 
year.  For  instance,  in  1903  the  total  production  was  only  208,890  bar- 
rels, while  in  December  of  that  year  there  were  21  nominal  producers,  or 
an  average  of  a  little  over  27  barrels  per  well  per  day.  To  be  sure, 
fifteen  of  these  producers  were  the  shallow  sand  wells  on  the  south  side, 
always  small  producers,  yet  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  average  for 
every  daj^  in  the  year  was  much  larger  than  this. 

In  1906,  unofficial  figures  give  an  output  for  Santa  Maria  and  Lompoc 
of  5,400,000  barrels,  which  was  surely  large  enough.  In  March  of  that 
year  there  were  66  producers  in  the  Old  Field,  and  15  in  Lompoc,  a  total 
of  81,  giving  an  average  output  of  183  barrels  per  well  per  day.  As 
compared  with  later  figures,  this  average  is  probably  somewhat  high, 
the  output  being  rather  more  liberally  estimated,  and  the  number  of 
wells  taken  in  ]\Iarch  instead  of  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

No  certain  count  of  the  wells  producing  is  available  for  intervening 
years,  but  in  1909  there  were  205  wells  nominallj^  producing  at  the  end 
of  December,  while  the  production  for  the  year  was  8,080,488  barrels. 
This  again  is  for  the  two  fields.  Cat  Canon  not  yet  being  on  the  pro- 
ducing list,  and  is  an  average  of  107  barrels  per  well  per  day. 

At  the  end  of  1910  there  were  229  wells  classed  as  producers,  and  the 
output  for  that  year  was  7,592,637  barrels,  or  a  daily  average  per  well  of 
almost  91  barrels. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  1911  there  were  250  producers  in  the  three 
tields,  the  Old  Field  showing  201  in  this  class,  Cat  Canon  12,  and  Lompoc 
37.  The  production  for  the  three  fields  was  6,259,776  barrels,  or  a  daily 
average  of  69  barrels  per  well.  Or  if  we  take  out  the  twelve  Cat  Caiion 
wells,  and  an  estimated  1,000,000  barrels  from  this  field  (which  is  high), 
the  average  for  the  other  two  fields  is  reduced  to  65  barrels  per  well  per 
day,  or  a  difference  of  only  four  barrels  on  this  account.  And  there  is 
no  reason  for  thinking  that  the  average  output  on  the  Lompoc  wells  is 
materially  different  from  that  of  the  wells  in  the  Old  Field. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Santa  ]\Iaria  district,  with  the  exception  of 
Cat  Canon,  is  a  declining  field,  but  these  figures  do  not  bear  out  the 
assumption  that  the  decline  is  over  rapid,  or  that  it  requires  any 
unusual  explanation.  The  greater  part  of  the  wells  in  this  territory 
are  now  upwards  of  six  years  old,  and  a  decline  of  two-thirds  in  this 
time,  when  not  offset  by  any  large  amount  of  new  work,  is  no  more 
than  normal.  It  cannot  be  questioned  that  the  intrusion  of  water  into 
the  productive  strata,  on  both  sides  of  the  ridge,  gave  a  severe  setback 
to  production  at  first,  but  while  little  of  this  lost  production  has  been 
recovered,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  any  further  depreciation  of 
moment  is  now  taking  place  from  this  cause.  The  wells  are  slowly 
growing  less  productive,  as  the  gas  pressure  decreases  and  exhaustion 
of  the  sands  increases,  and  as  the  output  of  oil  drops,  the  percentage  of 
water  naturally  becomes  somewhat  greater,  but  both  of  these  changes 
are  now  taking  place  very  slowly,  and  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the 
larger  part  of  the  present  output  will  still  be  available  for  some  years 
to  come.  As  matters  stand  at  present,  the  per  well  output  is  just  about 
that  of  Coalinga,  while  the  average  price  of  the  oil  is  materially  greater, 
with  a  maintenance  charge  ranging  from  normal  to  rather  low. 

QUALITY    OF    SANTA    MARIA    OIL. 

The  oils  of  this  field  show  a  rather  narrow  range  of  gravity,  from 
20.0°  to  34.6°  Beaume.  North  of  the  ridge  this  range  is  even  narrower, 
the  highest  gravity  noted  being  28.5°,  and  the  lowest  21.1°  Beaume. 

In  the  northern  part  of  the  field  the  quality  is  highly  uniform,  except 
as  some  of  the  wells  suffer  more  or  less  from  water  trouble.  All  the  oils 
are  characterized  by  a  greenish  tinge,  and  give  high  yields  of  naphthas, 
kerosene  and  asphalt,  with  very  little  middlings.  The  naphthas  are 
white  and  sweet,  the  kerosene  rather  difficult  to  refine.  The  lubri- 
cating stock  contains  much  amorphous  paraffin  and  is  of  no  value. 
These  oils  run  very  high  in  combined  sulfur. 

South  of  the  ridge  two  classes  of  oil  are  found,  one  a  black  or  greenish- 
black  oil  ranging  from  20°  to  24°  Beaume,  the  other  a  brownish  oil 
exactly  resembling  the  oils  north. of  the  ridge,  but  running  into  higher 
gravities.     These  lightest  oils  do  not  show  as  much  increase  in  gasoline 
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percentage  over  the  heavier  as  might  be  anticipated  from  the  difference 
in  gravity,  and  in  this  respect  (gasoline  yield)  are  inferior  to  oils  of  the 
same  gravity  found  in  FuUerton.  In  this  field  the  lighter  oils  usually 
show  less  sulfur  than  the  heavier  grades. 

4466* 
Pinal    Oil   Company.     Well    No.   8. 

Gravity 21.1°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  fairly  limpid,  greenish-black  oil,  with  a  strong,  unpleasant  odor. 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c.   distilled   from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,   last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distilled  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 7.0  per  cent  56.6°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 6.3  per  cent  51.4° 

Third  cut 18.0  per  cent  41.0° 

Fourth  cut 10.8  per  cent  31.9° 

Fifth  cut 50.3  per  cent  25.5° 

Fixed  carbon 7.6  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  calculation  of 
the  coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  4.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate  52°  11.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  12.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  15.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.0°  22.4  per  cent  J  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 13.5°  16.6  per  cent  )  25.5°— 39.0% 

Asphalt "D"  19.0  per  cent,  or  62.6  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  were  somewhat  off  color,  but  were 
sweet,  and  treated  out  well.  The  heavy  distillate  was  a  good  deal 
burned,  and  gave  a  reduced  stock  of  dark  color  and  medium  viscosity, 
not  showing  paraffin. 

4462* 
Hall  &  Hall  Oil  Company  (Treasure   Realty).     Well  No.  2. 

Gravity 21.5°  Beaume 

This  is  a  rather  limpid,  brownish  oil,  with  a  strong,  sharp  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c.  distilled  from  copper,  first  three  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.    Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 8.7  per  cent  51.7°  Beaum^ 

Second  cut 8.3  per  cent  42.4° 

Third  cut 9.8  per  cent  33.7° 

Fourth  cut 63.5  per  cent  23.4° 

Fixed  carbon 9.7  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

♦Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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On  calculation  of  the  coke  to  asphalt,  this  oil  shows  the  following 
commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  9.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  8.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 34°  10.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 23.4°  50.0  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt "D"  23.0  per  cent,  or  75.6  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 
The  light  products  from  this  oil  were  fairly  pale,  and  treated  out  to 
white,  sweet  oils  with  the  test  acid.     The  lubricating  stock  was  consid- 
erably burned,  and  was  not  further  examined. 

4467* 

Pinal   on   Company.     Well    No.    16. 

Gravity 22.6°  Beaume 

This  is  a  fairly  limpid,  brownish-black  oil,  with  a  strong  and  unpleasant  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c.  distilled   from  copper,   first  four  cuts  dry,   last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.    Distilled  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 4.2  per  cent  60.7°  Beaume 

Second  cut 9.1  per  cent  52.3° 

Third  cut 19.0  per  cent  41.6° 

Fourth  cut 8.4  per  cent  32.4° 

Fifth  cut 52.5  per  cent  25.1° 

Fixed  carbon 6.8  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 
On  calculation  of  the  coke  to  asphalt,  these  figures  are  equivalent  to 
the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaumfi  4.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  10.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  17.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  10.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 25.1°  42.0  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt   "D"  17.0  per  cent,  or  56.7  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 
5457» 
New  Penn  Petroleum  Company.     Well  No.  1. 
Gravity 23.1°  Beaumt? 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid  oil,  of  greenish-black  color,  and  strong,  sulfurous  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c.  distilled   from  copper,  firet  three  cuts  dry.  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 17.3  per  cent  51.6°  Beaumd 

Second  cut 10.3  per  cent  41.8° 

Third  cut 12.5  per  cent  32.7° 

Fourth  cut 54.0  per  cent  23.0° 

Fixed  carbon 5.9  grams  per  100  c.c. 


100.0  per  cent 

•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
or. ao 
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On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 

coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  15.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  8.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  14.7  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  7.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.5°  15.6  per  cent  }  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 16.2°  25.4  per  cent  )  22.5°--tl.0% 

Asphalt "D"  14.3  per  cent,  or  50.2  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  distillates  from  this  crude  had  a  pale  color  as  they  came  from  the 
still,  but  carried  a  sharp  and  penetrating  odor,  which  disappeared  with 
the  test  treatment,  giving  water-white  and  very  sweet  oils.  The  last 
cut  had  a  pale  and  rather  yellowish  color,  and  a  peculiar  sulfurous  odor 
suggesting  garlic.  The  reduced  stock  was  of  normal  color  and  viscosity, 
with  slight  crystallization,  and  treated  out  to  an  18.0°  red  oil  of  fine 
color,  showing  a  little  paraffin. 

7404* 

Pinal  Oil  Company.     Weils  No.  1  and   No.  3. 

Gravity 27.6°   Beaum6 

Viscosity  at  60'^  F 3.27°  Redwood 

Viscosity  at  185°  F 1.36  Redwood 

Sulfur 1.56  per  cent  by  weight 

Thermal  value 18,997  British  thermal  units 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c.  distilled  from  a  glass  flask,  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  212°  V 8.2  per  cent  66.6°  Beaumg 

212.  to   302° 17.7  per  cent  53.8° 

302   to   392° 12.1  per  cent  42.2° 

392   to   482° 9.4  per  cent  34.0° 

482   to   572° 9.1  per  cent  25.6° 

572°  to  grade 29.7  per  cent  24.1° 

Asphalt    12.0  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Loss    1.8  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

These  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  16.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  9.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  13.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  10.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 24.4°  38.2  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt "D"  12.0  per  cent 

Loss 1.8  per  cent 

ICO.O  per  cent 

♦Analysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
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54b9« 
Rice    Ranch   Oil    Company.     Well    No.   4. 

Gravity 25.2°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  rather  limpid,  greenish-black  oil,  with  a  strong,  unpleasant  odor.  The 
sample  as  received  contained  some  emulsified  water,  which  was  separated  before 
distillation. 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c.   distilled   from   copper,  first  four  cuts  drj-,   last  cut  in   a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 5.1  per  cent  58.3°  Beaume 

Second  cut 6.5  per  cent  5L8° 

Third  cut 22.7  per  cent  41.8° 

Fourth  cut 8.1  per  cent  32.3° 

Fifth  cut 48.9  per  cent  21.9° 

Fixed  carbon 8.7  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  caulculation  of 
the  coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  2.0  per  cent  (about) 

Engine  distillate 52°  12.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  18.3  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  10.1  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.9°  15.4  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 14.6°  20.4  per  cent  \  21.9°— 32.S':c 

Asphalt : "D"  21.8  per  cent,  or  76.5  lbs.  p«m-  l>hl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  ran  quite  yellow,  but  very  sweet, 
and  took  the  test  acid  only  fairly  well.  The  heavy-  stock  was  of  good 
color,  but  of  low  viscosity,  and  a  strong,  sulfurous  odor.  This  gave  a 
reduced  stock  of  high  viscosity,  with  some  paraffin,  which  treated  out 
to  a  16.0°  red  oil  of  fine  color,  but  with  a  high  cold  test. 

545fi» 

New  Penn  Petroleum  Company.     Well   No.  6. 

Gravity 26.6°  Bcaum.' 

This   is   a    fairly    liiniiid    oil   of   a   grot'iiish-lilnck   color,   with   a   strong   and    rather 
sulfurous  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample   of  150  c.c.   distiiU-d    from   coi)ppr.    first   four   cuts  dry,    last    fut    in   a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 15.0  per  cent  (iLO°  BeaumO 

Second  cut 8.1  percent  5l.S° 

Third  cut 14.6  per  cent  41.9° 

Fourth  cut 8.9  per  cent  31.6° 

Fifth  cut 47.7  per  cent  22.5° 

Fixed  carbon 5.7  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 
coke  to  asphalt,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  obtained: 

Gasoline    61°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate   52°  1G.5  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  12.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  10.5  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.2°  21.3  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 14.4°  24.9  per  cent  )  23.0°— 46.2% 

Asphalt "D"  14.8  per  cent,  or  51.9  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 
The  light  products  from  this  crude  run  dark  and  with  a  strong  odor, 
but  with  the  test  acid  came  out  with  good  odors  and  fair  colors.  The 
lubricating  distillate  was  rather  dark,  with  a  moderate  viscosity,  and 
strong,  sulfurous  odor.  This  gave  a  reduced  stock  of  good  color,  and 
with  a  rather  high  viscosity,  which  treated  out  to  a  dark  red  engine  oil 
of  good  body,  17.3°  Beaume. 

4461* 
Pinal    Oil    Company.     Well    No.   20. 

Gravity 24.1°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  limpid,  brownish-black  oil,  with  a  sharp  and  rather  strong  odor.  Sample 
as  received  contained  considerable  emulsified  water,  which  was  separated  prior  to 
distillation. 

Distillation. 

Sample  of.  150  e.c.  distilled   from  copper,   first  four  cuts  dry,   last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.    Distillation  carried  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 8.6  per  cent  58.4°Beaum§ 

Second  cut 9.3  per  cent  52.4° 

Third   cut   10.3  per  cent  42.4° 

Fourth  cut 22.6  per  cent  .33.1° 

Fifth  cut 41.3  per  cent  24.6° 

Fixed  carbon 7.9  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 
coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum4  5.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  17.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  6.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  23.3  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.2°  16.3  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 15.5"  12.7  per  cent  (  24.6°— 29.0% 

Asphalt "D"  19.7  per  cent,  or  67.3  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 
The  light  products  from  this  oil  ran  rather  dark,  but  cleared  up  well 
with  the  test  acid.  Decomposition  took  place  in  the  last  two  cuts,  and 
the  last  was  considerably  burned.  The  reduced  stock  was  dark  and  of 
low  viscosity,  but  treated  out  to  a  deep  red  engine  oil  of  16.6°  Beaume, 
with  low  viscosity,  and  only  a  trace  of  paraffin. 

•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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4460* 

Dome    Oil    Company.     Well    No.    A-7. 

Gravity • 28.5'  Beaum^ 

This  is  a  limpid,  greenish-black  oil   with  a  rather  sharp  odor. 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c.   distilled   from  copper,  first  four  cuts  drj',   last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.    Distillation  carried  to  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cut 6.6  per  cent  64.0°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 8.4  per  cent  .52.7° 

Third  cut 23.7  per  cent  42.3° 

Fourth  cut 8.7  per  cent  33.3° 

Fifth  cut 45.8  per  cent  26.4° 

Fixed  carbon 6.8  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  calculation  of 
the  asphalt  to  coke,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  shown. 

Gasoline 61°  BeaumC-  0.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  2.5  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  25.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  8.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.3°  25.2  per  cent  ^  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 14.8  percent  j  26.4° — 40.0% 

Asphalt   "D"  15.5  per  cent,  or  54.4  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  ran  pale,  and  treated  out  to  white 
and  sweet  oils.  The  lubricating  stock  was  a  good  deal  burned,  and  gave 
a  reduced  stock  of  a  brownish-green  color  and  medium  viscosity, 
showing  some  crystallization. 

7402.  t 
Western    Union   Oil   Company.     Well    No.  3. 

Gravity  20.0°  Beaum6 

Viscosity  at  00°  F 38.40  Redwood 

Viscosity  at  185°  F 2.81  Redwood 

Sulfur 2.08  per  cent  by  weight 

Thermal  value 19,664  British  thermal  units 

Dint  illation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c.  distilled  from  a  glass  flask,  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  212°  F 0.9  per  cent 

212  to  302° 6.0  per  cent  .54.3°  Beaume 

302  to  302° 10.5  per  cent  43.1° 

392  to  482° 9.3  per  cent  34.0° 

482  to  572° 11.0  per  cent  27.7° 

572^^   to  grade 39.5  per  cent  22.7° 

Asphalt    22.0  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Loss    ^ 0.8  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 


•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
tAnalysls  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
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These  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  1.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  7.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  9.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  10.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 23.8°  49.7  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt   "D"  22.0  pier  cent 

Loss 0.8  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

7443* 

Western   Union  Oil  Company.     A  well. 

Gravity 20.5°  Beaume 

Viscosity  at  60°  F 28.62  Redwood 

Viscosity  at  185°  F . 2.03  Redwood 

The  number  of  the  well  from  which  this  sample  was  taken  is  not  recorded.     It  was 
probably  one  of  the  shallower  wells  at  the  northeast. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c.  distilled  from  glass  flask,  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  302°  F 12.0  per  cent  57.1°  Beaum6 

302  to  392° 10.4  per  cent  40.2° 

392  to  482° 8.3  per  cent  32.8° 

482  to  572° 24.5  per  cent  27.5° 

572°  to  grade — a 22.6  per  cent  22.7° 

572°  to  grade— b 4.8  per  cent  22.3° 

Asphalt    17.9  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Gain 0.5  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

These  figures  are  roughly  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial 

analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  6.0  per  cent  (approximate) 

Engine  distillate 52°  4.0  per  cent  (approximate) 

Kerosene 42°  12.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  8.0  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 24.9°  51.6  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt   "D"  17.9  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 


» Analysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
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5458« 

Western    Union    Oil    Company.     Well    No.   7. 

Gravity 22.4°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  fairly  limpid  oil,  with  a  greenish-black  color,  and  a  strong  but  not  sul- 
furous  odor.     This  sample  as  received  contained  some  emulsified  water,  which  was 
separated  before  distillation. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c.  distilled   from  copper,   first  four  cuts  dry,   last  cut  in   a 
current  of  gas.    Distillation  to  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cut 16.1  per  cent  G1.0°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 6.0  per  cent  47.9° 

Third   cut   8.5  per  cent  .'52.0° 

Fourth  cut 11.2  per  cent  29.2° 

Fifth  cut 48.3  per  cent  22.0° 

Fixed  carbon 9.9  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of  the 

coke  to  asphalt,  the  commercial  analysis  is  as  follows : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  16.1  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  12.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  6.5  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.7°  12.4  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 15.3°  27.7  per  cent  \22.0° — 40.1% 

Asphalt "D"  24.8  per  cent,  or  87.0  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  ran  yellow  from  the  still,  but  treated  out  fairly 
white  and  perfectly  sweet.  Tlie  lubricating  distillate  was  rather  dark, 
with  a  high  viscosity,  and  considerable  paraffin.  This  gave  an  almost 
solid  reduced  stock,  of  fine  color,  which  treated  out  to  a  rich  orange 
engine  oil.  of  19.1°  Beaume.  which  solidified  at  60°  F. 


4457* 

Western   Union  Oil  Company.     Well   No.  43. 

Gravity : 24.3°  BeaumC' 

This  is  a  mo<lerntoly  limpid,  brownish  oil.  with  a  sweet  and  rather  strong  odor. 
The  sample  as  received  coutaiiied  considerable  emulsified  water,  which  was  removed 
before  distillation. 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c.  distilled   from  copper,   first   four  cuts  dry,   last  cut   in   a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 6.0  per  cent  58.9°  Beaumfi 

Second  cut 12.0  per  cent  51.5° 

Third  cut 12.4  per  cent  41.7° 

Fourth  cut 15.8  per  cent  32.2° 

Fifth  cut 45.4  per  cent  27.3° 

Fixed  carbon 8.4  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 
•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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On  calculation  of  the  coke  to  asphalt,  these  figures  are  equivalent  to 

the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  3.5  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  1(3.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  9.4  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  14.5  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 27.3°  35.6  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt  "D"  21.0  per  cent,  or  73.7  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 
4458* 

Western    Union   Oil   Company.     Well    No.   34. 

Gravity 25.8°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  moderately  limpid,  brownish  oil,  with  a  sweet  and  strong  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c.  distilled   from  copper,   first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.    Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 9.3  per  cent  63.9°  Beaumg 

Second  cut 8.3  per  cent  .52.5° 

Third  cut 19.3  per  cent  42.2° 

Fourth  cut   12.2  per  cent  33.0° 

Fifth  cut 41.5  per  cent  21.9° 

Fixed  carbon 9.0  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 
On   calculation   of  the   coke   to   asphalt  the   following   commercial 
analysis  is  obtained: 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum^  12.5  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  3.5  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  12.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  12.2  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 21.9°  37.3  per  cent  ( not  separated ) 

Asphalt  "D"  22.5  per  cent,  or  79.0  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  ran  dark  colored  and  with  a  strong 
odor,  which  was  not  much  improved  by  the  test  acid.  Cracking  started 
in  the  33°  cut,  though  not  to  such  an  extent  as  to  much  alter  the  yield 
of  this  oil. 

The  lubricating  stock  contained  so  much  paraffin  as  to  freeze  in  the 
condenser,  and  was  not  considered  to  be  worth  examining. 

•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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4468* 

Western    Union   Oil   Company.     Weii    No.   21. 

Gravity 26.7°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  limpid  oil  of  a  brownish-black  color  and  a  strong  but  rather  sweet  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c.   distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,   last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.    Distilled  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 5.2  per  cent  62.4°  Beaumfi 

Second  cut 16.8  per  cent  52.1° 

Third  cut 10.5  per  cent  41.2° 

Fourth  cut 19.5  per  cent  32.9° 

Fifth  cut 41.9  per  cent  25.9° 

Fixed  carbon 6.1  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  inert  gas,  and  calculation 
of  the  coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  7.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  13.5  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  10.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  19.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.5°  20.5  per  cent  ^  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 14.- per  cent  )  25.9° — 34.7% 

Asphalt  "D"  15.3  per  cent,  or  53.7  lbs,  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  ran  a  little  dark,  but  treated  out  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.  The  lubricating  stock  was  pale  and  thin,  and  gave  a  reduced 
stock  of  rich  olive,  pale  color,  which  solidified  at  47°  F. 

4470* 

Western   Union  Oil  Company.     Well    No.  38. 

Gravity 33.5°  Beaum6 

A  very  limpid  oil  with  a  strong  greenish  tinge,  and  a  sweet,  gassy  odor.    The  water 
in  this  sample  was  not  emulsified. 
DiHtillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c.   distilled   from  copper,  first   four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in   a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 8.2  per  cent  6.3.2    Bcaum6 

Second  cut 16.2  per  cent  rv_».4° 

Third  cut 19.7  per  cent  42.0° 

Fourth  cut 35.2  per  cent  33.0° 

Fifth  cut 17.1  per  cent  Solid 

Fixed  carbon 3.6  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100,0  per  cent 


•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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On  calculation  of  the  coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  com- 
mercial analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaume  11.5  per  cent  (about) 

Engine  distillate   52°  10.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  22.7  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  35.3  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants Solid  11.5  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt       __     _ "D"  9.0  per  cent,  or  31.6  lbs.  per  bbl. 

I  IE 

I    ^  -'^  100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  ran  pale  from  the  still,  and  treated  out  well. 
The  stove  oil  was  more  or  less  burned,  and  the  oil  seems  to  be  tender 
at  this  point.  The  lubricating  stock  froze  solid  as  it  dropped  from  a  hot 
condenser  and  was  not  further  examined. 

7403* 
Western    Union    Oil    Company.     A   well. 

Gravity 34.6°  Beaumg 

Viscosity  at  60°  F 1-72  Redwood 

Viscosity  at  185°  F 1-17  Redwood 

Sulfur 0.60  per  cent  by  weight 

Thermal  value 19,485  British  thermal  units 

The  number  of  the  well  from  which  this  sample  was  taken  is  uncertain,  but  it  was 
one  of  the  deeper  southern  wells,  probably  between  No.  30  and  No.  40. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c.  distilled  from  a  glass  flask,  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  212°  F S.6  per  cent  04.8°  Beaum6 

212  to  302° 16.0  per  cent  52.2" 

302  to  392° 12.0  per  cent  44.4° 

392  to  482° 13.4  per  cent  37.6° 

^82  to  572° 10.8  per  cent  33.3° 

572"  to  grade— a 23.0  per  cent  29.3° 

572°  to  grade — b 7.4  per  cent  28.7° 

Asphalt    8.0  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Loss   0.8  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 
These  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  14.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate   52°  5.5  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  30.5  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  ii.O  per  cent 

Middlings  and  lubricants 29.1°  30.2  per  cent 

Asphalt   "D"  S.O  per  cent 

Loss 0.8  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 


I 


•Analysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

CAT  CANON  WELLS. 

The  wells  of  the  Cat  Canon  or  East  field  are  located  in  a  strip  some 
two  miles  wide  and  fonr  miles  lon^,  ranging  from  northwest  to  south- 
east across  townships  9-33  and  9-32.  Only  a  small  portion  of  this  area 
has  been  brought  to  production  at  this  time,  but  the  work  done  has  been 
sufficient  to  show  that  the  larger  part,  at  least,  is  underlain  by  produc- 
tive oil  sands. 

The  history  of  this  field  has  ])een  verj-  peculiar.  The  first  discovery 
was  made  some  five  years  ago,  a  very  large  flowing  well  was  brought  in 
during  the  following  year,  and  a  number  of  holes  have  been  drilled, 
most  of  which  indicates  the  existence  of  very  productive  sands.  Yet, 
with  about  thirty  completed  holes  in  the  field,  some  of  Avhich  have  been 
finished  two  years  or  more,  all  but  a  very  small  proportion  of  the 
production  has  come  from  three  wells,  and  a  number  of  the  completed 
wells  (completed,  that  is,  as  to  depth),  though  known  to  penetrate  thiok 
layers  of  rich  sand,  are  not  now  being  operated. 

Various  reasons  may  be  assigned  for  this  condition  of  affairs,  A 
several  deductions  drawn,  some  of  them  not  very  flattering  to  the  p;  jS- 
pects  of  the  territory  as  a  whole.  But  as  the  records  speak  for  them- 
selves, they  should  be  presented  before  any  generalities  are  given. 

Carpinteria  Oil  Company.  This  corporation  has  a  drilling  well  on  the 
northwest  quarter  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  32,  9-33.  This 
well  Avas  started  in  1909,  and  carried  to  a  depth  of  about  3200  feet, 
at  which  depth  a  portion  of  the  inner  string  was  split,  and  the  casing 
parted  while  attemptinir  to  draw.  It  is  now  reported  that  this  well  is 
to  be  abandoned,  the  formation  at  the  bottom  of  the  hole  being  quite 
different  from  that  found  in  other  Cat  Cafion  wells,  and  very  difficult  to 
handle.  No  oil  was  encountered  in  this  well.  The  Carpinteria  Oil 
Company  also  drilled  two  wells  near  the  town  of  that  name,  on  the 
Santa  Barbara  coast,  in  1905  and  1906. 

Sisquoc  Oil  Company.  This  company  has  a  GOO-foot  well  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Long  Caiion  road,  on  the  southeast  quarter,  southwest 
quarter,  section  19,  9-33.  This  well  has  been  suspended  since  1908,  but 
is  still  rigged  for  drilling. 

Cat  Canyon  Oil  Conipaini.  Tliis  well  is  inmiedintcly  across  the  canon 
from  the  Sisquoc  hole,  and  on  the  southwest  quarter,  northwest  quarter, 
section  20,  9-33.  It  was  started  in  the  latter  part  of  1910,  but  after  a 
depth  of  a  few  hundred  feet  was  reached  was  suspended.  It  still  stands 
rigged. 
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Palmer  Union  Oil  Company;  Stendell  tract.  Well  No.  1  on  this  lease 
is  situated  on  the  northwest  quarter,  southwest  quarter  of  section  29, 
9-32.  It  was  started  during  1910,  and  carried  to  a  depth  of  3480  feet. 
It  is  known  that  an  oil  sand,  possibly  several,  were  encountered,  but 
much  water  was  struck  above  the  oil  sand,  and  probably  some  below. 
This  hole  was  cemented  several  times,  but  all  efforts  to  shut  off  the 
water  failed,  and  no  production  was  ever  had.  At  present  it  is  standing 
idle. 

Well  No.  2  on  the  Stendell  is  on  the  southeast  quarter,  southeast 
quarter  of  section  30,  9-32,  a  short  distance  north  of  Brooks  No.  1. 
This  well  is  practically  completed  as  to  depth,  but  has  not  yet  been 
brought  to  production. 

Brooks  Oil  Company.  Both  wells  of  this  company  are  on  the  north- 
east quarter,  northeast  quarter,  section  31,  9-32.  No.  1  was  drilled  in 
1909,  and  found  some  oil  and  a  great  deal  of  water  at  3090  feet.  After 
many  attempts  to  shut  out  this  water,  the  hole  was  finally  converted 
into  a  water  w^ell,  and  is  now  supplying  fresh  water  for  this  and  adja- 
cent leases  on  an  air-lift. 

Well  No.  2  was  stopped  at  about  2400  feet,  and  was  put  on  the  pump. 
This  well  would  undoubtedly  be  a  liberal  producer  if  the  oil  could  be 
gotten  out  of  the  hole,  and  a  considerable  quantity  has  been  taken  out. 
In  fact,  this  is  the  only  well  in  Cat  Canon  proper  from  which  oil  has 
been  sold  in  commercial  quantity.  The  extreme  viscosity  of  the  oil, 
however,  makes  all  drilling  and  pumping  operations  most  dilBficult,  and 
as  the  well  has  considerable  water  and  some  sand,  it  has  proven  a  diffi- 
cult problem  to  keep  it  in  operation. 

Henderson  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  is  on  the  south- 
east quarter,  southwest  quarter  of  section  30^  9-33.  It  was  originally 
carried  to  the  "fourth-sand,"  at  a  depth  of  3560  feet,  but  failing  to 
produce  from  this  sand,  was  perforated  in  the  "third-sand"  at  2460 
feet.  After  working  on  the  well  a  long  time  it  was  finally  suspended, 
after  being  very  badlj^  damaged,  and  may  be  considered  a  lost  hole. 
Some  oil  was  produced  from  this  well,  the  quality  being  about  the  same 
as  that  from  other  wells  in  Cat  Canon.  The  property  is  now  under 
lease  to  the  Santa  Maria  PelToleum  and  Pipeline  Company. 

Santa  Maria  Petroleum  and  Pipeline  Company.  The  well  of  this 
company,  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section 

30,  was  not  being  operated  when  visited,  and  no  certain  statement  of  the 
conditions  could  be  had.  It  appears  to  be  a  deep  hole,  and  to  have  some 
oilj  but  has  not  produced. 

Santa  Maria  Enterprise  OH  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  is 
on  the  Blodgett  tract,  northwest  quarter,  northwest  quarter,  section 

31,  9-32.  This  hole  collapsed  at  a  depth  approximating  3000  feet,  and 
is  now  being  redrilled. 
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Associated  Oil  Company:  Williams.  The  Associated  well  on  Will- 
iams land,  northwest  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  31,  9-32, 
was  the  pioneer  well  in  this  field,  being  drilled  by  the  Recruit  Oil  Com- 
pany (since  absorbed  by  the  Associated)  in  the  year  1907.  It  was 
carried  to  a  depth  of  about  3400  feet,  but  found  only  a  very  stiff  tar  at 
that  depth,  and  was  pulled  and  plugged. 

New  Fennsylvania  Petroleum  Company;  Fugler.  This  well  is  on  the 
northwest  quarter  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  30,  9-32,  and  has 
been  drilling  for  almost  three  years.  It  was  originally  carried  to  3555 
feet,  but  at  this  depth  the  oil  was  so  extremely  heavy  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  work  either  pumps  or  balers  in  it,  the  tar  being  stiff  enough  to 
roll  into  balls  in  cold  weather.  As  it  was  thought  that  the  presence  of 
water  might  tend  to  cause  this  condition,  the  pipe  was  pulled  back  to 
3000  feet,  and  when  visited  last  the  well  was  being  rigged  for  pumping 
at  this  depth.  It  had  flowed  some  oil  a  short  time  previously,  this  oil 
being  very  heavy,  but  considerably  less  viscous  than  the  tar  first  pro- 
duced. 

West  Oil  Company.  This  company  has  a  well  immediately  north  of 
the  New  Pennsylvania  well,  on  the  southwest  quarter,  northwest  quarter, 
section  30,  9-32.  This  well  was  originally  drilled  to  3360  feet,  and  was 
reported  as  a  producer,  but  the  output  proved  to  be  tar  similar  to  that 
from  the  well  adjacent.  While  working  with  the  well  it  collapsed ;  the 
easing  was  then  cut  off  and  the  hole  redrilled  to  2937  feet,  where  it  now 
stands.  While  this  well  has  undoubtedly  reached  productive  sands,  it 
is  not,  in  its  present  shape,  a  producer. 

Pinal  Oil  Company;  Flcisher.  This  company  has  two  wells  on  the 
Fleisher  tract,  the  north  half,  north  half,  section  30,  9-32.  Well  No.  1 
was  drilled  in  1910  and  1911,  and  reached  a  depth  of  2100  feet.  It 
appeared  to  have  considerable  oil,  but  found  also  a  great  deal  of  water. 
Attempts  were  made  again  and  again  to  shut  off  this  water,  but  the 
cement  could  not  be  made  to  hold,  and  the  hole  was  finally  pulled  and 
plugged.  Well  No.  2  had  been  started  immediately  north  of  the  aban- 
doned hole,  in  January,  1912. 

Cat  Caiion  proper  thus  has  fifteen  wells,  of  which  four  are  drilling, 
without  any  oil  as  yet ;  three  have  the  oil  sand,  and  are  trying  to  make 
producers ;  two  are  suspended  at  a  slight  depth ;  one  is  suspended  in  oil 
sand;  four  are  abandoned,  and  one  is  pumping  a  portion  of  the  time, 
with  much  sand  trouble. 

This  is  tlie  record  of  five  years'  work,  and  as  it  is  quite  certain  that 
prolific  sands  are  passed  through  in  these  wells,  the  condition  is  remark- 
al)le  enough  to  have  called  forth  considerable  comment  and  discussion, 
though  it  must  be  admitted  that  no  agreement  has  yet  been  reached. 
Some  facts,  however,  are  sufficiently  apparent. 
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The  wells  are  deep,  and  find  a  great  deal  of  water  above  the  oil  sands, 
and  some  difficulty  seems  to  be  experienced  in  finding  strata  of  sufficient 
density  and  firmness,  between  water  and  oil  sands,  to  enable  the  proper 
shutting  off  of  water.  The  other  main  difficulty  is  found  in  the  extreme 
viscosity  of  the  oil.  An  examination  of  the  figures  for  the  Brooks  oil 
will  indicate  how  far  this  tendency  obtains,  particularly  when  it  is 
remembered  that  this  is  the  most  fluid  oil  found  in  this  group,  some  of 
the  tars  being  much  more  solid.  It  will  be  apparent  enough  that  Avith 
such  material  in  the  hole,  it  would  be  most  difficult  to  obtain  any 
adequate  log  of  the  well  after  striking  first  oil,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact 
almost  nothing  appears  to  be  known  as  to  the  formation  below  the  top 
oil  sand.  Indeed,  it  is  not,  as  yet,  at  all  certain  whether  the  earlier  and 
deeper  wells  actually  went  into  bottom  water,  or  whether  the  water 
found  in  all  of  them  came  from  above.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  at 
least  one  or  two  did  pass  through  the  oil-bearing  formation  into  sands 
carrying  water  under  considerable  pressure,  and  that  the  presence  of 
this  water  in  the  oil  sands  has  greatly  aggravated  the  difficulty  of 
handling  later  wells. 

This  oil  is  of  considerable  value  for  asphalt  making,  as  will  be  indi- 
cated by  the  analysis  of  the  Brooks  sample.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  at 
this  time  whether  any  important  production  will  be  had  in  the  future 
from  w^ells  on  this  formation. 

Nicholson  ivell.  The  first  well  drilled  anywhere  in  this  vicinity  Avas 
located  on  section  35,  10-32,  opposite  Fugler's  Point,  where  the  Sisquoc 
River  enters  the  Santa  Maria.  Along  the  road  south  of  the  river,  and 
near  the  site  of  the  well,  are  some  narrow  seams  of  solid  asphalt.  The 
well  noted  seems  to  have  struck  this  same  formation  at  a  depth  of  210 
feet,  and  after  penetrating  it  a  few  inches  was  abandoned  on  account  of 
the  toughness  of  the  material.  The  asphalt  found  in  the  M'ell  was  not 
hard  like  that  cropping  along  the  road,  but  was  of  a  soft  and  rubbery 
consistency. 

Bradley  Canon  Oil  Company.  This  company  was  rigging,  in  Jan- 
uary, 1912,  on  the  east  side  of  Bradley  Caiion.  about  one  mile  south  of 
the  Sisquoc  road. 

Summit  Oil  Company.  This  company  is  drilling  on  the  southwest 
quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  11,  9-33.  At  last  reports 
this  well  was  having  trouble  with  casing  at  about  2400  feet.  No  oil  had 
been  found  at  that  depth. 

Merchants'  Oil  Company.  In  January,  1912,  the  Merchants'  well  on 
the  southeast  quarter,  northwest  quarter  of  section  14,  9-33  had  reached 
a  depth  of  2660  feet,  and  had  entered  the  first  oil  sand.  Drilling  is 
still  under  way. 
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Despatch  Oil  Compaiiy.  This  company  is  drilling  on  the  northeast 
quarter,  northwast  quarter,  section  23,  9-33.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1912  this  well  was  3300  feet  deep,  had  reached  the  first  oil  sand, 
and  upper  water  was  being  cemented  off  on  the  4i-inch  pipe. 

Ideal  Oil  Company.  This  company  has  drilled  two  wells,  both  on  the 
southwest  quarter,  nortliwest  quarter,  section  23,  9-33.  Well  No.  1 
was  drilled  in  1908  and  1909,  and  was  2502  feet  deep.  It  found  its 
first  oil  in  brown  shale  at  1404  feet,  again  in  shale  at  1665  feet,  and  in 
small  quantities  in  a  gray  sand  at  1787  feet.  The  first  productive  sand 
was  a  13-foot  layer  entered  at  1985  feet,  and  below  this  streaks  of  sand 
and  shale  carrying  oil  were  met  at  intervals  to  2445  feet.  At  the  final 
depth  reached,  however,  the  well  was  not  considered  a  producer,  and  as 
it  was  reduced  to  a  very  small  casing,  and  had  met  much  trouble  with 
water  and  running  sand  farther  up,  the  hole  was  abandoned  as  hope- 
lessly pointed. 

Well  No.  2  was  started  in  the  latter  part  of  1909,  and  is  still  drilling, 
having  reached  a  somewhat  greater  depth  than  No.  1.  This  well  went 
into  bottom  water,  which  to  the  present  time  has  not  been  successfully 
cemented,  and  has  had  much  trouble  with  crooked  hole. 

Los  Alamos  Petroleum  Com^pany.  The  property  of  this  company  has 
been  absorbed  by  the  Palmer  Annex  Oil  Company.  The  well  on  this 
forty,  the  northwest  quarter,  southwest  quarter,  section  23,  9-33,  is  the 
farthest  west  of  any  producer  in  the  field,  and  when  brought  in,  nearly 
two  years  ago,  looked  like  a  large  well.  The  oil,  however,  is  so  extremely 
heavy  and  viscous  that,  to  this  time,  all  efforts  to  get  the  well  to  produce 
have  been  but  temporarilj^  successful.  When  last  visited  the  well  had 
been  on  air  lift  for  some  time,  and  had  made  considerable  oil,  but 
excessive  air  pressure  had  split  the  pipe,  and  preparations  were  then 
being  made  to  start  on  hot  air,  after  recasing.  The  pressure  carried  on 
the  bottom  of  the  pipe  had  been  in  the  neighborhood  of  1500  pounds. 
The  well  is  3185  feet  deep,  got  its  first  showings  in  brown  shale  at  1685 
feet,  and  a  25-foot  oil  sand,  not  very  productive,  at  2415  feet,  but  gets 
the  larger  part  of  its  oil  from  a  true  sand  lying  between  3065  feet  and 
3180  feet.  The  oil  from  this  well  is  similar  to  other  oils  found  in  this 
district,  but  is  heavier  than  the  oils  found  farther  east,  being  almost  stiff 
enough  to  walk  on  when  chilled. 

Rice  Banch  Oil  Company.  The  two  wells  of  this  company,  on  land 
now  belonging  to  the  Palmer  Annex  Oil  Company,  were  drilled  in  1904. 
Well  No.  1  was  about  500  feet  deep,  and  stopped  in  the  heaving  sand, 
many  boulders  also  being  found.  At  this  time  the  method  of  circula- 
tion, since  used  to  pass  this  surface  sand,  had  not  been  invented. 
Well  No.  2  was  drilled  with  a  rotary  rig  to  about  1000  feet,  and  also 
stopped  because  of  boulders.  Neither  of  these  holes,  of  course,  found 
any  oil. 
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The  Rice  Ranch  Oil  Company  is  now  operating  a  tract  in  the  Old 
Field,  Santa  Maria. 

Palmer  Annex  Oil  Company — Santa  Maria  Oil  Fields.  The  Santa 
Maria  Oil  Fields,  a  British  corporation,  is  said  to  be  the  holding  com- 
pany for  the  Palmer  Annex  Oil  Company,  of  Los  Angeles.  In  January, 
1912,  the  latter  company  was  drilling  six  wells  along  its  east  and  south 
lines,  against  Palmer  Union  and  Dome  properties.  Nos.  1  and  2  had 
reached  depths  of  2750  feet  and  3100  feet,  respectively,  and  were  in  oil 
sand,  but  had  much  mechanical  trouble,  and  were  not  yet  on  the  pro- 
ducing list.  Nos.  3,  4,  5  and  6  were  between  1000  and  2000  feet  in 
depth,  and  had  not  yet  struck  oil.  No.  7  was  rigged,  but  had  not  yet 
started  to  drill. 

Dome  Oil  Company.  This  company,  which  also  operates  producing 
properties  in  the  Old  Field  (Santa  Maria),  in  the  Lompoc  group  (see 
Gem  Oil  Company),  on  the  Wickenden  tract  (see  Santa  Ynez  group) 
and  in  North  Midway,  has  seven  wells  on  the  Bloehman  tract,  on  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  26,  9-33. 

Well  No.  1  is  a  flowing  well  of  modest  output,  but  produces  a  per- 
fectly clean  oil,  and  has  flowed  steadily  for  a  long  time.  This  well 
produces  a  lighter  oil  than  the  average  for  this  lease,  the  gravity  being 
15.0°  Beaume. 

Well  No.  2  flowed  for  a  short  time  when  finished.  Fearing  that  the 
well  would  get  beyond  control,  it  was  filled  with  water  while  the  casing 
head  was  being  attached,  but  when  put  on  the  pump  and  freed  from 
water  proved  to  be  only  a  small  producer,  and  is  probably  choked.  This 
well  also  makes  a  perfectly  clean  oil  of  15.5°  Beaume,  accompanied  by 
much  gas,  and  is  a  steady  producer  on  the  pump. 

Well  No.  3  was  carried  into  the  top  sand  only,  the  casing  being  open 
at  the  bottom  and  not  perforated.  It  flows  very  steadily  a  moderate 
amount  of  oil  of  10.8°  Beaume,  accompanied  by  a  little  sand  and  consid- 
erable gas,  but  free  from  water. 

Well  No.  4  is  near  the  southwest  corner  of  the  tract,  and  about 
opposite  the  Union's  Bell  No.  4.  It  is  not  finished,  and  stands  rigged. 
The  depth  is  not  known,  but  probably  approximates  that  of  other  wells 
in  the  vicinity,  as  it  has  evidently  made  some  oil. 

Well  No.  5  is  on  the  east  line,  north  of  No.  3  and  opposite  Palmer 
No.  4.  When  last  visited  it  had  just  been  put  on  the  pump,  and  was 
producing  the  lightest  oil  on  the  lease,  the  gravity  being  about  16° 
Beaume.  This  well  had  not  at  that  time  been  pumped  long  enough  to 
establish  its  production  rate,  as  this  was  constantly  increasing,  and  the 
well  showed  a  tendency  to  floAV. 

Well  No.  6  is  on  the  north  line,  offsetting  Palmer  Annex  No.  2.  It 
had  r.ot  been  .finished  when  last  visited,  but  had  a  good  showing  in  the 
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Well  Xo.  7  is  also  on  the  north  line  opposite  Palmer  Annex 
This  well  was  spudded  in  about  the  first  of  the  year. 

Palmer  Union  Oil  Company.  This  corporation  is  a  consolidation  of 
the  Palmer  Oil  Company,  Palmer  Junior  Oil  Company  and  Palmer 
Senior  Oil  Company,  and  owns  all  the  lands  formerly  held  by  these 
companies,  and  by  the  Old  Mission  Oil  Company.  The  well  numbers 
given  below  are  the  new  numbers  of  the  Palmer  Union  Oil  Company. 
Nos.  1  to  6  have  the  old  numbers  of  the  Palmer  Oil  Company,  No.  7  was 
formerly  Palmer  Junior  No.  2;  No.  8  was  Palmer  Junior  No.  1,  and 
No.  12  was  Palmer  Junior  No.  3.  Nos.  1  to  6  are  on  Blochman  land, 
the  northeast  quarter  of  section  26,  9-33.  Later  numbers  are  on  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  23,  9-33,  except  No.  11,  which  is  on  the 
northeast  quarter  of  the  same  section,  but  close  to  the  quarter  line. 

"Well  No.  1  was  drilled  in  1908,  and  when  first  drilled  was  a  pumping 
well  of  fair  size  only.  After  being  on  the  pump  for  some  months  it 
started  to  fiow  without  warning,  and  for  a  long  time  thereafter  was  a 
most  spectacular  gusher,  producing  up  to  ten  thousand  barrels  per  day, 
actual  measurement,  of  clean  oil  slightly  better  than  14°  Beaume.  It 
has  now  been  for  some  time  almost  completely  sanded  up,  and  though 
still  flowing  is  doing  but  a  small  fraction  of  its  former  output.  The 
gravity  of  the  oil  is  said  to  have  increased  somewhat  during  the  last  few 
months,  without  any  change  in  the  rate  of  flow. 

Well  No.  2  was  drilled  in  1909,  and  had  much  the  same  history  as 
No.  1,  that  is,  it  came  in  as  a  pumper,  but  later  began  to  flow,  and  up  to  a 
short  time  ago  was  a  very  large  producer.  It  has  now  been  choked,  for 
some  four  months,  and  not  producing  at  all,  though  in  January,  1912, 
it  was  on  the  air,  and  seemed  to  be  picking  up  a  little.  The  pressure  at 
the  bottom  of  these  wells  is  extremely  high,  and  as  the  oil  is  viscous,  and 
is  produced  from  loose  sand,  it  is  difficult  to  keep  them  in  condition 
unless  strongly  restrained. 

Well  No.  3  was  finished  in  1910,  and  for  a  time  Avas  a  heavy  producer, 
though  not  approacliing  either  No.  1  or  No.  2  in  output.  It  is  now  com- 
pletely sanded  up,  and  is  being  redrilled,  the  pipe  having  collapsed. 

Well  No.  4  is  on  the  west  line  of  the  quarter,  and  about  opposite  to 
Dome  No.  5.  This  is  a  pumping  well  of  fair  output,  and  makes  a  rather 
lighter  oil  than  the  earlier  wells.  It  also  gives  much  less  trouble,  and  is 
a  reliable  producer. 

Well  No.  5  is  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  quarter,  and  opposite 
Dome  No.  6.  This  well  has  just  been  completed,  January,  1912,  and  is 
said  to  have  a  very  good  showing  of  sand,  but  is  not  yet  on  the  produc- 
tion list. 

Well  No.  6  is  on  the  north  line  of  the  quarter,  and  is  a  drilling  well  at 
2775  feet  (report  May  1,  1912). 
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Well  No.  7  is  on  the  south  line  of  section  23,  and  opposite  Palmer 
Annex  No.  2.  This  well  was  suspended  in  the  latter  part  of  1911,  and 
has  not  been  resumed. 

Well  No.  8  is  on  the  south  line  of  the  section,  east  of  No.  7,  and  near 
the  old  location  of  Old  Mission  No.  1.  This  well  also  has  been  sus- 
pended for  some  time. 

Well  No.  9  is  on  the  west  line  of  the  tract,  opposite  Palmer  Annex 
No.  4.     This  well  is  suspended. 

Well  No.  10  is  the  next  location  north  of  No.  9,  and  is  opposite  Palmer 
Annex  No.  5.  This  well  is  drilling  at  something  over  3000  feet  (report 
May  1,  1912),  and  is  expected  to  finish  within  the  next  200  feet. 

Well  No.  11  is  the  next  location  north  of  No.  10,  and  just  north  of  the 
center  line  of  the  section.     This  well  has  been  suspended  for  some  time. 

Well  No.  12  is  in  the  southeast  corner  of  section  23,  one  location  east 
of  No.  8.  This  well  also  is  suspended.  None  of  these  suspended  wells 
are  known  to  have  entered  the  oil  sands  as  yet,  but  the  depths  are  not 
known  with  certainty. 

Old  Mission  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  was  near  the 
present  location  of  Palmer  Union  No.  8.  It  was  drilled  in  1908,  and 
was  abandoned  at  about  1100  feet,  because  of  casing  trouble. 

Associated  Oil  Company;  Lewis.  The  Associated  Oil  Company  has 
two  wells  on  the  Lewis  tract,  along  the  west  line  of  section  25,  9-32. 
Well  No.  1  was  drilled  in  1910,  to  a  depth  reported  at  2670  feet.  This 
well  had  a  showing  of  oil,  but  so  much  water  that  it  could  not  be  pro-, 
duced,  and  it  was  thought  for  a  time  that  the  limit  of  the  pool  had  been 
reached  in  this  direction,  as  the  small  quantity  of  oil  made  by  the  well 
was  a  very  heavy  and  sticky  tar.  Later  results  on  neighboring  wells 
have  indicated  that  this  well  passed  through  a  sand  which  should  prob- 
ably have  been  productive,  and  went  into  bottom  water,  which  pre- 
vented it  from  making  the  normal  amount  of  oil.  Well  No.  2,  a  short 
distance  north  of  No.  1,  was  somewhere  about  2200  feet  deep,  was  drill- 
ing when  last  visited,  and  had  a  good  showing  of  oil  of  a  gravity  normal 
to  the  field. 

Union  Oil  Company;  Bell.  The  Union  Oil  Company  has  five  wells 
on  the  Theresa  Bell  tract,  south  of  the  Dome  and  Palmer  Union  wells. 
These  wells  are  all  on  the  south  half  of  section  26,  9-33. 

Well  No.  1  was  drilled  in  1909,  to  a  depth  approximating  3200  feet. 
There  has  been  much  discussion  as  to  the  actual  status  of  this  well, 
and  of  the  adjacent  No.  2,  but  it  appears  likely  that  this  hole  Avas 
carried  into  bottom  water,  which  was  shut  off  by  the  sanding  in  of  a 
string  of  tools  in  the  bottom  of  the  hole.  In  swabbing  the  well  for  the 
purpose  of  cleaning  out  excessive  sand,  this  sand  pack  appears  to  have 
been  worked  out,  and  bottom  water  admitted.     The  well  is.  said  to  have 
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een  originally  good  for  some  200  barrels  daily,  but  after  the  water 
entered,  production  fell  to  a  very  small  figure,  and  attempts  to  shut  out 
the  bottom  water  have  been  but  slightly  if  at  all  successful.  The  output 
of  the  well  is  now  perhaps  a  quarter  of  what  it  was  originally,  and 
carries  a  large  amount  of  water. 

Well  No.  2  was  drilled  in  the  same  year,  to  a  depth  of  3060  feet,  and 
is  said  to  have  also  been  carried  into  a  lower  water  sand.  It  was  then 
pulled  back  to  2985  feet  and  cemented  at  the  bottom,  and  is  reported 
to  have  been  good  for  400  barrels  per  daj'-  after  this  treatment.  The 
cement  plug  was  accidentally  drilled  out,  and  like  that  of  No.  1,  the 
production  is  now  small,  and  carries  much  water.  Attempts  were  being 
made  to  again  shut  out  the  water  from  this  hole,  when  last  visited. 

"Well  No.  3  is  some  distance  to  the  southwest  of  the  other  wells,  and 
was  carried  to  a  depth  of  4200  feet.  Opinions  differ  as  to  whether  this 
well  encountered  any  oil,  some  operators  maintaining  that  it  passed 
through  an  oil  sand  at  about  2500  feet,  then  into  shale,  below  which 
water  was  found.  There  are  no  evidences  of  oil  on  or  around  the  rig 
at  present,  and  the  well  is  suspended. 

Well  No.  4  was  drilled  in  1910,  to  a  depth  of  2890  feet.  This  well 
made  a  small  amount  of  oil,  and  much  water,  and  is  not  now  being 
operated.  Here  again  there  is  a  question  as  to  whether  bottom  water 
was  entered. 

Well  No.  5  is  on  the  north  line  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  section, 
and  almost  opposite  Palmer  Union  No.  3.  This  well  was  finished  in 
1910,  and  until  lately  was  considered  a  moderate  pumper.  In  an  effort 
to  increase  the  output,  compressed  air  was  applied  to  the  well  during  the 
latter  part  of  1911,  and  a  large  amount  of  sand  raised.  When  visited, 
in  January,  1912,  the  air  was  still  on^  but  so  little  was  entering  the 
tubing  that  the  well  might  be  said  to  be  flowing  naturally.  At  that 
time  it  was  producing  some  3500  barrels  daily  of  clean  oil,  but  has  now 
(May,  1912)  been  badly  sanded,  and  down  to  a  very  small  production, 
for  some  weeks. 

Operating  Conditions  in  Cat  Canon.  As  already  noted,  very  unusual 
operating  difficulties  have  been  met  in  the  Cat  Canon  field  as  a  whole, 
these  falling  into  two  classes,  difficulties  in  drilling,  and  difficulties  in 
producing.  The  first  are  due  to  the  loose  and  shifting  nature  of  the 
formations  penetrated  from  the  surface  down  to  a  depth  of  perhaps 
1000  feet,  the  second  to  the  very  similar  structure  of  the  sands  from 
which  the  oil  is  raised. 

The  earlier  wells  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  pass  a  series  of  loose 
sands,  which  repeatedly  froze  the  pipe,  and  made  headway  verj^  slow. 
This  trouble  was  obviated  by  the  invention  of  the  circulating  system, 
now  so  well  known  as  to  need  but  the  briefest  description.     In  general 
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terms,  this  consists  in  passing  the  drilling  line  through  a  packing-head 
or  oil-saver,  into  which  is  pumped  a  steady  stream  of  mud,  previously 
mixed  to  the  consistency  of  thick  cream.  This  mud  passes  out  of  the 
bottom  of  the  pipe,  and  flowing  up  the  hole  outside  the  casing,  effect- 
ively walls  up  the  hole,  and  seals  off  the  quicksands.  This  system  does 
away  with  sand  pumping,  and  while  it  is  rather  awkward,  because  of 
the  necessity  of  removing  the  head  every  time  the  tools  are  withdrawn, 
it  fails  only  in  the  rare  case  where  a  seamy  stratum  allows  the  circu- 
lating mud  to  escape  into  the  formation,  a  very  rare  occurrence.  This 
sj'stem  has  the  same  advantage  as  the  rotaiy.  in  the  ability  to  pass 
through  quicksand,  while  unlike  the  rotary  it  is  not  serioush^  retarded 
by  boulders  nor  hard  shells.  Circulation  is  rarely  needed  below  1000 
feet,  in  this  district,  as  at  this  depth  the  sandy  formation  is  usually 
passed  and  more  firm  shales  encountered. 

The  difficulties  met  in  the  endeavor  to  make  these  wells  produce,  and 
to  keep  them  at  it,  are  much  more  complex,  and  are  not  yet  entirely 
solved.  But  they  are  based,  apparently,  on  the  same  condition  of 
affairs  at  the  producing  level  as  is  encountered  near  the  surface. 

The  oils  of  Cat  Canon  are  produced  from  loose  and  incoherent  sands, 
of  fine  texture,  and  almost  entirely  free  from  gravel  and  grit.  Such 
sands  will  pack  very  solidly,  if  supported,  but  when  saturated  with  a 
liquid  have  a  tendency  to  flow  freely  when  the  support  is  withdrawn, 
and  any  slight  local  disturbance  takes  place.  Further,  the  oils  them- 
selves are  quite  unusually  viscous,  and  the  pressures  on  the  sands  are 
very  high.  All  these  conditions,  of  course,  are  favorable  to  choking, 
packing,  or  bridging,  and  to  the  running  of  sands  into  the  casing. 

In  some  fields  where  other  conditions  are  similar,  the  oil  is  light  and 
fluid  enough  to  penetrate  the  interstices  between  the  sand  grains,  giving 
a  small  flow  into  the  perforations  of  the  pipe,  Avhich  is  gradually 
increased  by  the  washing  out  of  the  finer  sand  particles,  thus  forming  a 
sort  of  filter.  This  filter  formation  is  also  favored  by  the  presence  in 
an  oil  sand  of  a  moderate  amount  of  coarser  material,  w'hich  acts  by 
bridging  over  the  perforations  without  entirely  closing  them,  and  thus 
holds  the  finer  material  back.  But  in  the  Cat  Cailon  field,  the  oil  is  so 
viscous  as  to  pass  through  the  pores  in  the  sand  but  slowly,  thus  retard- 
ing the  formation  of  a  natural  filter,  and  also  allowing  only  a  very 
small  infiltration  through  any  sand  lying  close  to  the  perforations  in 
the  pipe. 

This,  however,  does  not  altogether  explain  the  peculiar  behavior  of 
the  Cat  Caiion  wells.  These  wells  do  not.  like  some  of  the  gushers  of 
Midway,  fill  for  hundreds  of  feet  with  running  sand,  nor  are  the  large 
mounds  of  sand  such  as  are  found  around  some  of  the  wells  at  Maricopa, 
at  all  in  evidence  here.  The  choking  which  undoubtedly  takes  place 
where  the  oil  enters  the  pipe  seems  to  be  outside  rather  than  inside  the 


CAT    CANON    AVKLLS.  389 

casing,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  oil-sands  themselves  are  considerably 
firmer  than  the  running  sands  of  Midway.  If  this  is  the  ease,  the 
choking  off  of  these  wells,  and  the  slowness  Avith  which  they  are  brought 
to  their  maximum  production,  must  be  due  to  a  pack  of  fine  sand 
immediately  around  the  perforations,  rather  than  to  the  running  in  of 
the  entire  mass  from  which  the  oil  is  drawn.  This  small  pack  once 
taken  out,  a  cavity  is  left  around  the  perforations,  into  which  oil  will 
drain  with  a  rapidity  depending  on  the  viscosity  of  the  oil,  the  fineness 
of  the  sand,  and  the  pressure  of  gas,  and  as  the  latter  seems  to  be  ample 
in  all  cases,  the  well  will  flow  as  long  as  this  cavity  can  be  maintained. 
But  when,  through  over-rapid  production  or  disturbance  in  the  forma- 
tion, the  walls  of  this  cavity  are  broken  down,  the  pack  around  the 
perforations  again  forms,  and  a  long  period  of  very  slow  production 
must  ensue  before  a  new  cavity  or  filter  can  be  formed,  and  the  solidity 
of  its  walls  reestablished. 

This  is,  indeed,  the  same  condition  found  in  any  field  where  oil  is  pro- 
duced from  loose  sand  under  considerable  pressure,  and  the  extreme 
slowness  with  which  maximum  production  is  gained,  or  regained  when 
once  lost,  seems  to  be  due  entirely  to  the  unusual  viscosity  of  the  oil, 
and  the  slowness  with  which  it  will  penetrate  the  sand  immediately 
around  the  perforations,  washing  out  the  finer  particles  and  forming  a 
cavity  or  filter. 

Two  methods  of  handling  these  wells  have  been  tried,  each  with  suc- 
cess but  along  different  lines.  The  policy  of  the  Dome  Oil  Company 
has  always  been  to  strongly  restrain  its  wells,  pumping  them  very 
slowly  and  raising  only  clean  oil.  This  plan  has  resulted  in  finishing 
wells  with  relatively  small  production,  but  which  can  be  depended  on 
for  a  perfectly  steady  output,  and  at  the  smallest  expense  for  main- 
tenance. So  that  while  the  maximum  production  from  any  well  ou  this 
lease  is  far  below  that  of  either  of  the  three  flowing  wells  to  the  east,  the 
gross  production  of  the  lease  is  both  satisfactory  and  profitable,  and  is 
steadily,  if  slowly,  increasing. 

The  policy  of  the  Palmer  Oil  Company  has  been  exactly  the  reverse  of 
this — to  push  its  wells  to  the  limit,  raising  the  sand  a.s  it  came  in.  This 
policy  has  gained  the  company  two  very  large  flowing  wells,  neither  of 
which  has  been  a  steady  producer,  but  each  flowing  very  strongly  for 
periods  wliicli  have  been  followed  by  periods  of  idleness.  As  to  which 
method  is  the  more  desirable  in  the  long  run,  the  number  of  experi- 
ments is  yet  too  few  to  determiiu".  Tlie  case  is  of  present  interest  only 
as  indicating  the  extent  to  which  tlie  output  of  a  well  can  be  controlled 
by  its  manipulation  after  finishing. 

Extent  of  the  Cat  Cailoii  Field.  The  final  extent  of  the  Cat  Canon 
territory  has  not  yet  been  even  suggested,  though  tentative  limits  have 
been  set  to  the  southwest,  and  at  the  east.     At  the  southwest  corner  the 
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two  wells  of  the  Union  on  the  Theresa  Bell  tract  (numbers  3  and  4)  are 
liot  encouraging,  though  it  should  be  noted  that  the  same  conditions 
which  are  taken  to  limit  the  field  at  this  side  were  formerly  supposed  to 
exist  along  the  west  line  of  section  25,  and  have  since  been  disproved. 
But  even  allowing  this,  the  Las  Flores  well,  about  one  mile  west,  has 
been  carried  close  to  the  limit  of  depth  (about  4600  feet)  and  is 
undoubtedly  a  dry  hole  so  far,  so  that  the  limit  to  practicable 
production  cannot  be  very  far  west  of  the  present  producing  bounds. 

If  it  is  true  that  the  Carpinteria  well,  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  Cat 
Canon  group,  did  not  find  the  same  formation  as  the  wells  farther  west, 
this  would  seem  to  set  a  limit  in  this  direction,  but  the  fact  is  not 
vouched  for.  No  actually  dead  holes  have  been  drilled  in  any  other 
direction,  except  the  Associated  well  on  the  Williams  tract,  and  it  is 
not  at  all  certain  whether,  in  the  light  of  present  information  and  oper- 
ating skill,  this  well  might  not  have  been  brought  to  production.  On 
the  other  hand,  no  profitable  production  has  yet  been  had  outside  of  the 
little  group  on  Blochman  land,  and  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  pro- 
ducing wells,  especially  in  the  caiion  itself,  are  so  great  that  it  is  by  no 
means  certain  that  this  territory  will  ever  be  a  source  of  profit. 

Prospecting  to  the  East  and  North.  Two  wells  are  now  being  drilled 
in  what  is  known  as  the  Tepusquet  country,  several  miles  to  the  north 
cf  the  Cat  Caiion  group,  but  these  have  not  yet  reached  a  depth  to 
demonstrate  the  prospects  for  this  territory.  That  the  oil  measures  of 
the  East  field  do  not  continue  indefinitelj^  to  the  eastward,  is  indicated 
by  several  wells  drilled  from  three  to  five  miles  beyond  the  Carpinteria 
location.     The  records  of  these  holes  are  as  follows : 

Princess  Oil  Company;  Tunnell.  On  the  Tunnell  tract,  the  south- 
cast  quarter  of  the  southwest  quarter,  section  3,  9-32,  the  Princess  Oil 
Company  is  drilling  at  about  2500  feet  (Maj'^,  1912).  Some  gas  is 
reported,  but  no  oil  to  this  depth. 

Santa  Maria  Midway  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  is 
located  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter,  section  9, 
9-32.  It  is  now  drilling  at  some  3200  feet,  with  a  showing  of  gas  and 
some  oil  reported  (May,  1912).  Some  distance  up  the  hole  a  stringer 
cf  heavy  and  "viscous  tar  was  encountered. 

Kernel  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  in  the  year  1909,  on  the 
Rancho  Sisquoc,  in  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  13,  9-32.  This  well 
was  abandoned  at  1200  feet,  without  any  indications  of  oil,  which  would 
Itardl}^  have  been  expected  at  this  slight  depth.  A  new  well  is  said  to 
be  drilled  (May,  1912),  just  west  of  the  old  location. 

General  Oil  Company.  This  company  drilled  in  the  year  1910,  on  the 
Rancho  Sisquoc,  northwest  quarter  of  section  26,  9-32.     At  the  depth 
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of  2690  feet  it  entered  flowing  sulfur  water,  having  a  temperature  of 
about  140°  Fahr.,  and  for  some  time  flowed  about  ten  feet  over  the  top 
of  a  10-inch  casing.  This  large  flow  lasted  but  a  short  time,  but  the 
well  still  made  so  much  water  that  it  was  pulled  and  abandoned.  No 
oil  was  found. 

Commercial  Union  Oil  Company.  A  well  on  the  Muscio  tract,  Rancho 
Tinaquaic,  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  6,  8-31.  This  well  was 
drilled  in  1901,  and  is  said  to  have  entered  hard  rock.  The  depth  was 
about  1400  feet,  and  no  oil  was  found. 

Foxen  Oil  Company.  This  well  was  on  the  Foxen  tract  of  the  Rancho 
Tinaquaic,  in  the  northeast  corner  of  section  1,  8-32.  It  was  drilled  in 
1909  to  a  depth  of  2657  feet,  and  found  gas  and  a  good  showing  of  oil, 
but  had  so  much  water  that  it  was  finally  abandoned.  This  water 
occurred  in  several  streaks,  each  carrying  a  different  quality  of  water. 

Dome  Oil  Company;  Tognazinni.  The  Dome  Oil  Company  drilled 
a  well  on  the  Tognazinni  tract  of  the  Rancho  Tinaquaic,  on  the  south- 
west quarter  of  section  35,  9-32,  in  the  year  1910.  This  well  was 
carried  to  a  depth  of  about  1800  feet,  and  was  in  brown  shale  almost 
all  the  way,  finding  a  little  gas  and  traces  only  of  tar,  but  no  oil. 

QUALITY  OF  CAT  CASON  OIL. 

As  shown  by  the  following  analyses,  all  the  oils  of  Cat  Caiion  are 
very  heavy,  ranging  from  11.0°  to  15.5°  Beaume.  As  the  viscosities 
of  these  oils  are  high  even  for  the  gravity,  the  heaviest  grades  are  almost 
solid  when  chilled,  and  without  doubt  these  are  the  most  viscous  oils 
commercially  produced  in  California,  not  even  excepting  the  heavier 
grades  of  Salt  Lake  oil. 

These  oils  resemble  the  crudes  of  Salt  Lake  in  giving  a  yield  of  kero- 
sene which,  while  not  large  as  a  rule,  is  surprising  considering  the  low 
gravity.  The  yield  of  asphalt  is  very  high.  The  lubricating  stock  is 
usually  of  fair  to  good  quality,  and  of  low  cold  test. 

The  sulfur  content  of  these  oils  is  most  surprising,  far  exceeding  that 
of  any  other  oil  found  in  California.  Some  samples  show  over  6  per 
cent  by  weight,  while  5  per  cent  is  not  uncommon.  It  will  be  noted  that 
the  Salt  Lake  oils,  which  show  the  same  general  characteristics  as  these 
crudes,  also  run  very  high  in  sulfur,  and  it  is  very  likely,  if  not  certain, 
that  the  high  yields  of  asphalt  and  light  distillate  are,  in  both  cases,  due 
to  the  excess  of  sulfur. 

As  the  Cat  Canon  crudes  are  all  very  similar,  and  as  the  small 
analyses  give  but  little  information  as  to  their  properties,  it  is  not  con- 
sidered worth  while  to  quote  a  larger  number  of  analyses. 
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4472.» 

Brooks  Oil  Company.     Well   No.  1. 

Gravity 11.0°  Beaumfi 

This  is  an  extremely  viscous,  brownish-black  oil,  with  a  mild,  sweet  odor  suggesting 
that  of  molasses. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c.   distilled  from  copper,  in  a  current  of  gas.     Distillation 
carried  to  a  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cut 8.0  per  cent  44.2°  Beaum6 

Second   cut   10.7  per  cent  32.8° 

Third   cut   68.7  per  cent  23.2° 

Fixed   carbon   ..  12.6  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas,  and  calculation  of 

the  coke  to  asphalt,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  shown : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  9.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  8.7  per  cent 

Fuel   distillate   30.5°  22.9  per  cent  ^  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock   15.4°  27.9  per  cent  ji  23.2° — 50.8% 

Asphalt "D"  31.5  per  cent,  or  110.6  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  kerosene  from  this  crude  runs  a  little  dark,  but  treats  out  to 
water-white  with  the  test  acid.  The  stove  oil  after  treatment  has  a 
rather  sharp  odor. 

The  heavy  distillate  has  a  good  green  color,  and  gives  a  reduced  stock 
of  medium  color  and  good  viscosity.  This  treats  out  to  an  18.1°  red  oil 
of  viscosity  rather  low  for  the  gravity,  of  good  color,  and  free  from 
paraffin. 

5449.t 

Dome  Oil  Company.     Well   No.   B  2. 

Gravity 15.5^  Beaum6 

This  is  a  moderately  viscous  oil  of  a  brownish-black  color,  and  a  mild,  sweet  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c.  distilled  from  copper,  first  two  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a  current 
of  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 8.3  per  cent  40.8°  Beaume 

Second   cut 13.0  per  cent  33.5* 

Third  cut 65.6  per  cent  22.8° 

Fixed   carbon   13.1  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 


i 
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On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas.  and  calculation  of 

the  coke  to  asphalt,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  had : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaumfi  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  7.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  14.5  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 30.4°  18.3  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock   16.6°  27.4  per  cent  \  22.8° — 45.7% 

Asphalt "D"  32.8  per  cent,  or  115.1  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  ran  rather  dark  from  the  still,  but 
treated  out  pale  and  sweet.  The  heavy  stock  was  unusually  clear  and 
pale,  with  a  mild  odor  and  rather  low  viscosity — this  oil  showed  a  trace 
of  paraffin.  The  reduced  stock  had  a  moderate  viscosity  and  normal 
color,  and  treated  out  to  a  fine,  pale  engine  oil  of  18.4°  Beaume,  normal 
viscosity,  but  with  a  cold  test  of  about  60°  F. 

5454.* 

Palmer  Oil   Company.     Well    No.   1. 

Gravity 14.4°  Beaum€ 

This  is  a  viscous  oil  of  a  brownish-black  color  and  a  sweet  odor. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  200  c.c.  distilled  from  copper,  first  two  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.    Distillation  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 14.2  per  cent  40.9°  Beaum6 

Second   cut   18.1  per  cent  28.0° 

Third   cut   32.1  per  cent  25.1° 

Fourth  cut 22.5  per  cent  23.3° 

Fixed   carbon    13.1  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  gas.  and  calculation  of  the 

coke  to  asphalt,  the  commercial  analysis  is  as  follows : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  8.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  24.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate   29.5°  18.3  per  cent  \  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 15.9°  10.9  per  cent  /  24.2'— 35.2% 

Asphalt "D"  32.8  per  cent,  or  115.1  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  were  yellow,  and  with  a  siilfurous 
odor,  but  treated  out  fairly  well  with  the  test  acid.  The  heavj-  distillate 
was  pale,  with  normal  viscosity  and  a  sulfurous  odor.  This  gave  a 
reduced  stock  which  froze  solid  at  about  60°  F.,  and  which  treated  out 
to  a  red  oil  of  17.0°  Beaume,  of  very  fine  color,  but  also  solidifying 
above  60°  F. 


•Analysis  by  P.  W.  P. 
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5456.* 

Palmer  Oil   Company.     Well    No.  3. 

Gravity 14.7°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  viscous  oil  of  a  brownish-black  color,  and  a  mild,  sweet  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c.   distilled   from  copper,   first  two  cuts  dry,   last  cut  in   a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  to  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cut 15.7  per  cent  42.0°  Beaum6 

Second  cut   9.4  per  cent  30.8" 

Third  cut 63.1  per  cent  27.8° 

Fixed  carbon   11.8  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  current  of  gas,  and  calculation  of 

the  coke  to  asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Oasoline 61°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  15.7  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  7.5  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.2°  18.0  per  cent )  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock   16.0°  29.3  per  cent  \  27.8° — 47.3% 

Asphalt "D"  29.5  per  cent,  or  103.5  lbs.  per  bbl. 

rfT^ '^f-ri!|  ,1        .      ,,  .:i        ^^^,    |100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  were  yellow,  and  had  a  peculiar  odor 
which  treatment  did  not  remove.  The  heavy  distillate  was  of  good 
color,  mild  odor  and  rather  low  viscosity.  This  gave  a  rather  viscous 
reduced  stock,  which  treated  out  to  an  18.1°  red  oil  of  fine  color,  and 
normal  viscosity,  solidifying  at  50°  F. 

♦Analysis  by  P.  W.  P. 
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6469.* 

Brooks  Oil  Company.     Well    No.  2. 

Gravity 10.3°  Beaum6 

This  is  a  very  thick  and  heavy  oil  (see  table  of  viscosities),  of  a  black  color,  with  a 
brownish  tinge,  and  having  a  mild  odor.  The  sample  was  taken  in  January,  1912,  and 
contained  much  free  water,  which  had  not  separated  appreciably  in  August  of  the 
same  year,  at  laboratory  temperature. 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c.  distilled  from  copper,  using  fractionated  gasoline  to  prevent 
frothing.    Last  cuts  in  gas  as  usual,  and  distillation  carried  to  dry  coke. 

First  cut 6.0  per  cent  38.7°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 16.7  per  cent  32.3° 

Third  cut 56.7  per  cent  19.1° 

Fixed  carbon 20.6  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  a  stream  of  inert  gas,  and  calculation 

of  the  coke  to  asphalt,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  shown : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  3.0  per  cent  (about) 

Stove  oil 33°  19.7  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.8°  14.2  per  cent  )  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock   14.3°  11.6per  cent  ^9-1°— 25.8% 

Asphalt  "D"  51.5  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

The  first  cut  from  this  crude  was  fairly  sweet  and  pale,  but  the  stove 
oil  was  considerably  burned,  and  very  strong  with  HoS.  The  reduced 
stock  was  of  fair  viscosity  only,  in  spite  of  the  very  low  gravity,  but  of 
good  color,  and  apparently  of  good  quality. 

•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

SANTA  BARBARA  COAST. 

The  coast  line  of  Santa  Barbara  County,  from  Naples  to  the  eastern 
boundary,  is  followed  by  a  line  of  heavy  oil  seepages  which  have  been 
the  incentive  to  a  large  amount  of  drilling.  This  w^ork  has,  up  to  the 
present,  brought  no  result  beyond  the  development  of  the  little  pool  at 
Summerland,  and  is  now  almost,  or  entirely  suspended. 

These  seepages  occur  both  on  shore,  close  to  the  water's  edge,  and 
(apparently,  at  least)  under  the  shallow  waters  of  Santa  Barbara 
Channel.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  offshore  seepages,  if  such  there 
be,  have  never  been  seen,  but  an  oily  scum  is  often  visible  on  the  water 
between  Santa  Cruz  Island  and  Santa  Barbara,  and  masses  of  tar  are 
sometimes  floated  to  land  when  the  wind  sets  inshore.  Such  are  the 
observed  phenomena,  that  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  seepages  beneath 
the  channel  are  of  the  same  nature  as  those  along  the  coast. 

Some  of  the  latter  are  unusually  extensive  and  productive,  and  it 
seems  remarkable  that  after  so  much  prospecting,  no  results  whatever 
in  the  way  of  commercial  production  should  have  been  had.  And  it  is 
perhaps  still  more  remarkable  that  after  the  drilling  of  so  many  wells, 
some  of  them  quite  deep,  so  little  should  be  known  as  to  the  structure  of 
the  country  penetrated.  This  condition  may  be  in  part  explained  by 
the  fact  that  these  wells  were,  in  general,  drilled  along  the  apparent 
strike  of  the  formation,  and  therefore  would  not  give  the  same  informa- 
tion as  to  structure  afforded  by  a  line  of  wells  across  the  strike.  And 
again,  the  lack  of  any  indication  of  uniform  structural  conditions  may 
be  taken  as  supporting  the  theory  that  there  is  no  uniform  structure 
immediately  on  the  line  of  seepage ;  in  other  words,  that  the  seepages 
occur  in  a  fault  zone. 

But  before  mentioning  the  theories  which  have  been  advanced  to 
account  for  the  lack  of  success  in  prospecting  along  these  seepages,  it 
will  be  well  to  detail  the  work  which  has  been  done,  and  to  point  out 
the  evidences  of  petroleum  found  at  various  points. 

The  southern  coastal  strip  of  Santa  Barbara  County,  along  which 
these  developments  have  taken  place,  is  a  generally  flat  plain,  varying 
in  width  from  a  few  hundred  feet  to  upwards  of  three  miles.  The 
Santa  Ynez  mountains,  lying  to  the  north,  are  a  high  and  steep  ridge, 
directed  from  east  to  west  in  a  straight  line.  At  their  foot  is  generally 
found  a  narrow^  valley,  parallel  to  the  ridge,  in  front  of  which  is  a  line 
of  much  lower  and  less  rugged  foothills.  The  variation  in  width  of  the 
plain  is  due  to  the  irregular  contour  of  the  coast,  the  line  of  foothills, 
though  showing  two  or  three  small  excrescences,  being  in  the  main 
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quite  straight.  West  of  Naples  the  ocean  advances  to  the  hills,  leaving 
but  a  narrow  strip  of  rolling  land,  and  again  at  Rincon  Creek,  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  county,  where  the  plain  is  terminated  so  com- 
pletely that  east  of  this  creek  the  sea  washes  the  base  of  the  main  range 
at  many  points. 

The  surface  of  the  plain  consists  of  alluvium,  the  rolling  hills  which 
make  up  part  of  the  surface  being  composed  of  the  same  material, 
carved  by  erosion,  and  affording  but  scant  clue  to  the  rock  structure 
beneath.  The  mountains  of  the  Santa  Ynez  range  are  composed  mainly 
of  hard  shale  and  sandstone,  considerably  altered,  and  showing  no 
evidences  of  petroleum.  The  foothill  line  is  likewise  bare  of  surface 
indications,  except  at  the  point,  north  of  Serena,  where  the  Occidental 
wells  were  drilled. 

Opposite  the  plain,  and  at  a  distance  of  about  thirty  miles,  lies  a  chain 
of  islands,  parallel  to  the  coast,  Santa  Cruz  and  Santa  Rosa  being  the 
most  important.  The  waters  of  Santa  Barbara  Channel,  between  these 
islands  and  the  mainland,  are  shallow.  The  coast  of  the  mainland 
shows  some  evidence  of  a  slight  and  recent  elevation,  by  which  the 
plain,  formed  in  shallow  water  from  the  debris  brought  down  by  the 
mountain  streams,  has  been  raised  to  its  present  level. 

Indications  of  Petroleum. 

Commencing  at  the  west,  the  seepages  which  have  been  noted  are  as 
follows : 

Edwards  Kanch.  In  the  southeast  corner  of  the  J.  Edwards  ranch, 
west  of  Naples  Station,  is  a  group  of  small  heavy  oil  seepages  imme- 
diately adjoining  the  coast.  These  seepages  issue  from  cracks  in  the 
alluvium  of  which  the  surface,  level  at  this  point,  is  composed,  and 
consist  of  a  soft  tar,  hard  enougli  to  be  roUed  into  a  ball  on  cool  morn- 
ings, but  flowing  freely  in  the  sun.  This  tar  escapes  very  slowly,  and 
?s  the  adobe  soil  from  which  it  issues  is  non-absorbent,  and  cuts  away 
readily  under  the  action  of  water,  the  tar  is  carried  away  and  no  large 
brea  bed  has  been  foi-iued.  Some  oil  is  found  on  the  rocks  along  the 
shore  line,  but  this  appears  to  come  from  the  seepages  on  land.  This 
tar,  which  was  found  in  some  quantity  in  one  of  the  Wiesendanger 
wells,  exactly  corresponds  to  the  residue  left  by  the  Summerland  oils 
after  slow  evaporation,  and  as  it  issues  from  the  ground  is  probably 
much  altered  from  its  original  condition.  Three  wells  have  been  drilled 
on  the  Edwards  ranch,  near  these  seepages  (see  Sapphire  and  Wie.sen- 
danger  wells). 

Rutherford  Kanch.  The  west  line  of  the  property  of  Stephen  Ruth- 
erford cuts  through  these  seepages,  and  the  tar  springs  on  this  ranch 
a  ]>art  of  the  same  grou]>.     Three  Avells  have  been  drilled  on  the  south- 
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west  corner  of  the  Rutherford  tract,  near  the  seepages  (see  Santa  Bar- 
bara &  Naples  Oil  &  Land  Company). 

Den  Ranch.  On  the  old  J.  Den  property,  south  of  Elwood  Station, 
tar  springs  have  been  reported,  but  were  not  examined — these  are  close 
to  the  beach,  south  and  a  little  east  of  Elwood.  Two  wells  were  drilled 
here  (see  Den  ranch  wells). 

Mescalitan  Island.  A  slight  seepage  is  reported  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  slough  south  of  Mescalitan  Island,  which  is  southwest  of  Goleta. 
A  well  was  drilled  here  (see  Mescalitan  Island  Oil  &  Development 
Company) . 

J.  Moore  Ranch.  On  this  property,  south  of  the  town  of  Goleta,  is  a 
large  deposit  of  rich  and  soft  bituminous  rock  (asphaltic  sand)  from 
which  shipments  were  made  for  paving  purposes  for  many  years. 
Analyses  of  this  rock  may  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  State  Mineral- 
ogist for  the  year  1887.  No  seepages  proper  have  been  reported  from 
this  vicinity. 

Santa  Barbara.  Slight  seepages  are  said  to  have  once  been  in  evi- 
dence on  the  ocean  front  just  west  of  the  city  of  Santa  Barbara.  These 
are  not  now  to  be  found.  At  least  three  wells  were  drilled  here  (see 
Ocean  Front  Oil  Company,  Drexel  Oil  Company  and  Mesa  Development 
Company). 

East  of  Santa  Barbara.  Beginning  at  Summerland,  and  thence  east 
to  Rincon  Creek,  are  a  number  of  seepages  immediately  along  the 
water 's  edge.  These  seeps  are  usually  found  in  the  low  banks  of  sandy 
clay  and  conglomerate  just  above  the  beach  proper,  and  are  all  of  the 
same  character,  giving  a  heavy,  tarry  oil,  in  small  quantity.  The  seep- 
ages at  Summerland,  which  were  very  slight,  were  farther  back  from 
the  shore  than  elsewhere,  and  the  sands  at  this  point  were  found  by 
working  out  (south)  from  these  seepages.  Sixteen  wells  were  drilled 
at  various  points  along  this  line  of  tar  springs,  exclusive  of  those  in 
Summerland  proper. 

East  of  Carpinteria,  immediately  on  the  coast,  at  the  junction  of  the 
Crocker  and  Higgins  ranches,  is  a  small  deposit  of  rich  bituminous 
rock,  known  as  the  Las  Conchas  asphalt  mine,  which  was  once  worked 
for  asphalt.  A  short  distance  to  the  east,  on  the  Higgins  ranch,  is  a 
slight  seepage  of  heavy  oil,  of  which  there  are  also  some  small  springs 
near  the  mouth  of  Rincon  Creek. 

East  of  Rincon  Creek,  no  seepages  have  been  reported,  nor  are  there 
any  indications  of  petroleum  along  the  coast  between  this  point  and  the 
city  of  Ventura,  if  we  except  the  asphalt  deposits  on  the  Rincon  ranch 
and  at  Punta  Gorda.  It  is  said,  however,  that  tar  is  found  in  the  tide 
wash,  at  certain  seasons,  most  of  the  way  to  Ventura,  which  would. 


SANTA    BARBARA    COAST.  399 

indicate  that  the  offshore  seepages  persist  farther  to  the  east  than  those 
of  the  coast. 

Santa  Ynez  Mountains.  A  number  of  small  seepages  have  been  noted 
in  the  foothills  of  the  Santa  Ynez  mountains,  between  Santa  Barbara 
and  Rincon  Creek. 

Back  of  Serena  there  were  formerly  some  slight  seeps  in  the  forks  of 
Toro  Caiion,  where  the  Occidental  wells  were  drilled.  These  seepages 
seem  to  have  dried  up,  at  least  they  could  not  be  located,  but  oil  is  still 
flowing  from  the  tunnel  at  this  point  (see  Occidental  Mining  &  Petro- 
leum Company).  This  oil  is  of  a  different  appearance  and  character 
from  that  found  along  the  sea  shore. 

Other  seepages  are  said  to  have  been  found  in  Oil  Canon,  Santa 
Monica  Cafion,  and  (possibly)  Arroyo  Parida.  These  have  not  been 
examined.  All  these  seepages,  differing  in  this  from  the  springs  along 
the  coast,  come  immediately  from  the  rock  in  place,  and  give  an  oil  of 
lighter  weight  and  color  than  the  coast  oil.  The  geology  of  this  strip 
along  the  foothills  is  given  in  some  detail  in  Bulletin  321  of  the  United 
State  Geological  Survey. 

Wells  Between  Naples  and  Santa  Barbara. 

Sapphire  Oil  Company.  The  most  westerly  well  on  the  strip  here 
described  is  that  of  the  Sapphire  Oil  Company,  on  the  John  Edwards 
ranch.  This  well  is  located  just  north  of  the  railroad,  near  the  east  line 
of  the  ranch,  and  some  two  miles  west  of  Naples  station.  This  hole  was 
started  in  1909  and  carried  to  a  depth  of  about  2000  feet,  getting  some 
tar  and  colors  of  heavy  oil.  The  well  is  still  rigged,  but  it  is  not  known 
that  any  work  has  been  done  for  a  year  or  more. 

Wiesendanger,  J.  Drilled  two  wells  just  east  of  the  above  location, 
on  the  east  line  of  the  Edwards  tract,  in  the  year  1901.  These  wells  are 
situated  in  a  flat-bottomed  draw  just  south  of  the  ranch  house.  AVell 
No.  1  was  drilled  with  a  rotary  rig  to  a  depth  of  600  deep.  It  found  a 
stratum  of  heavy  oil  at  the  bottom,  and  was  capped.  This  tarry  oil, 
accompanied  by  considerable  gas,  still  issues  from  the  casing  head  when 
the  bleeder  is  opened.  This  well  comes  nearer  to  being  a  producer  than 
others  in  the  neighborhood,  but  the  oil  is  too  heavy  to  pump,  and  if  any 
production  test  was  ever  made  the  results  are  not  known. 

Well  No.  2,  some  three  Imndred  feet  farther  north,  was  drilled  to  a 
depth  of  450  feet,  and  found  a  little  thick  tar  only.  This  well  was 
abandoned  when  drilled.  It  is  said  that  both  these  wells  found  their 
oil  in  cervices,  and  that  no  producing  sand  whatever  was  encountered. 

Santa  Barbara  &  Naples  Oil  tfc  Land  Company.  This  company 
drilled  three  wells  on  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Rutherford  tract,  just 
north  of  the  railroad.  These  wells  are  on  the  west  line  of  the  ranch,  and 
opposite  the  Wiesendanger  wells.     Well  No.  1  is  directly  opposite  (east 
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of)  Wiesendanger  No,  2,  and  distant  some  six  hundred  feet.  It  was 
drilled  in  the  year  1900,  to  a  depth  of  1100  feet,  and  is  said  to  have  met 
ten  distinct  streaks  of  tar  and  oil,  but  not  in  oil  sand — that  is,  the  oil 
appeared  to  be,  like  that  near  the  surface,  located  in  fissures  or  crevices 
in  shaly  material.  It  is  said  that  the  first  streaks  encountered  were  of 
heavy  tar,  while  the  lowest  was  of  a  liquid  oil  of  some  15°  Beaume. 
When  the  casing  was  pulled  from  this  well,  the  tar  and  oil  rose  to  within 
seventeen  feet  of  the  surface,  where  it  remained  for  a  long  time,  but 
rose  so  slowlj'-  as  to  indicate  that  no  great  pressure  was  behind  the 
supply. 

Well  No.  2  was  south  of  No.  1,  close  to  the  railroad  embankment,  and 
almost  directly  opposite  Wiesendanger  No.  1.  This  well  was  drilled  to  a 
depth  between  600  and  700  feet,  and  was  abandoned  on  account  of  the 
loss  of  a  string  of  tools.  Fresh  water  rose  in  this  hole  almost  to  the  sur- 
face, where  it  now  stands.  IMuch  gas,  which  burns  with  a  yellow  flame, 
still  bubbles  up  inside  the  old  conductor,  but  no  oil  whatever  is  reported 
from  this  hole. 

Well  No.  3  is  in  a  straight  line  with  the  two  former,  but  north  of 
No.  1,  and  near  the  county  road.  This  well  is  between  500  and  600  feet 
deep,  and  is  reported  to  have  found  no  oil,  but  to  have  passed  through 
120  feet  of  tarry  asphalt.  This  latter  statement  may  well  be  doubted, 
but  at  any  rate  the  viscous  and  rubbery  mass  could  not  be  penetrated 
with  the  appliances  available,  and  the  well  was  abandoned. 

Deti  Banch  Wells.  These  two  wells  were  drilled  prior  to  1900,  for 
parties  not  now  known,  and  were  located  on  the  beach  south  of  Elwood 
station.  They  are  reported  by  the  contractors  to  have  been  about  five 
hundred  feet  each  in  depth,  in  blue  shale  all  the  way,  with  no  oil. 

Sea  Board  Consolidated  Oil  Company — Steele  &  Thompson.  About 
one  mile  east  of  the  Den  ranch  wells  is  a  hole  drilled  by  Steele  and 
Thompson  for  some  company,  not  certainly  known,  but  probably  the 
Sea  Board  Consolidated  Oil  Company  of  Los  Angeles.  This  well  was 
800  feet  deep,  and  is  reported  to  have  been  in  blue  shale  all  the  way, 
with  no  indications  of  oil. 

Associated  Oil  Company.  This  well  was  located  on  the  low  bluff 
between  the  railroad  and  the  coast,  a  short  distance  east  of  the  Steele 
and  Thompson  well.  It  Avas  drilled  in  1909,  was  about  3600  feet  deep, 
was  put  down  with  a  standard  rig,  and  is  said  to  have  been  abandoned 
because  of  persistent  caving  at  the  bottom,  impossible  to  handle  at  that 
depth  through  the  small  casing. 

The  log  of  this  well  is  not  available,  but  it  is  said  that  the  hole  was 
almost  entirely  in  blue  shale,  with  streaks  of  tarry  asphalt  at  consider- 
able intervals.  As  it  had  six  strings  of  pipe,  the  last  4  inches,  the 
formation  appears  to  have  been  difficult  to  handle,  and  this  well  prob- 
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ably  reached  as  great  a  depth  as  could  be  attained  in  such  material  with 
a  standard  rig.  It  is  quite  certain  that  this  hole  did  not  find  any  mater- 
ial quantity  of  oil,  nor  any  real  producing  formation. 

Mescalitan  Island  Oil  &  Development  Company.  The  well  of  this 
company  was  drilled  in  the  year  1901,  on  the  edge  of  the  slough  east  of 
the  island,  and  close  to  the  ocean.  It  was  abandoned  at  1400  feet,  for 
financial  reasons.  Mr.  Frank  Churchill,  the  contractor  for  the  well, 
reports  that  it  was  "mostly  in  shale,  with  streaks  of  almost  pure 
asphaltum,  which  got  thinner  {i.  e.,  softer)  as  we  went  down." 

Ocean  Front  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  can  not  now  be 
located  exactly,  but  is  close  to  the  point  indicated  on  map.  It  was 
drilled  in  1900,  and  is  known  to  have  been  shallow,  but  no  reliable 
record  of  depth  nor  of  results  can  be  found. 

Drexel  Oil  Company.  This  location  again  is  only  approximate,  and 
may  be  farther  to  the  west  than  as  shown  on  map.  There  is  an  old  hole 
on  the  east  side  of  Arroyo  Burro,  close  to  the  ocean,  which  may  be 
identical.  This  well  was  drilled  in  the  year  1901,  was  800  feet  deep,  and 
found  neither  oil  nor  gas. 

Mesa  Development  Company.  This  well,  drilled  by  Mr.  Floyd 
llickey,  and  known  locally  by  his  name,  is  on  the  mesa  west  of  the  city 
of  Santa  Barbara,  and  some  distance  north  of  the  ocean.  It  was  drilled 
in  1901,  was  approximately  600  feet  deep,  and  is  said  to  have  been 
entirely  in  brown  shale,  with  some  traces  of  oil. 

This  completes  the  list,  so  far  as  can  be  learned,  of  developments  west 
of  the  city  of  Santa  Barbara.  In  none  of  these  holes  was  any  oil  sand 
encountered,  and  while  several  holes  had  some  oil,  the  conditions  under 
which  it  was  found  do  not  encourage  the  hope  that  the  strip  along  the 
coast  will  ever  become  producing  territory. 

No  prospecting  has  ever  been  done  back  from  the  coast,  though  there 
are  some  reasons  for  believing  tliat  such  work  might  possibly  bring 
better  results.     This  subject  will  be  reverted  to  in  a  later  paragraph. 

Wells  Between  Santa  Barbara  and  Rincon  Creek. 

Between  the  city  of  Santa  Barl)ara  and  the  mouth  of  Rincon  Creek, 
the  following  wells  are  known  to  have  been  drilled : 

Illinois  Oil  &  Asphalt  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  was 
located  on  the  seashore,  near  the  town  of  ^Montecito.  It  was  drilled  in 
1900,  and  was  abandoned  at  a  depth  of  600  feet.  Watts  notes  "yellow 
clay  and  sand  at  200  feet,  blue  clay  and  quicksand,  with  gas,  to  260  feet, 
blue  shale  to  280  feet  (drilling)."  The  balance  of  the  log  is  not  known, 
but  the  hole  does  not  appear  to  have  developed  any  oil.  This  is  the  only 
well  between  Santa  Barbara  and  Summerland. 
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Churchill  &  Weber  (or  Nott  &  Weher).  This  well  was  sunk  from  the 
end  of  a  300-foot  wharf,  extending  into  the  ocean  from  the  beach 
somewhat  west  of  Loon  Point,  south  of  Serena  station.  At  a  depth  of 
550  feet  this  well  found  an  oil  sand  of  promising  appearance,  but  in 
trying  to  enlarge  the  4^-inch  hole  the  tools  were  lost  and  never  recov- 
ered. This  well,  with  more  fortunate  mechanical  conditions,  might 
perhaps  have  made  a  producer. 

Clark,  Stevens  &  Duncan.  These  parties  drilled  a  500-foot  well  on 
the  beach  east  of  Loon  Point.  This  well  is  said  to  have  had  some  show- 
ings of  oil,  in  sand,  at  the  125-foot  and  300-foot  levels. 

Fisher,  J.  K.  Dug  a  square  shaft  to  a  depth  of  120  feet,  on  the  beach 
east  of  Serena.  This  shaft  ended  in  seventeen  feet  of  oil  sand,  too  rich 
to  penetrate  further,  but  not  productive  enough  to  make  a  profitable 
pumping  well. 

Treadwell,  J.  B.  This  well,  which  was  drilled  by  the  oil  land  depart- 
ment of  the  Southern  Pacific  Company,  was  on  the  railroad  right  of 
way  near  Serena  station.  It  was  drilled  in  1899  to  a  depth  of  about 
500  feet,  and  is  said  to  have  had  some  showings  of  oil. 

Columbian  Oil  Asphalt  &  Refining  Company.  Well  No.  1  of  this 
company  was  drilled  very  close  to  the  beach,  on  the  little  flat  just  w^est 
of  Carpinteria  Creek.  This  hole  was  drilled  in  1901,  was  1100  feet 
deep,  and  in  blue  shale  all  the  way,  with  much  water,  but  no  oil 
whatever. 

Well  No.  2  was  located  north  of  the  railroad,  and  south  of  the  P.  C. 
Higgins  ranch  house.  This  hole  was  drilled  in  1902  and  1903,  to  a 
depth  of  3200  feet.  At  1550  feet  a  seepage  was  struck,  of  an  oil 
claimed  to  be  19.5°  Beaume.  This  gravity  is  open  to  question,  but  the 
oil  was  undoubtedly  thinner  and  lighter  than  the  oils  of  Summerland. 
This  sand  was  not  tested  when  first  encountered. 

At  the  bottom  the  well  entered  a  body  of  tar  too  soft  to  drill  and  toa 
stiff  to  bale,  and  months  were  spent  in  the  endeavor  to  penetrate  this 
bed,  or  to  make  the  well  produce  from  it.  Failing  in  both,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  pull  back  to  the  1550-foot  sand,  and  in  this  attempt  the  hole 
was  lost.  So  far  as  can  be  learned,  this  well  did  not  touch  am'  pro- 
ducing sands  except  the  thin  streak  in  which  the  light  oil  was  found, 
but  got  its  oil  in  fissures  in  the  shale.  The  tar  brought  up  from  the 
bottom  of  the  well  contained  a  little  water  and  fine  shale,  but  no  sand, 
and  from  its  behavior  in  the  hole  was  judged  to  lie  in  a  solid  mass. 

Nixon  &  Bosig.  Well  No.  1  was  midway  between  the  railroad  and  the 
county  road,  due  north  of  the  asphalt  refinery.  It  struck  the  bitumin- 
ous rock  deposit  at  sixty-five  feet,  and  was  carried  to  a  total  depth  of 
189  feet  without  further  result.     This  well  Avas  drilled  in  1891. 
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Well  No.  2  was  located  in  the  extreme  southeast  corner  of  the  Crocker 
tract,  on  the  beach,  and  just  southeast  of  the  bituminous  rock  quarry. 
This  well  found  liquid  asphalt  between  265  feet  and  285  feet,  at  which 
depth  it  was  abandoned.     This  tar  is  still  liowing-  slowly. 

Higgins,  P.  C.  Jiist  across  the  property  line,  and  immediately  east  of 
the  foregoing,  P.  C.  Higgins  dug  a  shaft  to  a  depth  of  350  feet.  This 
shaft  found  streaks  of  oil,  with  gas,  all  the  way  down,  but  no  quantity 
to  make  a  producer.  The  oil.  like  that  from  the  Nixon  &  Bosig  well, 
was  very  heavy,  but  the  particular  flow  from  which  the  latter  drew  its 
oil  was  not  encountered. 

Higgins  No.  2  well  is  a  short  distance  north  of  the  ranch  house,  near 
the  county  road.  This  well  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  585  feet,  in  shale 
all  the  way.  A  single  stringer  of  sand,  some  six  inches  thick,  was  met, 
this  sand  carrying  gas  and  traces  of  a  rather  light  oil. 

Northern  Consolidated  Oil  Company.  This  well  was  a  short  distance 
northwest  of  the  foregoing.  It  passed  through  a  stringer  of  bitumin- 
ous rock  near  the  surface,  and  found  nothing  below.  Drilled  in  the 
year  1900,  and  abandoned  at  about  250  feet. 

Rahn  Consolidated  Oil  Company.  This  well,  located  some  300  feet 
west  of  the  Higgins  ranch  house,  was  started  in  1909,  and  suspended  at 
1300  feet  without  finding  any  oil.  It  is  said  to  have  been  continued 
since  that  time  to  a  depth  of  some  2100  feet,  and  has  now  been  aban- 
doned.    It  does  not  seem  to  have  found  any  indications  of  oil. 

Arctic  Oil  Company.  A  short  distance  east  of  Coluniliian  No.  2 
is  the  old  well  of  the  Arctic  Oil  Company  or  Pacific  Steam  Whaling 
Company.  This  well  was  drilled  in  1898,  was  either  1250  or  1350  feet 
deep,  and  was  abandoned  in  a  solid  mass  of  tar  which  could  not  be 
penetrated. 

Heath,  J.  Drilled  a  well  near  the  mouth  of  Rincon  Creek,  in  the  year 
1900.  This  well  was  carried  to  520  feet,  and  is  said  to  have  been  good 
for  about  1^  barrels  of  rather  light  oil  at  150  feet,  but  found  nothing 
below  this  depth. 

Hill,  Dr.  R.  W.  The  location  of  this  hole  is  close  to  that  of  the  Heath 
well,  and  it  was  drilled  in  the  same  year.  It  was  abandoned  at  229  feet, 
with  a  very  little  heavy  tar. 

A  number  of  shallow  wells  drilled  for  water  farther  inland  found 
traces  of  oil  and  gas,  but  the  records  as  to  these  are  too  vague  to  be 
instructive.  It  will  be  noted  that,  except  for  a  couple  of  wells  close  to 
Summerland,  the  conditions  indicated  by  the  results  of  drilling  at  this 
end  are  about  the  same  as  were  observed  near  Naples  and  Elwood.  In 
both  cases  the  oil  was  found  in  crevices  rather  than  in  sand,  was  of  a 
very  heavy  character,  and,  most  important  of  all,  inmiediately  adjacent 
wells  showed  no  similarity  of  structure  whatever.     These  observations 
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strongly  support  the  belief  that  the  formations  into  which  these  wells 
were  drilled  are  not  in  place,  but  are  shattered  and  fissured  fault 
material,  through  which  oil  is  seeping  from  a  source  not  yet  discovered 
nor  even  suggested.  It  is  not  likely  that  any  further  prospecting  will 
ever  be  done  in  the  neighborhood  of  these  seepages. 

PROBABLE    STRUCTURE   OF  THE    COAST   STRIP. 

As  noted  in  a  previous  paragraph,  the  large  number  of  seepages  along 
this  shore  line,  and  the  entire  absence  of  result  from  the  prospecting 
which  has  been  done,  have  led  to  much  discussion  as  to  the  actual 
structure  of  this  strip  lying  immediately  along  the  shore  line.  While 
this  question  has  now  but  a  nominal  interest,  as  bearing  on  this  particu- 
lar locality,  prospecting  having  ceased  without  any  present  likelihood 
of  renewal,  yet  there  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  conditions  noted 
here  obtain  also  at  many  other  points  along  the  Pacific  coast. 

On  examining  the  statements  in  the  preceding  paragraphs,  several 
general  facts  may  be  noted ;  jirst,  the  seepages  extend  in  a  single  nearly 
straight  line  for  a  distance  of  some  thirtj'  miles ;  second,  this  line  coin- 
cides exactly  with  the  present  shore  line,  meaning  by  this  the  actual 
beach  or  a  very  narrow  strip  (a  few  hundred  feet  wide  only)  adjacent 
thereto ;  third,  there  are  some  indications  that  other  seepages  occur  to  the 
south,  beneath  the  waters  of  the  channel,  but  none  whatever  are  found 
on  the  shore  side  of  this  beach  line,  excepting  those  in  the  Santa  Ynez 
range,  which  are  in  older  formation,  and  have  no  present  bearing; 
fourth,  the  seepages  are  not  from  rocks  in  place,  but  occur  apparently 
at  random  in  loose  surface  materials ;  fifth,  the  wells  drilled  along  this 
seepage  line  show  no  correspondence  whatever  in  their  logs,  and  appear 
to  be  drilled  in  broken  material ;  sixth,  the  oil  from  these  seepages  is  of  a 
highly  uniform  quality,  a  heavy,  thick  tar;  seventh,  the  wells  which 
have  produced  oil  have  found,  in  almost  all  cases,  the  same  quality  as 
that  coming  from  the  surface  seeps,  even  when  found  at  great  depth; 
and  last,  none  of  the  wells  outside  of  the  Summerland  group  have  found 
any  oil  whatever  in  sand,  but  always  in  tarry  streaks  or  masses  inter- 
spersed in  shale  beds. 

The  range  and  extent  of  these  seepages  are  sufficient  evidence  that 
a  very  considerable  quantity  of  petroleum  either  now  exists  or  has 

formerly  existed  along  this  line. 
Prospecting  has  always  gone  on 
the  assumption  that  the  present 
source  of  this  material  is  an  oil- 
bearing  sand,  and  that  the  seep- 
ages are  from  outcrops  lightly 
covered  with  alluvium.  The  two 
possibilities  under  this  view  are 
indicated  below. 


Figure  30. 
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Figi:re  31. 


Figure  30  shows  the  assumed  oil  sands  dipping  inshore.  This  possi- 
bility is  barred  by  the  results  from  drilling,  as  it  is  clear  that  if  the 
sands  dipped  in  this  direction,  a  well  located  even  the  shortest  distance 
north  of  the  seepage  would  have  encountered  the  sand  at  some  depth. 

Figure  31  shows  the  assumed 
oil  sands  cropping  along  the  shore 
line,  and  dipping  off.shore,  as  they 
are  known  to  do  at  Summerland. 
This  view  would  account  for  the 
lack  of  results  from  drilling,  as 
wells    located    along    the    shore 
would  be  directed  away  from  the 
sand  assumed  to  crop  along  this 
line,  though  they  would  have  encountered  any  lower-lying  sand.     But 
it  entirely  fails  to  explain  why  the  same  tarry  oil  should  be  found  at  a 
great  distance  below  the  surface,  nor  does  it  recognize  the  evidently 
broken  character  of  the  formations  penetrated  along  the  coast. 

Figure  32  shows  the  oil-bearing 
formation,  assumed  to  have  orig- 
inally been  flat,  now  raised  into 
an  anticline,  and  faulted  along 
the  apex.  This  view  would  ac- 
count for  the  fault  line,  and  the 
presence  of  oil  therein,  but  would 
make  it  almost  certain  that  some 
evidences  of  oil  would  be  found 
on  the  land  side  of  the  fault 
have  been  found. 

Figure  33  illustrates  the  theory 
which,  with  all  the  facts  in  mind, 
probably  comes  closest  to  explain- 
ing the  actual  structure  of  the 
formation  along  this  line.  In  this 
view,  the  oil-bearing  sands  have 
been  faulted  off  along  the  shore 
line,  and  the  land  or  upthrust  side 
has  been  sulTicionlly  denuded  by 
erosioii  to  completely  remove  such  portions  of  the  .sand  as  originally  lay 
to  this  side  the  fault.  It  is  by  no  means  a  violent  a.ssumption  that  the 
fault  and  the  shore  line  exactly  coincide,  for  it  is  quite  evident  that  a 
continuous  uplift  on  the  land  side,  or  what  is  exactly  equivalent,  a 
continuous  depression  on  the  ocean  side,  would  locate  the  shore  line 
immediatelv  in  the  fault. 


Figure  32. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  such  evidences 


Fiiii-RE  n:?. 
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Figure  34. 


This  view  seems  to  account  for  all  the  known  facts,  if  we  assume  that 
the  oceanward  portions  of  the  oil-bearing  formation  have  been  depressed 
below  the  bottom  of  the  deepest  wells.  This  assumption  is  necessary, 
as  considering  the  relative  weights  of  water  and  oil,  the  latter  could 
not  penetrate  downward  for  any  distance  in  fault  material  saturated 
Avith  water,  but  would  always  rise.  This  would  place  the  sands  assumed 
to  underlie  the  channel  at  a  great  depth  below  the  surface,  so  that  even 
if  the  fault  plane  dipped  to  the  south,  and  it  would  be  possible  to  pass 
through  it  into  the  upper  edge  of  the  undisturbed  formation,  the  sands 
which  feed  the  seepages  would  be  far  beyond  the  reach  of  the  drill. 

According  to  this  view,  the  little 
pool  at  Summerland  (see  Figure 
34)  would  be  accounted  for  as  a 
stray  sand,  originating  from  oil 
rising  in  the  fault,  and  forced 
back  into  higher  lying  sands 
abutting  on  the  fault.  There  may 
be  many  such  pools  along  the 
great  length  of  coast  showing  oil 
indications,  but  no  means  suggests  itself  bj'  which  such  pools  cool  be 
located,  other  than  by  blind  prospecting. 

Wells  in  Rincon  Creek. 

Five  wells  have  been  drilled  in  the  caiion  of  Rincon  Creek,  back  from 
the  coast,  all  being  on  the  east  or  Ventura  side  of  the  creek.  These  are 
as  follows : 

Channel  City  Oil  Company — Denton  Oil  Company.  Immediately 
in  the  creek  bed,  and  some  three  miles  from  the  ocean,  is  a  group  of 
three  wells,  of  which  the  first  was  started  by  the  Channel  City  Oil  Com- 
pany of  Santa  Barbara,  and  finished  by  the  Denton  Oil  Company  of 
San  Francisco. 

Well  No.  1  was  abandoned  at  225  feet,  on  account  of  casing  trouble, 
and  made  no  discovery. 

Well  No.  2  is  said  to  have  found  traces  at  800  feet,  but  with  too  much 
water  in  the  hole  to  permit  of  testing.  It  was  cementing  when  last 
visited,  but  evidently  was  not  profitable,  as  it  has  since  been  abandoned. 
A  third  well  is  now  drilling. 

Rincon  Oil  Company.  The  first  two  wells  on  the  Allen  tract,  now 
operated  by  the  Rincon  Oil  Company,  are  said  to  have  been  drilled  by 
previous  lessees,  whose  names  cannot  now  be  learned.  These  wells  were 
drilled  into  steeply  inclined  formation  showing  many  hard  shells,  and 
were  abandoned  as  crooked  holes  at  390  feet  and  330  feet  respectively. 
When  last  Aisited,  the  Rincon  company  was  drilling  its  first  well,  which 
was  then  227  feet  deep. 
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Wells  in  the  Santa  Ynez  Foothills. 

Sycatnorc  Canon  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  was 
located  near  the  mouth  of  Sycamore  Canon,  on  its  east  side,  and  but  a 
short  distance  north  of  Santa  Barbara.  This  well  was  drilled  in  the 
year  1900,  was  approximately  800  feet  deep,  and  appears  to  have  been  a 
dry  hole.     It  was  abandoned  when  finished. 

Occidental  Mining  and  Petroleum  Company.  This  company  had 
formerly  seven  wells  and  one  tunnel  in  the  forks  of  Toro  Canon,  about 
three  miles  north  and  one  half  mile  east  of  the  town  of  Summerland. 
The  records  of  these  wells,  which  were  drilled  about  the  year  1885,  are 
rather  scanty,  and  are  given  for  what  they  are  worth. 

Well  No.  1  is  said  to  have  been  200  feet  deep,  and  to  have  produced 
5000  barrels  in  all  of  a  heavj-  brownish  oil.  Wells  No.  2  to  No.  4  ranged 
from  300  feet  to  500  feet  in  depth,  and  it  is  not  known  whether  they 
found  any  oil,  but  they  were  never  put  to  production. 

Well  No.  5  was  approximately  1000  feet  deep,  and  was  originally 
good  for  about  five  barrels  per  day,  of  the  same  character  of  oil.  It 
rapidly  fell  away,  and  was  pumped  but  a  short  time.  Wells  No.  6  and 
No.  7  were  350  feet  and  500  feet  deep,  and  are  said  to  have  made  a  very 
small  amount  of  oil.  These  wells  were  drilled  into  a  steeply  inclined 
hard  shale  formation,  dipping  into  the  hill,  and  seeping  at  the  outcrop. 
The  order  in  which  the  numbers  were  arranged  is  not  now  known. 

The  tunnel  on  this  property  was  started  farther  down  the  hill,  and 
was  carried  into  the  same  formation.  It  is  said  to  be  511  feet  long 
(Bulletin  321,  U.  S.  G.  S.),  and  is  still  producing  a  considerable  amount 
of  fresh,  sweet  water,  and  a  small  amount  of  the  oil  described  below. 
All  the  wells  on  this  lease  have  been  abandoned  for  some  years,  and 
the  pipe  line  which  formerly  carried  oil  from  these  wells  to  the  railroad 
at  Serena  has  been  converted  into  a  water  line. 

Santa  Barbara  Oil  Company.  The  two  wells  drilled  by  this  company 
about  the  year  1885  are  located  in  Oil  Canon,  due  east  of  the  Occidental 
wells,  and  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  distant.  These  wells  were 
between  500  and  600  feet  deep,  and  produced  a  little  oil  and  much  gas. 

Carpinteria  Oil  Company.  The  two  wells  of  this  company  are  much 
farther  to  tlie  south  than  either  of  the  above  locations,  being  in  the 
lower  portion  of  Arroyo  Parida  Canon.  Well  No.  1  was  located  on  the 
Bloodgood  tract,  was  drilled  in  the  year  1907,  and  was  abandoned  after 
striking  a  very  little  tarry  oil,  and  too  much  water  to  handle.  The 
depth  of  this  hole  is  uncertain,  said  to  be  about  1000  feet.  Well  No.  2 
was  located  on  the  Barber  ranch,  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  1700  feet, 
and  got  much  salt  water  but  no  oil.  This  company  also  prospected  in 
Cat  Canon. 

Santa  Monica  Oil  Company.  The  well  of  this  company  is  about 
thioo  quarters  of  a  mile  northeast  of  the  nearest  Carpinteria  well,  on  the 
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west  side  of  Santa  Monica  Canon.  It  was  drilled  about  the  year  1900, 
was  700  feet  deep,  and  was  abandoned  on  account  of  water.  It  is  said 
that  at  about  400  feet  this  well  found  considerable  oil  of  some  18° 
Beaume,  but  that  salt  water  below  completely  drowned  out  the  oil.  It 
was  never  produced,  so  far  as  can  be  learned,  but  was  abandoned  when 
completed. 

While  no  valuable  production  has  ever  been  had  from  these  older 
formations  in  the  Santa  Ynez  foothills,  it  would  seem  that  certain  por- 
tions of  this  territory  might  repay  fuller  investigation,  whenever  market 
conditions  will  again  justify  prospecting.  All  the  drilling  so  far  done 
has  been  on  the  outcrops  of  the  producing  strata,  and  while  these  sands 
seem  to  be  of  no  great  thickness,  and  pitch  into  the  hill  rather  steeply, 
it  is  quite  possible  that  operations  down  the  dip,  with  modern  tools  and 
casing,  would  develop  profitable  small  wells.  While  there  are  no  indi- 
cations, either  in  the  rock  exposures  or  in  the  drilling  records,  of  any 
likelihood  of  large  production,  the  country  is  favorable  to  operations 
and  close  to  market,  and  small  wells  of  a  moderate  depth  would  be 
profitable,  even  at  present  prices  for  crude. 

Wells  at  Summerland. 

Summerland,  a  village  of  some  250  or  300  people,  lies  on  a  mesa, 
backed  by  the  steep  hills  of  the  Santa  Ynez  range.  This  mesa  slopes 
gently  to  the  coast,  where  there  is  a  bluff  of  some  fifty  feet  in  height, 
with  a  narrow  sandy  beach  at  its  foot.  The  town  lies  north  of  the 
railroad  line,  which  follows  the  edge  of  the  mesa  at  a  distance  of  from 
twenty-five  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet. 

The  first  well  in  the  vicinity  of  Summerland  was  drilled  in  the  year 
1886,  by  Mr.  H.  L.  Williams.  This  was  located  on  Ortega  Hill,  a 
rounded  knoll  north  of  the  railroad,  at  the  western  end  of  the  town. 
This  well  was  on  the  hillside,  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  above  sea- 
level,  and  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  455  feet,  a  rich  running  oil  sand  being 
found  between  385  feet  and  409  feet.  Below  this  came  blue  clay  and 
shale,  and  then  a  second  sand,  containing  lighter  oil  and  in  larger 
quantity — this  sand  was  entered  only,  and  not  penetrated.  The  first 
well  was  lost  by  the  parting  of  the  casing,  a  second  was  then  drilled,  but 
though  this  also  found  the  oil  sand,  it  proved  to  be  only  a  small  producer, 
and  was  abandoned  after  a  short  time. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  these  first  wells  were  not  a  commercial  suc- 
cess, the  presence  of  oil  had  been  demonstrated,  and  developments  soon 
after  undertaken  to  the  east  of  the  discovery  wells  were  more  successful. 
The  earlier  wells  were  mostly  drilled  north  of  the  railroad,  and  these 
Avells  were  very  shallow,  from  80  to  150  feet  in  depth.  They  were 
drilled  with  portable  rigs  and  only  the  lightest  of  casing,  and  while 
developments  were  slow  at  first,  in  a  later  period  holes  were  punched 
down  very  rapidly,  sometimes  at  the  rate  of  two  or  three  a  week. 


Wells   on    Summerland    Beach,    Santa    Barbara   County. 


Summerland  Wells,  from  K.  T.  &  O.  Wharf. 
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It  was  soon  discovered  that  the  dip  of  the  sands  was  to  the  south,  that 
is,  toward  the  ocean,  and  drilling  was  rapidly  carried  in  this  direction, 
first  across  the  railroad,  then  to  the  beach  under  the  bluff,  and  finally 
into  the  ocean  itself.  The  beach,  of  course,  was  government  property, 
and  was  grabbed  by  the  first  comers,  so  that  here  there  were  a  large 
number  of  very  small  holdings,  as  was  the  case  on  the  land  side,  where 
wells  were  drilled  on  town  lots.  At  one  time  there  were  upwards  of  one 
hundred  operators  in  this  small  field,  though  this  number  is  now 
diminished  to  about  a  dozen,  by  abandonment  and  by  consolidation  of 
properties. 

The  wells  to  the  north  of  the  railroad  were  soon  exhausted,  and  those 
farthest  north  had  been  pumped  out  and  abandoned  some  time  before 
the  last  of  the  ocean  wells  was  drilled.  To  both  east  and  west  the  sands 
continued,  but  the  productiveness  gradually  diminished,  very  gradually 
at  the  east,  rather  abruptly  on  the  west.  For  this  reason  the  wells 
farthest  east  lasted  but  a  short  time,  while  those  farthest  to  the  west  are 
still  producing  in  small  amounts. 

The  ocean  wells  were  unique  in  California,  and  perhaps  in  the  United 
States,  in  being  drilled  far  beyond  low  tide  line,  in  the  open  ocean.  The 
wharves  started  from  the  bluff,  about  ten  feet  above  beach  level,  and 
were  of  the  lightest  piling  construction,  with  only  a  suggestion  of 
planking.  In  starting  the  well,  a  section  of  large  casing  (conductor 
pipe)  was  driven  into  the  sand  to  shut  out  ocean  water,  and  inside  this 
the  well  was  drilled,  the  rig  being  set  on  temporary  planking  on  the 
wharf.  A  single  rig  sufficed  for  drilling  an  entire  string,  and  was  then 
iisuall)'  left  for  cleaning  purposes,  the  finished  wells  being  put  on  the 
jack. 

The  longest  wharf,  1230  feet,  was  that  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company,  and  the  wells  farthest  out  on  this  wharf  were  at  least 
as  productive  as  those  closer  to  shore,  so  that  development  in  this 
direction  was  not  limited  by  a  failure  in  the  productiveness  of  the  sands. 
Rut  the  wharves  suffered  severely  during  the  winter,  and  were  found 
difficult  to  maintain  through  the  stormy  period,  the  wrecking  of  wharves 
broke  off  casings  below  water  level  and  admitted  great  quantities  of 
ocean  water  to  the  sands,  and  the  production  per  well  was  so  small  that 
the  cost  of  operation  prohibited  further  extension  in  this  direction, 
indeed  it  is  very  doubtful  wliethor,  in  most  cases,  the  original  cost  of 
these  wharves  and  lines  of  wells  was  ever  repaid.  The  drilling  of 
wharf  wells  therefore  ceased  about  the  year  1899,  and  several  of  the 
wharves  have  entirely  disappeared,  though  on  such  as  remain  most  of 
the  wells  are  still  being  operated. 

The  depth  of  the  Snmmerland  wells  varies  considerably,  though  all 
are  very  shallow  as  compared  with  the  depths  reached  in  other  fields. 
North  of  the  railroad,  some  of  the  wells  were  as  little  as  sixty  feet,  and 
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none  were  over  160  feet.  Between  the  railroad  and  the  beach  depths 
ranged  from  150  to  250  feet,  while  on  the  beach  and  the  wharves  most 
of  the  wells  were  about  250  feet  on  the  land  side,  deepening  to  about  450 
feet  in  the  wells  farthest  out.  A  single  well  on  the  Southern  Pacific 
wharf  was  drilled  something  over  600  feet,  finding  gas  below  the  oil 
«ands. 

These  wells  were  drilled  entirely  in  soft  material — blue  shale,  clays 
and  sands.  In  the  northern  part  of  the  field  but  a  single  producing 
sand  was  found,  though  in  some  of  the  wells  there  were  several  thin 
sands  showing  traces  of  oil.  Along  the  beach,  and  in  the  wharf  wells, 
two  or  sometimes  three  sands  were  found.  In  such  cases  the  heavier 
oils  were  found  in  the  upper  sands,  the  middle  grade  being  usually 
about  1°  Beaume  lighter,  with  a  corresponding  difference  between  the 
middle  and  the  lower  sand.  As  a  whole,  however,  the  grade  of  oil  pro- 
duced was  rather  uniform,  ranging  only  from  12.5°  to  16.5°  Beaume, 
and  all  of  the  same  general  character,  a  black  oil  similar  in  every 
respect  to  that  of  the  Kern  River  field. 

The  oil  was  found  in  thin  strips  of  loose  sand,  which  in  some  parts  of 
the  field  had  a  strong  tendency  to  run,  so  that  the  wells  produced  con- 
siderable sand  during  the  earlier  years.  As  is  natural,  this  tendency 
was  reduced  after  long  pumping,  and  now  but  little  sand  is  pumped 
with  the  oil.  While  water  was  struck  in  some  wells,  the  field  was,  in  the 
main,  fairly  dry  for  some  years.  There  appears  to  have  been  some 
encroachment  of  water  from  the  land  side,  but  still  more  on  the  side  of 
the  ocean,  for  as  wharves  were  wrecked,  many  casings  were  broken  off 
below  tide  level,  admiting  great  quantities  of  salt  water  to  the  sands.  So 
far  as  possible  these  wells  have  been  plugged,  but  now  even  the  best  wells 
as  a  rule  pump  more  water  than  oil.  This  water  separates  readily. 
The  oil  as  pumped  goes  to  a  stripping  box,  which  removes  most  of  the 
sand,  as  well  as  the  slugs  of  water.  The  partly  unwatered  oil  then  goes 
to  a  tank  where  it  is  heated  by  means  of  steam  coils,  and  settles  clear  in 
a  very  short  time. 

The  small  output  of  this  field  has  always  found  a  local  market,  and 
as  a  rule  at  a  price  materially  in  advance  of  that  realized  over  the 
state  at  large  for  the  same  grade  of  oil.  A  refinery  which  took  the  bulk 
of  the  production  was  operated  here  for  several  years,  but  was  removed 
some  two  years  ago.  Since  this  time  another  refinery  has  been  con- 
structed, which  now  takes  perhaps  half  the  output  of  the  field.  The 
balance  finds  a  market  in  Santa  Barbara  as  fuel,  and  through  the 
adjacent  district  for  road  oiling. 

On  the  land  side  of  the  field,  the  possibility  of  finding  a  lower  sand 
at  any  moderate  depth  has  been  clearly  disproven.  In  the  canon  east  of 
Ortega  Hill,  the  Crescent  Oil  Company  drilled  in  1902,  to  a  depth  of 
1100  feet  without  finding  any  indication  of  oil.     This  well  went  nearly 
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or  quite  1000  feet  below  the  level  of  the  producing  sands,  which  carae 
close  to  the  surface  at  this  point.  On  the  ridge,  one  quarter  mile  north 
of  the  railroad  depot,  Darling  &  Turner  drilled  a  520-foot  well,  which 
showed  only  traces  of  oil.  On  "Town  Hill,"  about  2000  feet  northea.st 
of  the  railroad  depot,  Williams  &  Easton  drilled  a  well  some  1000  feet 
deep,  which  passed  through  gray  and  reddish  shales,  with  traces  of  oil  in 
the  shale  near  the  bottom.  This  well  reached  a  level  equivalent  to  about 
1200  feet  below  the  oil  sands  found  lower  down  the  hill.  Some  of  these 
upper  wells  .showed  gas,  and  for  a  time  the  town  was  in  part  thus  sup- 
plied, but  the  supply  failed  rapidly.  Very  little  gas  accompanied  the 
oil  farther  down. 

To  the  east  the  nearest  prospect  hole  was  the  well  noted  above,  drilled 
by  Churchill  &  Weber.  While  this  well  showed  some  indications  of  the 
producing  sands  persevering  in  this  direction  (along  the  strike  of  the 
formation)  the  prospects  for  profital)le  wells  have  never  seemed  to 
warrant  the  expense  of  development.  To  the  south,  as  mentioned  above, 
the  field  is  limited  not  by  a  failure  in  productiveness  of  the  sands, 
but  by  the  excessive  expense  of  maintenance  of  wharf  wells.  It  would 
therefore  seem  that  there  are  at  present  no  prospects  whatever  for  an 
extension  of  the  Summerland  pool,  unless  possibly  by  the  finding  of  a 
deeper  sand  along  the  beach.  The  drilling  of  a. deep  test  hole  here  has 
often  been  discussed,  but  it  has  to  this  time  been  found  impracticable  to 
tie  up  enough  surface  to  justify  the  cost  of  the  test. 

Statistics.  The  number  of  wells  in  this  little  pool  is  so  large,  and  their 
individual  productiveness  so  small,  that  a  detailed  account  of  operations 
would  be  tedious.  It  will  suffice  to  give  a  brief  resume  of  the  extent  of 
development  at  various  stages,  and  of  the  present  condition  of  the  field. 

The  first  recorded  production  for  the  field  was  in  the  year  1894,  when 
1800  barrels  were  produced.  The  number  of  wells  in  operation  during 
that  year  is  not  known. 

In  the  year  1895  there  were  28  producing  wells,  all  but  four  of  which 
were  north  of  the  railroad.  The  production  for  that  year  was  16,904 
barrels,  or  an  average  of  1.65  barrels  per  well  per  day.  This  average  is 
quite  diiferent  from  the  production  estimates  given  in  the  reports  of  that 
date,  which  run  from  6  to  10  barrels  per  day,  and  it  is  likely  that  all  the 
wells  were  not  operated  for  the  full  year,  though  even  with  this  allow- 
ance, the  production  of  these  wells  north  of  the  railroad  could  never 
have  been  more  than  three  barrels,  daily  average. 

In  1896  there  were  53  producing  wells,  of  which  27  were  north  of  the 
lailroad,  and  26  between  the  railroad  and  the  beach.  The  production 
for  that  year  was  39,792  barrels,  or  an  average  of  2.06  barrels  per  well 
per  day. 

In  1897  the  production  of  the  field  went  up  to  130,136  barrels,  in  1898 
to  132,217  barrels,  and  in  1899  to  208,370  barrels.     During  these  years 
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the  development  of  the  field  reached  its  limit,  but  the  number  of  wells 
in  operation  is  nowhere  recorded. 

In  June,  1900,  Mr.  W.  L.  Watts  reports  305  producing  wells,  59 
abandoned  holes,  and  15  wells  drilling.  The  production  for  this  year 
dropped  off  slightly,  to  183,486  barrels.  Based  on  the  number  of  wells 
in  operation  at  the  above  date  (June,  1900),  the  average  production 
per  well  per  day  in  1899  would  be  1.87  barrels,  and  in  1900,'  1.65  barrels. 
In  1901  the  production  again  rose  to  203,616  barrels,  but  in  view  of 
the  heavy  decline  the  next  year,  the  figure  is  open  to  suspicion.  In 
1902,  the  year  of  the  greatest  stagnation  in  the  oil  market,  the  output 
was  only  94,550  barrels. 

When  visited  by  the  writer  in  December,  1903,  a  total  of  412  wells 
was  found,  of  which  198  were  producing  and  100  abandoned,  while 
114  were  rigged  for  pumping  but  not  then  in  operation.  All  the  wells 
north  of  the  railroad  were  either  idle  or  abandoned  at  that  time,  but 
on  the  beach  and  wharves  most  of  the  wells  were  in  operation,  except  at 
the  extreme  east,  and  where  wharves  had  been  allowed  to  go  to  wreck. 
The  production  for  the  field  for  this  year  is  given  at  131,000  barrels, 
or  an  average  of  1.82  barrels  per  well  per  day. 

When  visited  during  the  early  part  of  1910,  all  the  wells  north  of 
the  railroad  had  been  abandoned.  A  count  of  the  field  showed  a  total 
of  440  wells,  of  which  175  were  producing  and  265  had  been  abandoned. 
Of  the  producers  remaining,  121  were  wharf  wells,  and  54  land  wells. 
No  drilling  had  been  done  in  a  long  time,  except  in  the  way  of  repairs. 
Fourteen  north  and  south  wharves  and  three  connecting  wharves  were 
found,  all  in  a  more  or  less  damaged  condition.  The  production  for 
this  year  was  75,050  barrels,  or  an  average  of  1.18  barrels  per  well 
per  day. 

In  January,  1912,  the  same  number  of  wells  was  found,  but  the 
number  of  producers  had  shrunk  to  133,  while  a  total  of  307  had  been 
abandoned.  At  this  time  the  monthly  production  was  very  close  to 
6,000  barrels,  or  an  average  of  1.50  barrels  per  well  per  day,  the 
increase  in  average  production  being  due  to  systematic  cleaning  and 
repairing  operations  carried  out  during  the  last  two  years,  and  still 
under  way. 

The  refinery  of  the  California  Liquid  Asphalt  Company  was  operated 
at  the  western  end  of  the  field,  close  to  the  Potomoc  lease,  from  1901 
to  1910,  at  which  latter  time  it  was  removed  to  Hadley,  San  Luis  Obispo 
County.  In  the  succeeding  year  a  refinery  was  constructed  by  the 
B.  S.  Bennett  Refining  Company,  which  is  still  in  operation,  making 
asphalt  and  heavy  distillate.  This  plant  takes  perhaps  half  the  output 
of  the  field,  the  balance  finding  a  market  in  Santa  Barbara  as  fuel, 
and  through  the  adjacent  district  for  road  oiling. 


I 
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QUALITY  OF  SUMMERLAND  OILS. 

The  following  analyses  will  show  plainly  the  character  of  the  crude 
produced  from  these  sands.  It  will  be  seen  that  these  oils  are  normal 
asphaltic  oils,  rather  low  in  sulfur,  as  a  rule,  and  high  in  asphalt,  but 
otherwise  quite  similar  to  Valley  oils  of  equal  gravity,  and  to  Los 
Angeles  City  oil.  Only  a  few  analyses  are  given,  as  the  range  of  either 
gravity  or  quality  is  very  slight  indeed : 

6456* 

Sunset    Oil    Company.     Average    Sample. 

Gravity 12.7°  Beaumu 

This  is  a  thick  oil  of  a  black  color  with  a  slight  brownish  shade  and  with  a  mild 
odor. 

•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 

Distillation. 

A  sample  of  300  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,   first  cut  dry,  second  cut   in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  a  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cut : 23.6  per  cent  33.2°  Beaume 

Second  cut 65.0  per  cent  17.3° 

Fixed  carbon 11.4  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  gas,  and  calculation  of  the  coke  to 

asphalt,  the  following  commercial  analysis  is  shown : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  23.6  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.0°  21.1  percent  )  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 13.2°  26.8  per  cent  \  17.3° — 47.9% 

Asphalt   "D"  28.5  per  cent,  or  100.0  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  stove  oil  from  this  run  was  pale  and  of  low  bloom,  but  was  very 
rank  with  sulfur,  and  after  treatment  had  still  a  strong  and  pungent 
odor.  It  was  evidently  badly  decomposed,  probably  in  part  at  least  by 
the  excess  of  sulfur,  which  crystallized  out  in  the  condenser  during 
distillation. 

The  lubricating  distillate  was  of  a  rich  color  and  high  viscosity,  and 
the  reduced  stock  also  had  a  high  viscosity,  but  was  rather  dark. 
No  paraffin  shows  in  the  distillate  from  either  this  sample  or  No.  6455. 

7406* 

Sea    Cliff    Oil    Company.     Average    Sample. 

Gravity 14.9°  Beaumg 

Viscosity  at  185°  F 3.91  Redwood 

Sulfur 0.44  per  cent  by  weight 

Thermal  value 18,626  British  thermal  units 

•Analysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
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Distillation. 

A  sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  glass  flask  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  392°  F 1.0  per  cent 

392  to  482° 10.0  per  cent  34.4°  Beaume 

482  to  572° 17.4  per  cent  28.4° 

572°  to  grade 45.5  per  cent  19.8° 

Asphalt    23.5  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Water  and  loss 2.6  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 

These  figures  are  roughly  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial 
analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaumfi  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  1.0  per  cent  (probably) 

Stove  oil 33°  13.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate  and  lubricants 21.9°  59.9  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt   "D"  23.5  per  cent 

Water  and  loss 2.6  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 


6455* 

Duquesne    Oil    Company.     Average   Sample. 

Gravity 15.1°  Beaum§ 

This  is  a  moderately  thick  oil,  of  a  brownish-black  color,  and  mild  odor. 
Distillation. 

A  sample  of  300  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  first  cut  dry,  second  cut  in  a 
current  of  gas.     Distillation  carried  to  a  residue  of  dry  coke. 

First  cut 17.6  per  cent  33.0°  Beaume 

Second  cut 73.2  per  cent  17.7° 

Fixed  carbon 9.2  grams  per  1(X)  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 

On  reduction  of  the  last  cut  in  gas,  and  calculation  of  the  coke  to 

asphalt,  we  have  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  17.6  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 29.0°  18.4  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate    • 

Reduced  stock 13.8°  41.0  per  cent  »,  17.7°— 59.4% 

Asphalt  "D"  23.0  per  cent,  or  80.7  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  stove  oil  from  this  crude  was  pale,  with  slight  bloom,  and  very 
sweet.  The  heavy  distillate  was  also  of  good  color,  with  a  rich  green 
outer  tone,  and  very  little  burned.  The  reduced  stock  was  pale  and  had 
a  slight  bluish  cast,  and  onlj-  a  fair  viscosity  in  spite  of  the  low  gravity. 

•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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2498* 

Summerland    Crude.     A    mixture. 
Gravity 15.1'   Beauiiie 

Distillation. 

A  sample  of  100  c.c,  distilled  from  a  glass  flask  without  steam  or  gas.     Second 
cut  reduced  to  an  18.0°  stock  in  vacuum.     The  original  runs  are : 
Crude  oil. 

Below  302°  F None 

302  to  572° 10.0  per  cent  35.4°  Beaume 

572°  to  asphalt— a 25.0  per  cent  24.3° 

572°  to  asphalt— b 29.8  per  cent  22.2° 

Asphalt    35.2  grams  per  100  c.c. 

100.0  per  cent 
Cuts  2  and  3  from  above. 

Fuel  distillate 16.4  per  cent  33.4°  Beaum4 

Reduced  stock 38.4  per  cent  18.0" 


54.8  per  cent 

On  bringing  these  figures  together,  they  give  the  following  commercial 

analysis : 

Gasoline 61°  Beaum6  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  None 

Stove  oil 33°  15.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 33.4°  11.4  per  cent 

Reduced   stock   18.0"  38.4  per  cent 

Asphalt   "D"  35.2  per  cent,  or  123.6  lbs.  per  bbK 


100.0  per  cent 
7407.t 
Potomoc  Oil   Company.     Well    No.    Daniels  4. 

Gravity  15.8°  Beaum6 

Viscosity  at  180°  F 3.20  Redwood 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c,  distilled  from  a  glass  flask  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below  .392°  F 3.0percent  43.2"  Beaumfi 

392  to  482° 9.9  per  cent  34.0° 

482  to  572° 15.4  per  cent  27.1° 

572°  to  grade 48.0  per  cent  23.1° 

Asphalt    22.8  per  cent  Grade  "D"  (about) 

Loss    0.9  per  cent 

100.0  per  cent 
These  figures  are  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis: 

Gasoline , 61°  Beaum4  None 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene 42°  4.0  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  9.0  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate  and  lubricants-.  24.1°  03.0  per  cent  (not  separated) 

Asphalt   "D"  23.0  per  cent 

Loss , 1.0  per  cent 


100.0  per  cent 


•Analysis  by  Wayne  Oolver. 
tAnalysls  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 


ADDITION  TO  CHAPTER  IV. 

Quality  of  the  Empire  oils. 

But  three  analyses  are  available  of  oils  from  the  Empire  group  of 
wells,  and  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  these  adequately  represent 
the  range  of  qualities.  Some  of  the  wells  of  this  group  are  reported 
to  produce  a  much  lighter  oil,  but  no  samples  have  ever  been  obtainable. 

These  oils,  thougli  differing  considerabh'  in  gravity,  are  of  strikingly 
similar  appearance  and  behavior.  They  are  much  less  black  than 
the  oils  of  either  Bardsdale  or  Silverthread,  having  a  strong  green 
tinge  which  is  practically  the  same  in  the  24  gravity  oil  as  in  that  of 
35°  Beaume.  They  are  unusually  limpid  and  somewhat  more  trans- 
parent than  most  of  the  black  oils,  and  have  a  mild  odor  resembling 
that  of  finished  kerosene. 

These  oils  run  high  in  asphalt  for  the  gravity,  and  low  in  middle 
oils.  The  lubricating  stock  cracks  considerably,  and  runs  low  in  vis- 
cosity and  of  a  bluish  shade.  The  principal  value  of  these  oils  is  at 
at  the  light  end,  but  on  the  whole  they  are  desirable  refining  oils  for 
the  gravity. 

4434* 

Empire  Oil   Company.     Wells  Nos.   1   and  2. 

Gravity ^ 24.G°   P.eauui.'. 

This   is  a   very   limpid   oil,  of  olive-black  color  and   mild   rather   flat  odor. 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c,  distilled  from  copper,  tiret  tliree  cuts  dry,   hist  cut   in    i 

current  of  inert  gas.     Distillation  to  dry  coke.  , 

First    cut    14.8  per  cent  51.1^   Reaiini<'' 

Second    cut    10.3  per  cent  4l.'.0^ 

Tiiird   cut   HJ.l  per  cent  :}3.5<' 

Fourth    cut    ol.n  per  cent  23.0° 

Fi.xed  carbon    7.3  ;rrams  per  100  c.c.  oil. 

100.0 
The    carbon    is    caicuhited    to    the   correspondinj;    \viirht    of    "I)"    as|)halt    l»y    tho 
usual  factor,  and  the  hist  cut  reduced  in  a  stream  of  sas.     This  jrives  the  followini; 
commercial  analysis  : 

Gasoline    01°   lU-aume  .N'oue 

Engine  distillate 52°  13i)ercent 

Kerosene     42"  14  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  14  percent 

Fuel  distillate 29.2°  13.S  per  cent/  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 17.3°  2C..0  ihm- cent  i  23.0° — 10.7% 

Asphalt "D"  18.3  per  cent  or  64  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 
The  light  products  from  this  oil  treat  only  fairly  well,  giving  oils  of 
very  mild  odor,  but  not  coming  to  color  properly  with  the  test  acid. 

•Analysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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The  lubricating  stock  breaks  down  badly  in  the  crude  distillation,  and 
gives  a  very  bluish  distillate,  which  reduces  to  a  stock  of  the  same 
color.  The  test  acid  did  not  take  hold  of  this  stock,  and  it  gave  an 
engine  oil  of  18.8°  gravity,  low  viscosity,  and  very  dark  color. 

The  yield  of  engine  distillate  from  this  oil  is  rather  surprising,  and 
it  is  probable  that  a  test  of  a  larger  quantity  would  show  some  gaso- 
line, though  there  can  not  be  very  much.  This  analysis  is  only  fair 
for  an  oil  of  this  gravity. 

7418* 
Empire   Oil   Company.     Timber   Canon    No.   3. 

Gravity 35.1°  Beaume 

Viscosity  at  60°  Fahr : 1.66  Redwood  (water,  1) 

A'iscosity  at  180°  Fahr 1.13  Redwood   (water,  1) 

Flash  Point Below  60°   Fahr.,  Abel-Pensky  test 

Distillation. 

Sample  of  200  c.c.  distilled  from  glass,  without  steam  or  gas. 

Below   212°    Fahr 15.3  per  cent  70.0°  Beaume 

212  to  302° 15.0  per  cent         51.3° 

302  to  392° 9.5  per  cent         43.2° 

302  to  482° 9.5  per  cent         38.2° 

482  to  572° 9.9  per  cent         32.5° 

572°    to   grade 28.0  per  cent         27.6° 

Asphalt 10.6  per  cent         Grade  "D"    (about) 

Loss 1.8  per  cent 

100.0 

This  is  roughly  equivalent  to  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline . 61°  Beaume  31  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  None 

Kerosene    42°  14  per  cent 

Stove  oil 35°  14  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate  and  lubricants 27.6°  28  per  cent  not  separated. 

Asphalt 11  per  cent 

Loss 2  per  cent 

100  per  cent 
44.31t 
Empire    Oil    Company.      Lease    Average. 

Gravity . 29.4°  Beaume 

This  is  a  very  limpid  oil,  of  an  olive-black  color,  and  mild  odor. 
Distillation. 

Sample  of  150  c.c.  distilled  from  copper,  first  four  cuts  dry,  last  cut  in  a  cur- 
rent of  gas.     Distillation  to  dryness. 

First  cut 9.0  per  cent  63.0°  Beaum6 

Second  cut 11.0  per  cent  52.0° 

Third  cut 18.0  per  cent  41.4° 

Fourth  cut 8.3  per  cent  32.5° 

Fifth    cut   49.1  per  cent  23.0° 

Fixed  carbon 4.6  grams  per  100  c.c.  oil. 


100.0 


♦Analysis  by  H.  N.  Cooper. 
yAnalysis  by  J.  P.  P. 
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The  carbon  is  calculated  to  asphalt  by  the  usual  factor,  and  the  last  cut  reduccl 

in  a  stream  of  inert  gas,  giving  the  following  commercial  analysis : 

Gasoline     Gl°   Heaunie  12.0  per  cent 

Engine  distillate 52°  6.0  per  cent 

Kerosene 42°  20  per  cent 

Stove  oil 33°  8  per  cent 

Fuel  distillate 30.2°  22.5  per  cent  /  Slop  distillate 

Reduced  stock 14.8°  20.0  per  cent )  23.0°-^2.5% 

Asphalt "D"  11.5  per  cent  or  40  lbs.  per  bbl. 

100.0  per  cent 

The  light  products  from  this  oil  refine  better  than  those  from  the 
heavier  crude,  giving  good  colors  and  odors  with  the  test  acid. 

The  heavy  stock  breaks  badly,  and  gives  distillate  with  low  viscosity, 
but  the  reduced  stock  takes  the  acid  fairly  well,  giving  a  red  oil  of 
18.8°  Beaume,  with  fair  red  color,  good  outertone,  and  medium  vis- 
cosity. This  stock,  however,  can  not  be  considered  of  much  value,  but 
the  light  end  of  the  crude  shows  up  well  and  makes  the  oil  as  a  whole 
a  good  oil  for  its  gravitv. 


COMPARATIVE  TABULATION  8H 


Wells 
producing. 


Ventura  County — 

Ex-Mission    

Ojai  

Silverthread   

Santa  Paula  Canyon- 
San  Oayetano  

Sespe-Tar  Creek 

Hopper   

Bardsdale   

Modelo  and  Piru 

Torrey  

Eureka    

Tape    

Simi    


Calleguas 
Scattering 

Totals. 


Los  Angeles  County — 

Whittier    

Coyote 

Fullerton    

Anaheim  

Puente  

Los  Angeles   City 

Salt  Lake  and  Beverly. 

Newhall  

Scattering 


Totals. 


Coast   (Santa  Barbara)  — 
Santa  Maria  and  Casmalia 

Cat  Canyon  

Lompoc 

Summerland^    

Scattering 


Totals. 


23 
16 
46 
14 
10 
40 
18 
43 
18 
48 
11 
5 
3 

27 
0 


322 


134 

6 

244 

3 

53 

414 

258 

78 

0 


1,190 


201 
12 
37 

175 
1 

426 


Wells 
aban- 
doned. 


65 
19 
15 
20 
25 
100 
27 
19 
22 
11 
13 
19 
10 

13 
23 


401 


94 

4 

57 

0 

39 

900' 

52 

139 


1,369 


59 
25 
15 
265 
21 

385 


Wells 
drilling. 


37 


111 


32 


Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 


1.  1912 
1,  1912 
1,  1912 
1,  1912 
1,  1912 
1,  1912 
1,  1912 
1,  1912 
1,  1912 
1,  1912 
1,  1912 
1,  1912 
1,  1912 

1,  1912 
1,  1912 


15ASED    ON   PRODUCTIVE    WELLS    ONLY. 


Estimated 
acreage 
produc- 
tive. 1 


Mar.  1,  1912 


Mar. 
Mar. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 


1,  1912 
1,  1912 
1,  1912 
I,  1912' 
1,  1912 
1,  1912 
1,  1912 
1,  1912 
1,  1912 


Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 


1.  1912 
1,  1912 
1,  1912 
1,  1911 
1,  1912 


150 
140 
440 

60 

80 

1,060 

440 

240 

80 
500 
100 

80 
160 


3,61 0^ 


570 

320 

1,860 


240 

150 

1,320 

540' 


5,000 


2,900 

500 

960 

50 


4,410 


Acres  per 

producing 

well. 


11.2 


4.3 
53.3 
7.6 


4.5 
0.4 
5.1 
6.9 


4.2 


14.4 

41.7 

26.0 

0.3 


10.4 


Production, 

year  1911, 

barrels,  gross. 


Product 
per  acre, 
barrels. 


499,082 


874,519 

321,004 
6,058,034 

300,000 
35,640 

471,096 
3,404,305 

150,688 


11,251,286 


5,670,074' 

1,000,000' 

795,000 

71,255 


7,536,329 


139 


1,535 
1,003 
3,257 


148 
3,141 
2,303 

279 


Product 
per  well 
for  year. 


2,250 


1,955 

2,000 

828 

1,425 


1,709 


1,550 


6,526 
53,500 
24,745 


673 

1,138 

11,784 

1,932 


9,455 


28,209 

83,333 

21,486 

407 


17,691 


Product 
per  well 
per  day. 


4.25 


17.88 

146.58 

67.99 


1.85 

3.12 

32.28 

5.29 


25.90 


77,28 

288.30 

58.86 

1.10 


48.47 


HEAVIEST  CRUDE  SAJIPLE. 


Color. 

Gravity  in 

degrees 

Be. 

Sulfur 

per  cent 

by  weight. 

Gasoline 
61  degrees 
per  cent. 

Engine 
distlUate 
52  degrees 
per  cent. 

Kerosene 
12  degrees 
percent. 

Heavy 
distillate 
pereent. 

Brown-black  ._.  .. 
Black    

14.9 

11.8 
21.6 
13.3 
24.6 
13.0 
14.0 
19.8 
18.5' 
23.9 
19.8 
21.8 
cl6" 

cl5» 

""'\K 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

ID 
0 

13 
0 
0 

1 
0           78 

Brown-black 

Black    

11 
0 

14 
0 
3 

66 

Grcon-black 

Black  

00 

Brownish 

69 

Black    

Black    

Black    



1 

0 
0 
1 

6 
0 
0 

20 
18 
0 

53 
66 

83 

Brown-black 

Green-black    

Black    

Greenish  

I 

Brown-black  

Brown-black    _  _  _ 

14.2 
21.0 
15.0 
16.4 
21.5 
13.5 
10.0 
14.5 

20.0 
10.3 
16.2 
12.7 

0.1) 

0 

0 

0 

73 

Black    

1.2 
5'.7 

2.1 
6.9 

4.'1 
1.0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 

.  0 

1 

0 

0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 

7 
0 
4 
0 

4 

•   7 

19 

0 

0 

0 

10 

3| 
15 
0 

77 

Black  

62 

Brown-black  

Black      — — 

62 
74 

Black 

.53 

Black    

71 

Brownish    

Black    

Black    

60 
45 

57 

Black --. 

?2 

ARAT1VE  TABULATION  SHEET. 


Engine 

iistilUt* 

-  .> 

;  jagrees 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

13 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Kerosene 
ii  degrees 
per  cent. 


Heavy 
distillate 
per  cent 


78 
58 
66 

] 
55 

1 
69 


Asphalt 

■D" 
per  cent. 


LIGHTEST  CRUDE   SAMPLE. 


Gravity  ii 

degrees 

Be. 


Sulfur 
per  cent 
by  weight. 


100 
100 


53 

66 
83 


73 


27 


7   : 

0 

4 
0 


77 

29 

62 

28 

62 

19 

74 

26 

53 

47 

71 

29 

Black   

Black   

Brown-black 

Black   

Green-black 
Brownish  ._- 
Brownish  ._. 

Black  

Green-black 

Black   

Black  

Black  

Green  


Green  black 
Brownish  __ 
Green-black 


Brown-black 
Brown-black 

Black  

Greenish    _.- 


Brownish 
Black  ... 

Black  ..- 


27.2 
18.8 
27.3 
18.4 
35.1' 
33.7 
15.2 
27.6 
28.4^ 
29.9 
27.4 
21.8 
cSO" 


23.1 
30.7 
34.5 


32.5 
17.9 
21.5 
38.5 


27.6 
15.5 


15.8 


0.7 


1.7 
'07' 


0.7 

'ai" 


0.4 
1.0 
2.3 
0.3 


1.6 

4.5 


0.9 


Gasoline 
61  degree 
per  cent. 


Engine 
JistUlate 
52  degrees 
per  cent. 


Kerosene 

42  degrees 
per  cent 


Heavy 
distillate 
per  cent. 


Asphalt 

■■D" 
per  cent. 


8S 


23 


•These  figures  should  be  considered  comparative  only.     There  is  no  absolute  basil  for  measarementa 
of  productive  territory. 


'A  lighter  oil  is  reported  from  this  grou].,  but  could  not  be  found. 


'No  actual  production  of  this  grade.    -\1  lighter  oil,  33"  to  35",  lately  dis- 
covered, no  production  as  yet. 

^Similar  to  Ojai   oil— no  production.    -Roported  as  light,  gassy  crude— no 

production. 
'Straight  lubricating  stock;  little  asphiilt;  no  light  products. 

'Probably  high  estimate,  wells  very  mucli  scattered. 


^Insufficient   development  for  estimate.    -Much  new  work  since  this  date. 

''Wells  brought  in  during  year — no  average  possible. 
^Approximate  only. 

'Estimate  very  rough;  wells  much  scattered. 


'Division  Santa  Maria  (old  field)  and  Cat  Canyon;  estimate  only. 
'Mostly  gusher  production  in  1911;  average  per  well  in  1912. 

^All  figures  for  1910— very  little  change  to  1912, 


INDEX. 


Abbott  tract,   well,   230. 

Acquila  Oil   &  Mineral   Co.,    87. 

Adams  Gallon   wells,    54. 

Aetna   Oil   Co.,    158. 

Ahnlauf   tract  wells,    86. 

Alamo  claim  wells,    99. 

Alger   &   Gilmore   well,    174. 

Alhambra    claim    wells,    102. 

Aliso  Caiion  wells,   35,   51. 

Allen,  F.  H.,  well.s,  87. 

Alliance   Oil   Co.,    176. 

Alison  &  Barlow  well,  332. 

Alpine  Oil  Co.,   172. 

Amalgamated   Oil   Co.,    219,    223,    225. 

American    Petroleum   Co.,    224. 

Anaconda  Oil  Co.,   101. 

Anaheim   wells,    274,    277. 

Analysis,    oil,    methods    of,    9. 

Adams  Canon  crude,   65  to  68. 

Aloha   Oil   Co.    crude,    120,    121. 

Amalgamated    Oil    Co.,    Anaheim,    278 

Arcturus   Oil  Co.,    237,   239. 

Bard  Oil  &  Asphalt  Co.,   48,   82. 

Bardsdalf    Crude    Oil    Co.,    128. 

Bardsdale    oils,    128    to    132. 

Bastanchury    crude,    278. 

Big  Sespe  Oil  Co.   of  Cal.,   105. 

Birch  Oil  Co..   311.   319. 

Brea   Caiion    Oil   Co.,    315.    317. 

Brooks  Oil  Co.,  392,  395. 

Brownstone   Oil   &   Refg.   Co.,    114. 

Burrows,   C.   A.,    58,   59. 

California   Oil    Co..    109,    110. 

Capital   Crude  Oil   Co..    80,   81.    84,    85. 

Canadian   Queen    Oil    Co.,    Tapo,    151. 

Castaic  crude.   182. 

Cat   Canon   crude.    392    to   395. 

Central   claim,   Sespe,    110. 

Clampltt  Bros..  Sespe,  109,  110. 

Clampltt.   E.   B.,    209. 

(~'lark  &  Sherman   I.iand  Co.,   24  4,   245. 

Clark  Oil  Co.,  24  5. 

Columbia  Oil   Prod.   Co.,    312. 

Connell.    D.   A..    192. 

Cons.    Crude    Oil    Co.,    211. 

Cosmopolitan  Oil  Co..  115. 

Coyote  crude,    278,   279. 

Davis   &   Harrison,    212,    215. 

Delaware  Union  Oil  Co..  310. 

Dewitt    Caiion    crude,    188. 

Dome  Oil  Co..  Santa  Maria.   373. 

l>()mo    Oil   Co..    Bh)chman.    392. 

l>oran,   Brouso  &   Price,   211. 

Du<nicsne   Oil   Co..    414. 

Kast  Field  crudes   ( U  A.).   214. 

KK<!niorc   crudes,    190    to    193. 

Kmi>ire  Oil  Co..  416. 

Kx-Mission    crudes,    58    to    74. 

Eureka  Carton   crudes,   147   to   149. 


Fidelity   Oil   Co.,    265. 

Four    Forks    crude.    115. 

Fullerton  Cons.  Oil  Co..  309.  314. 

FuUerton  Oil  Co..   320.   321. 

Gilmore    Oil    Co..    242. 

Graham-Loftus  Oil  Co.,  310.  315. 

Grimes  tract  crudes,   130. 

Hall  &  Hall  Oil  Co.,  368. 

Harris  (C.C.)   Oil  Co.,  122,  212. 

Hawkswing   crudes,    112. 

Hill   tract  crude,   351. 

Home  Oil  Co.,   262,  266,  267. 

Hopper  Canon  crudes,    119   to   121. 

Industrial   Oil   Co..   309,    314. 

Kentuck  crude,   108. 

Lewis   &  Jones  Oil   Co.,    89. 

Loma  Oil  Co.,  416. 

Los   Angeles    (Sespe)    crude,    113. 

Los   Angeles   city   crudes.    207   to   215. 

Los   Angeles   Railway   Co.,    207. 

Midwaj'   Petroleum   Co.,    61. 

Modelo  Oil  Co.,  143,  144. 

Mud  Springs  Canon  crudes,   192,    194. 

Murphy  Oil  Co.,  Coyote,   279. 

Murphy  Oil  Co.,  Whittier,   267  to  271. 

New  Penn  Petroleum  Co.,  369,   371. 

Nettleton  &  Kellerman  Oil  Co.,  194. 

Newhall   Canon   crudes,    189,   191,   192. 

Ojai    Oil    Co.,    4  8. 

Pacific    Petroleum    Co.,    240. 

Palmer  Oil   Co.,   393.    394. 

Park    Crude    Oil    Co..    210. 

Parker  Oil  Co.,   208. 

Paula  Oil  Co.,   89. 

Pearl   Oil   Co.,   191,   192. 

Petroleum    Devt.    Co.,    311,    313,    314, 

316.    322.    323.    324.    325. 
Pico  Carton  crudes,  183  to  188. 
I'ico  Oil  Co.,   318. 
Pinal    Oil    Co..    368.    369.    370.    372. 
Pirie  tract  crude.  33. 
Pitcher  &  Garbutt  Oil  Co..  242.  244. 
Proudflt   &    Parker.    213. 
Potomac   Oil   Co..    415. 
Puente  Oil  Co..  Olinda,  320,  321. 
Puente  Oil   Co..   Puente,   287   to   293. 
Pyramid  Oil   Co.,   82,   S3. 
Rancho  La  Brea  Oil  Co.,   235,   238. 
Razzle    Dazzle   wells,    109,    110. 
Rice  Ranch   Oil  Co.,   371. 
Robertson    tract   crude,    129. 
Rosodalo    Cemetery    crude,    24  3. 
Rose    Oil    Co.,    182. 
Salt  Lake  crudes.  235  to  245. 
Salt  Lake   Oil   Co..    236,    240,    241. 
Saltmarsh  Carton  Oil  Co..  62  to  6  4. 
San   Cayetano   crudes,    416. 
Sansinena  crude,    309,   310,   318. 
Santa  Ana   Oil   Co.,    189. 
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Santa  Maria   crudes,    368   to    378. 
Santa  Paula  Canon  crudes,   71   to   74. 
Sea  Cliff  Oil  Co.,  403. 
Sespe    crudes,    108,    116. 
Shirley,  I.  W.,   210. 
Slocum  Oil  Co.,   71  to  74. 
South   Pacinc  Oil   Co.,    147   to   149. 
.Standard  Oil  Co.,  Elsmere,  190  to  193. 
Pico,   183  to  188. 
Wiley,    189. 
Star   Oil   claim   crude,    111. 
Sulphur  Mountain   Petroleum   Co.,    39. 
Summerland    crudes,    413    to    415. 
Sunset  Oil  Co.,   Hopper  Caiion,   119. 
iSunset   Oil   Co.,    Summerland,    413. 
Tapo  Caiion  crudes,   150,  151. 
Tar  Creek  crudes,    105  to   107. 
Tar  Flat  crudes,   68  to  70. 
Timber   Caiion   crude,    416. 
Torrey    crudes,    145,    146. 
Treasure    Realty   Co.,    368. 
Tunnel   Oils,   66,   72. 
Turner  Oil  Co.,  263,  264. 
Udall    claim    crude,    115. 
Union  Oil  Co.,  Adams,   65  to  68. 
Bastanchury,    278. 
Central,    110. 
Four    Forks,    115. 
Grimes,    130. 
Hawkswing,     112. 
Hill,    351. 
Kentuck,  108. 
Los   Angeles,    113. 
Robertson,    129. 
Saltmarsh,   60. 
Tapo,    150. 
Tar  Creek,    105. 
Tar  Flat,   68  to   70. 
Torrey,   145,   146. 
"U'arner  Oil   Co.,    266. 
Western  Union  Oil  Co.,  373  to  378. 
Westlake    Oil    Co.,    207. 
Whidden  Double  Oil  Co.,   47. 
WHiite  Star  Oil  Co.,  116. 
Whittier  Crude  Oil  Co.,   269,   270,  272, 

273. 
Whittier  Fillmore   Oil  Co.,    263. 
Wiley  Canon  crude,   189. 
Zenith  Oil  Co.,   191. 
Anchor    Petroleum    Co.,    254. 
Angelina    Heights   well,    329. 
Anglo  California  Oil  Syndicate,  349. 
Apex    Oil   Co.,    179. 
Arcadia  claim  well,  96,  167. 
Arctic  Oil  Co.,   26,   333,   403. 
Arcturus  Oil  Co.,  223. 
Arizona  Oil  Co.,   93. 
Arrellanes  tract  wells,   365. 
Arroyo    Burro   well,    401. 
Arundell,   Thos.,   wells,    52. 
Asphalt,   by  calculation  from  choke,   16. 
Asphalt,    by    open    evaporation,    18. 
Asphalt,  by  vacuum  distillation,  18. 
Asphaltene,    14. 


Associated  Oil  Co.,   Arrellanes,   365. 

Buell,  345. 

California   Coast,    360. 

Escolle,  365. 

Fox,    345. 

Lewis,    386. 

Lucas,  359. 

Newhall,    365. 

Pczzoni,    34  3. 

Santa    Barbara,    400. 

Williams,    381. 

Zaca,    345. 

(See   also   Amalgamated  Oil   Co.) 
Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  R.  R.  wells, 

303. 
Atlanta  Oil  Co.,   35.   45. 
Azusa  wells,    334. 

Balboa  Oil   Co.,    235. 

Baldwin  Ranch  well,   258. 

Banner  Oil  Co.,   175. 

Barca  Oil  Co.,   346. 

Bard  Oil  &  Asphalt  Co.,  44,  46,  78. 

Bardsdale  wells,   123. 

Bardsdale  Canon  Oil  Co.,  126. 

Bardsdale   Crude   Oil   Co.,    125. 

Bardsdale   Oil   Co.,    126. 

Bard,   T.   R.,   wells,    138. 

Bastanchury  wells,   276. 

Baume,    see    Beaume. 

Bay   tract   wells,    43,    44. 

Bear   Caiion   well,    178. 

Bear  Creek  Oil   &  Mining  Co.,    344. 

Belle  Vernon  Oil  Co.,  333. 

Bell    (John)    tract  wells,    343. 

Bell   Oil   Co.,    125. 

Bell   (Theresa)   tract  wells,  386. 

Belmont   claim   wells,    159. 

Berkeley  Oil  Co.,  136. 

Betteravia   wells,    342. 

Beverly    Hills,    196. 

Beverly  Hills  wells,    233. 

Big   Chief   Oil   Co.,    101. 

Big   Mo-ses   well,    348. 

Big  Sespe  Oil  Co,  of  Ar.,   92. 

Big  Se-spe  Oil  Co.   of  Cal.,    102. 

Birch  Oil  Co.,   297. 

Bixby    Ranch    wells,    327. 

Black  Jack  claim  wells,  96. 

Black  Pearl   Oil  Co.,    104. 

Blanchard  Canon  wells,  135. 

Bland  well,    197. 

Blockman    tract   wells,    384,    385. 

Bookhout   tract   wells,    124. 

Boston    Petroleum    Co.,    180. 

Boulder  Creek  Land  &  Oil  Co.,   118. 

Boyer,  R.  M.,  wells,   54. 

Boyle    Heights   wells,    197. 

Boyle   &   Thompson   well,    167. 

Bradley   Canon   Oil   Co.,    382. 

Bradley    Oil    Co.,    118. 

Bradshaw   &    Beville,    169. 

Brashear   tract  wells,    231. 

Brea  Canon  oil  field,   6,   294,   296. 


INDEX. 


423 


Biea   Canon    Oil    Co.,    298. 

Brea  Cafton,  see  also  Fullerton. 

Brooks   Oil    Co.,    380. 

Brook  well,   197. 

Brookshire   Oil   Co.,    355. 

Brownstone   Oil   &   Refg.    Co.,    103. 

Bryant  &  Co.  well,   320. 

Buckhorn  Oil  &  Mining  Co.,  119. 

Buckhorn    Oil   &   Transportation   Co.,    117. 

Buoll    Ranch   Oil    Co.,    34  4. 

Buena   Vista   Oil   Co.,    286. 

Bulla  tract  well,  256. 

Bullock  tract  well,   349. 

Burhardt    tract    well.    234. 

Burrows,   C.   A.   &  Son  wells,    51. 

Burson   tract  wells,   126. 

Burton    tract    well,    34  6. 

Biisli,    Hoff   &   Lombard  well,    345. 

Calabasas  Oil  Co.,  327. 

California   Coast   Oil   Co.,    Drum.    356. 

California  Coast  Oil  Co.,  Hartnell,  360. 

California  Crude   Oil   Co.,    88. 

California   Oil    Co.,   Newhall,    170,    172. 

California   Oil    Co.,    Sespe,    102. 

California   Star  Oil   Co.,    159. 

Calleguas  wells,    152. 

Calumet  Oil  Co.,   127. 

Camarillo   Oil   Co.,   see   Dolton   &   Perkins. 

Camulos  claim   wells,    167. 

Camulos   Oil   &   Devt.   Co.,    139. 

Canada    del    Diablo   well,    27. 

Canada    Arena    well,    343. 

Canada  West  Oil  Co.,  43,  46. 

Canadian    Pacific   Oil    Co.,    255. 

Canadian    Queen    Oil    Co.,    Tapo,    139. 

Canadian   Queen   Oil   Co.,   Ojai,    43,   46. 

Cai^on  claim  wells,    118. 

Cation  Oil  Co.,   180. 

Capitol    Crude    Oil    Co..    78. 

Capitol    Crude   Oil   Co.,   Climax.    126. 

Carbon,   determination   of,    14. 

Carpenter   claim    well,    96. 

Carpinteria    Oil    Co.,    Carpinteria,    407. 

Carpinteria  Oil  Co..  Cat  Caiion.  379. 

Carter,   B.    F.,   wells,    326. 

Casltas   Pass   well,    26. 

Casitas   Station   well,    33. 

Casmalia    Petroleum    Co.,    34  2. 

Casmalla  Ranch   Oil  &  Devt.   Co.,   341. 

Castalc  Oil  Co.,    158. 

Castaic    Oil    Association,     158. 

Castalc    wells,    181. 

Cat   Cafton   oil   field,    7,    379. 

Cat  Cafton  Oil  Co..  379. 

Gates  (H.G.)   Estate  wells.  118. 

C.   C.   Harris   Oil   Co..   see   Harris. 

Central  claim  wells.   99. 

Central   field.    Los  Angeles.    201. 

Central   Oil   Co.,    251,    255,    258. 

Central  Union  Oil  Co.,  Bard.sdale,   126. 

Central  Union  Oil  Co.,   Santa  Maria,   356. 

Central   Valley,    1. 

Cesapl   claim   wells,    97. 


Chance    wells,    330. 

Chandler   wells,    197. 

Chandler  Oil  Mining  Co.,   256. 

Channel   City  Oil   Co.,   406. 

Cheseborough   &  Goldner  well,    88. 

Chicago    Ferndale    Oil    Co.,    87. 

Chino   well.s,    337. 

Chino  Valley   Beet   Sugar   Co..    338. 

Chino  Land   &   Water  Co.,    338. 

Churchill    &    Weber,    4  02. 

Chicago    Petroleum    Co..    87. 

Chillicothe   Oil   &   Mining  Co..    43. 

Chismahoo    Mountain   wells,    26. 

Clampitt    Bros.,    Newhall,    172. 

Clampitt    Bros.,    Kentuck,    100. 

Clampitt    Bros.,    Razzle    Dazzle,    102. 

Claremont    Oil    Co.,    365. 

Clarendon    Heights   Oil    Co..    254. 

Clark  &   Sherman.   Towsley.    167. 

Clark  &   Sherman   Land  Co..   222.   230. 

Clark,   Stevens  &  Duncan  well,   402. 

Climate.    Desert    Region.    1. 

Climate,    Central   Valley.    2. 

Climate.  Coast  Valleys,   2. 

Climate,    Paciflic   Coast.    3. 

Climate,    Puente   Hills,    24  7. 

Climate,   Salt   Lake  oil  field,   216. 

Climate,    Southern    California,    4. 

Climate,    Ventura    County,    21. 

Climax    claim,    wells.    126. 

Climax    Oil    Co.,    330. 

Clyde    Jackson    Oil    Co.,    336. 

Coast  Valleys,   2. 

Coast  Section,  3. 

Coblentz  Oil  Co..   356. 

Coke,  calculation  to  asphalt.  16. 

Collins.   Isaac,   well,   252. 

Colonia  Oil  Co.,  137. 

Colorado   Oil   Co.,    253. 

Colombia  Oil  Asphalt  &  Refining' Co..   4ii2. 

Columbia  Oil   Producing  Co.,    300,    306. 

Combined  Oil  Co..   4  5. 

Commercial  Oil  Co.,  172. 

Commercial    Union    Oil    Co.,    391. 

Commonwealth   Oil   Co.,    250. 

Compton    wells.    332. 

Connection   claim    wells.    97. 

Connell.  D.   A.,  wells.    174. 

Consolidated  Midway  Chief  Oil  Co.,  167. 

Consolidated   Petroleum    Corporation,    234. 

Concord    Petroleum    Co.,    101. 

Continental   Oil   Co..    307 

Converse    tract    wells.    125. 

Cooper    Oil    Co.,    88. 

Cords    well,    338. 

Cornerstone    Oil    Co..    296. 

Cosmopolitan    Oil    Co.,    102. 

Cottrell    dehydration    process,    34  7. 

Country  Club  wells,  234. 

Coyote  Creek  wells.  26. 

Coyote    Hills    Oil    Co.,    274. 

Coyote  Hills  wells,   274. 

Crawford,   Henley  &  Co.  wells.   92. 

Crescent    Oil   Co.,    410. 
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Croswell  tract  wells,   232. 

Crown    King   Oil   Co.,    136. 

Lrown  of  the  Valley  Oil  Co.,  297. 

Crown    Oil    Co.,    103. 

Crude   oil   analysis,   see  Analysis. 

Crude    Oil    Co.,    94. 

Cu'nco    tract    wells,    178. 

Daisy  claim  wells,   101. 

Dcivey   tract  wells,    43. 

DeArnaz   tract  wells,    229,    230. 

Delaware  Union  Oil  Co.,  299,  302. 

Delta  claim  wells,  102. 

Denker,    A.    H.,    234. 

]^en  Ranch  wells,   398,   400. 

Denton   Oil   Co.,    406. 

Denver  Oil   Co.,    179. 

Desert  Region,  1. 

Desoto   Oil   Co.,    197. 

Despatch   Oil  Co.,    383. 

Development   Salt  Lake  oil   field,   226. 

DeWitt  Canon  wells,  166,   181. 

Diblee    Ranch    wells,    344. 

Dickerson    tract    wells,    141. 

Dietz    tract    wells,    87. 

Distillation   tests,   with   gas,    15. 

Dividend   Oil   Co.,    170. 

Dixie    National    Oil    Co.,    103. 

Dodson    well,    329. 

Dollar   Oil    Co.,    333. 

Dolton   &   Perkins,    152. 

Dome    Oil    Co.,    Blochman,    152. 

Dome   Oil   Co.,    Lompoc,    349. 

Dome  Oil  Co.,  Santa  Maria,  356. 

Dome    Oil    Co.,    TogTiazinni,    391. 

Dome   Oil   Co.,   Wickenden,    343. 

Double,    Edward,    well,    42. 

Drexel  Oil  Co.,   401. 

Drilling   Conditions,    Cat   Caiion,    381,    387. 

Drilling  Conditions,   Lompoc,   350. 

Drilling  Conditions,    Santa  Maria,    353. 

Drumm  tract  well,   356. 

Drying   heavy    oils,    301. 

Dunkelberger  well,    332. 

East    Canon    wells,    169,    181. 

East  Field,  see  Cat  Canon  and  L.  A.  City. 

East   Field    CLos  Ang.),    198. 

East   Los  Angeles  wells,    197. 

East   Piru   Oil   Co.,    158. 

East   Whittier   Oil   Co.,    258. 

Edison   Oil  Co.,   297. 

Edwards  Ranch  wells,  397,  399. 

Eefson   tract   welLs,    34  7. 

Egan  Ranch  wells,   337. 

Eldridge,   Geo.    H.   22,   29,   41. 

Elisio  tract  wells,   51. 

Elizalde  Oil  Co.,   342. 

Elk   Cons.    Oil    Co.,    102. 

Elkins  claim  well,    126. 

El  Moro  Oil  Co.,  251. 

Elsmere  Caiion  wells,   170,    181. 

Empire   wells,    50,    88. 

Empire  Oil  Co.,   88. 


Emslie  Oil  Co.,    103. 

Enterprise  Oil  Co.,    176. 

Erie   Oil   Co.,    127. 

B.scolle  tract  wells,  365. 

Espcranza   Cons.    Oil    Co.,    348. 

Eureka    Canon    wells,    133,    137. 

Eureka  Crude   Oil   Co.,   Newhall,    172. 

Eureka  Oil  Co.,  Ventura,   137. 

Eureka  Oil  Co.,   Los  Angeles,   330. 

Ex   Mission   wells,    50. 

Extent    Cat    Canon    field,    289. 

Fairview   Caiion  well,    119. 
Far  East   Oil  Co.,    197. 
Farrell   &   Soule   wells,    52. 
Fay-Granger  Co.  well,  258. 
Federal   Oil    Co.,    348. 
Feldt.   B.   W.  well,   56. 
Ferndale  Oil  &  Petr.   Co.,   87. 
Fidelity   Oil   Co.,    255. 
Fine  tract  well,   94. 
Fisher,  J.  K.,  well,   402. 
Fisher    Oil    Co.,    277. 

Flagstaff    Oil    Co.,     93. 
Flash   Tests,    14. 
Fleisher  Oil  Co.,    87. 
Fleisher  tract  wells,    381. 
Folsom   tract  wells,    360. 
Forest   City   National   Oil   Co.,    56. 
Four  Forks  claim  wells,   99. 
Foxen    Oil    Co.,    391. 
Fox   &   O'Boy  well,    348. 
Fox   tract  wells,    359. 
Freeman  &  Nelson  White  Oil  Co.,   177. 
Fryer  tract  wells,   141. 
Fudicker   well,    330. 
Fugler  tract  well,   381. 
Fullerton  Cons.  Oil  Co.,  301. 
Fullerton    oil    field,    6,    294. 
Fullerton   Oil   Co.,   Whittier,    257. 

Brea   Canon,    297. 

Fullerton,    306. 
Fullerton    Sunset   Oil    Co.,    338. 

Garbutt   Oil   Co.,    224. 

Garrett  tunnel,   52. 

Garvey   tract   wells,    333. 

Gas  in  Ventura  River  bed,   33. 

Gasson  well,    198. 

Gasson   &  Co.   well,    330. 

Gates  Oil  Co.,   43,   46. 

Gay  tract  well,  232. 

Gem   Oil   Co.,    349. 

Gillis    tract   wells,    233. 

Gilmore   Oil   Co.,    222. 

Gird   claim   well,    93. 

Gird  wells,   337,    338. 

Globe   Oil    Co.,    338. 

Golden   Gate   Oil   Co.,    Sespe,    103. 

Golden  Gate  Oil  Co.,  W^hittier,  258. 

Golden  West  Crude  Oil  Co.,   103,   104. 

Golden   West   Oil   Co.,    Santa  Paula,    85. 

Golden   West    Oil    Co..    Newhall,    175. 

Good,  F.  E.,  wells,   138. 

Good  Luck  Oil  Co.,   173. 
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Oraciosa   Oil   Co.,   348,   361. 

Orador   Oil    Co.,    225. 

Graham-Loftus    Oil    Co.,    299,    302. 

Granite,  wells  in,   177. 

Grapevine  Canon  Oil  Co.,   169. 

Grapevine    Cafton    well,    176. 

Graves  Oil  Co.,   173. 

Gravity,    corrections    for    temperature,    13. 

Gravity  of  oil,  see  Analysis 

Grazide  tract  wells,   285. 

Great  West    Oil   Co.,    139. 

Greenlea   Oil   Co..    234. 

Green    Oil   Mining  Co.,    54. 

Greve   tract   wells,    229. 

Grimes   &    Son   well,    126. 

Grimes   Canon   wells,    124,    126. 

Grundy  Oil  Co.,  139. 

Guiberson    tract    wells,    127. 

Hall    &    H.iU    Oil    Co.,    356. 
Hamilton   Gardner   Oil   Co.,    57. 
Hancock  tract  wells,   230. 
Happy  Thought   Oil   Co.,    103. 
Hardison   &   Stewart,   DeWitt,    166. 

Ex-Mission,    34. 

Pico,     159. 

Saltmarsh,    52. 

Tapo,    138. 

Wheeler,    52. 
Hardison,    Stewart    &    McFarland,    231. 
Harris    (C.C. )    Oil   Co.,    117,    118. 
Harrison    well,    178. 
Hart  &  Hayes  well,  258. 
Hartford    Oil    Co.,    87. 
liartnoll   tract  well,   360. 
Haslam  tract  well,   349. 
Hauser  tract  well,    232. 
Hawkswing    claim    well,    99. 
Headley  well,    198. 
Heath.    J.    W.,    well,    403. 
Hedley  &  Kullerton  well,   327. 
Henderson    Oil   Co.,    380. 
FTenderson    T'nion    Oil    Co.,    51. 
Hickey    well,    501. 
Higgins    claim    wells,    96. 
Hlggins.   P.   C,   wells,    403. 
Hill.    R.    W..    well.    403. 
Hilside   Crude   Oil   Co..    77. 
Hilltop  Oil  Co..   77. 
Hill    tract   wells.    348. 
Hiss  tract  wells.  34 S. 
Hoag  &   Silent  well.    198. 
Hobson    tract    well,    28. 
Hobbs   tract   well,    359. 
Hogsback   claim   well,    y». 
Hogshead   claim   well,    99. 
Holden,  T.  D.,  well,   257. 
Holser  Caflon   wells,    135,    136. 
Home  Oil  Co.,  252. 
Hook,    T.    J.    well,    93. 
Hooper  Cailon  wells,  91,  117. 
Howard  Summit  wells,  332. 
Hunt  &  Bailey  tract  well.  251. 
Hutton  &  Co.   wells.   134. 


Ibex   Oil   Co.,    118. 

Ideal   Oil   Co.,    383. 

Illinois  Oil   Co.,   257. 

Illinois  Oil  &  Asphalt  Co..   401. 

Income  Oil  Co.,  40. 

Industrial   Oil   Co.,    301. 

International   Oil   Co.,    276. 

Intervenor    claim    well,    101. 

lola  Oil  Co.,  178. 

Iowa  Oil  Co.,   308. 

Irelan   claim   well.    96. 

Irwin   claim  well.    102. 

Ivy    station    well,    233. 

Jalama  Oil  &  Devt.   Co.,   344. 
Joe  Gilbert  claim  well,  92. 
John   Irwin  Oil  Co.,   124. 
Johnson    well    198,    332. 
Joseph    claim    wells,    103. 
Joyce,    T.    R.    wells,    232. 
Joyce,   Thos.,   well,   254. 
Joyce,   E.   F.,   wells,    258. 
Junction    claim    wells,    99. 


Kaiser    tract    wells,    359. 
Kansas    Crude    Oil    Co.,    234. 
Keating  tract  wells,   233. 
Kellerman    Oil    Co.,    336. 
Kentuck   claim   wells,    100. 
Kenyon  claim  well,   99. 
Kern  Trading  &  Oil  Co.,  342. 
Kernal   Oil   Co.,    390. 

Laguna  Beach  Oil  Co.,  337. 

Laguna   Land   Co.    well,    342. 

Laguna    Oil    Co.,     357. 

La  Habra  Oil  Co.,   259. 

Lancaster    wells,    326. 

Langdell,    Newark   &  Rowan  wells,    3  4. 

Lapp,  Gifford  Co.,  wells,  125. 

Las   Cruces   Oil    Co.,    344. 

I..as  Flores  Land  and  Oil  Co.,  365. 

Leaming    Canon    wells,    170,    181. 

Leckler  Cafton  wells,   136,   158. 

Lefflngwell   tract  well,   274. 

Lt'wis  &  Jones  Oil  Co..   85. 

I^wls    tract    wells,    386. 

Liberty  Oil  Co.,  35,  45. 

Lighthouse   Oil    Co.,    329. 

Limits,    Salt    Lake   oil    field,    226. 

Little    Moore    Cai\on    wells,     166. 

Little  Sespe  wells,   95. 

Logs,    Pico   wells,    159. 

Loma  Oil  Co.,   88. 

Lombard   &   Lockliart   wells,    229. 

Lombart    tract    wells,    230. 

Ijompoc    Oil    Development    Co.,    349. 

Lompoc    wells,    345. 

Lookout    Mountain    well,    330. 

London    Petroleum  Co.,    172. 

Long  Beach  wells,  329. 

Los   Alamos  Oil   &   Devt.   Co..    34  8. 
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Los   Alamos   Petroleum    Co.,    3  83. 

Los  Angeles  City  oil  field  5,   195. 

Los   Angeles   claim    wells,    100. 

Los   Angeles   County   wells,    156,    326. 

Los  Angeles  &  Kern  Oil  Mining  Co.,   177. 

Los  Angeles  Oil  Co.,   100,   103. 

Los  Angeles  Pacific  Ry,  Co.,  222. 

Los  Llajas  Caiion  wells,   142. 

Lower   Ojai,    see  Ojai. 

Lubricants,   estimation  of,   16,   18. 

Lucas   tract  well,    359. 

Lucerne   Oil    Co.,    357. 

Lyon   Caiion   wells,    27,    40. 

Lysle   tract  well,    126. 

Maier  &  Zobelein  wells,  331. 

Manhattan    Beach    wells,    327. 

Manser  tract  well,    335. 

Mansfield   tract   well,    232. 

Maple  Creek  claim  well,  99. 

Massalin    tract    well,    231. 

McCray   Bros.   Oil  Co.,    138,    141,    254. 

McDor    Oil    Co.,    225. 

McGuire    tract   wells,    139. 

Mcintosh   wells,    330,    332. 

Mclntyre    tract    well,    93. 

ivicMillan,   W.   J.,   well,    40. 

Menges  Oil  Co.,  297. 

Menlo   claim  well,    159. 

Mentey  well,  173. 

Merchants  Oil   Co.,    382. 

Merchants  &  Traders  Oil  Co.,   126. 

Meridian    Oil    Co..    367. 

Mesa    Development    Co.,    401. 

Mescalitan  Island  Oil  &  Devt.   Co.,   401. 

Menges  Oil  Co.,    285. 

Methods  of  analysis,  see  Analysis. 

Micaela   Oil   Co.,    344. 

Midway  Petroleum  Co.,    53,   54. 

Midway  Provident  Oil   Co.,   57. 

Minnesota    claim    wells,    125. 

Modelo    Oil    Co.,    133. 

Mojave    well,    327. 

Monarch   Oil    Co.,    103. 

Montana  Oil   Co.,    103. 

Montebello  Oil  Ca.,   126. 

Montecito  well,   401. 

Monterey   Park  Land   Co.   wells,    333. 

Montezuma    Oil    Co.,    179. 

Morningslde    Oil    Co.,    286. 

Morning  Star  Oil  Co.,   286. 

Moore   Ranch,    398. 

Mud   Springs   Canon    wells,    170,    174,    181 

Mulholland  Oil  Co.,  342. 

Mupu    Oil    Co.,    88. 

Murphy  Oil  Co.,  Whittier,   256. 

Murphy  Oil  Co.,   Coyote,   275. 

Muscio   tract   wells,    343,    391. 

Mutual  Oil  Co.,   102,   256. 

Naples   wells,    397. 

Neptune   claim  wells,    103. 

Nettleton  &  Kellerman  Oil  Co.,  136,  175. 

New  Castaic  Oil  Co.,    15  8. 


New    Century    Oil    Co.,    178. 
New   England   Oil   Co.,    258. 
Newhall  Canon  wells,   170,   181. 
Newhall  Caiion  Wells,  170,  181. 
Newhall  Cons.  Oil  Co.,  179. 
Newhall  Land  &  Farming  Co.,   139. 
Newhall    Mountain    Oil    Co.,    169. 
Newhall  oil  field  6,   156. 
Newhall   Petroleum   Co.,    171. 
Newhall,   recapitulation,    181. 
Newhall  tract  wells,   365. 
Newlove   Oil   Co.,    360. 
Newmark  &  Edwards  tract  wells,  234. 
New  Mexico  Devt.  Co.  well,  230. 
New   Moody   Gulch   Oil   Co.,    101. 
New   Penn    Petroleum   Co.,    Fugler,    381.     ' 
Kaiser,  357. 

Wiley,  357.  •      ' 

Newport  Bay  Oil  Co..  335. 
Newport  Bay  wells,  335. 
Newport  Oil  Co.,   336. 
New  San  Pedro  Oil  Co.,   329. 
New  Weldon  Oil  Co.,  see  Weldon. 
Nicholson  well,    382. 
Nichols  tract  well,  346. 
Niles  Lease   Oil   Co.,    224. 
Nogales  claim  well,   101. 
Northern  Cons.  Oil  Co.,  403. 
North  of  Tar  Creek  Oil  Co.,   101. 
Northwest    Oil    Co.,    234. 
North  Whittier  Oil  Co.,   250. 
Nott  &  Webber  well,   402. 
Nuevo  Camulos  Oil  Co.,  136. 

Oak  Ridge,  123. 

Oak  Ridge   Oil   Co.,    125. 

Occidental  Mining  &  Petr.   Co.,   407. 

Ocean    Front   Oil   Co.,    401. 

Ocean   wells,    409. 

O'Hara,  Edward,  Wells,  85. 

Oil  analysis,  see  Analysis. 

Oil  Creek  Cons.  Oil  Co.,   102. 

Oil  Creek  Oil  Co.,   103. 

Oil  Developments,   Southern  California,   4. 

Oil   Fields  Syndicate,   343. 

Oil   King  Co.,    117. 

on  Spouter  claim,  wells,   102. 

Ojai    Oil   Co.,    40,    43,    44. 

Ojai  valley,   25. 

Ojai  Valley  Petroleum  Co.,  42. 

Ojai  wells,   21,   41. 

Okell  &  Barber  well,   331. 

OKell   Core   Drill   Co.   well,    334. 

Old  Field,   see  Central  field. 

Old  Field,  see,  also,  Santa  Maria. 

Old  Mission  Oil  Co.,  385,  386. 

Olga  "Ventura  Oil  Co.,   40. 

Olinda,  see  Fullerton. 

Olinda  Crude  Oil  Co.,   307. 

Olinda  Land  Co.,    307. 

Olinda  wells,    294,    299. 

Oldstead  wells,   51. 

Omega  tract  wells,  124,  125. 

Operating  conditions  Cat  Canon,  387. 
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Orange  County  Oil  Co.,  334. 

Orange  County  wells,   326,   334. 

Orange  Oil  Co..   296. 

Orcut   Oil   Co.,    347. 

Oregon  Oil  Co.,  331. 

Oro  Water,  Light  &  Power  Co.  well,   359. 

Ortega  Hill  wells,  4  08,  410. 

Pacific   Coast   Oil   Co.,    159. 

Pacific  Gasoline  Co.,   298. 

Pacific  King  Oil  Co.,  179. 

Pacific  Light  &  Power  Co.  wells,  222. 

Pacific  Petroleum  Co.,   233. 

Pacific  Oil  Fields,  Ltd.,   347. 

Pacific   Oil   Transportation   Co.,    365. 

Pacolma  Caflon  wells,   179.  • 

Pacolma  Oil  Co.,   177. 

Padua  Oil  Co..  176. 

Palmer  Annex  Oil  Co..   383,   384. 

Palmer  Junior  Oil  Co.,  385. 

Palmer  Union  Oil  Co.,  Blochman,  385. 

Stendell,   380. 
Palomas  Cafton  well,   158. 
Palo   Salo  Oil   Co.,    252. 
Paula   Oil   Co..    85. 
Paxton  Gold  Bond  Oil  Co.,  87. 
Placerita  Canon  wells,   177,   182. 
Pearl   Oil   Co.,    170. 
Perkins  well,    332. 
Peter  Patterson   Oil  Co..   125. 
Petroleum  Devt..  Co.,   303. 
Pezzoni  tract  well.  343. 
Philadelphia-California    Petr.    Co.,    28,    34, 

79. 
Pickering  Land  &  Water  Co.   well,   252. 
Pico  Canon  wells.  159,  181. 
Pico  wells,  tabular  list,   160. 
Pico  Oil   Co.,   230.   296. 
Pierson   Hotel  well,   328. 
I'inal  Oil  Co..   Fleisher,  381. 

Santa    Maria,    350. 
Pine   Mountain   well.    93. 
Pioneer  White  Oil  Co.,   178. 
Pirle  wells.   21,   27,   28. 
Piru  O.l  &  Land  Co.,   135. 
Piru  Monarch  Oil  Co.,   136. 
Pitcher   &   Garbutt    Oil    Co..    231. 
Pift.sburg  Petroleum  Co..  142. 
Point  Fermln  well.   329. 
I'olo   Canon   well,    103. 
Polhemus    well.    331. 
Port  Orange  Asphalt  Co..  336. 
Portland   Oil   Co.,    179. 
Primavora  Oil   Co..   34  3. 
Princess  Oil   Co..   Tunnel.   390. 
Princess  Oil  Co..  Muscle.  343. 
Production.  Tar  Creek  wells,  98. 

Ventura   County.    135. 

Kast  Field    (L.   A.).   200. 

Central   Field   (L.   A.).   203. 

West  Field    (L.A.).   205. 

Salt   Lake   wells.    228. 

Puente  wells.  284. 

I^onipoc    wells.    350. 

Santa  Marua  wells.   366. 


Proudfit  &  Parker  well.  177. 
Puente  Crude  Oil  Co.,   300. 
Puente  Hills  wells,   247,    280. 
Puente  Oil  Co..  Olinda.  306. 

Puente.    280. 

Rapetto,   333. 
Pumping  heavy  oil,    221. 
Pure  Oil  Co.,   88. 
Purisima  wells,    34  7. 
Purisima  Hills  Oil  Co.,   349. 
Puritan  Oil  Co.,   35,   45. 
Pyramid  Oil   Co.,   76. 

Quality  Bardsdale  oil,   127. 
Cat  Canon  oil,  391. 
Ex-Mission  oil,   57. 
Fullerton  oil,  308. 
Hopper  Canon  oil,   119. 
Los  Angeles  City  oil,  206. 
Newhall    oil,    182. 
Ojai  oil,   46. 
Piru  Canon  oil.   14  2. 
Puente  oil.  287. 
Salt  Lake  oil,  2  34. 
Santa  Maria  oil.  367. 
Sespe   oil.    104. 
Silverthread  oil.   80. 
Summerland    oil,    413. 
Whittier  oil.    261. 

Radium   Oil   Co..    358. 

Rahn  Cons.   Oil   Co..   403. 

Ramona  Home  Oil   Co..   136. 

Ramona  Oil   Co..    136. 

Ramera   Oil    Co..    327. 

Rapid    Transit   well.    198. 

Rapetto    Hills    wells.    333. 

Raymond  Oil  Co.,   257. 

Razzle    Dazzle   claim   well,    102. 

Rancho   Canada  Miguelito  well.   27. 

Rancho  Canada  Larga  wells.  34. 

Rancho  Guadalupe  wells.  342. 

Rancho  Jesus  Maria  wells.   346. 

Rancho  I.,ompoc  wells.  348. 

Rancho   La   Brea   Oil    Co..    217. 

Rancho   I..OS   Palos  Verdes  wells,   327. 

Rancho  Niguel  wells.  337. 

Rancho    Purisima   wells.    345. 

Rancho  Ojai  wells,  27.  34. 

Rancho  Punta  Lagima  wells,   365. 

Rancho  Rodeo   Aguas  wells,    233. 

Rantlio  San  Carlos  Jonata  wells,  34  4. 

Rancho  San  Joaquin  wells,   335. 

Rancho  Todos  Santos  wells,   365. 

Red  Rock  Oil   Co.,    52. 

Redondo  wells,  327. 

Rees  well,   198. 

Refining  &  Producing  Oil  Co.,  361. 

Rhodes   wells.    2 IS. 

Rice   Cai^on    Oil    Co.,    169. 

Rice  Ranch  Oil  Co.,   358,   383. 

Rice   well.    181. 

Rimpau  tract  well.  232. 

Rlnaldi  tract  well.   176. 

Rhi.'.m    (M-eek   wells.    406. 
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Rincon  Oil   Co.,   406. 

Robertson  tract  wells,  124. 

Rob  Roy  Oil  Co.,   307. 

Rodeo  Land  &  Water  Co.,  225,   233. 

Rodeo  Oil  Co.,  230. 

Rommel  Oil  Co.,  232. 

Rose  Oil  Co.,   102,   158. 

Rosedale    Cemetery    welKs,    232. 

Rosemary   well,    231. 

Rosencranz  wells,  332. 

Rowland  tract  wells,    283. 

Russian   Oil  Co.,    180. 

Rutherford  ranch  wells,   3i»7,   399. 

Safe   Oil   Co.,    171. 

Salt  Lake  Oil  Co.,   219.  223. 

Salt  Lake  wells,    5,   196,   216. 

Saltmarsh  Caiion  Oil  Co.,  52. 

Sampson  claim  wells,  101. 

Sansinenta   tract   wells,    299. 

Sapphire   Oil   Co..    399. 

Savage   tract  well,    255. 

San  Bernardino  well,  Newhall,  17  8. 

San  Bernardino  County  wells,  326,  337. 

San  Cayetano  Oil  Co.,   117. 

San  Juan  Capistrano  well,   337. 

San  Juan  well,  276. 

San  Lucas  Oil  Co.,  344. 

San  Miguel  Oil  &  Devt.  Co.,  178. 

San    Pedro    Oil    Co.,    32  8. 

Santa  Ana  Oil  Co.,  136,  172,  176,  336. 

Santa  Barbara,  Cal.,  Oil  Co.,  344. 

Santa  Barbara  Coast  wells,  396. 

Santa  Barbara  County  wells,  339. 

Santa  Barbara  &  Naples  Oil  &  Land  Co., 

399. 
Santa  Barbara  Oil  Co.,   407. 
Santa  Barbara  Oil  &  Mining  Co.,  358. 
Santa  Clara  Oil  &  Devt.   Co.,   88. 
Santa  Fe  claim  well,   101. 
Santa  Maria  Central  Oil  Co.,  358. 
Santa  Maria  Crude  Oil  Co.,   44,  46,   358. 
Santa  Maria  Enterprise  Oil  Co.,   380. 
Santa  Maria  Midway  Oil  Co.,  390. 
Santa  Maria  Oil  Fields,   Ltd.,   384. 
Santa  Maria  Oil  &  Gas  Co.,  360. 
Santa  Maria  Petr.  &  Pipe  Line  Co.,  380. 
Santa  Maria  wells,  352. 
Santa  Monica  Oil  Co.,  407. 
Santa  Paula  Gravity  Oil  Co.,   88. 
Santa  Paula  Home  Oil  Co.,  125. 
Santa  Paula  Oil  Co.,  41. 
Santa  Susuana  wells,  124,  125. 
Santa  Ynez  foothill  wells,  344. 
Santa  Ynez  wells,  343. 
Scarab  Oil  Co.,   141. 
Schuyler  Ranch  well,  334. 
Scott  &  Gilmore  wells,  56. 
Scott   &  Loftus  wells,    198. 
Scott  tunnel,    34. 
Scott  (W.B.)   Oil  Co.,  286. 
Seaboard  Cons.    Oil  Co.,   400. 
Searchlight  Oil  Co.,   93. 
Seepages  at  Carpinteria,   398. 


Seepages  at  Naples,   397. 
Sentinel  Oil  Co.,   257. 
Sespe  Canon  Oil  Co.,   92. 
Sespe  Caiion  wells,    91. 
Sespe  Crude  Oil  Co.,   92. 
Sexton  Canon  wells,  57. 
Shafer  Oil  Co.,   276. 
Shenandoah  claim  well,   101. 
Sherman   Oil  Co.,   225. 
Sherman  wells,  see  Salt  Lake. 
Shiells  tract  wells,    126. 
Sickelworth    ranch   well,    334. 
Sidehill  claim  well,  99. 
Silverthread  wells,  50. 
Simi   Oil   Co.,    142. 
Simi  Ranch  wells,  159. 
Sisar  Oil  &  Asphalt  Co.,  79. 
Sisar    wells,    74. 
Sisquoc  Oil  Co.,  379. 
Sisters'  Hospital  wells,  331. 
Skimming  wet  wells,   363. 
Skookum  Oil  Co.,   103. 
Slocum   Bros,    wells,    56. 
Slocum  &  Co.,    134. 
Sobra  Vista  Oil  Co.,   41. 
Soquel  Canon  Oil  Co.,  307. 
Southern  Pacific  wells,  402. 
Southland  Oil  Co.,   119. 
South  Pacific   Oil  Co.,   137. 
Spring  Valley  claim  wells,  99. 
Squaw   flat   Oil   Co.,    101,    172. 
Squires   tract  wells,    360. 
Standard  Crude  Oil  Devt.   Co.,   257. 
Standard  Oil  Co.  Elsmere,  173. 
Standard  Oil  Co.,  Lefflngwell,  274. 
Standard  Oil  Co.  Rapetto,   333. 
Standard  Oil  Co.   Rice,    169. 
Standard  Oil  Co.   Toler,    275. 
Standard  Oil  Co.  Wiley,   169. 
Standard  Oil  Co.,   Yriarte,   277. 
Standard  Oil  Co.  Pico,  159. 
Star   Oil   claim,  wells,    100. 
Statistics,   Salt  Lake  wells,   227. 
Statistics,  Summerland  wells,  411. 
St.  Bernard  Oil  Co.,  168. 
Stearns  tract  wells,   299. 
Steele  &  Thompson  well,  400. 
Stendell  tract  wells,   380. 
St.   Louis  Oil  Co.,    119. 
Stockholders  Oil  Co.,   101. 
Strong  tract  wells,    254. 
Structure,  Central  field,  202. 

Coast   Strip,    404. 

East  Field   (L.  A.),  199. 

Fullerton  field,   295. 

Puente  field,   280. 

Salt  Lake  field,  216. 

Santa  Maria  field,   353. 

Silverthread   group,    79. 

West   Field    (L.  A.),   204. 

Whittier  field,   248. 
Sudden  Oil  Co.,   346. 
Sulfur  determination  method,  14. 
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Sulfur  in  Cat  Canon  oil,  3111. 

Los  Angeles  oil,  5. 

Salt  Liake  oil,  5. 

Santa  Maria  oil,  7. 

Whittier  oil.    6. 
Sulphur  Mountain  Petr.  Co.,  34. 
.Sulphur  Mountain  wells,   21. 
Summary,  Ventura  County,   153. 
Summerland  wells  6.   408. 
Summit   Oil    Co.,    382. 
Sunset  claim  wells,    101. 
Sunset  Oil  Co.,   117. 
Swall   tract  well,    225. 
Swastika  Oil   Syndicate,    327. 
Sycamore  Caiion  Oil  Co.,  407. 
Syndicate  Petroleum  Co.,  299,  342. 

Tapo  wells,    133. 

Tapo  Canon  wells,   138. 

Tapo  Oil  Co.,    119,    141. 

Tar  Creek  wells.   95,   98. 

Tar   Flat   wells,    54. 

Tar  Hole  claim  wells,   92. 

Taylor  wells,   28. 

Temescal  Ranch  wells,  133  to  136. 

Temperature  corrections,   13. 

Temple  claim  wells,   167. 

ThanksRiving   Oil    Co.,    51. 

The  Oil  Co..   342. 

Thirty  Six  claim,  wells,  92. 

Thomas,   H.  C.  well,  232. 

Thompson   tract   wells,   41. 

Tliompson   Bros.   well.   331. 

Tidewater  Oil  Co..   336. 

Tognazinni   tract  well,   391. 

Toler  tract  well,   95. 

Torrey  wells,   133,   140. 

Tower  tract  wells.   78. 

Towns  well,   337. 

Towsley  Caiion  wells,    167.    181. 

Tow.sley  Cailon  Oil  Co.,   168. 

Traders   Union    Oil   Co.,    34  2. 

Treadwell,   J.   B.,   well,   4  02. 

Treasure   Realty   Co.    wells,    356. 

Tulihs  &   Kvans  well,   254. 

Tujunga  wells,    179,    182. 

Tujimga  Oil  Co.,    180. 

Tunnel,   Garrett,   52. 

Tunnel,   oil,   34. 

Tunnel  oil,  chaiacter  of,   52. 

Tunnel,   Wheeler.  Trask  &  Coleman.   52. 

Tunnel   tract  well.   390. 

Turner  Oil   Co.,    253. 

TwiliKlit   <l;iiin  well,   !t6. 

Vdall  cliuin  wells,    102. 

I'nde   John    Oil    Co.,    57. 

rnderhill    tract   well.s.    34  3. 

I'liion   Beet  Sugar  Co.  wells,   312. 

I'nlon  Cons.  Oil  Co..  92.  104. 

I'nion  Oil  Co.  of  California,   51.   54,   123. 

I'nlon  Oil  Co.,   Ahnlauf.   86. 

Alamo,  99. 

Arcadia.    96. 


Union    Oil   Co. — Continued. 
Arrellanes,    365. 
Bastanchury,   276. 
Bell.   386. 
Black  Jack,   96. 
Bookhout,  124. 
Brashear,  231. 
Burson,   126. 
Burton,    346. 
California   Coast,    360. 
Calleguas,  152. 
Carpenter,    96. 
Central.  99. 
Cesapi,  97. 
Chino.    338. 
Connection,  97. 
Dickerson,    141. 
Eefson,    347. 
Fairview,    119. 
Folsom,   360. 
Four  Oaks,    99.' 
Fo.v.  359. 
Fryer.    141. 
Graham-Loftus.   277. 
Grimes,    124. 
Guiberson,    127. 
Hartnell,   360. 
Haslam,   349. 
Hawkswing,  99. 
Higgins,  96. 
Hill,   348. 
Hobbs.   359. 
Hogsback,   99. 
Hogshead,  99. 
Irwin,    99.    102. 
Irelan,   96. 
Junction,  99. 
Kaiser,   357,   359. 
Kenyon,    99. 
Kentuck,    100. 
I^x   Habra,    259.    287. 
Los  Angeles  City,   331. 
IjOS  .-\ngeles  claim,  100. 
Maple   Creek.   99. 
Massalin.    231. 
Newlove,    360. 
Nichols,   34  6. 
No.  6  lease,  75. 
Pirie.   29. 
Purisinia.  34  7. 
Robertsoji.   124. 
Saltmarsh.    53. 
.San  Ju;in.  27fi. 
Sansinena.    2 '•9. 
Santa  Sus:ina,   124. 
Sesp.-.    96.    100. 
Sidehill.  99. 
Silverthread.     76. 
Slsar,   75. 

Spring  Valley,   99. 
Squires.    360. 
Star   (^il.    100. 
Stearns.    299. 
Tapo.    138. 
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Union  Oil  Co. — Continued. 

Thirty-six,    02. 

Torrey,    140. 

Twilight,    96. 

Wildcat,    99. 

Whittier,   257. 
United  Oil  Co.,  119. 
United  Oil  &  Mining  Co.,  135. 
United  State.s  Hotel  well,   331. 
Upper  Ojai,  see  Ojai. 

Variel   tract   well.    232. 

Ventura,  California  Oil  Co.,  103. 

Ventura  claim  well,  87. 

Ventura   Coast    Oil    Co.,    138, 

Ventura  Con§.   Oil   Co.,    142. 

Ventura  County,   21. 

Ventura   Oil   Co.,    41. 

Ventura  Oil  Devt.  Co.,  137,  172. 

Ventura  Oil  &  Land  Co.,  see  Ventura  Oil 

Co. 
Ventura  Co.   Power  Co.  wells,   33. 
Ventura  Co.,    summary,    153. 
Viscosity  tests,  14. 
Volcano  Oil  Co.,    328. 

Wade,   F.    S.,    14. 
Warner  Oil  Co.,   255. 
Warring  Bros,  well,  138. 
Washington   Oil   Co.,    167. 
W.   B.   Scott  Oil  Co.,  286. 
Webb  tract  well,   93. 
Webfoot   Oil    Syndicate,    103. 
Weisendanger  wells,   399. 
AVeldon  Oil  Co.,   34. 
Weldon   tract  well,    176. 
Well  records.  Puente,   280. 
Wells  on  South  Slope,   176. 
"Wells  South  of  Los  Angeles,   331. 
Wells  North   of  Los  Angeles,   229. 
Wells  West  of  Ventura  River,   26. 
Wells  in  Ventura  River  valley,  33. 
W'ells,   Ventura  County,    155. 
West  Coast  Oil  Co.,   233,   255. 
Western   Avenue   wells,    205. 
"^'estern   Coast   Oil   Co.,    26. 


Western   Union   Oil    Co.,    362. 

West   Field    (L.    A.),    203. 

West   Huasna  Oil  Co.,   125,   366. 

West  Lake  Rommel  Oil  Co.,  76. 

West  Oil   Co.,    381. 

Westside  claim  well,    102. 

Wharf  wells,   409. 

Wheeler  Canon  wells,   51. 

Wheeler,  Trask  &  Coleman  tunnel,  52. 

Whidden    Double   Oil   Co.,    41. 

Whitelaw  Oil  Co.,   141. 

White    Star   Oil    Co.,    102. 

Whiting   well,    334. 

Whittier   Cons.    Oil   Co.,    250. 

Whittier   Crude   Oil   Co.,    253. 

Whittier    Des   Moines   Oil   Co.,    276. 

Whittier  Fillmore  Oil  Co.,  104,  253. 

Whittier  Grande  Oil  Co.,  257. 

Whittier  Oil  &  Devt.,   Co.,   258. 

Whittier  wells  5,   248. 

Whittier   Oil   Co.,    254. 

Whittier   Producers  Oil   Co.,    258. 

Whittier,   recapitulation,   259. 

Whitworth  tract  wells,  229,  230. 

Wicks  well,    229. 

Wild  Bill  well,   55. 

Wildcat  claim  wells,   99,   102. 

Wiley  Caiion  wells,  168,   181. 

Wiley  tract  well,    357. 

Wilkinson    well,    198. 

Williams   well,    408. 

Williams  tract  well,   381. 

Wilmot  &  Holden  well,  331. 

Wilshire  Boulevard  wells,   228. 

Wilson   tract  wells,    119. 

Wickenden  tract  well,   343. 

Wi.se   &   Denigan  wells,    347. 

Wolfskin   tract  wells,    233. 

Wood  well,   125. 

^Voods  well,   87. 

Yankee  Doodle  Oil   Co.,    176. 
Triarte  tract  well,  277. 

Zaca  station  well,  345. 
Zenith  Oil   Co.,    171. 
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